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At the conclusion of the 12th European Parliament - Parliamentary Assembly of Bosnia 
and Herzegovina Interparliamentary Meeting, held in Sarajevo on 15-16 February 2010, 
the two delegations:

On the political situation in Bosnia and Herzegovina and European integration

1. observed with satisfaction that 19 EU Member States have already ratified the 
Stabilisation and Association Agreement (SAA) and expressed the wish that the others 
complete their ratification procedures; expressed their hope that the entry into force of 
the SAA would contribute to improving the political situation in the country;

2. welcomed the election of Bosnia and Herzegovina to the United Nations Security 
Council as non-permanent member for a two-year term as of 1 January 2010, which is a 
clear sign for the country's ability to take on international responsibility; are of the 
opinion that in the same way the country will do its utmost to best respond to this 
challenge at the international level, BiH political leaders could equally grasp the 
opportunity and do their utmost to promote, agree upon and implement the institutional 
solutions and policies that the country needs internally;

3. regretted to observe that Bosnia and Herzegovina continued to make very slow 
advances towards fulfilling the requirements of the Stabilisation and Association 
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Process in 2009 as stated by the European Commission in the 2009 progress report;
noted in particular, that the lack or progress in creating more functional and sustainable 
state structures and in strengthening respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms 
were cause of great concern; expressed disappointment about the Parliament's recent 
failure to agree on a Law on Census, and remained convinced that this represented 
another obstacle to the country's EU integration process not least because of the lack of 
reliable statistical data; urged the relevant authorities to show more determination and to 
refocus on the priority areas identified by the European Partnership and in particular to 
establish better cooperation between the Parliamentary Assembly of BiH and the 
Council of Ministers, to create a functioning mechanism for political, legislative and 
technical coordination between the State and the Entities, to improve the efficiency and 
independence of the judiciary and to combat widespread corruption and organised 
crime;  

4. expressed disappointment that nationalistic rhetoric and populist statements by
political leaders remained quite ordinary phenomena and urged political leaders to 
abstain from hatred politics, nationalist agendas and secessionism; condemned 
unilateral withdrawal from reforms and asked for respect for equal rights of the 
constituent peoples and others; recalled that joining the European Union means 
accepting the values and rules on which the European Union is based, namely respect 
for human rights, including the rights of minorities, solidarity, tolerance, democracy and 
the rule of law including respect for the independence of the judiciary;
  
5. recalled that the European Union repeatedly confirmed its commitment to Bosnia 
and Herzegovina's territorial integrity and sovereignty in accordance with the Dayton 
Peace Accords and underlined, in the Council Conclusions of 25 January 2010, its 
strong support for the High Representative/EU Special Representative calling on all 
parties to comply with all decisions taken by him; were of the opinion that transition to 
full local ownership, supported by an European Union Special Representative, would be 
the only way to become a credible applicant for EU membership while challenges of the 
High Representative's decisions would only delay this process;

6. recalled that the prospect of EU membership had been offered to Bosnia and 
Herzegovina as a single country, not to its constituent parts, and that, consequently,
attempts to undermine the sovereignty of the State were completely unacceptable; urged 
all political leaders and relevant authorities to focus instead on mutual understanding 
and reconciliation in order to support the stability and inter-ethnic peace in the country;

7. reiterated to the responsible authorities that the response of the EU to a possible 
application by Bosnia and Herzegovina for membership could only be positive if 
sufficient progress in the reform process was made; reminded all political leaders of the 
Council's Conclusions of 8 December 2008 reaffirming the necessity to respect a fair 
but rigorous conditionality in the stabilisation and association process; 

8. regretted to note that the country had still not met the five objectives and two 
conditions set by the Peace Implementation Council as benchmarks for the transition 
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from the Office of the High Representative to the EU Special Representative and 
encouraged the relevant authorities to step up their efforts to meet the outstanding 
objectives and conditions; recalled the decision of the Peace Implementation Council 
that the Office of the High Representative should remain in place  and continue its work 
until these five objectives and two conditions are fully met;

9. welcomed the agreement on enforcement of criminal sanctions with the Republic 
of Croatia, and with Serbia, which is currently being prepared, and considered that this 
would be a positive step for the rule of law in the region initiated by Bosnia and 
Herzegovina;

On constitutional reform   

10. reiterated that constitutional reform remained the key reform to be achieved in 
Bosnia and Herzegovina in order to make the country an effective, just and fully 
functional state able to meet all the requirements for the EU integration process; 
underlined again the importance of the involvement and engagement of the civil society 
in this process;

11. reminded all stakeholders involved in the constitutional reform process of the 
judgment of the European Court of Human Rights of 22 December 2009 ("Sejdić and 
Finci against BiH ") stating that the Constitution would discriminate against citizens 
who do not belong to the three constituent peoples by barring them from being 
candidates for the Presidency of Bosnia and Herzegovina or delegated into the House of 
Peoples of the Parliamentary Assembly; reminded that Bosnia and Herzegovina had 
committed itself by becoming a member of the Council of Europe and in ratifying the 
Stabilisation and Association Agreement to ensure full compliance with the European 
Convention on Human Rights and the Council of Europe post-accession commitments; 
recalled that Bosnia and Herzegovina, when it joined the Council of Europe in 2002, 
had pledged "to review the electoral legislation within one year"; called on all political 
leaders to treat constitutional reform in light of the recent ECHR judgement as a matter 
of utmost importance and hoped that the relevant rules governing the elections could be 
amended before the next general elections in order to avoid that these elections would 
be conducted under provisions that would be in breach of the European Convention on 
Human Rights; 

On visa liberalisation
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12. noted with satisfaction that the relevant authorities had accelerated their reform 
efforts to meet the requirements set out in the roadmap for visa liberalisation and 
encouraged them to deploy further efforts in order to achieve the goal of full 
liberalisation; recalled the Joint Statement of the European Parliament and Council of 
30 November 2009 following the adoption of Regulation 1244/2009, in which the two 
institutions had expressed the hope that Bosnia and Herzegovina would also qualify for 
visa liberalisation soon; welcomed the fact that the European Commission had carried 
out expert missions to the country in December 2009 and in February 2010 and invited 
the European Commission, provided that there is a positive assessment, to present a 
legislative proposal for visa liberalisation in early spring 2010;

On cooperation with the International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia 
(ICTY)

13. welcomed that the cooperation with the ICTY had continued to be satisfactory and 
the cooperation between the Tribunal and the State and Entity authorities was adequate; 
however, noted that the responsible authorities had failed to extend the mandates of 
international judges and prosecutors working in the war crime department of the State 
Court as requested by the ICTY as well as to enact changes to the Criminal Procedural 
Code of Bosnia and Herzegovina and the Federation Law on the Execution of Criminal 
Sanctions, a situation which called consequently for decisions to be taken by the High 
Representative; considered it necessary that the responsible authorities would further 
step up their efforts and take all necessary measures against persons engaged in helping 
the remaining fugitives evade justice; stated that the number of untried war crimes 
remained high and expressed the hope that a full implementation of the National War 
Crime Strategy including a sufficient financial funding would help to reduce the number 
of backlog cases;

On the economic situation

14. expressed concern for the limited progress in improving fiscal policies, tackling 
structural reforms and creating a single economic space throughout the country, thereby 
further aggravating the economic situation in Bosnia and Herzegovina, which had 
already been heavily affected by the global economic crisis; welcomed the signing of a 
Stand-by Arrangement with the International Monetary Fund with the aim to help 
position the Bosnia and Herzegovina's economy for a recovery once the global 
economic environment improved; urged the responsible Entity authorities to intensify 
efforts to implement the measures agreed under the terms of the IMF Standby 
Arrangement, including reforms to render the system of social benefits sustainable, 
more efficient, and more equitable; expressed the hope that, also with the help of the EU 
pre-accession funds, the respective decisions-makers would start to carry out effectively 
structural economic reforms and, in the Federation, to revive the privatisation process;
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On media 

15. underlined the importance of freedom of expression, including a free and 
independent media, but also the necessity of political independence of the 
communication regulatory bodies; stressed that the competent regulatory body has an 
extremely important role in protecting freedom of expression and diversity of opinion 
while respecting generally accepted standards of decency, non-discrimination, fairness, 
accuracy, and impartiality in particular during the upcoming election campaign; 
emphasized that the responsible communication regulatory body has to be financially 
and politically independent and free of all political influence; called on the Council of 
Ministers to appoint, more than a year after to mandate expired, a Director to the 
Communications Regulatory Agency on the basis of the Communications Law; strongly 
condemned attacks on journalists and urged relevant authorities to take appropriate 
measures to avoid this in the future; called on the media, including public broadcasters,
not to transmit programmes that give rise to intolerance;

On educational reform

16. welcomed, as reported by the European Commission in the 2009 Progress report, 
that some progress had been made in the field of education in particular at the 
institutional level (with the appointment of members of the steering board of the Centre 
for Information and Documentation Recognition in Higher Education as well as 
Directors to a number of respective Agencies); on the other hand, regretted to observe, 
that the harmonisation of the respective framework laws has not been completed; urged 
the relevant authorities to focus on full implementation of the framework laws, thereby 
reducing the fragmentation of the educational system, and, with the assistance of the 
European Partnership, take measures to improve the overall quality of education. 
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