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1. Introductory remarks by Mrs Michèle Alliot-Marie, Chair of the Delegation for
relations with the Arab Peninsula, Mr Ali Al Aradi, First Vice-Chair of the Council
of Representatives of the Kingdom of Bahrain, and Mr Jamal Mohamed Fakhro,
First Vice-Chair of the Consultative Council of the Kingdom of Bahrain

In her introductory remarks, the Chair welcomed the Bahraini delegation and set out the aims
of the meeting, highlighting the importance to deepen relations between the EU and the
countries of the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC), especially in fields such as political and
economic cooperation, energy, environment, human rights, the fight against terrorism, and
inter-religious and inter-cultural dialogue. Mr Al Aradi welcomed the good cooperation
between the European Parliament and the Bahraini National Assembly and called for
strengthened EU-Bahrain bilateral relations in view of the multiple common challenges. He
also recalled that Bahrain had engaged in an internal reform process, which has brought the
country's legislation in line with international conventions. Mr Fakhro touched upon the
security challenges in the region and underlined the importance of Bahrein's relations with its
Gulf neighbours and of their cooperation within the Gulf Cooperation Council.

2. Exchange of views on EU-Bahrain relations in the presence of Mr John O'Rourke,
Head of division, Arabian Peninsula, Iran and Iraq, European External Action
Service

Mr O'Rourke gave an overview of EU-GCC relations and pointed out that the Union is
increasingly strengthening its bilateral links with the individual Gulf countries. He welcomed
the reforms undertaken in Bahrain in the recent years, in particular the creation of human
rights bodies, the Prisoners and Detainees Rights Commission and the office of an
Ombudsman. At the same time, he expressed concern at Bahrain's human rights situation, the
restriction of individual freedoms and the targeting of political activists such as Nabeel Rajab
and Sheikh Ali Salman. He also underlined that the country should engage in a national
reconciliation process, involving all parts of society.

During the discussion, the Chair underlined the need of strengthening bilateral relations and
stressed that both sides could learn from each other. Angelika Niebler (EPP/DE) addressed
the challenges that the EU is facing through the enormous influx of refugees and highlighted
the need to work on long-term solutions and to step up efforts to end the conflicts in the
Middle East.

3. Exchange of views on the latest developments in Bahrain in the presence of  Mr
Ahmed Mahdi Al Haddad, Chair of the Committee on Human Rights, Consultative
Council of the Kingdom of Bahrain, and Mr Ali Al Aradi, First Vice-Chair of the
Council of Representatives of the Kingdom of Bahrain

Mr Al Haddad gave an overview of Bahrain's political system and sketched out the work and
functioning of the country's 80-member National Assembly, which is made up of the elected
Council of Representatives and the appointed Consultative Council. The latest elections of the
Council of Representatives took place in November 2014 with a turnout of 53% and with
around 75% of its members being newly elected. Several opposition political societies, among
which Al Wefaq, the biggest one, refused taking part in the elections, which, in Mr Haddad's
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view, was a mistake, since the opposition should participate in the decision-making instead of
trying to undermine the system from outside.

During the discussion, Angelika Niebler (EPP/DE) tackled the issues of human rights and
individual freedoms and expressed her disagreement with the sentence against Nabeel Rajab,
which she judged as unfair and excessive. Afzal Khan (S&D/UK) reported on his visit to
Bahrain during the elections. While welcoming the reforms undertaken, including regarding
the role and rights of women, he called for further progress regarding the permission of
political parties and underlined the need to better involve the opposition.

Mr Al Aradi underlined that Bahrain was a very young democracy, which needed time to
evolve, and asked his interlocutors to pay greater attention to the positive developments and
efforts made. When judging the developments in the country, the EU should be impartial and
speak to both the government and the opposition. According to him, in spite of the regime's
efforts, the opposition, and in particular the Al Wefaq political society, prefers to work
underground and is unwilling to form alliances. In this context, Mr Fakhro welcomed the
support of the EU Delegation in Riyadh to reform the country's political system as well as its
efforts to try to convince the opposition to participate in the elections in November 2014.

Referring to the criticism regarding the sentence against Nabeel Rajab, Mr Turki, Member of
the Council of Representatives' Committee on Constitutional and Legal Affairs, and Mr Al
Aradi defended Bahrain's legal system and assured that the latter was convicted because he
had committed serious crimes and not for merely being an activist.

4. Exchange of views on the security situation and other challenges in the Middle East
in the presence of Mr Jamal Ali Buhassan, Vice-Chair of the Committee on Foreign
Affairs, Defence and National Security, Council of Representatives of the Kingdom
of Bahrain, and Mr John O'Rourke, Head of division, Arabian Peninsula, Iran and
Iraq, European External Action Service

Mr Buhassan elaborated on the security challenges which Bahrain and its neighbours are
facing and focused on relations with Iran as well as the crises in Yemen, Syria and Iraq. He
called for a nuclear-free Middle East and criticized Iran for destabilizing the region by
interfering in other countries' internal affairs and by supporting terrorist groups.

Regarding the situation in Yemen, he pointed out that Bahrain supports the Saudi-led
operation "decisive storm" to fight the Houthis' take-over of the country and to re-establish
stability, security and order. He admitted, however, that in the long-run, only negotiations and
an inclusive political process can bring back stability and security to the country. As regards
the situation in Iraq and Syria, he stressed that Bahrein advocates a political settlement and
underlined that ultimately, all the parties involved in the conflict need to work together and
engage in negotiations.

John O'Rourke pointed out that there has been a dramatic rise in terrorist activities in Middle
East and that new solutions, including the use of counter-narratives, need to be found to fight
against non-state actors and to counter the ideology which turns into violent extremism. He
claimed that there is a link between violent extremism and bad governance and showed
concern at the rising sectarian rivalries. Moreover, he stressed that the current short-term
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tactical thinking needed to turn into much-needed long-term strategic thinking and underlined
that external actors can only contribute minimally but that the regional actors themselves need
to work together to find long-term solutions.

During the discussion, Mr Buhassan showed great concern at the fact that Iraq and Syria had
become the breeding ground for terrorist organisations and stressed that Islam has nothing to
do with terrorism. Furthermore, there was common understanding that the EU and the GCC
need to step up their cooperation in the fight against terrorism and that inter-religious and
inter-cultural dialogue need to be enhanced in order to improve mutual understanding.
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DRAFT AGENDA
3rd Interparliamentary Meeting European Parliament-National Assembly of the Kingdom of

Bahrain
Monday 20 April 2015, 15.30-18.00

Brussels
Room ASP 5E2

15.30-15.45 Introductory remarks by
 Mrs Michèle Alliot-Marie, Chair of the Delegation for relations with

the Arab Peninsula
 Mr Ali Al Aradi, First Vice-Chair of the Council of Representatives of

the Kingdom of Bahrain
 Mr Jamal Mohamed Fakhro, First Vice-Chair of the Consultative

Council of the Kingdom of Bahrain

15.45-16.30 Exchange of views on EU-Bahrain relations
in the presence of Mr John O'Rourke, Head of division, Arabian Peninsula,
Iran and Iraq, European External Action Service

16.30-17.15 Exchange of views on the latest developments in Bahrain
in the presence of

 Mr Ahmed Mahdi Al Haddad, Chair of the Committee on Human
Rights, Consultative Council of the Kingdom of Bahrain

 Mr Ali Al Aradi, First Vice-Chair of the Council of Representatives of
the Kingdom of Bahrain
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17.15-18.00 Exchange of views on the security situation and other challenges in
the Middle East
in the presence of

 Mr Jamal Ali Buhassan, Vice-Chair of the Committee on Foreign
Affairs, Defence and National Security, Council of Representatives
of the Kingdom of Bahrain

 Mr John O'Rourke, Head of division, Arabian Peninsula, Iran and
Iraq, European External Action Service



CR\1058742EN.doc 7/7 PE552.320v01-00

EN

3rd Interparliamentary Meeting EP-Bahrain

Composition of the Bahraini Delegation

1. H.E. Mr Jamal Mohamed Fakhro, First Vice-Chair of the Shura Council (Head of Shura
Delegation)

2. H.E. Mr Ahmed Mahdi Al-Haddad, Chair of the Committee on Human Rights

3. H.E. Mrs Hala Ramzi Fayez, Chair of the Committee on Women and Children’s Affairs

1. H.E. Mr Ali Al Aradi, First Vice-Chair of the Council of Representatives (Head of Council of
Representatives’ Delegation)

2. H.E. Mr Jamal Ali Buhassan, Vice-Chair of the Committee on Foreign Affairs, Defence and
National Security

3. H.E. Dr. Isa Ahmed Turki, Member of the Committee on Constitutional and Legal Affairs

Accompanying staff: Mrs Wafa Mohamed Al-Thawadi, Head of Information Affairs, Shura
Council


