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S E L E C T E D  N E W S  

Public hearing: European Services e-card 

 

On 21 June, IMCO will hold a hearing on the European services e-
card in the context of the IMCO Reports. The hearing will be 
organised in two panel discussions with invited experts. The first 
panel of experts will exchange views on "Tackling administrative and 
regulatory barriers in the Services market" with a focus on whether 
there is a case for the Services e-card, whether the COM proposal is 
the appropriate measure to tackle persisting problems, and whether 
it will lower the existing barriers. The second panel will provide a more 
detailed and critical look on the Services - e card proposal. 

LINK: Hearing 

 Exchange of views with Commissioner Moscovici 

 

On Wednesday 21 June IMCO will hold an exchange of views with the 
Commissioner for Economic and Financial Affairs, Taxation and 
Customs, Mr Pierre Moscovici. The Commissioner will present the work 
of his department, especially in the area of customs which is a core 
competence of IMCO committee. Mr Moscovici will have a chance to 
detail the strategic lines of action of the Directorate General under his 
responsibility. An exchange with the Members will follow where 
foreseeably issues as the implementation of the Union Customs Code, 
the architecture and interoperability of the IT systems in the national 
customs administration, the status of the proposal for Infringements 
and Sanctions or the customs implications of the different alternatives 
for the Brexit will be discussed. 

 

E L E C T I O N  O F  T H E  N E W  I M C O  C H A I R  

Former IMCO Chair Ms Vicky Ford (ECR, UK) was elected member of 
the national parliament on 8 June 2017 and her office of Member of the 
European Parliament terminated on 9 June 2017. Consequently, at its 
meeting on 21 June, as the first item of the agenda, IMCO will vote to 

 

elect a new Chair. ECR has officially proposed Mrs Anneleen Van 
Bossuyt for the position of chair. In the meantime, Mrs Anna Maria 
Corazza Bildt, first vice-chair, is the acting IMCO chair. 

W O R K I N G  G R O U P  O N  T H E  D I G I T A L  S I N G L E  M A R K E T  

The IMCO Working Group on the Digital Single Market will hold its 12th 
meeting on "Online Service Providers and the limited liability regime of 
the e-commerce Directive" on the 26 June 2017. They keynote 
speakers are Prof. Dr Hans Micklitz, Head of the Institute of European 
and Consumer Law (VIEW) in Bamberg, Prof. Dr Giovanni Sartor, 
Professor in legal informatics at the University of Bologna and professor 
in Legal informatics and Legal Theory at the European University  

 

 

Institute of Florence, Prof. Dr Jan Bernd Nordemann, expert on 
copyright law, trade mark law and competition law, and Prof. Dr 
Christina Angelopoulos, Lecturer in Intellectual Property Law at 
University of Cambridge, Associate Research Fellow at the Information 
Law & Policy Centre of the Institute of Advanced Legal Studies (tbc). 

LINK: Subject file 

  

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/imco/events-hearings.html?id=20170613CHE01901
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/imco/subject-files.html?id=20130307CDT62446
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N E X T  C O M M I T T E E  M E E T I N G S  

(21-22 JUNE 2017) 
Watch the committee meeting live 

Respect for private life and the protection of 

personal data in electronic communications 

On 21 June IMCO will hold the first exchange of views on Eva 
Maydell draft opinion on the ePrivacy regulation. The aim of the 
proposal is to ensure the protection of fundamental rights and 
freedoms, in particular the respect for private life, confidentiality of 
communications and the protection of personal data in the 
electronic communications sector. It also aims to guarantee the 
free movement of electronic communications data, equipment and 
services in the Union. The IMCO Rapporteur for the Opinion 
welcomes the proposal as an important part of the DSM Strategy, 
but believes that in order to achieve its main objectives different 
changes are needed. Ms Maydell believes that the proposal should 
clarify the provisions of GDPR but should not create additional 
barriers and burdens, facilitating and helping commercial and social 
activities online, and providing a proper business environment for 
the creation of new products and services thus increasing the 
competition and giving the access to more choice and services for 
consumers. 

DRAFTSPERSON: Eva Maydell (EPP)                          Procedure file 

European Union budget for 2018 

On Thursday 22 June IMCO will consider Mr Dalton's opinion on 
the General Budget for 2018, section of the Commission, 
particularly the budget lines financing policy areas under the 
responsibility of IMCO (titles 2, Internal market, entrepreneurship 
and SMEs; 14, Customs Union; 33, Consumers). The opinion 
welcomes the fact that the main priorities of IMCO in these areas 
have been properly budgeted by the Commission in its Estimates 
for the year 2018 in terms of commitment appropriations. Payment 
appropriations do diminish by 15 %, which is a source of concern. 

DRAFTSPERSON: Daniel Dalton (ECR)                        Procedure file 

Saving lives: boosting car safety 

 

During the IMCO meeting of 21-22 June, Daniel Dalton will present 
his draft opinion to TRAN on Saving Lives: Boosting Car Safety in 
the EU. For this opinion, IMCO is associated with TRAN under Rule 
54 of the Rules of Procedure with type approval procedures and 
harmonisation of technical standards as exclusive IMCO 
competences. In his draft opinion, the Rapporteur states that 
improving road safety in the EU begins with ensuring that existing 
and future provisions can be implemented and checked effectively, 
and calls for increased best practice sharing and peer reviews of 
type approval and technical services in the Union as well as for 
greater post-market surveillance of vehicles on roads across the 
Union. With regard to any new Union safety measures, the 
Rapporteur calls for full cost-benefit analysis and considers that 
such measures should be proportional to the design and production 
challenges facing small-volume manufacturers. Finally, the 
Rapporteur welcomes the improvements that market-led 
technological developments have brought to Union road safety, 
and encourages the continued exploration of the opportunities the 
digital revolution offers in that regard. The deadline for 
amendments is on 27 June 2017. 

DRAFTSPERSON: Daniel Dalton (ECR)                        Procedure file 

 
Action Plan on Retail Financial Services 

 

On 21 June, the Committee will consider a draft opinion of Josef 
Weidenholzer on the Action Plan on Retail Financial Services. The 
rapporteur welcomes the COM Action Plan and that it focusses on 
many of key issues and initiatives raised in the EP’s report on the 
Green paper on Retail Financial Services and IMCO’s opinion, in 
particular those on cross border transaction fees, pricing for car 
rental, motor insurance, eIDAS, and those aiming at increasing 
transparency in general. His draft opinion focusses on transaction 
fees and applicable rates, online comparison tools and e-signature. 

DRAFTSPERSON: Josef Weidenholzer (S&D)               Procedure file 

Compliance Package 

 

On 2 May 2017, the Commission published a Compliance Package, 
including legislative proposals on a Single Digital Gateway and on a 
Single Market Information Tool (SMIT) and a SOLVIT Action Plan. 
The package of measures should make it easier for people and 
companies to manage their paperwork online in their home country 
or when working, living or doing business in another EU country and 
it should help ensure that commonly agreed EU rules are respected. 
The Commission explains that Single Market rights, for people as 
well as companies, can only be fully exercised if the commonly 
agreed rules are fit for purpose and correctly applied throughout 
Europe. To ensure this, timely access to comprehensive, reliable, 
and accurate market information is crucial. The Single Digital 
Gateway initiative aims at ensuring that people and companies will 
have easier access, through a single digital entry point, to high 
quality information, online administrative procedures and assistance 
services. Any procedure currently available online for domestic users 
will be accessible to users from other Member States and in one 
additional EU language. 13 key administrative procedures will have 
to be made available online, including requests for a birth certificate, 
to register a car, start a business or register for social security 
benefits. In the SOLVIT Action Plan, the Commission announces that 
it will build on the successes of SOLVIT, a free of charge service 
which provides rapid and pragmatic solutions to people and 
companies all over Europe when they experience difficulties with 
public administrations while moving or doing business cross-border 
in the EU. The Action Plan aims to increase the use of SOLVIT by 
making sure that more citizens and businesses can easily access it 
and by improving data collection so that evidence from SOLVIT 
cases can be used to improve the functioning of the Single Market.  

 
 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/ep-live/en/committees/schedule?committee=IMCO
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/98341/EVA_MAYDELL_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2017/0003(COD)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/35135/DANIEL_DALTON_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2017/2044(BUD)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/35135/DANIEL_DALTON_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=COM(2016)0787&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/111014/JOSEF_WEIDENHOLZER_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2017/2066(INI)&l=en
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L A S T  C O M M I T T E E  M E E T I N G S  

(18 MAY,  30 MAY,  8 JUNE 2017) 

Online Platforms and the Digital Single Market 

On 18 May, during the fourth joint meeting between the ITRE and 
IMCO committees on the joint own-initiative (INI) report on online 
platforms by two co-rapporteurs Henna Virkkunen and Philippe 
Juvin the draft report was adopted by a large majority of 73 in 
favour, 16 against and 3 abstentions. All 48 compromise 
amendments elaborated by the co-rapporteurs and their shadows 
were adopted. In general terms, the joint INI acknowledges that 
online platforms benefit today’s digital economy and society, but 
points out that online platforms present new policy and regulatory 
challenges. It addresses the issue of the definition of online 
platforms and, following that, discusses how to facilitate the 
sustainable growth of European platforms, notes that intermediary 
liability is one of the main concerns in the ongoing debate on online 
platforms and welcomes the Commission’s plans to publish 
guidelines on that. Furthermore, the report urges for a level-playing 
field and stresses that regulatory certainty is essential to creating a 
thriving digital economy. Finally, the report addresses issues such 
as informing and empowering citizens and consumers, increasing 
online trust and fostering innovation, respecting B2B relations and 
EU competition law, and also the EU’s place in the world. The report 
was scheduled for debate and vote during the June 2017 plenary 
session. 

DRAFTSPERSON: Philippe Juvin (EPP)                         Procedure file 

Cross-border parcel delivery services 

 

On 30 May, the IMCO Committee adopted its Opinion on the 
proposal for a Regulation for Cross-border parcel delivery services, 
with 28 votes in favour (6 against and 2 abstentions). The 
Rapporteur, Biljana Borzan, had elaborated a set of 26 compromise 
amendments, out of which the 24 were adopted. The IMCO Opinion 
deletes Article 6 as a whole, on transparent and non-discriminatory 
access to networks and extends under Article 4 the transparency 
requirements to all cross-border parcel delivery service providers. 
On Article 5, the “affordability assessment of cross-border tariffs” is 
replaced with identification of “unreasonably high cross-border 
tariffs”. Article 3 requirements are not applicable to providers with 
less than 25 persons. 

DRAFTSPERSON: Biljana Borzan (S&D)                     Procedure file 

European standards - implementation of 
Regulation (EU) No 1025/2012 

The Committee adopted on 30 May 2017 Marlene Mizzi’s draft 
report on European Standards for the 21st Century. The committee, 
in the report, focused on improving a standardisation system that 
everyone agreed was already functioning. The Committee is 
amongst other things proposing to strengthen the international role 
of European standardisation, to involve annex III organisations 
further, to make sure, that it easy and possible for SMEs to 
participate actively in standardisation, and that it is important to be 
in front in the digital area such as IoT, 5G and data security. The 
Rapporteur had proposed 31 compromise amendments, which, 
after negotiations with the shadows, were all adopted. 

DRAFTSPERSON: Marlene Mizzi (S&D)                        Procedure file 

 
A longer lifetime for products: benefits for 

consumers and companies 

On 30 May the committee adopted Pascal Durand's draft report on a 
longer lifetime for products: benefits for consumers and companies. 
Among the main elements of the adopted text are measures that make 
the choice of repair of goods attractive to the consumer, the 
development of the standardisation of spare parts and tools necessary 
for repair, the support to repairs and second-hand sales, the 
consideration of a voluntary European label on product's durability, 
better information of consumers on product durability, and the proposal 
of a definition of planned obsolescence at EU level for tangible goods 
and software. The 20 compromise amendments supported by IMCO 
MEPs were adopted, and a total of 14 paragraphs from the opinion-
giving ENVI Committee were incorporated to the report. 

DRAFTSPERSON: Pascal Durand (Greens)                  Procedure file 

A Space Strategy for Europe 

On 8 June IMCO adopted an opinion to ITRE on the creation of a space 
strategy for Europe. A broad support emerged for the compromises 
negotiated by the rapporteur Evelyne Gebhardt that define the space as 
an area of strategic importance, calls for a solid positioning of Europe 
on it and details the treatment that the committee considers should be 
given to the data obtained from space technologies so that a thriving 
market develops downstream. 

DRAFTSPERSON: Evelyne Gebhardt (S&D)                 Procedure file 

2018 Budget - Mandate for the Trilogue 

 

On 8 June IMCO adopted an opinion to BUDG on the Mandate for 
the Trilogue on Budget 2018 by a large majority. All the compromise 
amendments proposed by the rapporteur Daniel Dalton were 
adopted. The final opinion underlines the importance of funding 
appropriately the single market, including its customs aspects, and 
the consumer protection area. This opinion is one of the elements 
of the works of IMCO in the Budget procedure of 2018, along with 
the opinion on the General Budget 2018 that is considered by IMCO 
on 22 June. 

DRAFTSPERSON: Daniel Dalton (ECR)                         Procedure file 

Copyright in the Digital Single Market 

On 8 June IMCO MEPs adopted the opinion on the proposal for a 
directive on Copyright in the Digital Single Market. 508 AMs were 
tabled by MEPs and almost 40 CAs were adopted by the MEPs from 
the 47 CAs originally proposed by the rapporteur. A very tight vote 
took place on key elements of the proposal such as the introduction 
of modifications to the exceptions and limitations in the field of 
research, education and preservation of heritage, and on the 
introduction of a press publishers right (art.11), were MEPs voted to 
return to the Commission's proposal by voting against all AMs 
tabled. A big overall CA was reached and adopted on article 13 and 
corresponding recitals (where IMCO has shared competences under 
rule 54 with the lead Committee JURI) on the uploaded content by 
users of internet services providers, preserving the limited liability 
regime for internet services providers provided in the e-commerce 
Directive, but supporting the adoption of agreements with 
rightholders. A big compromise was also adopted on Authors 
remuneration. 

DRAFTSPERSON: Catherine Stihler (S&D)                 Procedure file 

 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96884/PHILIPPE_JUVIN_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2016/2276(INI)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/112748/BILJANA_BORZAN_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2016/0149(COD)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/118858/MARLENE_MIZZI_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2016/2274(INI)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124693/PASCAL_DURAND_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2016/2272(INI)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/1913/EVELYNE_GEBHARDT_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=COM(2016)0705&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/35135/DANIEL_DALTON_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2017/2043(BUD)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/4545/CATHERINE_STIHLER_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2016/0280(COD)&l=en
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U P - D A T E  O N  I M C O  T R I L O G U E S  

Mandate on CPC  

During the IMCO Committee meeting of 
30 May, the EP Rapporteur on the 
Consumer Protection Cooperation 
Regulation, Mrs Olga Sehnalová, gave a 
brief account on the 2nd informal 
Trilogue which took place on 17 May. She 
informed the Committee that 
negotiations continue at a good pace and 
progress is made on different issues, 
while the EP negotiating team insists on 
the Parliament’s priorities as voted in 
IMCO, including: strengthening the role 
of consumer and trade associations; 
holding on the EP position about the 

Commission's role in coordinated actions; introducing ordering of 
compensation as a new power for the enforcement authorities. The 
3rd Trilogue is scheduled for 21 June May 2017. 

LINK: Procedure file 

 Geoblocking  

On 13 June the second informal 
trilogue on the Geoblocking Regulation 
took place in the EP premises in 
Strasbourg. During the meeting, co-
legislators approved the revised 4-
column document reflecting progress 
made at technical level. Further, they 
held a discussion on main political 
points, notably the overall question of 
scope (including whether it should 
cover B2C only or also B2B), non-
audiovisual copyright-protected 
content, applicable law and passive 
sales restrictions. The next political 
trilogue is scheduled to take place on 
27 June. 

LINK: Subject file 

I M C O  S C R U T I N Y  

Presentation by the Commission of the REFIT 

Report on Consumer and Marketing Law 

Mr Francesco Morillo, 
Deputy Director-General of 
DG JUST, presented the 
Fitness Check Report to the 
IMCO Members. A review of 
the Consumer Rights 
Directive (CRD) on 'digital 
aspects' is envisaged, 
including an extension of 
the scope to digital service 
contracts in exchange for 
personal data, and the 
introduction of transparency requirements for online 
intermediaries. Furthermore, the Commission will take initiatives on 
private enforcement, probably through a revision of the Injunctions 
Directive. The Commission also considers introducing specific 
sanctions in the Unfair Commercial Practices Directive (UCPD) to 
increase enforceability. Finally, the Commission would like to 
address some overlaps in information requirements between the 
CRD and the UCPD. A targeted legislative proposal is expected by 
the end of 2017. 

LINK: Review 

 

Exchange of views on alleged differences in the 

quality composition and taste of products sold in 

the Single Market of the EU 

According to various surveys, 
consumers are concerned 
about possible differences in 
the composition and quality 
of products with the same 
brand and packaging 
distributed in the single 
market. In the context of the 
2018 EU budget, IMCO 
Members have proposed a 
pilot project for a series of 
market researches among 
consumer products in 
different Member States to 
reveal possible differences. In 
addition, 10 Members have tabled for IMCO’s consideration a 
proposal for a Union act requesting the Commission to revise Union 
law to eliminate such misleading practices. The Committee will hold 
an exchange of views on the two initiatives. 
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