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DRAFT MINUTES 

Subject:  Draft Minutes of the Second Meeting of the CARIFORUM-EU Parliamentary 

Committee 

 

The Second Meeting of the CARIFORUM-EU Parliamentary Committee (referred to hereafter as 

‘Parliamentary Committee’) took place, on 3-4 April 2013 in Port of Spain, Trinidad and Tobago. 

 

The Parliamentary Committee was chaired by The Hon. Vasant Bharath, Minister of Trade, Industry and 

Investment, Trinidad and Tobago. 

 

The European Parliament Delegation to the Parliamentary Committee was led by David Martin, MEP.  
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1. OPENING  

The Chair welcomed the participants to the Meeting, and called attention to the unique role of the 

Parliamentary Committee. This sentiment was reaffirmed by the head of the European Parliament 

Delegation. The list of participants is at Annex I to these minutes.  

 

2. ADOPTION OF AGENDA 

The Parliamentary Committee adopted the agenda which is at Annex II to these Minutes. 

 

3. PROCEDURAL MATTERS 

The Parliamentary Committee agreed on its procedures for conducting its business. 

 

4. ADOPTION OF THE MINUTES OF THE FIRST MEETING    

The Parliamentary Committee adopted the minutes of the First Meeting of the CARIFORUM-EU 

Parliamentary Committee. The Bahamas moved for the minutes of the First Meeting of the CARIFORUM-

EU Parliamentary Committee to be adopted and The Dominican Republic seconded the motion.   

 

5. ADOPTION OF THE RULES OF PROCEDURE OF THE PARLIAMENTARY 

COMMITTEE   

The Parliamentary Committee acknowledged that the name of the institution is the CARIFORUM-EU 

Parliamentary Committee, not Joint Parliamentary Committee as was referred to in the Draft Rules of 

Procedure before the Meeting. It also noted that with the advent of the Treaty of Lisbon, the EU replaces 

reference to EC.  

The Parliamentary Committee agreed to several modifications to the Draft rules of Procedure. The agreed 

modifications are set out in Annex III to these Minutes.   

 

The Parliamentary Committee welcomed the adoption of the Rules of Procedure, moved by the 

European Parliament and seconded by Jamaica and Antigua and Barbuda. The Rules of Procedure is 

set out at Annex III to these Minutes. 

 

6. CHALLENGES AND OPPORTUNITIES:      
 

i. Reports on the Second Meetings of the TDC and 
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  Joint Council 
 
The Parliamentary Committee welcomed the decision taken at the Second Meeting of the Joint Council to 

amend the EPA, in order to allow for the incorporation of the commitments of The Bahamas into Annex 

IV of the EPA which addresses Investment, Trade in Services and E-commerce and noted the position 

taken by The Bahamas at the Meeting that the incorporation of its commitments into Annex IV of the EPA 

which addresses Investment, Trade in Services and E-commerce is a “huge milestone” for that 

CARIFORUM State, and that the State has reaffirmed its commitment to EPA liberalization in this regard.  

With respect to the naming of arbitrators, the Parliamentary Committee noted that CARIFORUM and the 

EU exchanged lists of five arbitrators and agreed to engage in discussions to derive the five neutrals which 

would complete the slate of fifteen arbitrators. 

The Parliamentary Committee noted the outstanding matters of particular concern to CARIFORUM 

States pertaining to provisions in the Agreement that they do not consider reflect their understanding of 

the position previously adopted by the two sides, and that the two sides have been unable to resolve at the 

technical level, and upon convening the Second Meeting of the Joint Council for which there was no 

meeting of minds aside from the recognition that these issues would remain on the Agenda for further 

consideration. 

The Parliamentary Committee noted that on an issue of concern to CARIFORUM States, the Joint Council 

agreed to the issuing of a Joint Declaration dealing with restrictions based on age regarding used vehicles 

imported into Barbados, Jamaica, Suriname and Trinidad and Tobago. 

The Parliamentary Committee noted that with respect to arrangements applicable to CARIFORUM States 

on the reduction of tariffs for the ten (10) year moratorium on motor vehicles and parts, agreement could 

not be arrived at for adjusting the relevant provisions of the EPA; at the technical level, the two sides are 

at a stalemate. 

The Parliamentary Committee noted that agreement was also elusive on adjusting the relevant provisions 

of the EPA on the matter of the rate of duty on certain paper and paper board products applied by 

Trinidad and Tobago, which CARIFORUM considers to be incorrect due to error; at the technical level, 

the two sides are at a stalemate. 

The Parliamentary Committee noted that the two sides are at odds over whether internal taxes (i.e. Octroi 

de mer or dock dues) in the French Caribbean territories—which are applied to certain CARIFORUM 

states’ exports, and which the CARIFORUM side maintains are higher than those on similar goods from 

other countries, including EU Member States—are discriminatory.  

The Parliamentary Committee noted that the EU undertook to further engage CARIFORUM to resolve the 

particular problem of interpretation pertaining to the Octroi de mer and to consult with the French 

Authorities.  

The Parliamentary Committee noted that the CARIFORUM side is identifying specific cases where 

products from its States are being discriminated against, as pertains to the Octroi de mer.  
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The Parliamentary Committee noted that the Third Meeting of the TDC scheduled for later this year is 

expected to provide a forum to further discuss outstanding issues; 

 
ii. Status of Implementation of the EPA 

 
The Parliamentary Committee noted that seven CARIFORUM States have ratified the Agreement and 

twelve EU States have ratified the Agreement, to date. 

The Parliamentary Committee noted that with respect to the state-of-play of the Institutions which are to 

oversee implementation: 

 the Joint CARIFORUM-EU Council, the CARIFORUM-EU Trade and Development 

Committee, the CARIFORUM-EU Parliamentary Committee and the Special Committee on 

Customs Cooperation and Trade Facilitation have already begun to address operational 

aspects and issues arising out of implementation of the Agreement; 

The first meeting of the CARIFORUM-EU Consultative Committee has not yet been convened, due to 

unresolved differences between the two Sides regarding the Decision on Participation in the Committee. 

In the area of Trade in Goods, The Parliamentary Committee called on CARIFORUM States that have not 

already done so, to initiate the first tranche of the phased reduction of tariffs that should have been 

effected on 1 January 2011, and to implement their cuts with respect to the second round which were due 

January 2013. 

In the area of Trade in Services, the Parties were encouraged to continue with efforts to put in place the 

policy and regulatory framework to surmount constraints to their ability to take advantage of the relevant 

opportunities, to continue to make strides in this regard. 

The Parliamentary Committee supported the view that the concerns identified by CARIFORUM States in 

the early stages of implementation of the EPA—including the difference of view with the EU over tariff 

cuts for motor vehicles, rate of duty on certain paper and paper board products and the Octroi de mer—be 

brought to satisfactory resolution. 

The Parliamentary Committee discussed the EPA as a very important tool to promote export-led 

development and economic growth, in light of the opportunities to be had in the EU market but noted that 

the EPA is not a panacea, but rather part of a set of “tools” that are on hand to promote the necessary 

institutional and structural changes needed to put CARIFORUM economies on a path to be more 

competitive.   

CARIFORUM States welcomed the proposal to lift the visa requirements for nationals of CARIFORUM 

States visiting the EU including the Outermost regions as an important measure to facilitate exchanges. 

The Parliamentary Committee agreed that graduating countries solely on the basis of GDP can negatively 

impact on the issues of poverty, good governance and democracy.    
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CARIFORUM States applauded the EU side for having exercised flexibility on some issues, which stand to 

redound to the benefit of the Region.  At the Meeting, Jamaica welcomed and applauded the action of the 

EU to review its case regarding the reduction of tariffs for the ten (10) year moratorium on motor vehicles 

and parts, but also appealed for an expedited review. 

The Parliamentary Committee agreed that the upcoming planned review of the EPA is an important 

opportunity to assess the gains and challenges from the Agreement’s implementation, to date 

 
iii. Advancing Development Objectives 

      

CARIFORUM States expressed their concern over the considerable reduction of funds available under the 

11th EDF, as well as the EU policy on differentiation in future development aid.  The Grouping was of the 

view that the EU must carefully take into consideration the implications for the economic development of 

the Caribbean and should not jeopardize its capacity to implement the EPA. 

     

7. RECOMMENDATIONS TO THE JOINT COUNCIL AND THE   

 TRADE AND DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 

CARIFORUM States renewed their call for outstanding differences to be resolved, and in that regard 

urged the Joint Council to call on the EU side to revisit its stance on matters that have a bearing on the 

Region’s development.  

The Parliamentary Committee acknowledged that the EPA’s legal character must be upheld in 

implementation, but urged the Joint Council to champion an approach to implementation that seeks to 

strike a fair balance with that imperative and the need to extend certain flexibilities to CARIFORUM 

States so as to ease the challenges that can sometimes arise for small, vulnerable, under-resourced 

CARIFORUM States in implementation of the Agreement. 

The Parliamentary Committee discussed the importance of the CARIFORUM Region’s cultural industries, 

including education, sport and national heritage activities, which are an asset of the Region and of the EU. 

In this regard, they urged the Joint Council to call for mechanisms to be put in place, at the very least, to 

encourage training and exchanges, and in the medium to long term set out initiatives to further promote 

and commercialise the creative and sporting sectors.  

The Parliamentary Committee discussed the new possibilities opened up by the EPA as regards the 

movement of persons, especially for qualified professionals, through possibilities of temporary presence 

of natural persons for business purpose and mutual recognition of professions, as laid out in Articles 80-

85 of the Agreement, though in practice regulatory barriers impinge on the realization of the Agreement’s 

stated aims in this regard; thus posing challenges to translating market access into real market 

penetration. CARIFORUM States called on the Joint Council to work to address such regulatory barriers, 
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to ensure that the full potential of the EPA is realized for qualified CARIFORUM professionals wishing to 

make use of the movement of persons provisions. 

CARIFORUM States expressed concern that some of their representatives have at times experienced 

challenges in securing visas and travel-related access to the EU in the conduct of state business, and called 

on EU representatives in the Joint Council to work to bring such difficulties to the attention of relevant 

authorities with a view to resolving them.    

CARIFORUM States noted that while the EU has signaled that it will take into account the concept of 

vulnerability and the status of CARIFORUM States in the application of differentiation, it must indicate 

how it proposes to do so. In this regard, the Parliamentary Committee called on EU representatives in the 

Joint Council to convey the approach of the EU side to the application of differentiation. 

 

8. CONSIDERATION OF DRAFT JOINT DECLARATION  

The Joint Declaration issued by the Parliamentary Committee is set out as Annex IV to these Minutes. 

   

9.  ANY OTHER BUSINESS          
 

The Parliamentary Committee noted with sadness the passing of the former Director-General of the 

Caribbean Regional Negotiating Machinery (CRNM), H.E. Ambassador Henry S. Gill, on 14 February, in 

Port of Spain, Trinidad and Tobago. 

The Parliamentary Committee aacknowledged the pivotal role that the late Ambassador Gill played with 

respect to the regional strategy pursued by CARIFORUM in its negotiations with the EU for the EPA. 

 

------------ 
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Annex I 

LIST OF DELEGATES 

SECOND MEETING OF THE CARIFORUM EU PARLIAMENTARY COMMITTEE 

3-4 APRIL 2013, REPUBLIC OF TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 

 Name Post/Role 

1 Afif Nazario RIZEK CAMILO Deputy Speaker, Dominican Republic 

2  Alexis, DOWNES-AMSTERDAM CARIFORUM Directorate, CARICOM Secretariat 

3 Brenda KING ACP-European Union Group 

4 Carlos WHARTON Caribbean Export Development Agency (CEDA) 

5 Carol BICKRAM Trinidad and Tobago 

6 Christopher MC NAIR Caribbean Export Development Agency (CEDA 

7 Christopher WILLIAMS Political Advisor 

8 Crystal AUSTIN Liaison 

9 Daniel PASHLEY Interpreter 

10 Daniella TRAMACERE EU Delegation – Trinidad and Tobago 

11 David MARTIN Co- Chair- Member of the European Parliament 

12 Diego GARZON NUNEZ Interpreter 

13 Douglas SLATER, Dr. the Hon Minister of Foreign Affairs, Foreign Trade and 

Consumer Affairs, St. Vincent and the Grenadines 

14 Edwina LEACOCK Trinidad and Tobago 

15 Enrique GUERRERO SALOM Member of the European Parliament 

16 Enrique QUIJANO Interpreter 

17 Fiona GRANT British High Commission 

18 Fitz JACKSON Member of Parliament-South St. Catherine, Jamaica 

19 Frances SEIGNORET Trinidad and Tobago 

20 Frank VAN DEN BOOGAARD Interpreter 

21 Gary TURTON Presenter 

22 George Sabin CUTAŞ Member of the European Parliament 

23 Helena HALLDORF-ROMERO EP Secretariat 

24 Inga DOTTIN-WILTSHIRE Liaison 

25 Iván OGANDO LORA Director General- CARIFORUM Directorate, CARICOM 

Secretariat 

26 Irfan HOSEIN Liaison 

27 Jacqueline CHARLES Trinidad and Tobago 

28 Jacques STURM, H.E Ambassador, French Republic 

29 Joachim JAKOBSEN EU Delegation- Guyana 

30 Joanne MASSIAH, Sen. the Hon Minister of State/Legal Affairs, Antigua and Barbuda 

31 Kateri JOHNSTON Trinidad and Tobago 

32 Kathrin RENNER EU Delegation- Trinidad and Tobago 
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 Name Post/Role 

33 Kenneth COLGAN Interpreter 

34 Lenka DUBARRE EP Secretariat 

35 Leslie HARMOLEGOS Ministry of Trade, Dominican Republic 

36 Liana SUKHBIR Liaison 

37 Lisa CROPPER-CUDJOE Liaison 

38 Mara THOMPSON Member of Parliament, Barbados 

39 Marie Louse NORTON-MURRAY Presenter 

40 Mauvios MALEK EP, Assistant of MEP - Patrice Tirolien 

41 Michel LESSEIGNE Interpreter 

42 Nand BARDOUILLE CARIFORUM Directorate, CARICOM Secretariat 

43 Navida, RAMPERSAD Trinidad and Tobago 

44 Nela KHAN Deputy Speaker of the House, Trinidad and Tobago 

45 Niccolò RINALDI Member of the European Parliament 

46 Niki BRAITHWAITE Liaison 

47 Nirad TEWARIE Presenter 

48 Norris HERBERT Trinidad and Tobago 

49 Oliver JOSEPH, Hon Minister of Economic Development, Trade, Planning and 

Cooperatives, Grenada 

50 Pamela Coke-Hamilton Executive Director, Caribbean Export Development 

Agency (CEDA) 

51 Patrice TIROLIEN Member of the European Parliament 

52 Petra VAN EYNDE-NEUTENS Interpreter 

53 Philippe DEMAY Interpreter 

54 Picewell A. Forbes, H,E. High Commissioner, Ministry of Foreign Affairs and 

Immigration, Member of Parliament, The Bahamas. 

55 Renee PENCO Presenter 

56 Ria RULLOW-BOWYER Liaison 

57 Rita KAUFMAN Financial Trade Officer, The Bahamas 

58 Roshelle HENRY Jamaica High Commission 

59 Sandra INDAR Trinidad and Tobago 

60 Santiago FISAS AYXELA Member of the European Parliament 

61 Satted KLOUS German Embassy 

62 Sean HILLS Trinidad and Tobago 

63 Shola BISHOP CARIFORUM Directorate, CARICOM Secretariat 

64 Simi SEURAJ Liaison 

65 Sonja FRANCIS CARIFORUM Directorate, CARICOM Secretariat 

66 Sonja TYSON Trinidad and Tobago 

67 Susan CURTIS British High Commission 

68 Susan SINGH-SEERATTAN Trinidad and Tobago 

69 Trudy LEWIS Trinidad and Tobago 

70 Ursa PONDELEK Political Advisor 

71 Vasant BHARATH, Sen. the Hon. CHAIR- Minister of Trade, Industry and Investment, 
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 Name Post/Role 

Minister in the Ministry of Finance and the Economy, 

Trinidad and Tobago 

72 Wayne PUNNETTE Trinidad and Tobago 

73 Welate-Kristos MILLER Liaison 

74 Yolande AGARD-SIMMONS Trinidad and Tobago 
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Annex II 

 

SECOND MEETING OF THE CARIFORUM-   CARFM/EU/JPC/2013/2/1 

EU JOINT PARLIAMENTARY 

COMMITTEE (JPC) 

     

 

Trinidad and Tobago       

3-4 April 2013        

 
AGENDA 

 
1. OPENING  

 
2. ADOPTION OF AGENDA 

 
3. PROCEDURAL MATTERS 

 
4. ADOPTION OF THE MINUTES OF THE FIRST MEETING 
 
5. ADOPTION OF THE RULES OF PROCEDURE OF THE JPC 

 
6. CHALLENGES AND OPPORTUNITIES: 

 
i. Reports on the Second Meetings of the TDC and Joint Council 
ii. Status of Implementation of the EPA 
iii. Advancing Development Objectives 

 
 

7. RECOMMENDATIONS TO THE JOINT COUNCIL AND THE TRADE AND 
DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE  
 

 
8. CONSIDERATION OF DRAFT JOINT DECLARATION:  

 
9. ANY OTHER BUSINSS  
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Annex III 

 
 

 

THE CARIFORUM - EU PARLIAMENTARY COMMITTEE (hereinafter ‘the 

Committee’) 
 

 

- having regard to the Economic Partnership Agreement between the CARIFORUM States, 

of the one part, and the European Union and its Member States, of the other part, signed in 

October 2008, and in particular Article 231 thereof, 

-  whereas the Agreement provides that the Committee shall establish its Rules of 

Procedure and inform the Joint CARIFORUM-EU Council, 

 

- whereas the agreement is provisionally applied as of 29 December 2008, 

 

HAS ESTABLISHED THE FOLLOWING RULES OF PROCEDURE at its Second Meeting 

held on 3 April, 2013, Trinidad and Tobago: 

 

RULES OF PROCEDURE 

of the CARIFORUM-EU Joint Parliamentary Committee 

set up by the Economic Partnership Agreement between the CARIFORUM States, of 

the one part, and the European Union and its Member States, of the other part, 
 

Rule 1 

 

The role of the Committee is to monitor and review the implementation of the Economic 

Partnership Agreement between the CARIFORUM States, of the one part, and the European 

Community and its Member States, of the other part. It shall be a forum for members of the 

European Parliament and the CARIFORUM States legislatures to meet and exchange views. It 

shall furthermore cooperate with the Joint Parliamentary Assembly provided for in Article 17 of 

the Cotonou Agreement. 

 

Rule 2 

 

1. The Committee shall consist of a fixed number of members, appointed by the European 

Parliament and of the CARIFORUM States legislatures. 

 

2. The length of the members' term of office shall be laid down in accordance with the rules 

and practices of the European Parliament and of the CARIFORUM States legislatures 

respectively. 

 

Rule 3 

 

1. The Committee's bureau shall comprise the Chair of the European Parliament's 

Delegation to the CARIFORUM-EU Parliamentary Committee, the Chair of the delegation of 

the CARIFORUM States legislatures (hereafter the CARIFORUM delegation) and two Vice-

Chairs from each delegation. 
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2. The Committee shall be chaired in turn, for periods of 12 months, by the Chair of the 

European Parliament's delegation and the Chair of the CARIFORUM delegation. 

 

3. Should the need arise, a delegation Vice-Chair may deputise for the Chair. 

 

 

 

Rule 4 
 

1. On a proposal from the Committee's bureau and pursuant to Article 231(7) of the 

Economic Partnership Agreement, recommendations may be put forward to the Joint 

CARIFORUM-EU Council and the CARIFORUM-EU Trade and Development Committee. 

 

2.   The Committee shall seek to take decisions on the basis of consensus. If this is not 

possible, such recommendations shall be deemed to have been adopted if they are supported by a 

majority of the members of the European Parliament delegation and a majority of the members 

of the CARIFORUM delegation. 

 

Rule 5 

 

1. The Committee shall meet at least once a year, at a venue alternating between one of the 

European Parliament's places of work and the CARIFORUM states.  

 

2. The draft agenda, which shall be drawn up by the Co-Chairs of the Bureau, shall be 

forwarded to the members of the Committee two weeks before the date scheduled for meetings. 

 

3. The meetings shall be held in public, unless the Committee decides otherwise. 

 

Rule 6 
 

1.  In addition to the members of the Committee, members of the Council of Ministers of the 

European Community and of the European Commission and representatives of the governments 

of the CARIFORUM states may attend and speak at the meetings held in public.  

 

2, The Committee may decide to admit observers on a permanent basis. 

 

3.  The Committee may decide to invite additional observers on an ad hoc basis to attend the 

meetings. 

 

Rule 7 
 

1. The secretariat of the Committee shall be provided alternately for periods of 12 months, 

by the secretariat of the European Parliament and the secretariat of the CARIFORUM 

legislature. These periods shall coincide with the holding of the Chair of the Committee. 
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2. The Committee secretariat shall take minutes of each meeting. Draft minutes should be 

circulated within two months of the meeting, before approval at the start of the following 

meeting.  

 

Rule 8 
 

Translation and interpretation facilities shall be provided on the basis of the Bureau's decisions 

and pursuant to the European Parliament's internal rules. 

 

Rule 9 

 

1.  The CARIFORUM legislatures and the European Parliament shall separately meet any 

personnel, travel and subsistence expenses arising from their participation in meetings of the 

Committee. 

 

2.  Expenditure in connection with the practical organisation of meetings shall be borne by 

the party hosting the meeting.  

 

Rule 10 

 

1. Any amendments to these Rules of Procedure which the Committee may propose shall be 

submitted for consideration by the Bureau of the European Parliament and by the corresponding 

body within the CARIFORUM legislatures.   

 

2. The Committee shall inform the Joint CARIFORUM-EU Council of amendments to the 

Rules of Procedure.  

 

3. The Committee shall adopt any amendments to these Rules of Procedure on the basis of a 

majority of the votes of the total number of members of each of the parties.  
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Annex IV 

 

Second Meeting of the CARIFORUM-EU Parliamentary Committee 
 

3 April 2013 

 

Port of Spain, Trinidad and Tobago 
 

 

JOINT DECLARATION 
 

1. The Parliamentary Delegations of the CARIFORUM States Legislatures and the 

European Parliament, chaired by Senator the Honourable Vasant Bharath, Trinidad 

and Tobago, celebrate the holding of the Second Meeting of the CARIFORUM-EU 

Parliamentary Committee in Port-of-Spain, Trinidad and Tobago. As set out in Article 

231 of the Economic Partnership Agreement (EPA) between the CARIFORUM States 

and the European Community and its Member States the role of this Committee is to 

monitor and review the implementation of the Agreement, and to be a forum for 

members of the European Parliament and the CARIFORUM States Legislatures to 

meet and exchange views.  

 

2. The Committee adopted its Rules of Procedure, another important step in the 

setting up of this Parliamentary Committee, which is part of the institutional 

framework under the EPA. Members stressed the importance of having all the 

institutions in place for the proper functioning and monitoring of this Agreement. 

Particular reference was made to the Consultative Committee, the only Joint 

Institution for which membership is yet to be established. The Committee urged 

fulfilment of this requirement.  

 

3. The Parliamentary Committee welcomed the outcomes of the Second Trade and 

Development Committee, held in Port-of-Spain, Trinidad and Tobago, on 27 

September 2012, as well as the Second Meeting of the Joint CARIFORUM-EU 

Council in Brussels, Belgium on 26 October 2012. Among the decisions taken was 

the amendment of the EPA in order to allow for incorporation of the commitments of 

The Bahamas into Annex IV of the EPA, which addresses Investment, Trade in 

Services and E-commerce. The Parliamentary Committee also took note of issues 

related to the treatment of certain goods of importance to CARIFORUM, urging both 

Sides to continue to work to bridge differences.  

 

4. The EPA was recognized as a very important tool to promote export-led 

development and economic growth, in light of the opportunities to be had in the EU 

market. The upcoming planned review of the EPA was seen as an important 

opportunity to assess the gains and challenges from the Agreement’s implementation 

to date.  

 

5. Both Sides expressed their commitment to the effective implementation of the 

EPA, a partnership for sustainable development, regional integration and the creation 

of new commercial opportunities between CARIFORUM and the EU. In that regard 

they called attention to the considerable importance of the CARIFORUM Region’s 
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cultural industries, including education, sport, national heritage activities, training and 

exchanges, which are an asset of the Region and of the EU. This is one of the single 

largest growth areas with respect to export earnings, especially at a time when there 

has been significant reduction in traditional revenue streams. The EPA was 

recognized as being of critical importance in the Region’s strategy to further promote 

and commercialise the creative and sporting sectors. The Committee thus stressed the 

importance of the implementation of the Protocol on Cultural Cooperation, as a way 

to bring the two regions closer to each other. The Committee further noted that 

different actions and measures should be considered to develop it further, such as 

twinning projects between creative cities in both regions and the setting up of an EU-

CARIFORUM Platform for the Culture and Creative Industries. 

 

6. The Committee underscored that while the Agreement opens up new possibilities 

as regards the movement of persons, especially for qualified professionals, through 

possibilities of temporary presence of natural persons for business purpose and mutual 

recognition of professions, as laid out in Articles 80-85 of the Agreement, in practice 

regulatory barriers impinge on the realization of the Agreement’s stated aims in this 

regard; thus posing challenges to translating market access into real market 

penetration. However, Members strongly welcomed and supported the proposal to lift 

the visa requirements for nationals of CARIFORUM States visiting the EU including 

the Outermost regions as an important measure to facilitate exchanges.  

 

7. Parliamentarians emphasised that the development component is an integral part of 

the EPA, and that the Agreement should contribute to the achievement of the MDGs, 

as well as to regional cooperation and integration. The considerable reduction of 

funds available under the 11th EDF, as well as EU policy on differentiation in future 

development aid, must carefully take into consideration the implications for the 

economic development of the Caribbean and should not jeopardize its capacity to 

implement the EPA. While the EU has signalled that it will take into account the 

concept of vulnerability and the status of CARIFORUM States in the application of 

differentiation, it must indicate how it proposes to do so. The Parties acknowledged 

that graduating countries solely on the basis of GDP can negatively impact on the 

issues of poverty, good governance and democracy.  

 

 

8. The Committee agreed to hold the next meeting in early spring 2014 in Brussels, 

Belgium. 

 

 

 

 

Caribbean Delegation to the 

CARIFORUM - EU Parliamentary 

Committee  

European Parliament Delegation to the 

CARIFORUM - EU Parliamentary 

Committee  

 

Vasant BHARATH 

Chair 

 

 

David MARTIN  

Head of European Parliament Delegation 

 


