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13th Inter-parliamentary Meeting
19-20 December 2011, Brussels 

JOINT STATEMENT 

by the Chairpersons of the Delegations

At the conclusion of the 13th European Parliament - Parliamentary Assembly of Bosnia and 
Herzegovina Inter-parliamentary Meeting, held in Brussels on 19-20 December 2011, the two 
delegations:

1. Were deeply concerned that, more than fourteen months after the general elections of 
October 2010, the political forces have yet to agree on the formation of a state-level 
government; regretted that even recent attempts by political leaders to find an agreement have 
failed; urged the leaders to make all efforts to establish the Council of Ministers as soon as 
possible; underlined that the formation of a state-level government is essential in order to 
ensure effective governance at the highest level and to pursue a credible EU integration 
process;

2. Stressed the necessity to make credible efforts, in accordance with the General Framework 
Agreement for Peace in Bosnia and Herzegovina, to bring the Constitution into compliance 
with the European Court of Justice ruling in the Sejdić-Finci case, and to adopt a State Aid 
Law at the state-level, in order to allow the Stabilisation and Association Agreement (SAA) to 
enter into force; reiterated their hope that a future entry into force of the SAA, which has 
already been ratified by all member states, would contribute to improving the political 
situation in the country;

3. Noted positively that the Parliament's recent attempt led by a Joint Interim Parliamentary 
Committee to find consensus on how to implement the ruling on the Sejdić-Finci case has 
been for the first time an entirely domestic process to prepare constitutional amendments, 
even though the Committee was unable to come up with concrete amendments; welcomed the 
fact that representatives of minorities and the civil society were included in the discussions 
and that the process was open to the public; expressed its expectation that the work on the 
implementation of the ruling will continue and bring concrete results;

4. Underlined the need to strengthen coordination between relevant authorities at all levels in 
sectors of relevance for transposition of EU legislation; in view of future accession 
negotiations, emphasized the necessity that Bosnia and Herzegovina has competent 
authorities knowledgeable about EU integration matters in their respective areas of activity;



DT\888010EN United in diversity PE 458.245

EN

5. Having regard to the existing cooperation on European integration between the entity 
parliaments and the Parliament of Bosnia and Herzegovina, called on both entities to convene 
a special joint entity-government session in order to enhance their coordination and capacity 
for carrying out EU-related reforms;

6. Welcomed the reinforcement of the EU presence in the country and the appointment of a 
single EU representative as a clear signal for the Union's commitment to Bosnia and 
Herzegovina, and a substantial step towards establishing a closer and more effective working 
relationship with the country's political forces; stressed that it is now the responsibility of the 
political forces to put the necessary joint effort in order to re-engage in reforms; 

7. Highlighted that Croatia's completion of the accession negotiations and signing of the 
Accession Treaty is an encouraging signal to the entire region, including Bosnia and 
Herzegovina and that the EU doors are wide open provided that each country meets the 
necessary criteria; 

8. Welcomed the establishment of the Structured Dialogue on Justice and expressed their
expectation that the Bosnia and Herzegovina authorities will continue to engage 
constructively in this Dialogue;

9. Stressed, in this regard, that the Bosnia and Herzegovina authorities need to address a 
number of practical issues - including aligning the BiH legislation with the EU acquis 
communautaire in the technical, veterinary and phyto-sanitary fields, as well as in the area of 
food safety, constructing or upgrading the infrastructure at several border crossings with 
Croatia, etc. - in order to continue the close economic relationship with Croatia after its 
accession to the EU; reiterated the EU's willingness to assist Bosnia and Herzegovina in these 
endeavours;    

10. Highlighted that the education in the country faces many challenges such as pending 
implementation of state framework laws and incomplete harmonisation of the legal 
framework at lower levels, different school curricula across the country, the existence of 
mono-ethnic schools including ethnic segregation of children, limited access to education for 
children of vulnerable groups and expressed serious concerns that these and other obstacles 
not only have an impact on the quality and costs of education, but also undermine efforts to 
promote reconciliation in the country;

11. Noted that visa liberalisation was a positive step for Bosnia and Herzegovina on its EU 
integration path; it strengthened not only political and economic cooperation but significantly 
improved people to people's contacts and created European opportunities for the youth; 
welcomed the timely and accurate reaction of the BiH authorities to the recent increase of 
false asylum applications in some of the EU member states and encouraged them to continue 
the implementation of all the necessary obligations for preventing the abuses of the visa free-
regime, as well as strengthening the border control and information campaign for reducing the 
concerns in some EU member states related to the occasional arrivals of illegal migrants and 
asylum seekers from countries of the Western Balkans;
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12. Observed that the political impasse together with the lack of political consensus on the 
country's economic and fiscal policies, as highlighted by the pending adoption of the 2011 
and 2012 state budgets, have an adverse impact on the country's economic recovery; 
furthermore, regretted that the current political environment has led to the lowering of the 
country's sovereign credit rating at the beginning of December, which will further complicate 
the country's ability to attract highly needed foreign direct investments.
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