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"We now have a window of opportunity. It is a real opening, but it will not be there for very
long. The Iranian people have high expectations. A gradual transformation of society is

taking place. While not much has changed there are new expectations."

Press statement by Tarja Cronberg,
18 December 2013
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INTRODUCTION

Since the last Interparliamentary meeting with Iran in 2008, there have been various attempts
by the Delegation for Relations with Iran to restart parliamentary dialogue with counterparts in
the Iranian Majlis.  However these planned delegation visits were all cancelled, sometimes at
the very last minute.

Before the current visit to Iran in 2013, the most recent attempt to hold an IPM in Teheran was
in October 2012.  A pre-condition for the visit - to receive an assurance that the delegation
would be allowed to meet the two 2012 Sakharov prize winners, Jafar Panahi and Nasreen
Sotoudeh (at that time still in Evin Prison) - was imposed on the delegation the day before
departure.  As the Iranian side was not in a position to confirm that they could comply with this
pre-condition before the departure of the delegation, Mrs Tarja Cronberg, the Chair, took the
decision to cancel the mission just before participants left for the airport.

On the very first day of the visit in 2013 a meeting with the 2012 Sakharov prize winners did
take place at the residence of the Greek (Presidency) ambassador.  This meeting was widely
reported in the Iranian press the following days.  No reference whatsoever was made to this
meeting over the course of the visit by the Iranian Majlis members, Government Ministers or
Ministry of Foreign Affair officials; and there were no repercussions or reprisals during the
delegation's time in Iran.  However, once the delegation returned to Europe, the Greek
Ambassador was called in for an official demarche by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs; the
meeting was severely criticised in the press and various Government Ministers were called
before the Majlis to give explanations as to why breaches of security had occurred and this
meeting had been allowed to have taken place.

In 2010, the EU had followed the line of the US by imposing very restrictive sanctions,
particularly in the financial field, on the Iranian government as the negotiations on the "nuclear
dossier" were at an impasse.  The negotiating team of the P5+1 (or E3+3)1, led by Baroness
Catherine Ashton, the High Representative/Vice-President finally succeeded in finding a
provisional agreement in Geneva on 24 November 2013 whereby no more sanctions would be
imposed, existing sanctions would be partially eased if the Iranians agreed to - and carried out-
certain measures for a six month period during which time a final agreement would be
negotiated.

The very day the delegation arrived in Teheran news broke through that Iran's technical
negotiators had walked out of a follow-up, to the 24 November, meeting in Geneva as the
Americans had imposed new sanctions.  It later transpired that the Treasury department was
applying restrictive measures to several companies which had broken the sanctions which were
already in place.  Therefore, the visit started under a cloud of further distrust as to the ability of
the "West" to keep their word.  As Ayatollah Rafsanjani and Foreign Ministers Zarif stated
"America had broken the spirit of the agreement, if not the letter and Iran was showing them a
yellow card."

1 EU, Germany, France, Russia, China and the US
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On the programme

Before departure, the Delegation had requested a very wide range of meetings at official level -
both Government and Parliament - and with heads of UN Agencies and civil society.
Moreover, the delegation had, once again, officially requested a meeting with the two 2012
Sakharov prize winners.

The acting Presidency ambassador - Greek ambassador HE Nicholas Garilidis - the interlocutor
for the delegation in Teheran with the Majlis and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, was given to
understand that whilst there would not be an "official" meeting, an "unofficial" meeting would
be tolerated.

The programme was modified on a daily basis and the final programme did not really reflect
the one given to the delegation upon arrival at Teheran airport.

Dr Jalali, the Majlis counterpart of Mrs Cronberg, asked the Delegation to meet with families
of murdered nuclear scientists and victims of acts of terrorism committed by the MKO
(Mujahiddin e-Khalq Organisation). The Delegation agreed.

Concerns about the MKO were raised by virtually all interlocutors. The Chair and the other
delegation members, on every occasion, informed counterparts that they are fully aware of the
authoritarian and sect type nature of this organisation; that there are no official contacts
between the Iran delegation and the MKO and that any visits of MKO activists to the European
Parliament are solely the initiative of individual Members of Parliament.
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PARLIAMENT

Meeting with Dr Kazem Jalali and members of the Friendship Group for relations with
the EU

The Delegation, as the official guests of the Majlis, and in particular Dr Kazem Jalali, Head of
the Research Centre of the Majlis, was extremely courteously received throughout the duration
of the visit.

Dr Jalali and members of the Friendship group with the European Parliament of the Majlis
welcomed the official delegation of the European Parliament, which, after many attempts, had
finally succeeded in coming to Iran. Bilateral relations and discussions dispel preconceptions
and allow better understanding of the reality of the country.  Furthermore, it was welcomed that
more time and attention was being paid to MPs in the Majlis and not the MKO "opposition".

In his introduction, Dr Jalali informed MEPs that the Majlis has existed for 107 years and Iran
has now completed its 34th electoral process since the 1979 revolution.  None of Iran's
neighbouring countries has such a democratic process.  The Majlis has 290 MPs, directly
elected every 4 years with 12 committees.  All Cabinet Ministers have to be endorsed by the
Majlis and can be called in for questioning by the Majlis.  Religious and ethnic minorities
recognised in the Constitution have their own representatives in the Majlis no matter their size.
All laws adopted in the Majlis are sent to the Guardian Council for scrutiny. As laws must not
contradict religious values, the Guardian Council is composed of 6 religious leaders and 6
lawyers

Dr Jalali reminded the MEPs of the background to the recent agreement on the nuclear issue:
Iran had been a signatory member of the NPT; Iran does not want a nuclear bomb and the
Supreme Leader has gone on record stressing this point. The West has not been committed to
finding a satisfactory conclusion and has continuously imposed new conditions.

The Chair, Tarja Cronberg, regretted that no agreement had been reached in 2003, and pointed
out that, although the delegation is not responsible for negotiations, it closely follows the
situation.  The delegation hoped to expand parliamentary dialogue outwith the nuclear issue.
She agreed that there is a lack of knowledge - on both sides - about each other and that being
able to come to Iran improves such knowledge.  Moreover, allowing access to the UN High
Commissioner for Human Rights and the EU Special Representative for Human Rights would
help better understand the Human Rights situation.

MEPs Ernst, Schaake, Durant and Weidenholzer asked about the effect of sanctions,
underlining that the EP has spoken out strongly against the negative effect of sanctions and that
it had never been the intention of sanctions to cause harm to civilians. They also commented on
Iran's role in the region; and raised human rights issues in Iran, including the death penalty.
Finally, they pointed out that the EU and US approaches are different and, therefore, should not
be commonly referred to as "the West".

Dr Jalali and the Jewish religious representative, a medical doctor, regretted that sanctions are
applied to medicines.  Although 90% of Iran's medication needs can be manufactured in Iran,
drugs made by international companies, particularly for asthma and cancer patients, are not
available.  Sanctions against children and the elderly are human rights abuses.  The impact of
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such sanctions on health care and on those in need of medication makes people hostile to the
"West", no matter whether the sanctions are imposed by the EU or the US.

Human rights are used by the West as a political instrument, including the UN Special
Rapporteur, and double standards are applied. Other countries in the region are not singled out
like Iran.

The Death penalty is mainly applied to drug traffickers smuggling drugs to Europe. 80% of
executions are for drug related offences.

Finally, Dr Jalali regretted that the presence of MKO activists is prevalent in the European
Parliament and that official opposition groups should be allowed to make their voices heard.

Mrs Cronberg remarked that the temporary nuclear agreement provides new channels for
medicines and also facilitates money transfers for foreign students.  All the EU ambassadors
had promoted cultural and student exchanges as a way to foster better understanding.  Members
of the diaspora could help such exchanges to come about.

Meeting with Religious Minority representatives

(Christians of the Armenian, Assyrian and Chaldean confessions, and Jews and Zoroastrians
were present at meeting)

Religious minorities recognised by the Constitution of 1906 are guaranteed representation in
the Majlis.  Although elected as representatives of a religious minority, the MPs do not only
represent their minority, but all the Iranian people and all minority members consider
themselves as Iranians.

The Baha'is have no representative in Parliament as they are not recognised by the Constitution
as a religion.

Due to Persian culture and Shia teaching, there has never been genocide in Iran.

Meeting with Opposition members

The group of 90 opposition members is composed of reformists and moderates.  Paradoxically,
the opposition group is actually pro government and supports the current president as the
members were elected before the presidential elections, and the ensuing change in government,
took place in 2013.

As the concept of political parties is relatively new in Iran, transition to a more traditional
opposition model is still "work-in-progress".  The opposition group members would welcome
enhanced cooperation and relations with EU and neighbourhood countries and embrace
dialogue rather than a policy of unilateralism which results in more sanctions and punitive
measures.

International community values are based on respect of social interrelations and, although Iran
and the EU do not have a common language, they do have a common approach and outlook.

Asked about the economic policies for the country, one of the Majlis members, an economist,
explained that a 20 year (2005-2025) economic plan had been divided into 4 blocks of five
years each.  The first five years had proved satisfactory with growth at 6-7% and had promoted
interaction with world economies; however, thereafter, the country had become introspective
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due to sanctions.  If international pressure is reduced, and government spending reduced and
replaced with private sector finance, the Iranian economy would flourish.  The biggest
challenge will be to rebuild relationships that had previously existed.  With 12 years still to go
in the 20 year period, Iran's economy should already have been well developed and Iran should
have become the leading country in the region.  Good progress would have been made if
sanctions had not been imposed. A new atmosphere has been created under Rouhani with
opportunities for improvement.

Another opposition member, a Labour rights campaigner, hoped that current discussions would
improve the difficult and complex situation of labour, and other social rights, provided under
Section 3 of the constitution, with 24 articles dealing with rights of Iranian citizens - gender
equality, race, religion, freedom of expression, innocent until proven guilty, no torture. He
commented that social dialogue "collective bargaining" is diminishing despite the workforce of
10 million in Teheran.

Furthermore, he regretted that traditionally high female participation at university and in
government has dropped.

If attention is purely focused on foreign affairs, domestic policies reforms have no chance.

The Delegation thanked the Iranian Majlis for hosting the delegation and for their warm
hospitality.  An invitation to the Majlis to send a delegation to Brussels or Strasbourg, to
continue the dialogue during the course of 2014, was extended to the Majlis through Dr Jalali
and the Speaker, Dr Larijani.

A meeting with Mr Aladdin Boroujerdi, Chairman of the National Security and Foreign
Policy Committee of the Majlis, focussed on Iran's foreign policy, combatting terrorism and
Iran's relations with neighbouring countries.  Mr Boroujerdi expressed concern at the West's
support for Jihadist groups active in Syria.

He repeated that Iran does not want to become a nuclear power.  As the Americans have
thousands of nuclear bombs able to reach Iran, Iran does not want to run the risk of a
Hiroshima style catastrophe.  However, Iran does have the ambition to send the first Muslim
into space.

In order to enhance Iranian security they are developing their own satellite and Persian
language network.

Iran had been sincere in the Geneva talks; however, the Americans have violated the text of the
accord.  Sanctions will not cause Iran to change policy direction.

Similar to the EU, Iran has red lines for certain issues and clear and transparent standards.  On
Human Rights, each other's cultures and beliefs should be respected without them being
imposed. The relaunch of a HR dialogue is welcome, however, first there should be agreement
on the ground rules, then their interpretation and only then can talks commence.

Dr Ali Larijani, Speaker of the Majlis voiced similar views as those of Mr Boroujerdi on a
Human Rights dialogue.  He also considered that any Human Rights discussion with political
objectives is a mistake and that third countries should not highlight Human Rights issues in
Iran if they do not know and understand Iran and its history and culture.
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Dr Larijani considered that parliamentary dialogue is a good means of understanding each
other's points of view and for finding peace.  He would welcome further links with Europe and
the European Parliament.

Answering questions about women's participation in politics and the Majlis, Dr Larijani
explained that there is no quota for women MPs.  In order to raise the number from 9 (out of
290 parliamentarians), women should campaign harder.  Women candidates are not obstructed
from standing, however, they are not active.

Tarja Cronberg thanked Dr Larijani and the Majlis for hosting the delegation and informed
Speaker Larijani that she had invited Dr Jalali to bring a delegation of Majlis representatives to
the European Parliament during the course of 2014 and hoped that this would be the start of
many more frequent exchanges.  She further proposed that the two parliaments work together
on a Human Rights dialogue.

GOVERNMENT

The meeting with the Foreign Minister - Javad Zarif - and the Deputy Foreign Minister for
Europe and America - Takht Ravanchi - mainly focused on the effects of sanctions, the
Geneva interim  accord and Iran's relationship with its neighbours including, principally, Syria,
Saudi Arabia and Turkey.

FM Zarif commended the work of HRVP Ashton in the nuclear negotiations and paid credit to
her perseverance and forbearance.

Iran's overriding foreign policy concerns are to ensure stability in the region and avoid the
spread of extremism, terrorism and sectarian conflict.

Nuclear weapons and WMD are not part of Islam and are unethical.  Strategically Iran cannot
consider nuclear weapons as a deterrent.   Iran's neighbours need to be convinced of Iran's good
intentions, and having nuclear weapons would not help to convince.

On Syria and the Geneva 2 conference, scheduled for end January 2014, Iran would be ready to
participate if invited, but with no pre-conditions.  In FM Zarif's opinion, a peaceful transition to
the Syrian opposition would never happen as the opposition is too fragmented and is run by
various terrorist groups or Al Qaeda.  Only the Syrian people can decide on the future of Syria
through serious, free and fair elections. An acceptable outcome could be facilitated by the
outside world without setting conditions or attempting to pre-determine the outcome of
elections or who stands.  Without wishing to appear to be a "fear-mongerer", rather a realist,
FM Zarif warned that extremism breeds extremism and that the Saudis should be concerned as
terrorist groups have bases in Saudi Arabia.  Moreover, if these terrorist groups are supported
by the West, the West runs the risk of being haunted by these groups in the future.

The meeting with the Head of the President's Private Office, previously Minister for the
Economy and Head of the Iranian Chamber of Commerce, Dr Mohammed Nahavandian
concentrated on economics and trade.  Dr Nahavandian estimated that sanctions had increased
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trading costs by 10-20% and are encouraging a grey economy and the emergence of a
flourishing black market with relatively few taxes being paid. Traditional suppliers of quality
goods from EU countries are being replaced, reluctantly, by Chinese suppliers of lower quality
goods. Reliable, European, partners are desired, especially for infrastructure projects such as
transport and energy. Although it will be difficult to reverse changes caused by sanctions and
rebuild relationships, it can be done; however, Iranian companies cannot wait forever.

Ayatollah Rafsanjani, Chairman of the Expediency Council2, told the delegation that the
Syria crisis should be resolved through negotiation, the people of Syria should be allowed to
decide at the ballot box and their choice, reflected in a vote, should be respected.
There is a momentum for peace for both Iran and the West, however President Obama receives
a "yellow card", as he has shown weakness by not being able to stop Congress imposing extra
sanctions and the US has broken the spirit of the Geneva deal.

The delegation had an extremely informative and interesting visit to the Narcotics department
of the Iranian police where the measures taken to prevent drugs entering Iran from
Afghanistan were explained. There are over 2 million drug addicts in Iran and Iran is the main
transit route of narcotics to Europe.  Trying to extend the limited cooperation in this area,
especially in light of the withdrawal of NATO from Afghanistan in 2014, could be envisaged.
The delegation also had a chance to talk about the rising drug problem, addiction and drug
trafficking, with UNODC representatives.

CIVIL SOCIETY AND UN AGENCIES

UNHCR and UNICEF and UNODC heads explained the difficulties of working under
sanctions.  They have to use Tajikistan as a bank transfer centre (UNHCR with an operating
budget of €3million/month is not able to bring in enough cash to the country).  3 million
Afghan refugees are being accommodated throughout Iran, not in purpose built refugee camps.
The 1 million legal and 2 million illegal refugees are able to find legal jobs, have access to
health care and education.

Mr Safildien, Head of UNICEF in Iran, gave a very good insight into the effect of sanctions on
human rights, particularly their effects on healthcare, the environment and the most vulnerable
sectors of Iranian society.

Many of the child-killing illnesses eradicated from Iran are prevalent in some neighbouring
countries and the population movement from these countries (such as Afghanistan) is not fully
controlled. The risk of resurgence of communicable diseases such as measles and polio is
worrisome and due to sanctions there is lack of vaccines and the capability to produce
pharmaceuticals locally.

The shortage of critical medical supplies is forcing medical professionals to sterilize and reuse
disposable items such as cardiac catheters, intrathecal catheters for cancer treatment, and
dialysis consumables in a manner that breaches basic patient safety measures.

2 The Expediency Council is an administrative assembly appointed by the Supreme Leader  originally set up to
resolve differences or conflicts between the Majlis and the Council of Guardians, but its true power lies more in its
advisory role to the Supreme Leader."
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Human Rights concerns

The delegation had been thoroughly briefed by NGOs working on Human Rights issues in Iran
before the visit and, on every possible occasion, with every interlocutor, concerns about human
rights (individual cases, the house arrests without charges of Green Leaders Moussavi and
Karroubi, death penalty, situation of ethnic minorities) were raised.

At the meeting with Dr Mohammad Larijani, Head of the Human Rights Committee of the
Judiciary, members voiced concerns about the treatment of the Bahá'i and ethnic minorities;
access to Iran for the UN Special Rapporteur on Human Rights in Iran, death penalty,
particularly as regards juveniles, revolutionary courts, the house arrest of Messrs Moussavi and
Karroubi, the case of Mohamed Soltani and the proposed Charter of Citizens Rights.

Dr Larijani regretted that Iran's experience of dialogue on Human Rights has not been much of
a dialogue: rather more a case of accusations and shouting and double standards. Other
countries' values should not be imposed on Iran. The West is welcome to experiment with
liberal democracy; Iran has the right to consider otherwise.

Processes are underway for Mr Moussavi and Mr Karroubi which should lead to the
commencement of a proper judicial process which has been delayed too long.  Mr Soltani
committed security breaches and has, therefore, violated the law.

The death penalty has not been seen to be effective in combating drug trafficking and is being
reconsidered.  If the narcotics laws are tightened, then the death penalty for drug related crimes would
decrease.  80% of executions are for those convicted of drug trafficking offences.   More should be
done together with the EU to combat drug trafficking.  A total ban/moratorium on the death penalty is
not possible as it is written in the Koran.  However, sentences can be - and are - suspended. The penal
code is being revised to allow exceptions for death penalties for juvenile offenders. Capital
punishment sentences for minors are generally overruled by High Court decisions.

Baha'is are not banned from universities, either as students or professors.  However, members
of cults are banned. Any organisation has to have a legal base and citizenship agreements.

The Constitution defines citizens' rights and access to the judicial process is one of these rights.
Judicial offices are located in all provinces where citizens can present complaints. The new
charter will be presented to the Majlis for its approval.

Iran supports the UPR (Universal Periodic Review)3 mechanism, however, the UPR did not
have enough time to show merit before Iran was singled out amongst other countries in the
region by the appointment of a UN Special Rapporteur on Human Rights.  Mme Pillay, the UN
High Commissioner for Human Rights, has been invited on several occasions to visit Iran.
However, she has still to accept an invitation.  The special representative for Human Rights in
Iran - Ahmed Shaheed - will not be welcome in Iran for various reasons including:

• He is not neutral and lost his credibility on day? As a media celebrity denigrating Iran

• He has allegedly solicited witnesses to speak out against HR in Iran

• He does not respect Islamic rationality.

Tarja Cronberg proposed that the recently appointed EU Special Representative for Human
Rights, Mr Stavros Lambrinidis, be invited to Iran to start a dialogue at EU level.

3 The Universal Periodic Review (UPR) is a mechanism of the UN Human Rights Council (HRC) that emerged
from the 2005 UN reform process whereby the UPR periodically examines the human rights performance of all
193 UN Member States.
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CONCLUSION

The mission accomplished the aims of restarting parliamentary dialogue after a 6 year break -
in an atmosphere of willingness to listen and understand each other´s point of view.

The delegation was able to meet the two 2012 Sakharov prize winners, Nasreen Sotoudeh and
Jafar Panahi, and representatives of Non-Governmental organisations.

Two things were continually underlined as a starting point for continued dialogue:

First - dignity is the key to understanding Iran

Second - double standards, the Iranians feel that they are singled out, whilst similar
problems exist in other countries in the region, i.e. Saudi Arabia, Bahrain.

Was the mission a success?

Dialogue with the Iranian side, underlining mutual learning and listening to each other despite
differences, will continue.  A HR dialogue will, hopefully, soon be initiated by the EU special
representative.

The Presidency ambassador, Greece, HE Nicholas Garilidis and his chargé Ioannis Louzis are
commended for their assistance to the delegation before and during the visit, for facilitating
meetings with EU Heads of Mission, with NGOs and with the Sakharov prize winners, and
ironing out ensuing tensions with the MFA.
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FOLLOW UP

1) In a dialogue it is important that both parties listen and understand each other.

This requires knowledge and information about each other's society and culture and an EU
representative is essential in Iran.  This view is shared by the EU ambassadors posted to
Teheran.  Moreover, the European Parliament adopted a recent resolution calling on the
opening of a EU representation in Iran.

As a first step the appointment of a EU special envoy (representative) to Iran, could be
envisaged, paving the way to the opening of a full EU delegation.

2) As equal partners and respecting each other's values a dialogue on human rights should be
restarted.

The EU Special Representative for Human Rights, Mr Stavros Lambrinidis, has indicated
that he would be available to start a dialogue.

If it is not possible for the UN Special rapporteur in Human Rights to Iran to visit Iran, the
delegation would like to suggest that the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights - Mrs
Pillay - be encouraged to visit Iran.

3) The visit to the Drug detection centre of the Police department and the discussion with
police officers allowed the opportunity for the delegation to become acquainted with the
important measures that the Iranian authorities are carrying out to prevent the transit of
narcotics drugs through Iran to Europe. Preventing narcotics from entering Iran is, of
course, beneficial for both Iran and the EU.

This is a clear field for enhanced cooperation.

4) The EU has a dual track policy with regard to the nuclear issue, sanctions combined with
diplomacy.  It has never been the intention of EU sanctions to harm the ordinary citizens of
Iran.  The delegation expressed its satisfaction that there is now provision in the Geneva
accord for a humanitarian channel allowing better access to medical equipment, materials
and medicine, including vaccines for young children.

5) Furthermore, as part of enhancing and continuing dialogue, the delegation would like to
explore the possibilities of developing

• Cultural exchanges which could allow the European Union citizens to better understand
Iran and its rich history and culture.

• Mutual exchanges of students and other visitors should be increased.
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DELEGATION FOR RELATIONS WITH IRAN

4th Interparliamentary Meeting EP/ Iran
13 - 17 December 2013

FINAL PROGRAMME

Friday, 13 December Tehran

00:50 Arrival and transfer to Hotel ESPINAS

13:30 Working lunch hosted by Ambassador Garilidis (Presidency)
Greek Ambassador's Residence

15:30 Briefing with EU HOMs

16:30 Meeting with Sakharov Price winners, Jafar Panahi and Nasrin Sotoudeh

17:30 Meeting with NGOs working in Iran

19:00 Evening free for bilateral meetings of MEPs with their Ambassadors

Saturday, 14 December Tehran

09:30 Internal meeting of the delegation

11:00 Meeting with Dr Kazem Jalali,
Head of Majlis Research Centre and Head of Iran-EU Parliamentary
Relations together with members of the EU Friendship group

13:00 Meeting with Ms Fatemeh Rahbar, Head of Women Fraction in the Majlis

14:30 Followed by a visit of the Majlis

15:00 Meeting with Representatives of Religious Minorities
Assyrian, Armenians, Christians, Jews and Zoroastrians

16:30 Meeting with Mr. Mohamad Reza Tabesh, and other members of the
opposition in the Majlis
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Sunday, 15 December Tehran

09:30 Visit to Drug Detection Centre
Police Department

Meeting with General Ali Moayyedi,
Head of the Anti-Narcotics Police

12:00 Visit of the Reza Abbasi Museum

13:00 Meeting with Mr Alaeddin Boroojerdi ,
Head of the Foreign Policy and Security Commission of the Majlis

17:00 Meeting of the Delegation
Hotel Lobby

19:00-22:00 Working dinner with UN Agencies: UNODC, UNHCR, UNICEF
Greek Ambassador's Residence

Monday, 16 December Tehran

10:30 Meeting with Ayattollah Hashemi Rafsanjani,
President of the Expediency Council

12:00 Visit to Jewish Hospital

15:00 Meeting with Mr Takht Ravanchi, Deputy MFA for Europe and America

16:00 Meeting with Dr Mohammad Javad Zarif,
Minister of Foreign Affairs

17:00 Meeting with Dr Eftekhar Jahromi,
President of the Bar Association

18:30 Press conference
Majlis

19:30 Dinner reception hosted by Dr Kazem Jalali
Majlis
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Tuesday, 17 December Tehran

09:30 Meeting with Dr Nahavandian,
President Rouhani's Chief of staff

12:30 Meeting with Dr Ali Larijani,
Speaker of the Majlis

13:35 Meeting with Iranian NGO

15:00 Meeting with Turkish Ambassador in Teheran

17:30 Meeting with Dr Mohammad-Javad Larijani,
Head of the Human Rights Committee of the Judiciary

19:30-22:30 Debriefing with EU HoMs

Followed by a reception
Greek Ambassador's residence

Wednesday, 18 December Tehran

24:00
02:55 - 05:55

Departure for airport
Flight Lufthansa LH601 to Frankfurt
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DELEGATION FOR RELATIONS WITH IRAN

4th EP/Iran Interparliamentary meeting
Iran, 12-17 December 2013

LIST OF PARTICIPANTS

MEMBERS POL. GROUP NATIONALITY

Ms CRONBERG Tarja (Chair) Greens/EFA FI

Ms ERNST Cornelia (2 V.Chair) GUE/NGL DE

Mr WEIDENHOLZER Josef S-D AT

Ms DURANT Isabelle Greens/EFA BE

Ms SCHAAKE Marietje ALDE NL

EP SECRETARIAT

Ms DONALDSON Morag Administrator

Ms MARKULETA Ainhoa Administrative Assistant

POLITICAL GROUPS ADVISORS

Mr MAMEDOV Eldars S-D

Ms SCHÜTTPELZ Karin GUE/NGL

Mr YURTTAGÜL Ali Greens/EFA

EPP European People's Party
S-D Socialists & Democrats
ECR Conservatives & Reformists

Greens/EFA Greens, European Free Alliance
GUE/NGL Confederal group of European United Left - Nordic Green Left
ALDE Group of the Alliance of Liberals and Democrats for Europe


