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RECOMMENDATIONS

The EU-Albania Stabilisation and Association Parliamentary Committee (SAPC) held its 11th
meeting on 7-8 November 2016 in Brussels, under the co-chairmanship of Ms Monica
Macovei for the European Parliament delegation and Mr Taulant Balla for the Assembly of
Albania delegation.

It exchanged views with:

- Ms Genoveva RUIZ CALAVERA, Director for Western Balkans, DG for Neighbourhood and
Enlargement Negotiations, on behalf of the European Commission

- Mr Thomas MAYR HARTING, Managing Director for Europe and Central Asia, on behalf
of the European External Action Service, and

- Ms Klajda GJOSHA, Minister of the European Integration, on behalf of the Government
of the Republic of Albania.

The members of the Stabilisation and Association Parliamentary Committee addressed the
following subjects:

 State of play of the EU-Albania relations;

 Implementation of the judiciary reform. State of implementation of the law on integrity
of persons to be elected or nominated in public offices;

 Fight against corruption and organized crime;

 Electoral reform and preparedness for the upcoming elections.

The Stabilisation and Association Parliamentary Committee, in accordance with Rule 3 of its
Rules of Procedure and Article 122 of the EU-Albania Stabilisation and Association



Agreement, addresses the following Recommendations to the Stabilisation and Association
Council and to the institutions of Albania and of the European Union:

1. Reiterates its full support for Albania's accession to the European Union when reforms
in the key priority areas are implemented and irreversible; supports the opening of
accession negotiations in the light of meaningful progress and at a convincing stage of
implementing these reforms; strongly believes that the opening of negotiations will
provide a powerful incentive for adopting and implementing the whole set of EU-
related reforms;

2. Calls, therefore, on the Commission to recommend the Council opening of negotiations
and on Albania to ensure further sustained and comprehensive progress with regards to
the implementation of the five key priorities, needed for the start of negotiations;

3. Calls on Albania to swiftly implement the comprehensive judiciary reform and to ensure
the conditions for free and fair general elections, the full implementation of the law on
integrity of persons elected and/or appointed to public offices; Continue to enforce
measures  to fight cannabis cultivation and trafficking;

4. Commends the unanimous adoption of the constitutional amendments on judiciary
reform on 22 July 2016 and the supportive attitude demonstrated by all Members of
Parliament on that occasion;

5. Urges Albania to maintain this positive reform momentum and to swiftly adopt and
implement all the laws necessary for the full and timely implementation of the judiciary
reform; notes that the adoption of these laws, the setting up of related institutions, and
the start of implementation will be assessed by the Commission in view of the opening
of negotiating Chapter 23 - Judiciary and fundamental rights, and Chapter 24 - Justice,
freedom and security, which, in line with the established practice, are due to be opened
first and closed last in the negotiation process; reiterates that thorough and
comprehensive reform of the justice system is crucial to ensure efficiency,
professionalism, independence and accountability throughout the sector - if fully
implemented, it will bring major benefits to the Albanian citizens and increase public
trust in the judicial system and overall state institutions, as well as a sense of justice;

6. Welcomes the continued implementation of the reform of public administration and
the reform of public financial management in view of developing an efficient and well-
functioning public administration; calls for further progress in strengthening the
application of the law on civil servants, including at local government level, to ensure a
professional and depoliticised public service;

7. Underlines that EU accession needs to be an inclusive process; stresses once more that
political dialogue and cross-party cooperation is of utmost importance for the success
of this reform process and the EU accession process in general; underlines the need to
include the civil society in the reform processes and the need for more transparency
and parliamentary oversight;



8. Expresses its satisfaction that Albania took further steps in the fight against corruption
and organized crime, as recognized, inter alia, by the 8th meeting of the Stabilisation
and Association Council; commends the adoption of the Law on the Protection of
Whistle-blowers; calls nonetheless to boost efforts in fighting organized crime and
corruption even more and to fully close the implementation gap; urges institutions
responsible to continue implementing the law on integrity of persons to be elected or
nominated in public offices and to strengthen the screening process in light of the
upcoming parliamentary elections and finalize with due process ongoing investigations;

9. Reminds that a comprehensive reform of the justice system is a major tool for fighting
organized crime and corruption; notes that the perceived levels of corruption in the
country have remained elevated and that reforms implemented have not yet fully
yielded the desired results; underlines, therefore, that much remains to be done,
particularly in order to develop a track record of effective investigation, prosecution
and final convictions in cases of high-level corruption and organised crime;

10. Takes note of the operations relating to the destruction of cannabis fields and general
decrease of planted fields, as well as successful cross-border cooperation, notably with
the Italian authorities, in the prevention and suppression of activities of cannabis
cultivation; urges continued, constant and bold law enforcement actions aimed at fully
eradicating drug related crime and all other kinds of organized crime;

11. Reiterates that ensuring and fully implementing conditions for democratic elections is
equally essential for Albania’s progress in the EU accession process; urges the ad-hoc
committee on Electoral reform and Albanian authorities to ensure that the reform is
implemented in line with the OSCE/ODIHR recommendations, addressing outstanding
issues in due time before the upcoming parliamentary elections of mid-2017; Calls on
the Albanian parliament to adopt the changes of the electoral code by the end of 2016;

12. Urges Albanian authorities to seek continuous improvement of standards related to the
protection of and respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms; underlines the
need to adopt the Law on Minorities ensuring non-discrimination, equal rights and
protection, full integration and participation of all minorities in Albania’s public life;

13. Urges all parties to work together in order to create an environment that promotes
genuine media freedom and freedom of expression, while avoiding any form of
censorship in the media;

14. Encourages Albania to continue the path of the reforms undertaken in the area of
ameliorating business climate which has also contributed in the improvement of
Albania's ranking in Doing Business 2016 Index;

15. Encourages Albania to maintain its pro-active and constructive role in the region; is
pleased with the further rapprochement with Serbia; reminds that good neighbourly
relations and regional stability are essential elements of the Stabilisation and
Association and the enlargement processes.


