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The EU-Albania Stabilisation and Association Parliamentary Committee (SAPC) held its 6th 

meeting on 28-29 October 2013 in Tirana, under the co-chairmanship of Mr Eduard Kukan 

for the European Parliament Delegation and Mr Taulant Balla for the Assembly of Albania 

Delegation.  

 

It exchanged views with: 

 

Mr Ditmir BUSHATI, Minister of Foreign Affairs 

- on behalf of the Government of the Republic of Albania; 

 

Mr Ettore SEQUI, Head of the Delegation of the European Union in Albania 

- on behalf of the High Representative of the Union for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy 

and on behalf of the European Commission. 

 

The members of the Stabilisation and Association Parliamentary Committee addressed the 

following subjects: 

 

 State of play of EU-Albania relations;  

 Implementation of legislation for the fight against corruption and organised crime; 

 Reforms of the judiciary and of the public administration; 

 Protection of the environment; 

 Developments in the economy, with a focus on the energy sector; 

 Regional cooperation. 

 

The Stabilisation and Association Parliamentary Committee, in accordance with Rule 3 of its 

Rules of Procedure and Article 122 of the EU-Albania Stabilisation and Association 

Agreement, addressed the following Declaration and Recommendations to the Stabilisation 

and Association Council and to the institutions of Albania and of the European Union: 

 

1. Commended all political forces for the overall orderly preparation and conduct of the 

recent parliamentary elections and the smooth transition of power; 

2.  Considered it essential to sustain genuine political dialogue, inclusiveness and consensus 

among all parties in order to find compromises as a key to progress in political processes;  
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3. Expressing full support for Albania’s future accession to the European Union, welcomed 

and supported the Commission's recommendation to grant Albania EU candidate status 

and called on the Council to follow up this recommendation without delays; invited both 

the ruling majority and the opposition to sustain cross-party cooperation and contribute to 

the successful adoption and consistent implementation of the key reforms; 

4. Called on Albania to continue delivering results under the key priorities of the 2010 

Opinion of the Commission, in particular as regards the respect for the rule of law, the 

fight against corruption and organised crime, also by establishing sustainable track records 

of implementation; 

5. Noted some progress in judicial reform and called for further efforts to strengthen the 

independence, accountability, impartiality and efficiency of the judicial system, including 

the High Council of Justice;  

6.  Called on the parliament and the government to preserve and foster the integrity and 

independence of key institutions such as High Council of Justice, High Inspectorate for 

Declaration and Audit of Assets, Audiovisual Media Authority, National Institute of 

Statistics, etc.;  

7. Welcomed the progress made in fighting organized crime, particularly as regards the 

implementation of anti-mafia legislation, including the increased confiscation of criminal 

assets; noted that international police cooperation has continued providing good results in 

the efficiency of police operations, arrests and investigations; called on authorities to 

clarify the role of the Department of Internal Control and Anti-Corruption and to enhance 

capacity in the area of internal control mechanisms, to provide Joint Investigative Units 

with sufficient resources to carry out their responsibilities;  

8. While some progress has been made in the fight against corruption, the Committee is 

concerned that corruption continues to be a serious problem; called for a stronger political 

commitment to make steady progress in investigations and convictions, including in cases 

of high-level corruption and clear track record; 

9. Called on the government to fully guarantee the respect for labour laws in the public and 

private sectors and to ensure respect for trade unions’ rights;  

10. Welcomed an inter-governmental agreement signed by Albania, Italy and Greece 

confirming their support for the Trans-Adriatic Pipeline project and memorandum of 

understanding on support and cooperation on the Trans-Adriatic Pipeline and Ionian-

Adriatic Pipeline projects, signed by Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Montenegro and 

Croatia; 

11. Stressed the need to pay particular attention to power sector and energy security, including 

diversification of energy sources, called for greater progress in the field of environmental 

protection and climate change, the full implementation of environmental legislation and 

closer regional cooperation to promote environmental sustainability; called on the 

government to prioritize the preservation of Albania's unique natural landscape and to 

develop its environmentally sustainable tourism; 

12. While taking note of economic growth in Albania, invited the competent authorities to 

maintain macroeconomic and social stability, while strengthening further tax collection 

and the fight against the informal economy which are important for social cohesion and 

economic prospects;  

13. Called the authorities to take concrete actions, meeting EU requirements, on the respect of 

property rights, as one of key priorities of the Commission’s 2010 Opinion; 
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14. Welcomed the fact that the new government includes six women ministers and expressed 

its hope that this will be reflected in broader society where women continue to be 

discriminated. 


