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Does your Parliament/ Chamber consider the full respect of democracy, 
the rule of law and fundamental rights, as per Article 2 TEU, necessary 
for good cooperation and mutual trust within the EU? 

The Hungarian National Assembly, as the parliament of a country which is the 
Member State of the European Union and the Council of Europe, respects fully 
democracy, rule of law and fundamental rights and makes every effort in order to 
enforce them.  

The rules for the functioning of the Hungarian National Assembly are laid down in 
the Fundamental Law of Hungary, the Act XXXVI of 2012 on the National Assembly 
and the Parliament’s Rules of Procedure. The Fundamental Law of Hungary contains 
the following provisions as guarantees concerning the democratic state mechanism 
and the protection of fundamental rights: 

Article B (1): „Hungary shall be an independent, democratic rule-of-law 
State”. 

Article C (1): „The functioning of the Hungarian State shall be based on 
the principle of division of powers”. 

Article E: It determines the fundamental provisions for cooperation with 
the European Union. 

 

The Freedom and Responsibility part of the Fundamental Law deals with 
fundamental rights in 31 articles whereas the most important element is Article I: 

„(1) The inviolable and inalienable fundamental rights of MAN shall be 
respected. It shall be the primary obligation of the State to protect these 
rights. 

(2) Hungary shall recognise the fundamental individual and collective 
rights of man. 

(3) The rules for fundamental rights and obligations shall be laid down in 
an Act. A fundamental right may only be restricted to allow the effective 
use of another fundamental right or to protect a constitutional value, to 
the extent absolutely necessary, proportionate to the objective pursued 
and with full respect for the essential content of such fundamental right.” 
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Further to the above Hungary has adopted the Act XXXI of 1993 on the publication of 
the European Convention for the Protection of Human Rights and Fundamental 
Freedom and its Protocols. 

As another important rule providing guarantees that the content of fundamental 
rights is regulated by cardinal law which can only be limited by an act adopted with a 
qualified majority. 

 

Does your Parliament/Chamber discuss annual reports on Democracy, 
Rule of Law and/ or Fundamental Rights? 

Matters relating to the democracy, rule of law and fundamental rights are monitored 
by the competent committees of the Hungarian National Assembly – explicitly the 
Committee on European Affairs and the Committee on Justice. The Committee on 
European Affairs closely monitored the European Union decision-making procedure 
of the EU Fundamental Rights Agency. Hungary played an important role in the 
establishment of the Agency. 

 

Does your Parliament/Chamber have any procedure to assess the state of 
DRF annually at national level? 

The Hungarian National Assembly cooperate closely with the competent authorities 
of the Hungarian Government to assess the questions concerning democracy, rule of 
law and fundamental rights (for more details please see the next answer). 

 

Does your Parliament/Chamber have debates on the situation of 
Democracy, Rule of Law and/ or Fundamental Rights (DRF)? 

The Hungarian National Assembly (HNA) or a parliamentary committee – upon 
request of the HNA or authorization of law – examine the effectiveness of rule of law 
and fundamental rights on the basis of reports and communications of different state 
bodies, officials, and authorities responsible for the distinct areas of law. 

The Minister of Justice and the Minister of Human Capacities are obliged to provide 
such annual reports. 

The Minister of Justice informs the Committee on Justice in his annual report about 
the implementation of the European Court of Human Rights judgements and the 
activities of the Government Representations [on the basis of Resolution 23/2007. 
(III.20.) OGY, point 2]. 

Commissioner for Fundamental Rights and his deputies provide the protection of 
fundamental rights and report to the HNA about their activity. This report is 
discussed in several committees, and later the HNA decides about its adoption by 
open vote. 

The Independent Police Complaints Board (IPCB) reports to the HNA in every 3 
years about its operation and procedures and provide an annual report to the 
committees responsible for law enforcement and the one for human rights. The IPCB 
investigates complaint on specific police operation and furthermore makes proposals 
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to the National Police Commissioner to give, modify or withdraw instructions in 
order to apply the fundamental rights more effectively. 

The Equal Treatment Authority is responsible for monitoring the implementation of 
the principle of equal treatment, and its jurisdiction extends all over Hungary. The 
Equal Treatment Authority is independent, autonomous public administrative body. 
Its responsibilities must be set out in law. It is not subject to instructions regarding 
its functions, and it discharges its responsibilities separately from other bodies and 
free of outside influence. The Equal Treatment Authority regularly informs the public 
and the HNA about the situation of effectiveness of equal treatment. 

In the course of their activity the courts ensure the implementation of law. An annual 
report is provided by the President of the Curia and the President of the National 
Office for the Judiciary about their experiences. 

The Prosecution Service (PS) is involved in ensuring the laws be respected by 
everyone in order to protect the public interest. In the case of violation of law, in 
cases and methods laid down by law, the PS decides to take action to protect legality. 
The Prosecutor General reports on its activities and experiences to the HNA annually. 

In addition to the above, the competent representative of the Hungarian Government 
reports on the Rule of law dialogue under the framework of EU General Affairs 
Council to the Committee on European Affairs and the Committee on Justice of the 
HNA. The Committee on European Affairs also discuss the statements of the EU 
Justice Scoreboard with the participation of the representative of the Government 
and the President of the National Office for the Judiciary. 

 

As National Parliaments play a key role in maintaining the necessary 
continuous debate within the common Union consensus on DRF, the DRF 
Pact proposes an interparliamentary debate. 

- How could the work of your Parliament/Chamber contribute to this 
annual DRF policy cycle? 

Should such an interparliamentary debate be established, the delegation of the 
Hungarian National Assembly is ready to participate. 

 

Finally, what suggestions does your Parliament/Chamber have for 
ensuring compliance with Article 2 TEU by all Member States? 

With regard to ensuring compliance with Article 2 TEU it is important to avoid 
duplications. For this purpose an assessment is needed in order to map the existing 
methods and organisations in Europe concerning democracy, rule of law and the 
effectiveness of fundamental rights.  

 


