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The meeting began at 15:48 on 25 March 2014 with Mr Ranko Krivokapić, President of the 

Parliament of Montenegro and Chairman of Montenegrin delegation to the European Union - 

Montenegro Stabilisation and Association Parliamentary Committee (EU-Montenegro SAPC) 

in the chair. 

 

President of the Parliament of Montenegro, as co-chairman, welcomed the members of both 

delegations and distinguished guests: Mr. Eduard Kukan, Chairman of the EP delegation for 

relations with Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Serbia, Montenegro and Kosovo and co-

chairman of the SAPC, Mr. Igor Lukšić, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign 

Affairs and European Integrations of Montenegro, H.E. Ilias Fotopoulos, Ambassador of 

Greece to Montenegro, and Mr. Dirk Lange, Head of Unit for Montenegro and Iceland, DG 

Enlargement, European Commission. 

 

Co-chairman Mr. Ranko Krivokapić opened the meeting and, in the light of the forthcoming 

elections for the European Parliament, thanked the present MEPs for their work and continued 

support. He then gave the floor to the Chairman of the EP delegation Mr. Eduard Kukan for 

his opening address. 
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1. Adoption of the draft agenda 

The agenda was adopted without changes, as in the draft document. 

 

2. Adoption of the draft minutes of the 7th EU-Montenegro SAPC meeting  

 

The minutes were adopted without amendments, as in the draft document. 

 

3. State of play of the accession negotiations and EU-Montenegro relations, in the 

presence of representatives of the Montenegrin Government, the Presidency-in-

Office of the Council of the EU and the European Commission 

The Chairman gave the floor to Mr. Igor Lukšić, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of 

Foreign Affairs and European Integration of Montenegro. Mr. Lukšić reminded of 

Montenegro’s progress in the accession process to the European Union achieved since the 

previous SAPC meeting. Expressing satisfaction with the fact that negotiations were opened 

for additional five chapters, he announced opening of new ones and stressed that 

Montenegro’s success was an incentive to other Western Balkans countries on their path 

towards the EU. Minister Lukšić emphasized that by reaching consensus among all 

parliamentary parties on the key issues for the EU accession process Montenegro showed 

political maturity and proved that EU integration is the primary goal of its foreign policy.  

 

H.E. Ilias Fotopoulos, Ambassador of the Republic of Greece in Montenegro, commended 

Montenegro’s efforts invested in meeting requirements for opening of negotiation chapters, 

especially highlighting the reforms implemented under Chapters 23 and 24 in terms of 

independence of the judiciary, promotion of the rule of law and effective fight against 

corruption and organized crime. He also encouraged Montenegro to continue to maintain 

good neighborly relations and develop an open dialogue with EU institutions. 

 

Head of the Unit for Montenegro and Iceland Mr. Dirk Lange noted Montenegro's progress in 

the negotiation process and underlined that special attention should be paid to negotiating 

chapters 13 (Fisheries) and 27 (Environment) as they would require substantial financial 

resources. On the other hand, Mr. Lange expressed his concern over the situation in the 

media, highlighting the importance of prosecuting cases of attacks on journalists. Additional 

efforts are needed in the judiciary to decrease backlog and achieve tangible results and 

progress within chapters 23 and 24. He also observed public administration reform process 

initiated in 2013, which is, among other things, based on the strengthening administrative 

capacity and merit-based promotion. Discussing economic aspects, Mr. Lange pointed out 

that high level of competitiveness and favorable business environment for investors need to be 

ensured. 
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4. Follow up to recommendations adopted at the 7th Meeting of the SAPC in 

Strasbourg 

 

Co-chairman Eduard Kukan gave introductory remarks for the 4th item. Welcoming the 

adoption of the electoral law, he encouraged Montenegro to continue with reforms aimed at 

improvement of law enforcement capacity, and opened the discussion on this agenda item. 

 

The following members took the floor discussing this point of the agenda:  Mr.Slaven 

Radunović (Vice-Chair, PoM), Mr. Koča Pavlović (Montenegrin MP), Ms. Nada Drobnjak 

(Montenegrin MP), Mr. Milutin Simović (Montenegrin MP) and Mr.Predrag Bulatović 

(Montenegrin MP). 

 

Changes of the electoral laws, importance of prosecuting cases of abuse during the election 

process, amendments to the Constitution, women’s participation in political life and gender 

equality issues in general were main topics discussed under this item. SAPC members debated 

on Electoral Register Law and Law on Financing of Political Parties, as well as on the 

implementation of Gender Equality Law. 

 

5. Violence against journalists  

 

The following members took the floor discussing this point of the agenda: Mr. Miodrag 

Vuković (Montenegrin MP), Ms. Ana Ibrišagić (MEP), Mr. Dritan Abazović (Montenegrin 

MP), Mr. Koča Pavlović (Montenegrin MP), Mr. Obrad Mišo Stanišić (Montenegrin MP), 

Mr. Darko Pajović (Montenegrin MP) and Mr. Mevludin Nuhodžić (Montenegrin MP).    

 

Concern over attacks against journalists was expressed, including all forms of violence 

directed against journalist. It was underlined that freedom of media entails freedom to express 

critical attitude but also awareness of media of their own responsibility. In this regard, it was 

emphasized that journalists should be protected, primarily through strengthening the 

institutions of the system, and enabled to carry out their work freely and impartially. 

 

The chairman adjourned the 1st day of the 8th SAPC meeting at 18:35. 

 

* * * 

 

The meeting was reopened on the second day, 26 March 2014, at 9:24. The meeting was 

chaired by Mr Eduard Kukan, Chairman of the EP delegation to EU-Montenegro SAPC.  

 

6. Fight against corruption and organized crime 

 

The Chairman gave the floor to Mr. Duško Marković, Deputy Prime Minister for political 

system, foreign and internal policy and Minister of Justice.  
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Mr. Marković said that Montenegro continued to make progress in the area of rule of law and 

pointed out that amending of the organic laws was underway for the establishment of the 

special prosecutor's office for the fight against corruption and organized crime.    

 

The following members took the floor discussing this item of the agenda: Mr. Koča Pavlović 

(Montenegrin MP), Mr. Mevludin Nuhodžić (Montenegrin MP), Mr. Tonino Picula (MEP), 

Mr. Ranko Krivokapić (SAPC Co-chairman), Mr. Slaven Radunović (Vice Chair, PoM), Mr. 

Milutin Simović (Montenegrin MP), Mr. Obrad Mišo Stanišić (Montenegrin MP), Mr. 

Miodrag Vuković (Montenegrin MP) and Mr. Dritan Abazović (Montenegrin MP). 

 

It was observed that adoption of the constitutional amendments and a number of laws created 

necessary conditions for further reforms in judiciary, which are aimed at strengthening 

independence of the courts and implementation of other activities for improvement of the 

overall situation in this area. Discussing the fight against organized crime, the members stated 

that capacity to combat the smuggling of drugs was strengthened and pointed out to the need 

for further regional cooperation in this field. In the debate on fight against corruption, the 

importance of processing cases of high-level corruption was highlighted.  

 

7. Public finance and economic reforms 

 

The Chairman gave the floor to Mr. Radoje Žugić, Minister of Finance.  

 

Minister Žugić said that reduction of deficit and public debt and promotion of creation of new 

values were necessary for establishing a sustainable fiscal, financial and macroeconomic 

stability. The current level of competitiveness of Montenegro could not be considered 

satisfactory, mainly due to a high current account deficit. Moreover, an investment cycle 

launched through tourism, energy and infrastructure projects would largely contribute to 

recovery of fiscal vulnerability. 

 

The Chairman opened the debate in which following members took part: Mr. Damir Šehović 

(Montenegrin MP), Mr. Lajos Bokros (MEP), Mr. Danko Šarančić (Montenegrin MP) and 

Eduard Kukan (SAPC Co-chairman).  

 

It was observed that in the last few years Montenegro managed to maintain fiscal and 

financial stability, reduce budget deficit and preserve tax competitiveness. The need to 

continue with the consolidation of public spending and combating gray economy, as well as 

increasing capital investments was also stressed. Concern was expressed over a deficit of the 

pension and social funds and local self-governments, and deficit created by public enterprises. 

The need to invest in strengthening of the state administration capacity was also highlighted.  
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8. Adoption of Recommendations 

 

After the debate, SAPC adopted the declaration and recommendations, whereby 11 members 

of the Parliament of Montenegro voted in favor and three were abstained, while MEPs 

adopted the document unanimously. 

 

9. Any other business 

 

None. 

 

10. Date and place of the next SAPC meeting  

 

Date and place of the next SAPC meeting will be subsequently determined 

 

The 8th SAPC meeting finished at 12.35 on 26 March 2014.  

 

 

 

 

*** 



 

PE1050366EN 6/7 PV\511.438.doc 

EN 

 
ПРИСЪСТВЕН ЛИСТ/LISTA DE ASISTENCIA/PREZENČNÍ LISTINA/DELTAGERLISTE/ 

ANWESENHEITSLISTE/KOHALOLIJATE NIMEKIRI/ΚΑΤΑΣΤΑΣΗ ΠΑΡΟΝΤΩΝ/RECORD OF ATTENDANCE/ 

LISTE DE PRÉSENCE/ELENCO DI PRESENZA/APMEKLĒJUMU REĢISTRS/DALYVIŲ SĄRAŠAS/JELENLÉTI ÍV/ 

REĠISTRU TA' ATTENDENZA/PRESENTIELIJST/LISTA OBECNOŚCI/LISTA DE PRESENÇAS/LISTĂ DE PREZENŢĂ/ 

PREZENČNÁ LISTINA/SEZNAM NAVZOČIH/LÄSNÄOLOLISTA/DELTAGARLISTA 

Членове/Diputados/Poslanci/Medlemmer/Mitglieder/Parlamendiliikmed/Μέλη/Members/Députés/Deputati/Deputāti/Nariai/Képviselõk/ 

Membri/Leden/Posłowie/Deputados/Deputaţi/Jäsenet/Ledamöter 

 

Members of Eurooean Parliament 

Mr Eduard KUKAN (1.2) 
Mr Lajos BOKROS(1.2) 

Ms Anna IBRISAGIC (1.2) 

Mr Tonino PICULA (1.2) 

 
Members of the Parliament of Montenegro:  

Mr Ranko Krivokapić, President of the Parliament, Head of Delegation 

Mr Slaven Radunović, Vice-Chair 
Mr Milutin Simović 

Mr Predrag Bošković 

Mr Miodrag Vuković 
Mr Obrad Mišo Stanišić 

Mr Mevludin Nuhodžić 

Mr Suljo Mustafić 
Mr Raško Konjević 

Mr Koča Pavlović 

Mr Predrag Bulatović 
Mr Srđan Milić 

Mr Darko Pajović 

Mr Dritan Abazović 

 
 

 

Други участници/Otros participantes/Ostatní účastníci/Endvidere deltog/Andere Teilnehmer/Muud osalejad/Επίσης Παρόντες/Other 

participants/Autres participants/Altri partecipanti/Citi klātesošie/Kiti dalyviai/Más résztvevők/Parteċipanti oħra/Andere aanwezigen/ 

Inni uczestnicy/Outros participantes/Alţi participanţi/Iní účastníci/Drugi udeleženci/Muut osallistujat/Övriga deltagare 

 

Members of the Montenegrin Government: 

Mr Igor LUKŠIĆ,  Deputy Prime Minister in charge of Foreign Affairs and European Integration 

 

Other EU Institutions 

H.E. Ilias FOTOPOULOS, Ambassador of Greece to Montenegro, on behalf of the Rotating Presidency of the Council of the European 
Union 

Mr David JOHNS,  Head of Unit for Enlargement, EU Council Secretariat 

Mr Dirk LANGE,  Head of Unit for Croatia and Montenegro, European Commission 

 

 

 

Секретариат на политическите групи/Secretaría de los Grupos políticos/Sekretariát politických skupin/Gruppernes sekretariat/ 
Sekretariat der Fraktionen/Fraktsioonide sekretariaat/Γραμματεία των Πολιτικών Ομάδων/Secretariats of political groups/Secrétariat des 

groupes politiques/Segreteria gruppi politici/Politisko grupu sekretariāts/Frakcijų sekretoriai/Képviselőcsoportok titkársága/Segretarjat 

gruppi politiċi/Fractiesecretariaten/Sekretariat Grup Politycznych/Secr. dos grupos políticos/Secretariate grupuri politice/Sekretariát 
politických skupín/Sekretariat političnih skupin/Poliittisten ryhmien sihteeristöt/Gruppernas sekretariat 

PPE 

S&D 

ALDE 

 

 

 

 

Секретариат на комисията/Secretaría de la comisión/Sekretariát výboru/Udvalgssekretariatet/Ausschusssekretariat/Komisjoni 

sekretariaat/Γραμματεία επιτροπής/Committee secretariat/Secrétariat de la commission/Segreteria della commissione/Komitejas 
sekretariāts/Komiteto sekretoriatas/A bizottság titkársága/Segretarjat tal-kumitat/Commissiesecretariaat/Sekretariat komisji/ 

Secretariado da comissão/Secretariat comisie/Sekretariat odbora/Valiokunnan sihteeristö/Utskottssekretariatet 

http://www.skupstina.me/index.php?menu_id=7&tijelo_id=4&strana=poslanici&poslanik_id=247
http://www.skupstina.me/index.php?menu_id=7&tijelo_id=4&strana=poslanici&poslanik_id=95
http://www.skupstina.me/index.php?menu_id=7&tijelo_id=4&strana=poslanici&poslanik_id=195
http://www.skupstina.me/index.php?menu_id=7&tijelo_id=4&strana=poslanici&poslanik_id=193
http://www.skupstina.me/index.php?menu_id=7&tijelo_id=4&strana=poslanici&poslanik_id=229


 

PV\1050366EN.doc 7/7 PE511.438 

 EN 

Mr Tomasz BANKA, Ms Cesarina DALL’OZZO 

 
 

 

 


