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EU-Ukraine Parliamentary Association Committee

MINUTES
of the 4th meeting of the EU-Ukraine PAC, held on 20 and 21 September 2016  in Kyiv

Kyiv

The meeting opened at 15:00 on Tuesday, 20 September 2016, with Mr. Andrej
PLENKOVIĆ and Mr. Mykola KNIAZHYTSKYI presiding.

Tuesday 20 September 2016 – 15:00 – 18:30

1. Formal opening

The fourth meeting of the EU-Ukraine Parliamentary Association Committee
(PAC) was held in Kyiv on 20-21 September 2016, and was co-chaired by
Mr. Mykola KNIAZHYTSKYI on behalf of the Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine and
Mr. Andrej PLENKOVIĆ on behalf of the European Parliament.

Members of the Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine, Members of the European Parliament,
representatives of the Government of Ukraine and of the European Commission and European
External Action Service, as well as representatives of the EU-Ukraine Civil Society Platform
participated in the fourth meeting of the EU-Ukraine PAC.

The Chairman of the Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine, Mr. Andriy PARUBIY, opened the
meeting with a welcome speech. He stressed the need for rapprochement between Ukraine
and the European Union, and advancement of reforms implementation. Mr. PARUBIY
noticed that all three branches of governance have to make great efforts in order to achieve
the intended results in European integration. Mr. PARUBIY thanked the European
Parliament for its position regarding sanctions against the Russian Federation.

Co-chair MEP Andrej PLENKOVIĆ, outlined the various aspects of EU support to the
reform process in Ukraine. MP Mykola KNIAZHYTSKYI expressed gratitude to the
colleagues from the EP who visited the Eastern region of Ukraine, and emphasized the
importance of solving security issues, fighting corruption and respect for human rights in
Crimea.

2. Adoption of the draft agenda

The draft agenda was adopted as tabled.
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3. Adoption of the minutes of the third meeting of the EU-Ukraine Parliamentary
Association Committee held in Brussels on 25-26 April 2016

The minutes of the third meeting of the EU-Ukraine Parliamentary Association committee
was adopted as tabled.

4. State of play of EU-Ukraine relations, including the implementation of the Association
Agreement

Mr. Hugues MINGARELLI, Head of the EU Delegation to Ukraine, informed about deeper
cooperation and active dialogue between Ukraine and the EU over the last year, and noted the
beginning of decentralization of power and devolution of power to the regions.
Mr. MINGARELLI stressed the need to reform energy sector, pension system, Prosecutor’s
Office, as well as the necessity to ensure independent judicial power and to improve the
investment climate in Ukraine.

Then the floor was given to Mr. Mykola TOCHYTSKYI, Head of Mission of Ukraine to the
EU, Mr. Peter WAGNER, Head of the European Commission Support Group for
Ukraine, and Mr Alfredas JONUSKA, Co-Chair of the EU-Ukraine Civil Society Platform
(EU side). Mr. Hryhorii OSOVYI, Co-Chair of the EU-Ukraine Civil Society Platform
(Ukrainian side), stressed the achievement of certain results in the trade and economic
cooperation between Ukraine and the EU, the importance to support the development of civil
society and institutional capacity to influence relevant processes in the country. Mr.
OSOVYI also noted that Ukraine is ready to adopt the European social model.

5. Exchange of views on the security situation and debriefing of the field trip to the
Eastern regions of Ukraine (18 September 2016)

Ms. Iryna HERASHCHENKO, First Deputy Chairwoman of the Verkhovna Rada of
Ukraine, noted that the ceasefire in Eastern Ukraine is being regularly violated. Ukraine is
concerned about the fact that today the majority of provisions of the Minsk Agreements are
not implemented. The government of Ukraine has a clear position regarding elections in the
occupied territories. As there are currently 38 000 illegal armed groups in the Eastern
Ukraine, the elections will be possible only due to the permanent armistice and complete
disarmament. There is also an urgent need to protect human rights, to solve security and
humanitarian issues, as well as the issues of internally displaced persons and pension
provision. MEP Michal BONI emphasized the need to focus on those territories around the
contact line, and to provide humanitarian aid to the population of the Eastern Ukraine. MEP
Rebecca HARMS stressed that the EU supports the process of democratization, the
decentralization of power in Ukraine and highlighted the importance of improving the social
situation in Eastern Ukraine. Following the discussion, there was an exchange of views
between Ms. Iryna LUTSENKO, Mr. Volodymyr GUSAK and Co-Chair of PAC Mr.
PLENKOVIĆ.

6. Institutional reforms and rule of law

During the discussion on institutional reforms and rule of law participants exchanged views,
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in particular, regarding the reform of the judicial system of Ukraine, fighting corruption,
decentralization of power, public administration reforms, measures to implement the
recommendations of the Observation Missions for the last elections and working conditions of
the mass media in Ukraine.

Speaking on judicial reforms, Mr. Serhii PETUKHOV, Deputy Minister of European
Integration (Ministry of Justice of Ukraine), outlined the reforms in the judicial sector and
noted the progress of Ukraine in anti-corruption reform process. MEP Kati PIRI commented
on the reform of judicial system. She stressed that fighting corruption and the appointment of
Yuriy Lutsenko as the Ukrainian Prosecutor General have become key controversial issues on
the eve of the referendum in the Netherlands. She expressed concern about the existence of
corruption schemes in judicial system, lack of transparency of the appointment of judges,
pending reform of the General Prosecutor’s Office of Ukraine and lack of ratification of the
Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court. MP Irina LUTSENKO noted that due to
reforms the General Prosecutor’s Office of Ukraine has lost its function of primary
supervision. Ms. LUTSENKO informed that the Recruitment Commission started its work
for selection of staff to the Inspectorate-General of the General Prosecutor’s Office of
Ukraine. The main function of such commission is to check all employees of the General
Prosecutor’s Office of Ukraine and local procuratorate on integrity and objectiveness of their
decisions.

Wednesday 21 September 2016 – 09:00 – 11:45

7. Institutional reforms and rule of law (continuation)

Speaking on decentralisation, MP Oksana YURYNETS reminded of the importance of
decentralization of power and competences of local governments. She stressed the need to
create an effective system of territorial and administrative arrangement, and to maintain
division of powers in Ukraine. She furthermore stressed that the Law of Ukraine “On
cooperation of the merged territorial communities”, the Law of Ukraine “On voluntary
association of territorial communities”, the Law of Ukraine “On State Regional Policy” and
the Law of Ukraine “On municipal guard” are essential for the creation of merged territorial
communities. Trans-regional cooperation, international legal cooperation and the Venice
Commission’s support of the amendments on decentralization to the Constitution of Ukraine
are also important. MEP Tibor SZANYI underlined that decentralization of power is the key
to the effective state functioning; and the principle of subsidiarity is the best EU instrument to
solve the issues of decentralization of powers. Besides, Mr. SZANYI called for the
sustainable protection of rights of national minorities.MP Volodymyr GUSAK noted that
centralization of power hampers Ukraine's development, and that Ukrainian authorities have
to increase competences of the local communities. Mr. GUSAK emphasized that the draft
amendments to the Constitution of Ukraine, which allow local communities to elect their
governors, are not relevant today. MEP Michal BONI stressed the significance of
development of regional cooperation and civil service reform, which will ensure the
independence and impartiality of public servants. MP. Oksana PRODAN underlined that the
central government is ready to delegate powers to the local governments.

Speaking on public administration reform, MP Alyona SHKRUM emphasized the
importance of the adoption of the strategy of public administration reform (the Law of
Ukraine “On civil service”, its implementation both on the local and national level, and
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competitive selection of the civil servants), and the need to increase salaries of the civil
servants. MEP Michal BONI declared that Ukraine has to appeal to the European
Commission for help in reforming public administration and suggested considering
information and communication technologies as an instrument for checking candidates on the
relevant skills required for the civil service.

Speaking on human rights,  media freedom and electoral law, MEP Rebecca HARMS called
for improving the election process, controlling transparency of party funding, and providing
equal rights and opportunities for all politicians and political parties, especially during
election process, while noting that elections in Ukraine are always well organized, and the
voting process is fair and regulated. She regretted that many voters do not have access to the
objective information and referred to reports, during the last six month, evidencing negative
tendencies in terms of the media working conditions in Ukraine. She insisted that war or
military conflict do not mean restriction of the freedom of media, freedom of speech and
independence of journalists. MP Mykola KNIAZHYTSKYI noted that freedom of speech in
Ukraine must always be protected, and has a good position in Ukraine, stating that there is an
external pluralism of mass media, but there is no direct persecution of journalists.

8. The EU-Ukraine relations in the economic and energy field

MP Oksana PRODAN, noted that this year, Ukraine has improved its external economic
relations, particularly in terms of export and import indicators. Ukraine systematically exports
agricultural goods, food products, ferrous metals and electric machinery, w hile Ukraine’s
import consists of food products, agricultural products, mechanical and electric machinery,
chemical industry, vehicles, etc. Ms. PRODAN informed that Ukrainian export to the EU
constitute 73% of the total export and that trade deficit in Ukraine has decreased in 2016.
Besides, Ukraine strives to ensure the implementation of technical regulations for Ukrainian
exporters. The fact that Ukraine refused to import gas from Russia has become a big step
forward. MEP Jasenko SELIMOVIC stressed that carrying out a comprehensive reform of
the economy while at the same time facing political crisis Russian occupation, and war is a
particularly challenging situation. He welcomed the improvement of Ukrainian economy and
of macroeconomic indicators, including the fact that GDP ceased to decline and the reduction
of the budget deficit.  He encouraged further fiscal reforms and the privatization of state-
owned enterprises and stressed the support of the EU for the implementation of reforms.
MP Andrii LOPUSHANSKYI emphasized that the energy sector is one of the main
directions of the economic relations between Ukraine and the European Union in terms of
implementation of the Association Agreement. Due to the reforms of the energy sector,
Ukraine has adopted the Law “On the natural gas market in 2015”, and performed reverse gas
flow from the European Union countries. Nevertheless, the Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine must
adopt a number of draft laws (27 regulatory legal acts), which will become a part of the
implementation of this law.

9. Consideration and approval of Joint Statement and Recommendations
The document was discussed and adopted.

10. Any other business
None.
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11. Date and place of next meeting
It was announced that the next meeting would take place in March 2017 on the European
Parliament’s premises in Strasbourg.

The meeting closed at 11:45.


