
PE511.409  

 

 

 

 

 

16th Interparliamentary Meeting,  

27-28 March 2014, Sarajevo 

 

 
JOINT STATEMENT  

by the Co-chairpersons 
 

 

At the conclusion of the 16th European Parliament – Parliamentary Assembly of Bosnia and 

Herzegovina Interparliamentary Meeting, held in Sarajevo on 27 and 28 March 2014, the two 

delegations: 

1. Expressed concern about the fact that the situation in Bosnia and Herzegovina is 

worsening as a result of insufficient engagement of political leaders in Bosnia and 

Herzegovina to reach a compromise, as well as the complex and inefficient 

institutional architecture; urged the political parties at all levels of power in the 

country to step up cooperation and dialogue with the aim of achieving reforms leading 

to a better functioning country; 

2. Recognized the difficult social situation of BiH population as one of the causes of the 

protests in Bosnia and Herzegovina; expressed their regret that some protests involved 

violence and destruction of public property; welcomed the improvement of 

cooperation with the civil society and called for establishment of institutional 

mechanisms for cooperation between  state institutions and civil society at the state 

level and to be operative at entity and cantonal levels in oder to enhance and improve 

the involvement of civil society in the EU accession process in an orderly and 

structured manner, encouraging cooperation and synergy between NGOs and 

government institutions;  

3. Welcomed willingness of Bosnia and Herzegovina to immediately complete the 

technical adjustment of the Stabilisation and Association Agreement (SAA) necessary 

for its smooth implementation on Croatia, as a new member of the European Union; 

took note of the attitude of Bosnia and Herzegovina that the change of the conditions 

of previously  agreed trade regime within the SAA is subject to consultation and 

additional negotiations in accordance with the Agreement, on the principles of 

reciprocity and mutual interest of the parties; 

4. Expressed concern about the financial sustainability of the public administration at 

state, entity and local levels, its size and the budgetary expenditure necessary to run it, 

its fragmentation and politicisation and the lack of political will for its reform;  
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5. Voiced concern over the high rates of corruption at all levels of public life and the 

complex connections between political actors, business and the media; noted that so 

far a track record of convictions in high level corruption cases does not exist in 

Bosnia and Herzegovina; called for the implementation of the anti-corruption strategy 

in order to enhance the effective investigation, prosecution and conviction of 

corruption cases;  

6. Supported the efforts of civil society organisations to influence the reform of 

constitution and reiterated that the reform of the constitution remains important for 

transforming Bosnia and Herzegovina into an effective, functional state; urged the 

Federation to consider concrete proposals in this regard in order to simplify its 

complex institutional structure; 

7. Urged EU Member States and States represented in the Peace Implementation 

Council to step up the dialogue to achieve consensus among political leaders in 

Bosnia and Herzegovina, facilitating implementation of the Judgement of the 

European Court for Human Rights in Strasbourg in the case of Sejdić and Finci vs. 

Bosnia and Herzegovina; called on the Vice-President / High Representative together 

with EU’s Heads of States to make Bosnia and Herzegovina a central priority of the 

EU foreign policy; 

8. Urged the authorities to strengthen the efficiency and functionality of the institutions; 

called on them to improve coordination mechanisms allowing the state of Bosnia and 

Herzegovina to act efficiently in international relations and called on all political 

parties to work towards improving political dialogue and enhancing political culture, 

shifting away from the ethnocentric rhetoric; 

9. Called on the Council of Ministers of Bosnia and Herzegovina to re-establish urgently 

the proper functioning of the Interim Agreement by re-engaging in the work of the 

Subcommittees on technical policy issues which are currently blocked; 

10. Reminded that accession to the EU goes beyond a mere transfer of the EU acquis and 

must be based on a genuine and comprehensive commitment to European values and 

fulfilling the Copenhagen criteria (stability of institutions guaranteeing democracy, 

the rule of law, human rights, protection of minorities, the existence of a functioning 

market economy and the capacity to cope with competition within the Union); 

11. Welcomed the smooth running and completion of the enumeration phase of the first 

population and housing census since 1991; however urged the authorities not to 

politicise a census aimed at gathering objective socio-economic data; 

12. Welcomed the progress made in reducing the backlog of court cases, including on war 

crimes, but expressed concern over the growing inability to implement court rulings; 

commended the Structured Dialogue on Justice, which has delivered a number of 

recommendations that were already implemented; called to undertake further, 

necessary structural and institutional reforms of the judicial system; 
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13. Called on governments on all levels of Bosnia and Herzegovina to make a step 

forward in education reform to improve educational standards, promote an inclusive 

and non-discriminatory education system which would recognise the cultural and 

linguistic diversity in Bosnia and Herzegovina and called them to provide support to 

the training of teachers in order to enable them to acquire additional skills and help 

them in the long-term capacity building; invited the Conference of Ministers of 

Education to create a better legal framework in the field of education throughout 

Bosnia and Herzegovina; called for the establishment of an institutional framework at 

the state level which would enable the country to participate in the continuation of 

Erasmus+ program; 

14. Urged the competent authorities to strengthen economic policy coordination for the 

purpose of enabling economic growth, to launch further structural reforms, to sustain 

fiscal discipline and to improve revenue performance; called on them, furthermore, to 

improve the composition and efficiency of public spending and of the large 

ineffective public sector; 

15. Urged the BiH component authorities to engage with the EU Special 

Representative/Head of Delegation well before the elections in October 2014 in the 

development of concrete economic structural reforms that would begin to reinvigorate 

the economy and spur the creation of jobs; urged the BiH competent authorities to 

engage in the initiatives Commissioner FÜLE has launched recently, in particular, the 

Commission's Annual National Reform Programme and bi-annual Competitiveness 

and Growth Programme and the broadening of the Structured Dialogue on Justice to 

address issues especially in the area of anti-corruption, and the BiH-EU working 

group to accelerate the implementation of EU funded projects; 

16. Expressed their commitment to the European perspective of Bosnia and Herzegovina 

and reaffirm previously expressed views that the future of Bosnia and Herzegovina is 

in full EU membership; called on EU Member States to specify and harmonize, as 

soon as possible, the elements of the new approach towards Bosnia and Herzegovina 

which will enable real progress of the country on its path toward EU membership. 


