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Welcome Words
 
On behalf of the Euro-Latin American Parliamentary
Assembly (EuroLat), welcome to this latest edition of
our newsletter, which will give you a concise overview
of the main topics on the agenda of the meetings of the
EuroLat Assembly in Montevideo (19-22 September
2016). We are looking forward to meeting you at the
‘Palacio Legislativo’, the site of the Uruguayan
Parliament, for a very busy plenary session.
 

During the plenary session, the 150 EuroLat members will vote on no less than six reports and one recommendation. They will
give their final nod to resolutions on the financing of political parties, the risks and challenges of shale gas, and on combating
poverty. They will also adopt resolutions on relations with China, the digital agenda, and the trade aspects of EU-LAC
negotiations currently underway. Last but not least, a recommendation of the Working Group Migration on migration,
development and the economic crisis will be submitted for approval.
 
The committee meetings also have a packed programme.  Among the items for discussion figure the very topical questions of
the fight against organised crime, as well as the fight against terrorism.  Further items include corporate social responsibility,
the consequences of informal and undeclared work, food price volatility and food reserves, the fight against domestic violence
under the EU-CELAC action plan, and the setting-up of an EU-CELAC Common Research Area.
We wish all participants in the meeting fruitful and inspiring debates.

  (EU Co-President)Ramón Jáuregui Atondo
 (LA Co-President)Roberto Requião

Ninth Ordinary Plenary Session of the EuroLat Assembly

19 to 22 September 2016, Montevideo (Uruguay)

Rules for the funding of political parties/
Fight against organised crime.

The plenary will vote on a report on
funding of political parties in the EU and
in Latin America. Clear and transparent
rules on the funding of political parties
are of paramount importance for
strengthening the confidence of citizens
in the democratic system and to avoid
enabling powerful lobbies or organised
crime to buy political influence.

The Political Affairs Committee will also
discuss the best strategies to fight
organised crime and to combat
terrorism.

 

Relations with China/ Trade aspects of
EU-LAC negotiations

After a long debate, members will
finally vote on the report on "The
economic and commercial relations
between the countries of the EU-LAC

Bi-Regional Strategic Partnership and
the People’s Republic of China". In both
regions, China has become a major
partner for trade and investment with
major implications for the relations
between the EU and LAC countries.

In a second vote, members will adopt a
report on ‘Trade aspects of the various
EU-LAC negotiations currently under
way’, which stresses the key role the
development of trade relations between
the EU and LAC has played in the
success of bi-regional relations. The
medium-term objective should be to
achieve more open markets to boost
growth.
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Digital Agenda/ Implementing the 2030 Agenda for
Sustainable Development
 
Members of the Sustainable Development Committee will give
strong support for developing a common digital agenda
between the European Union and Latin America /Caribbean,
which is one of the most promising areas of future bi-regional
cooperation with a big potential to to create growth and jobs.
One of the priorities for the Members is to promote combating
digital exclusion and uneven access, in order to include all
citizens and give them the right to information, regardless of
income, social situation, gender, disability or geographical
location.
Another key item on the agenda of the Committee is the
monitoring of the implementation of the 2030 Agenda for
Sustainable Development - the successor programme to the
Millennium Development Goals - on a local level.

Corporate Social Responsibility
/Informal and undeclared work

The Social Affairs Committee members
will discuss the question of Corporate
Social Responsibility, which is key to
achieving sustainable development
grounded in environmental stability,
economic growth and social equity.
Another debate will focus on informal and 
undeclared work, which mean that

workers have to accept precarious or
 dangerous working conditions,even

lower salaries and severely reduced
social and employment security
protection or no protection at all.

EU-Mercosur Association Agreement
/ Gender violence

EuroLat members will discuss with civil
society representatives how to include

 

the protection of human rights, labour
rights and the environment in the current
negotiations on a EU-Mercosur
association agreement. EuroLat members
will also monitor how the EU-CELAC
action plan 2015-2017 is living up to its
promise to emphasise a commitment in
both regions to guarantee the protection,
enforcement and promotion of women’s
rights and, above all, to eradicate
violence against women and girls.

 

Migration

These days, migration is a top priority on
the EU political agenda, but Latin America
also faces challenges in this area. The
Working Group on Migration has
submitted its recommendations for a vote
in plenary on how the EU and Latin
America can better manage migration
flows in the Euro-Latin American area and
how to confront this global phenomenon
in a coherent, comprehensive and
balanced manner with full respect for
human rights, an approach which could
empower migrants into becoming agents
for the development of both countries of
origin and destination.
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