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On behalf of the Euro-Latin American Parliamentary 
Assembly (EuroLat), welcome to this latest edition of 
our newsletter. It will give you a concise overview of the 
main topics on the agenda of the meetings of the 
EuroLat Assembly in Lisbon (16-18 May 2016). The 
meetings will be held at the venue of the Portuguese 
Assembly of the Republic.
 

 of the work in the four standing committees and in the Much
other meetings will be directed to the preparation of the 
EuroLat plenary session scheduled for the week of 19-23 
September at the seat of the Parlasur Parliament in 
Montevideo, Uruguay. In Lisbon, EuroLat members will vote 
on various important reports, namely on a report on the 

financing of political parties - a key question for democracy - and another on economic and commercial relations with China. 
Furthermore, reports on how to combat poverty and on the opportunities and challenges of shale gas will be put to vote.
 
Besides the votes, a wide range of topics will be discussed, among them the repercussions of TTIP and TPP on EU-
Latin America trade policies as well as corporate social responsibility. The fight against organised crime is on the 
table as well as the Digital Agenda and the setting up of a Common Research Area EU-CELAC. Last but not least, 
the deputies will look at the consequences of the so-called Panama Leaks for the fight against tax evasion and tax 
fraud. We wish all participants in the meeting fruitful and interesting debates. 

  (EU Co-President)Ramón Jáuregui Atondo
 (LA Co-President)Roberto Requião

Meetings of the Standing Parliamentary Committees of the EuroLat Assembly

16 - 18 May 2016, Lisbon

Relations with China / Repercussions of 
TTIP and TTP

The Trade Committee will vote on a 
report on "the economic and commercial 
relations between the countries of the 
EU-LAC Bi-Regional Strategic 
Partnership and the People’s Republic of 
China". In both regions, China has 
become a major partner for trade and 
investment, which is also and Investment 
Partnership (TTIP) and on the Trans-
Pacific Partnership (TPP) is heating up 
on both sides of the Atlantic. The Trade 
Committee will analyse the risks and 
opportunities of these trade partnerships 
for the citizens of the EU and Latin 
America.

Funding of political parties/ 
Restructuring of sovereign debt

The Political Affairs Committee will 
vote on a report on funding of political 
parties in the EU and in Latin America. 
Most of the countries in the bi-regional 
partnership have made significant 
progress in strengthening institutional 
structures, inclusion and democratic 
governance. Clear and transparent 
rules on the funding of political parties 
are paramount to strengthen the 
confidence of citizens in the 
democratic system and avoid enabling 

 powerful lobbies or organised

 
 

crime to buy political influence. In the 
same meeting, Committee members will 
also look at the thorny question on how 
to restructure sovereign debt.
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Protection of Human Rights Defenders / Panama Papers
 
A meeting of EuroLat members with Civil Society will discuss 
the protection of human rights defenders. The assassination of 
Berta Cáceres on 3 March 2016 in Honduras has dramatically 
shown the shortcomings in the protection of human rights 
activists. In this context, EuroLat members will also discuss 
the responsibility of European and Latin American companies 
to protect human rights during their projects.
 
Also the consequences of the so-called Panama Leaks for the 
fight against tax evasion and tax fraud will be discussed with 
Civil Society.
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Risks and opportunities of shale gas/ 
Common research area

The Sustainable Development Committee 
will vote on a report on the challenges 
and opportunities of shale gas. Once the 
hope of industry for cheap energy, low oil 
prices have made the exploitation of 
shale gas currently less economically 
attractive. But key questions remain, such 
as: How can shale gas be exploited 
without damaging the environment and 
human health? The report weighs the 
economic potential of the exploitation of 
shale gas against environmental risks 
and proposes adequate regulation. 
Committee members will also discuss the 
implementation of an EU-CELAC 
Common Research Area as one of the 
most promising fields of bilateral 
cooperation.

Eradicate extreme poverty / Corporate 
Social Responsibility

The Social Affairs Committee will vote on 
a report on "Combating poverty as part of 
goals for sustainable development 
beyond 2015". A priority for both the EU

 

and Latin America is to eradicate 
extreme poverty resulting from a 
combination of scarce income, lack of 
human development and social 
exclusion. The Committee proposes new 
measures to be implemented to reach 
this objective. Cooperation programmes

aimed at strengthening social cohesion, 
for example through triangular 
cooperation programmes, are at the 
centre of these considerations. 
Committee members will also examine 
the question of Corporate Social 
Responsibility, a debate which has been 
revived by recent assassinations of 
human rights activists.

Migration

Migration is a top priority on the EU 
political agenda, but Latin America also 
faces challenges in this area. The 
Working Group on Migration will discuss 
recommendations on how the EU and 
Latin America can better manage 
migration flows in the Euro-Latin 
American area and how to confront this 
global phenomenon in a coherent, 
comprehensive and balanced manner 
with full respect for human rights, an 
approach which could empower migrants 
into becoming agents for the 
development of both countries of origin 
and destination.

http://www.newsgate.ep.parl.union.eu/newsgate/expo/resource/static/images/import/newsletter_may_2016/favela-rio.jpg
http://www.newsgate.ep.parl.union.eu/newsgate/expo/resource/static/images/import/newsletter_may_2016/eurolat-footer-en.png

