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Introduction 

 

After an unsuccessful attempt to organize an Interparliamentary meeting with Iraqi CoR 

members in April 2012, the event could finally take place in September. Our Iraqi guests are 

members of the Foreign Affairs Committee and of the Human Rights Committee of the CoR.   

The Iraqi Delegation arrived the day before the IPM, on September 24, and left on September 

28. Besides the Interparliamentary meeting, the Iraqi embassy organised several other 

meetings in different European institutions, or separately with specific members of the 

European Parliament.   

On September 25, meetings in the framework of the IPM lasted the whole day. Lunch was 

offered by Mr Stevenson in the Presidential restaurant of our institution, in presence of Mr 

Gianni Pittella, Vice President of the European Parliament. Dinner was also offered by the 

Chair of Delegation, and took place in the restaurant “Rouge Tomate” in Brussels.  

There was a wide variety of topics debated during the day. Stability and security situation in 

Iraq, regional context, Partnership and Cooperation Agreement, energy, industry and 

research cooperation, economic and trade links, and Human Rights, just to mention the most 

important ones. For each topic, experts and/or Members of the European Parliament were 

invited.  

Beyond exchange of information and debate, the visit greatly contributed towards 

confidence building, enhancing friendship and strengthening not only institutional, but also 

personal ties. 

The IPM was judged as having been very successful. It generated a lot of positive 

expectations. Now the priority of the Delegation is to fulfil them, together with Iraqi friends.  

An ambitious Joint Declaration was signed, at the end of the meeting, by Mr Stevenson, Chair 

of the EP Delegation for Relations with Iraq, and Mr Al-Rikabi, Head of the Iraqi CoR 

Delegation.  

 

 

 

 

1. Mr. Stevenson, Chair of EP Delegation for Relations with Iraq  

 
He pointed out that religious and ethnical divisions were a major challenge for Europe in the 

past, and are a big challenge for Iraq today. A challenge he hopes Iraq will win soon! He 

prospected a unified Iraqi nation, on the grounds of dialogue, cooperation, democracy, 

human rights and respect for the rights of all minorities.  
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He invited Iraqi guests to speak openly about what they wish from the European Union, what 

kind of Partnership they would like to build and to which topic they would like to give 

priority, choosing among scientific, technical, commercial, economic, educational and/or 

other types of cooperation.   

 

He reminded the recently finalised Partnership and Cooperation Agreement between EU and 

Iraq, and its huge potentialities, especially in the promotion of Human Rights and economic 

and trade links.  

 

He recalled the Memorandum of Understanding on a Strategic Partnership in Energy, a 

milestone in EU-Iraq relations and also a potentially useful tool for the long term 

diversification of Iraq’s energy sources and economy as a whole.  

 

Joint Strategy Paper and National Indicative Programme for Iraq were mentioned. They serve 

to deploy best practices and comparative advantage of the European Union to support Iraq in 

achieving political and socio-economic progress in line with the Millennium Development 

Goals.  

 

He pointed out that, from 2003 to 2011 included, the total amount of EU support to Iraq 

amounted to €1124.5 million, covering humanitarian aid, reconstruction, development 

assistance and other important chapters of cooperation.  
 
Finally, Chair mentioned Human Rights situation in Iraq. He expressed concern about torture, 

executions, death penalty, tendency towards dictatorship, bad situation for women, and 

emphasized that Europe believes and protects some core values it considers Universal, like 

Human Rights.    

 
 

2.  Mr Hansjorg Haber, Civilian Planning/Conduct Capability - EEAS 

 

The EEAS mission is located in three places: Baghdad, Basra and Erbil. In Spring 2011 the 

capacities were deployed on the ground in Iraq, so the mission could start interacting with 

local authorities, EU delegation, single EU Member States and US.  

 

The mission has three guiding principles: Security, involvement of Iraqi counterparts at every 

step, flexibility and responsiveness.  

 

The mission consists in the following fields of cooperation:  

 

• Police: a Federal investigator training programme has been established. It is 

currently a permanent requirement for all the investigators.  

• Judicial: Iraqi judges are trained in order to be able to cope with more and more 

sophisticated crime challenges.  

• Penitentiary: the mission is spreading modern penitentiary tools, already used in 

Europe, like auditing practices. The focus is also on rehabilitation.  
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Thanks to mission's achievements, there has been in general some progress on Human Rights 

in Iraq. Mission is also cooperating with local NGOs.  

 

The mission is fostering long term sustainability. “Training the trainers” and transfer of 

knowledge are very important objectives.    

Short debate with MEPs followed. In this context, Mr. Haber stated that the mission does not 

know anything about the alleged secret prisons, because: 

 

1. they do not have contacts with the people, but only with Iraqi official sources; 

2. they have limited capacities, they are small compared to the huge Iraqi penitentiary 

system;  

3. they have limited moving capabilities, since they have to circulate heavily protected;  

 

They do not know anything about the status of 19.000 prisoners, handed over to Iraq by the 

Americans; 

 

He also informed the audience that "villa number 7" will soon be available for the EU 

Delegation, which will subsequently move there from the British compound. He added Mrs. 

Hybaškova, EU Head of Delegation, works in a container for the time being.  

    

 

 

3. Mr Al-Rikabi - Head of Iraqi CoR Delegation  

 

 

He declared being pleased and delighted to visit our "august" institution.  

 

He told Iraq paid a high price for dictatorship. There are hundreds of common graves and 

many crimes were committed by the regime. Iraq will not allow dictatorship to return.  

 

Iraqi Parliament has a limited experience; there are many weaknesses in terms of how the 

laws are passed and how the Parliamentary committees are structured. A general working 

agenda is still problematic to determine.   

 

A broader problem is the division of powers. Judiciary should be clearly divided from the 

other two, but there is no familiarity with this kind of approach.  

 

Concerning oil policy, Iraq does not know how to do things in an efficient way, they do not 

have tools, and they have structural problems. It is not clear whose competency it should be. 

They need to build new experience, think thanks, etc.  

 

Since Iraq is proving to be a successful democratic experience, there is a lot of undue foreign 

interference, whose aim is to kill the Iraqi democratic process. As a matter of fact, some 

foreign powers fear the success of democratic transition, and try to undermine it by all means. 
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Rumours, destructive media campaigns, alleged secret prisons and other allegations are only 

tools of this pernicious campaign.  

 

Daily, killers put explosives in the cars and target innocent victims. Terrorism is widespread 

and difficult to counter fight.  Despite all this, Iraq tried to build a modern and democratic 

institutional framework.  

 

Civil war raged for years, following the US occupation. In 2007 President Bush refused to 

withdraw from Iraq, and the situation was really unsecure.  

 

Finally now the word "end" to the civil war can be said, and there are no American troops 

anymore.  

 

Even if Iraq does not meet all the EU Human Rights requirements, the country would like to 

learn from the European Union. 

 

He thanked for all the cooperation.  

 

 

 

4. Mrs Safiya Talib AL-SUHAIL - Foreign Affairs Committee 

 

Everything concerning Human Rights is only at the beginning in Iraq. The Parliament and the 

Independent Commission are making baby steps towards their implementation. This is 

because people generally never heard about the Universal Declaration of Human Rights.  

 

But Iraq is progressing in many ways. They are promoting a Human Rights culture, they made 

a Law against trafficking of people, a Law for basic rights of women, such as the passing of 

Nationality to their children. They are studying a mechanism of compensation for innocent 

prisoners. 

 

The sort of the 19.000 prisoners is very clear and obvious: the majority of them were already 

put to trial, some of them were released, others condemned on basis of clear evidence.  

 

Secret prisons have been investigated. The Committee did not obtain any evidence of their 

existence.  

 

It is true that some people are detained without a trial for too long time; this is also due to a 

lack of judges. It is true some people have been tortured. This is unacceptable, and they are 

normally prosecuted, when discovered.  

 

 

 

5. Mrs Al Deen Al-Jaf, CoR Human Rights Committee 
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Human Rights will be much better promoted by a widespread cultural battle, starting from 

primary and secondary schools. In this context, the UN aid in the field of continued training 

and the possible EU help in training the teachers of Human Rights would be extremely 

helpful.  

 

Concerning the cases of torture, all the relevant bodies are working together in order to 

tackle the problem and extirpate it. Isolated cases have been individuated so far. Penalties 

have been given.  

 

Mrs Al-Jaf represents the Kurdistan Autonomous Region in the Iraqi CoR. She pointed out that 

there is no real equality yet between Iraqi regions, and that the democratic process is not 

implemented well.  

 

 

 

 

6. Mr Dirk Toornstra - Director of OPPD 

 

 

In Iraq, like in many other countries that are unfamiliar in implementing Democracy, the 

Council of Representatives is an institution in which a rough battle for power is going on.  

 

In such a situation, European Union cannot impose Democracy, but only try to share best 

experiences and democratic practices with Iraqis. Democracy must be a bottom-up, not a top-

down process.  

 

What is certainly important is a fruitful parliamentary cooperation, in order to enhance this 

democratic experience sharing.  

 

The main task of OPPD is to reinforce ad deliver support to Parliaments in any circumstance, it 

does not matter how different are they among themselves. By the way, Parliaments around 

the world can indeed be very different.    

 

 

 

 

7. Mrs Patricia Llombart – Cussac, HoD ARP, Iran, Iraq - EEAS 

 

She saw two democratic elections in Iraq, and she was appalled by the level of violence 

surrounding these events.  

 

She stated the strategy of the EEAS for Iraq is the following: 

 

1. Europe  wants a long term relationship with Iraq; “we are there to remain!” 
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2. Iraq offers to Europe enormous resources: natural, cultural and strategic ones. It could 

be a very important partner.  

3. It is important to involve in bilateral dialogue not only politicians, but also students, 

economic actors and civil society in general;  

 

A very good step in this sense is the Partnership and Cooperation Agreement, which explicitly 

provides for one Interparliamentary meeting per year.  

 

There is a need for a frank and open political dialogue. Iraqi institutions should work on their 

accountability and responsiveness towards citizens.  

 

The problem of Women' and minorities' rights must be discussed and resolved together.  

 

Programs need to be very targeted and respect Iraqi needs and priorities. In this context, EEAS 

is implementing a Programme of Support to the CoR. A Memorandum of Understanding was 

signed, and became an important part of the assistance.  

 

 

8. Mr Tarja Cronberg - Chair of the Delegation for Relations with Iran  

 

She stated that there is a very limited dialogue with Iran for the time being. Nevertheless, Iran 

is a pivotal actor in the area. 

 

She informed us that some analysts say it would make sense for Iran to obtain nuclear 

weapons, in order to counterbalance Israeli strength.  She does not agree, since she is against 

this kind of “Mutual Assured Destruction” logic. Rather, the Delegation urges Iran to respect 

the relevant UN resolutions and renounce to its nuclear programme.  

 

Concerning Iran - Iraq relations: there has been a lot of Iran oil smuggling through Iraq. This 

issue harms Iraq society in general, because it creates large areas, where legal certitude is non 

existent, crime rates are high, there is human trafficking and other crimes perpetrated by 

smugglers.     

 

 

9. Mr Al-Rikabi - Head of Iraqi CoR Delegation 

 

In terms of EU-Iraq there is a whole set of bilateral agreements with the member States on 

many areas. The explicit task of our Delegation here is to further strengthen cooperation. 

 

Iraq is unfortunately obliged to fight a daily struggle against Al-Qaida. The West made a 

mistake in supporting Al-Qaida in Afghanistan against the USSR in 1989, and it made it again 

recently in Libya. Better cooperation is needed, in order to fight it efficiently. Al-Qaida is still 

the main threat in the Middle East. If it is unleashed, it will be bad for everybody.  
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Finally Iraq is an equal regional player. He sees the role of the country primarily as a soft 

power in the area. they want to start a new era characterized by positive relations with other 

actors of the region. Iraq has a very important historical relationship with Iran, but this does 

not mean that the country follows the Iranian agenda.  

 

Concerning the nuclear issue, Iraq is in line with the position of the Arab League. They are 

very concerned about the mounting of tensions between Iran and the international 

community, which can only be detrimental to Iraq.  

 

They want to play a distension role, in order to enhance peaceful relations between the 

international community and Iran or Syria.  

 

A brief debate followed; Mrs Al-Suhail recalled that also Saudi Arabia and Turkey are trying to 

have an influence in Iraq. Mrs Gomes spoke of sources of Al-Qaida financing, where do they 

come from? 

 

 

 

10.  Mr Elmar Brok, Chair of the EP Foreign Affairs Committee 

 

Iraq is in the heart of a very important historical region. Unity has finally been achieved.  

 

However, Iraq must deal with very important and delicate questions: nuclear stability in Iran, 

possible military reaction to the Iranian nuclear programme, Saudi Arabia financing the Syrian 

armed opposition, and so on.  

 

Kurdish debate is also crucial for Iraqi stability: as a matter of fact, in Syria, in this moment, 

local Kurdish population is trying to gain a consistent degree of autonomy, but Turkey will 

probably not allow it.  

 

EU greets and welcomes Iraqi guests and wishes them to build a strong and Federal, but 

Unified, Iraq.  

 

Mr Al-Rikabi agreed with Mr Brok, and added a remark: Bashir Al-Assad is maybe not the 

perfect solution for Syria, but if he will be defeated, who will come at his place? Iraq fears Al-

Qaida.    

  

 

11.  Mr Mario Mauro – EP Foreign Affairs Committee, PCA Rapporteur  

 

The assent vote of the European Parliament on the PCA will be scheduled at the latest for 

January 2013.  
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As it is known, PCA is a milestone of the EU - Iraq relations, and the first agreement of this kind 

between EU and Iraq.  It focuses on the following areas, seen from a little bit different 

perspective: 

 

• Soundness and transparency of Iraqi institutions;  

• Iraq is a WTO observer: we pledge for its full membership as soon as possible; 

• Fight against proliferation of weapons of mass destruction;  

• Prevention and repression of terrorism; 

• Long-term multi-dimension partnership; 

 

Iraqi chronicles is often discouraging. This is also due to the lack of a fully functioning and 

stable government. In this context, the country is asking for EU technical assistance. Our task 

is to provide it.  

 

Mr Al-Rikabi stated, at this point, also in order to answer to a number of previous questions, 

that Al-Qaida was at the origin of civil war in Iraq. So, EU should ask its Gulf friends to stop 

supporting al-Qaida. EU should also directly intervene against Al-Qaida. Concerning Syria: Iran 

supports the regime of Basher Al-Assad, Iraq does not.  However, Iraq sees as dangerous the 

void of power potentially created by an insurgents' victory in Syria. Al-Qaida could step in.  

 

He added that on the other hand Turkey is refusing any discussion on water. 85% of water 

streams down to Iraq from Turkey, which seizes most part of it by irrigation and hydro energy 

projects. He therefore asked EU to stop co-funding Turkish dams which put at risk Iraqi water 

supply.   

 

He expressed satisfaction about all aspects related to the Partnership and Cooperation 

Agreement. This agreement will be fully sustained by the Iraqi Government.  

 

He pointed out that yes, it is true Iraqi Government is unstable, but he invited to look at Italy, 

Israel, or the Fourth French Republic. They are/were unstable as well, despite being examples 

of sound democracies. 

 

Finally, he stated that the timing of visit of the EU Parliamentary Delegation to Iraq will be 

extremely appropriate (February 2013), since around the beginning of next year a discussion 

and vote of the PCA is foreseen in the CoR. So, ideally, EP will approve it around January, CoR 

as well, and the visit of the Delegation for Relations with Iraq will follow short after.  

 

 

12.  Mr Olivier De Laroussilhe - HoU S Med and ME, DG Trade, EC  

 

The primary objective for the Iraqi economy today is to diversify. As a matter of fact, 98% of Iraqi 

revenue comes from oil.  

 

In order to achieve diversification, foreign direct investment is of high importance. Therefore, 

clear rules for investors are needed, and the security situation in the country must be improved. 
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This is especially critical for small and medium enterprises, which cannot afford to hire a complex 

security apparatus.  

 

A very positive thing is that PCA also covers services sector.   

 

WTO membership is like a "drivers' licence" in the international trade. Hopefully Iraq will soon be 

part of it.  

 

However, the main obstacles to international trade for Iraq today are technical requirements, 

standards, and phyto-sanitary regulations in the EU. Since the implementation of these 

standards is difficult, Iraq needs relevant technical help. Especially important is the cooperation 

with the officials from Iraqi Ministry of Trade.  

 

Moreover, fluctuation in international oil prices has severe consequences on Iraqi economy. Also 

for this reason diversification is needed.  

 

Iraqi Delegation added that Iraq does not have a real water policy yet, but it needs one as soon 

as possible. Iraqi industry is not environmentally friendly, so it would be useful that EU assistance 

focuses on the improvement of environmental standards. Iraq needs foreign companies and 

foreign expertise, but the final goal is to build a sound domestic economy.  

 

There are discussions with the EIB (European Investment Bank) for a financial intervention in 

order to favour diversification of Iraqi economy.  

 

A comprehensive Hydrocarbon Law is undergoing discussion in Iraq. This law will be beneficial 

for everybody, Iraq in primis.    

 

 

13. Mrs Paula Abrieu Marques, Head of Unit, DG Energy, EC 

 

Besides hydrocarbons, solar energy is a great potential in Iraq for diversifying energy sources.  

The Memorandum of Understanding on energy is a win-win type of cooperation, with a lot of 

possibilities of technology transfer towards Iraq. The following points are on the priority list: 

 

• Improve electricity supply in Iraq; 

• Identify export gas market volumes; 

• Create a regional Energy Center of Excellence in Iraq;  

 

Two new high capacity pipelines are under construction to export gas towards the European 

continent.  

As a basis for planning, European Commission uses the National Development Plan. 
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Iraqi Delegation added that refineries, new technologies, terminals, experience in management 

etc., are all essential elements, on which a continuous transfer of expertise is certainly beneficial. 

Iraq signed contracts with Exxon Mobil, Total, Shell and British Petroleum. However, there are 

still giant oil fields that are not exploited. It is important here to avoid Nigerian experience, and 

to have a sound energetic plan, which would aim to diversify, in last analysis, Iraqi economy by 

freeing it from the dependence on oil and gas sector.  

In order to offer better services to Iraqi citizens, the country is planning to build new power 

plants. Citizens require 10 times more energy compared to what is available today. A radical 

upgrade is needed. Terrorists often blow with dynamite 400 KV electricity networks, and this of 

course worsens the situation. Those networks are difficult to protect.  

In addition, there is corruption and nepotism in the electricity sector. Local experts are being 

formed to tackle the issue. 30% of energy is lost only because networks are outdated. Tendering 

takes time as well.  

Iraqi Delegation added that oil revenues must be dropped out of the political debate.  

 

 

14. Mrs Amalia Sartori, Chair of ITRE committee, EP 

 

She affirmed that oil producers are a source of income. On the other hand, consumers must have 

access to energy resources in order to live decently and to create added value by producing and 

enhancing the existing things.  

There is a great interest of the EU to improve and develop relations with Iraq. Especially 

important for EU would be to increase the LNG (liquefied natural gas) import from Iraq. So, it 

must be seen what are the possibilities to create, in Iraq, compatible terminals for this kind of 

import.  In addition, Iraq is planning, together with Shell, the Southern gas pipeline. They will 

create a joint company for this aim.  

It is predicted Iraq will become self sufficient in energy production by 2018, and by that year 

production will overcome internal consumption.  

 

15. Mrs Eleonora Catella, European Business Association 

 

There are new opportunities for business in Iraq. 

The priority of the European business is to create a stable and predictable business-friendly 

environment in Iraq. 

However, there is an unclear division of competencies for oil and gas contracts. Who is 

responsible for what between Regional Governments and Central Government? They welcome, 

in this sense, the new Iraqi oil law that clarifies competencies. 
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16. Mr Jean Barbé, DevCo Head of Sector, EC 

 

National Development Plan for Iraq currently covers the period 2010 - 2014.  

3,5 million houses are missing.  

Water and sanitation are also consistent problems.  

There is an issue of "spatial equality", problems in rural areas, like low productivity in 

agriculture.  

Capital intensive policies, like investment in housing sector and increase of agricultural 

productivity, are a priority for the Iraqi Government.  

NDP allocates 25% in oil and electricity, 17% in buildings, and 10% in agriculture. 

Government adopted three mains tools: a security one, a fiscal/monetary one, and a human 

resources one.  

On this basis, the EU prepared the National Indicative Programme covering 2011 - 2013, based 

on three areas: 

1. Good governance, rule of law; 

2. Education and labour market oriented professional training; 

3. Better management and efficiency;  

There is a day to day dialogue between donors and government. A briefing book was written in 

2010, which underlines the following three points: 

1. Insufficient linkages between Iraqi institutions and administrative processes; 

2. Lack of capacity in the field of strategic planning; 

3. Insufficient use of international good practices, like accountability, etc. 

A new NDP has been launched by Iraq, covering the period 2013 - 2017. Commission will base its 

own strategy on this new programme.  

Mr Al-Rikabi added that in Iraq there are currently 92 general enterprises, employing around 

8000 people.  

 

17. Mrs Ana Gomes, EP D-IQ, on Human Rights  

 

She is pleased with the enhanced women participation in Iraqi public life, even if the situation is 

still difficult.  

EP does not neglect the very difficult situation of Iraq, confronted to terrorism and sectarian 

divisions.  

However, since EP gives tremendous importance to Human Rights, particularly to death penalty 

issue, the Delegation is unhappy to see Iraq in the third place in the world for number of 

executions. Also not so severe offences can lead to death penalty.  
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Situation inside some prisons is worrying. There is overcapacity and torture.  

There are concerns on threats against freedom of assembly and expression. 

Civil society organizations are very worried about the level of domestic violence. Kurdistan 

Regional Government banned genital mutilation, very good. But, will it be followed by the rest 

of Iraq? And, who will control the implementation of the ban?  

She added that particularly vulnerable categories in Iraqi society are disabled people, minorities, 

and recently also Syrian refugees. 

Debate followed.  

Iraqi Delegation pointed out that many of them have spent a lot of time in prison, so they realize 

very well that Human Rights are a fundamental principle. However, the difficulty lies in the fact 

that Human Rights are a cultural issue, they must be accepted and shared by the people before 

they can be enshrined in Law. It might require several generations before Iraq reaches the EU 

awareness level about Human Rights. The political class today is not necessarily able to apply 

Human Rights criteria. Almost all Iraqi prison guards have been there from Saddam's regime and 

are used to torture people. Iraq is beginning a long journey here, and an independent High 

Commission for Human Rights is a consistent step forward.  

Mr Al-Rikabi added that there is a newspaper in Baghdad, which is financed by Saudi Arabia and 

is against the Prime Minister Al-Maliki. There is no law limiting the freedom of the press. There 

are no secret prisons, it is only propaganda! Concerning death penalty, Mr Al-Rikabi respects EU 

culture and approach, but adds that in Iraq the situation is quite different: they have to fight 

terrorism every day.  

 

Mrs Al-Suhail added that there was a huge women' rights meeting in Erbil. They managed to 

put a lot of people together, and it was indeed a big success. A lot of actors, from Iraqi civil 

society and international ones, helped in organizing the event. Five priorities have been decided 

in that occasion:  

 

1. Curricula improvement in order to enhance sensitivity about women' rights; 

2. stimulating an increase of women presence in the media, to represent women' position;   

3. actions in order to promote a culture of equal opportunities; 

4. poverty issue has to be resolved; 

5. Access of widows to health care and social security; 

 

They managed to bring together 130 MPs for an alliance creating women leadership 

participation. In addition, there are actions for the implementation of a quota system. Moreover, 

a Bill has been discussed for the creation of a National Strategy against violence on women. 

Particularly in Kurdistan, violence is rising, especially domestic one. It would be outdated to 

blame the culture. The best approach is the one that EU is already promoting, and which 

consists in offering advice, assistance, guidelines from NGOs, helping in particular the most 

vulnerable subjects, such as widows, combat human trafficking, etc. 
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Mrs Saleem Ali stated that Human Rights legislation is now in the stadium of a draft law; a lot of 

amendments have been tabled. It is necessary to have freedom of expression, of course, but this 

freedom must not become chaos.  

CoR is very vigilant in controlling the situation in prisons, even if it is sometimes difficult. 

Parliament also tries to control security services. Any confessions under force are treated as 

illegal, if Parliament discovers it!  

Concerning forced marriages, they exist in rural areas, not in urban ones. It is difficult to 

eradicate them there, because there is less possibility of control in those areas, for the moment.   

Even if abolishing death penalty is a complex issue, in Kurdistan there has been a moratorium on 

this form of punishment.  

Crimes of honour have been forbidden.  

Mrs. Hasan Neamah informed us that one of the biggest HR related problems is the high 

number of widows and orphans. In addition, there is a very high number of premature births 

and an increase in cancers in many areas, due to the widespread use of weapons.   

 

 

18. Conclusions by Mr Stevenson, Chair of EP D-IQ  

 

Mr Stevenson declared his satisfaction for the frankness and openness of dialogue.  

He pointed out he is often very critical about Iraq, but only because he wants people there to 

live decently and in peace!  

Occasions like this IPM can be therefore extremely useful to try to resolve the many problems 

together, openly, by joining forces.  

Mr Stevenson looks forward to visit Iraq – possibly Baghdad, Basra and Erbil - in February 2013, in 

order to give concrete follow-up to the constantly improving relationship between EU and Iraq. 
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 ANNEX I 

 

 

 

European Parliament  Council of Representatives of 
Iraq 

Delegation for Relations with Iraq  

 
 

JOINT DECLARATION 
                                                 Brussels, 25 September 2012 

 
 

After a very encouraging, fruitful and constructive Interparliamentary meeting, representatives of 
the peoples in Europe and in Iraq have reached the following conclusions: 
 
Both sides stressed the importance of maintaining strong and friendly relations between them 
and to continue their cooperation in different fields. 
 
They condemned in the strongest terms all forms of terrorism targeting their peoples and 
underlined the intention to fight against it. Terrorism is an unacceptable form of struggle to reach 
one's goals, and will be persecuted without any compromise! 
 
The two communities will continue to reinforce close friendship, cooperation and partnership in 
many policy areas, among which the most important, for the moment, are the following: 
 

1. Welcoming the signature of the Partnership and Cooperation Agreement between Iraq 
and EU and express their readiness to accelerate the process of ratification. 

 
2. In the framework of the Iraqi National Development Program, on which the EU National 

Indicative Programme for Iraq is based, and the Joint Strategy Paper is conceived, the 
following partnerships could be reinforced or envisaged: 

 
• Both sides agree on the principle of full respect for Human Rights. They will 

engage in a constructive manner to support the work of the Ministry of Human 
Rights, the High Commission for Human Rights, the role of civil society and to 
support capacity building in Iraq.     

• A Strategic Energy Partnership, already started and promoted with the 
Memorandum of Understanding, is very useful for both sides. We point out here 
that Iraqi hydrocarbon resources belong to the Iraqi people and need first of all to 
cover still precariously satisfied home needs.  Nevertheless, a long term 
partnership in this field with the European Union will allow EU to diversify its 
imports of hydrocarbon fuels, and will allow Iraq to obtain a guaranteed and 
secured capital inflow, to benefit from technical expertise and exchange of good 
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practices, from the new technologies, and finally to diversify its own energy 
sources; 

• Enhancement of broad economic cooperation is desirable in order for Iraq to 
diversify its incomes towards sectors different from oil and gas. In this 
framework, EU engages itself in promoting Iraq as a good destination for foreign 
direct investment, by offering technical/legal assistance for the Iraqi accession to 
the WTO as soon as possible, and by enhancing EU-Iraq partnership and actions 
to create an attractive climate for doing business in Iraq. 

• A concertized effort will be done in order to provide Iraq with assistance in its 
efforts to rebuild its infrastructure and services.  

 
 
Finally, we would like to express the wish to remain in permanent contact in order to give 
follow-up and sustainability to the decisions taken during our Interparliamentary meetings.  The 
Embassy of Iraq is always present during the European Parliament Delegation for Relations with 
Iraq monthly meetings and could act as a permanent liaison between the EP and the Iraqi 
Parliament.             
 
 
 
 

STRUAN STEVENSON 
Chair of the Delegation for 

Relations with Iraq 

Mr Sadiq 
Humadi AL-RIKABI 

Foreign Relations Committee, Head of 
Delegation 
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 Annex II 
 

DELEGATION FOR RELATIONS WITH IRAQ 
 
 
 

4th European Parliament - Iraq  
Interparliamentary Meeting 

 
25 September 2012 

Brussels  
Room ASP 1E2 

 
 
 

* Final agenda * 
 
 

  
10.00 - 10.10 Welcome by the Chair of the Delegation for relations with Iraq, Mr 

Struan Stevenson  
 

10.10 – 11.00 Political situation, institution building and increase of security and 
stability  
in the presence of  Ambassador Hansjorg Haber, Director and Civilian 
Operations Commander of the Civilian Planning and Conduct Capability 
 

11.00 – 11.45 
 

EU - Iraq relation: present stage and evolution  
in the presence of Ms Patricia Llombart Cussac, Head of Division 
Arabian Peninsula, Iran and Iraq at the European External Action 
Service, Mr Dirk Fokke Toornstra, Director of OPPD 

11.45 - 12.30 Political dialogue on regional issues of common interest   
 in the presence of MEP Elmar Brok, Chair of the Foreign Affairs 
Committee, and MEP Cronberg, Chair of the Delegation for Relations 
with Iran 
 
Lunch break  

 
 

15.00 - 16.00  Presentation of the European external trade policy  
in the presence of MEP Mario Mauro (15:00), Rapporteur Partnership 
and Cooperation Agreement EU - Iraq, and Mr Olivier De Laroussilhe, 
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Head of Unit South Mediterranean and Middle East, DG Trade, 
European Commission 
 
 

16.00 - 17.00 EU - Iraq cooperation in the field of energy  

in the presence of  Ms Paula Abreu-Marques (16:00), Head of Unit, DG 
Energy, European Commission and MEP Amalia Sartori(16:30), Chair of 
ITRE Committee, European Parliament 
 
 

17.00 - 17.40 Structural reforms and investment  
in the presence of  AidCo representative, Mr. Jean Barbé, and Business 
Association representative, Mrs. Eleonora Catella 
 

 
17.40 - 18.15 Situation of human rights and humanitarian issues 

debate with the Delegations  
18.15 - 18.30  Conclusions of the meeting  
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 Annex III 
 

4th Interparliamentary Meeting European Parliament-Iraq 

 

25 September 2012 

 

Composition of the Delegation 

 

 

  

� Mr Sadiq Humadi AL-RIKABI 

� Ms Safiya Talib AL-SUHAIL 

� Ms Wisal SALEEM ALI 

� Ms Ashwaq Najem Al Deen AL- JAF 

� Ms Iman HASAN NEAMAH 

� Ms Amal Hazim AL ZUBAIDI (coordinator - staff)  

� Ms Rafeef BASIM MOHAMMED (coordinator - staff) 

 

 


