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RECOMMENDATIONS

The EU-Albania Stabilisation and Association Parliamentary Committee (SAPC) held its 10th
meeting on 19-20 May 2016 in Tirana, under the co-chairmanship of Ms Elly Schlein for the
European Parliament delegation and Mr Taulant Balla for the Assembly of Albania
delegation.

It exchanged views with:

Mr Jan RUDOLPH, Chargé d'Affaires a.i. of the EU Delegation to Albania
- on behalf of the European Commission and of the European External Action Service

and

Ms Klajda GJOSHA, Minister of the European Integration
- on behalf of the Government of the Republic of Albania.

The members of the Stabilisation and Association Parliamentary Committee addressed the
following subjects:

 State of play of the EU-Albania relations;
 Political dialogue, progress in judiciary reform, state of implementation of the law

on integrity of persons to be elected or nominated in public offices;
 Electoral reform: state of play;
 Migration and regional cooperation.

The Stabilisation and Association Parliamentary Committee, in accordance with Rule 3 of its
Rules of Procedure and Article 122 of the EU-Albania Stabilisation and Association
Agreement, addresses the following Recommendations to the Stabilisation and Association
Council and to the institutions of Albania and of the European Union:

1. Expresses full support for Albania's accession to the European Union as the only
alternative for the country's future and reminds that the opening of negotiations will
largely depend on the accomplishment and implementation of reforms in key priority
areas;
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2. Recalls the European Parliament 2015 Report on Albania and the European Council
conclusions of 15 December 2015; calls for further sustained efforts in the
implementation of reforms, including by establishing the mechanisms towards a clear
track record of progress in the 5 key priorities;

3. While acknowledging that the start of accession talks would provide a much needed
impetus for structural reforms leading to the full alignment with and implementation
of the EU acquis, reminds that adoption and start of the implementation of the justice
reform package reinforcing the accountability, independence, efficiency and
professionalism of the judiciary is a key condition for Albania to start the accession
negotiations; ensuring and implementing the conditions for democratic elections are
as well essential for Albania to advance in the EU accession process;

4. Welcomes the work of the ad-hoc parliamentary committee on justice reform, the
committee's cooperation with the Venice Commission and the acceptance of its
authority by all stakeholders; calls on all parties to maintain this momentum in order
to accomplish and fully implement this key reform in an inclusive manner through
political dialogue;

5. Commends the adoption of the legislation guaranteeing the integrity of persons
elected and/or appointed to public offices; recalls that transparency and public
disclosure are essential elements for the implementation of this law and insists on its
swift and full implementation;

6. Underlines the importance of genuine political dialogue and sustainable cross-party
cooperation on reforms related to the EU accession process;

7. Commends the establishment of the National Council for European Integration and
encourages active participation of the civil society in this Council, as an important
step toward strengthening the inclusiveness of the reforms and consolidating

consensus over Albania’s EU-reforms;

8. Stresses the key role of the Parliament amidst the democratic institutions; repeats that
the reform process should be accompanied by a constructive and sustainable political
dialogue between the ruling parties and the opposition, first and foremost in
Parliament;

9. Underlines the importance of empowering civil society and of its proper and full
involvement in decision-making relating to the European integration process;
commends the establishment of the National Council for Civil Society; calls on the
authorities to enhance their cooperation with civil society organisations through
formal consultation mechanisms at all levels as well as to take steps to encourage the
growth of civil society; calls on ensuring appropriate legal and regulatory framework
for enabling environment of CSOs;

10. Notes that pervasive corruption damages democracy and is one of the most significant
human rights problems in Albania, hampering also the necessary improvement of the
business and investment environment; encourages, therefore, further intensification of
law enforcement activities aiming at fighting organized crime and eradication of
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corruption in many sectors, which remain a serious concern; calls for further progress
in the development of a solid track record of investigations, prosecutions and
convictions; reminds, among the key priorities, the need for effective legislative and
policy measures to reinforce the protection of all human rights throughout Albania
and to enhance the anti-discrimination policies as well as to efficiently implement
property rights;

11. Takes note of the OSCE/ODIHR Election Observation Mission Final Report on the 21
June local elections and the overall assessment; welcomes the establishment of the ad-
hoc committee on Electoral Reform; calls on the authorities to take necessary steps to
resolve the outstanding issues concerning politicization of institutions, lack of clarity
in the legal framework, transparency of campaign finance regulations and other
irregularities; calls to ensure and implement the conditions for democratic elections;
takes note of the proposals for addressing the main problems witnessed in the recent
local elections;

12. Welcomes Albania's readiness and declaration of good willingness to take its part of
responsibility in case the migration crisis spreads over its borders; calls for the
competent authorities to do their utmost to prevent human trafficking and ensure close
cross-border cooperation in the context of this refugee and migration crisis;

13. Notes that upward trend of unfounded asylum applications by Albanian citizens in the
EU Member States has been reversed and calls on the Albanian authorities to further
address the still large number of applications and the causes of this negative
phenomenon;

14. Invites Albania to address gender inequality, gender discrimination and domestic
violence through adequate mechanisms; welcomes amendments to the Electoral Code
adopted in April 2015 which provide for a 50% gender quota in candidate lists for
municipal councils;

15. Commends the pro-active and constructive role that Albania plays in regional
cooperation and underlines its importance, as well as that of good neighbourly
relations, in Albania's EU accession process; notes positively Albania's commitment to
the regional cooperation initiatives taken at the Western Balkans Summit in Berlin
2014 and Vienna 2015.


