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DECLARATION and RECOMMENDATIONS

The EU-Albania Stabilisation and Association Parliamentary Committee (SAPC) held its 4th
meeting on 9 December 2011 in Tirana, under the co-chairmanship of Mr Eduard Kukan for 
the European Parliament Delegation and Mr Fatos Beja for the Assembly of Albania 
Delegation. 

It exchanged views with:

Ms Majlinda Bregu, Minister for European Integration

-    on behalf of the Government of the Republic of Albania;

Mr Ettore Sequi, Head of the Delegation of the European Union in Albania

- on behalf of the High Representative of the Union for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy
and on behalf of the European Commission;

The members of the Stabilisation and Association Parliamentary Committee addressed the 
following subjects:

 State of play of EU-Albania relations

 Reforms and developments in the Parliament of Albania

The Stabilisation and Association Parliamentary Committee, in accordance with Rule 3 of its 
Rules of Procedure and Article 122 of the EU-Albania Stabilisation and Association 
Agreement, addressed the following Declaration and Recommendations to the Stabilisation 
and Association Council and to the institutions of Albania and of the European Union:
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1. Expressed their hope that after the period of difficult political situation in Albania,
which followed the 2009 parliamentary elections and this year's local elections, the 
country could make a substantial progress in fulfilling 12 key priority areas1, in which 
advancement was limited as described with concern in the Commission's 2011 
Progress Report;

2. Expressed therefore its satisfaction about the recent agreement between the Albanian 
political parties to re-start regular parliamentary work as a long-awaited step towards 
normalisation of the political climate in Albania and regarded the agreement, 
confirmed by the Albanian Parliament, as a political response to the great challenges 
ahead as highlighted by the European Commission's Progress Report; encouraged all
political actors to join forces in further advancing EU related reforms, in the same 
spirit of conciliation and pragmatism; stressed that through consolidation and rigorous 
implementation of the agreement all political actors stand to gain in credibility;

3. In particular, welcomed developments in the Albanian Parliament, where joint work 
on electoral reform and the revision of the rules of procedure was initiated, together 
with the adoption  of a calendar for approving of laws requiring 3/5 majority, which 
has led to the adoption of the first four such laws;

4. Considered that the reform of the judicial system and the fight against organised crime 
and corruption are major prerequisites for Albania's EU integration process; 
underlined the overwhelming importance of a transparent, impartial and efficient 
judiciary, independent of any pressure; acknowledged the limited progress made in 
these fields and called for effective reforms;

5. Welcomed the fact that Albania maintained economic growth despite the global 
financial crisis and, at the same time, highlighted the importance of ensuring fiscal 
discipline and continuing with macroeconomic reforms;

6. Acknowledged that Albania's good relations with its neighbours are an important 
contribution to stability in South East Europe, which is crucial for the progress of 
European integration in the Western Balkans.

                                               
1 The priorities identified in the 2010 Albania Progress Report of the European Commission
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