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14th Interparliamentary Meeting
29-30 October 2012, Sarajevo

JOINT STATEMENT 

by the Chairpersons of the Delegations

At the conclusion of the 14th European Parliament – Parliamentary Assembly of Bosnia and 
Herzegovina Interparliamentary Meeting, held in Sarajevo on 29 and 30 October 2012, the two 
delegations:

1. Welcomed the high turnout in the recent municipal elections, which shows that local 
authorities have an important role to play in citizens’ lives; commended the orderly conduct 
of the elections, which was in line with international standards; observed a lively, competitive 
and more tolerant election campaign;

2. Recalled that the main goal of politicians and institutions is to improve quality of life for 
everybody; emphasised that in Bosnia and Herzegovina this can be achieved by reforming the 
country, enhancing its governability at all levels and accelerating the Bosnia and 
Herzegovina’s progress towards EU membership; stressed that such progress will require 
functional institutions at all levels and the establishment of an effective coordination 
mechanism;

3. Underlined that all political parties and leaders carry joint responsibility for improving the 
political culture in the country and for replacing the prevailing climate of confrontation with 
democratic principles;

4. Reiterated its call for an agreement on, and full compliance with, the ruling in the case 
Sejdić and Finci vs. Bosnia and Herzegovina; 

5. Called, following the positive experience of merging the offices of the EU Special
Representative and of the EU Delegation, for the EU’s presence in the country to be further 
enhanced, including in the fields of law enforcement, the rule of law and in economic matters;

6. Were concerned about the political situation in the second half of 2012, which was 
characterised by a lack of progress in implementing political agreements; noted, by contrast, 
the positive developments earlier this year, with the passing of the State Aid Law and the 
Population Census Law, the adoption of the 2012 State Budget and the reaching of a political 
agreement on state and immovable defence property; emphasised that full implementation of 
the Census law remains key;
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7. Took note of the decision of the Supervisor of Brcko to suspend his functions and the 
accompanying closure of the Office of the High Representative (OHR) in Brcko, highlighted 
overlapping between the tasks of the OHR and those of the EU and called on political leaders 
in Bosnia and Herzegovina to fulfil the outstanding objectives and conditions which remain 
necessary in order to close the OHR, so as to allow greater local ownership and the taking of 
greater local responsibility for Bosnia and Herzegovina’s own affairs;

8. Welcomed the efforts made to resolve outstanding bilateral issues between Bosnia and 
Herzegovina, Serbia and Croatia, and were pleased that these efforts have been intensified; 
encouraged all parties, including the BiH authorities, to pay special attention to bilateral and 
regional cooperation in the field of justice and security;

9. Invited the authorities – given that Croatia’s accession to the EU will also have bilateral 
implications – to make all possible efforts to align relevant Bosnia and Herzegovina’s
legislation, at the different levels of government, with EU legislation in the fields of 
veterinary, phytosanitary and food safety and to upgrade or construct the necessary 
infrastructure at a number of border crossings with Croatia in order to facilitate the border 
controls required by the EU; called on both the Croatian and the BiH authorities to align the 
agreement on free transit through the port of Ploce and the Neum corridor; called on the 
Croatian authorities to respect sensitivity of Bosnia and Herzegovina regarding property 
issues and border demarcation;

10. Called the authorities to actively promote an institutionalized regular dialogue, to 
help improve the social rights of workers; urged the governments in Bosnia and Herzegovina, 
at the level of both the entities and the state, to strengthen their administrative capacity for 
cooperation with NGOs and to provide further support for the development of civil society;

11. Called on the authorities to establish a media framework that allows for politically and 
financially independent public service broadcasters and a broadcast regulator; 

12. Welcomed the successful conduct of the EU-Bosnia and Herzegovina Structured Dialogue 
on Justice, which brings together representatives of all the key judicial authorities and 
institutions and delivers recommendations to be adopted by the Bosnia and Herzegovina
institutions in good time; called on all the competent authorities to facilitate the revision of 
their respective legislation and to ensure the establishment of an independent, impartial and 
effective judicial system in line with EU and international standards; 

13 Reiterated the attachment and commitment of both parties to the maintenance of visa free 
travel for Bosnia and Herzegovina citizens to the EU and noted that visa liberalisation was 
introduced successfully and encouraged the BiH authorities to step up efforts in fulfilling 
outstanding road map obligations, in particular in the areas of anti-corruption, police 
cooperation within the country and other states and in fighting discrimination; took note that 
the European Parliament is in dialogue with the EU Council of Ministers and urged the BiH 
authorities to minimize any abuse of the visa free travel regime and to take measures to end 
organised abuse of the asylum procedures in the EU Member States, in order to safeguard the 
benefits of visa free travel for all the citizens of Bosnia and Herzegovina and of the Western 
Balkans;

14. Welcomed the establishment of the Anti-corruption Agency, while noted with concern that 
Bosnia and Herzegovina is still at an early stage in the fight against corruption due to the lack 
of political will to tackle the issue; underlined that sustained efforts are needed to establish a 
convincing track record of proactive investigation, prosecution and conviction of corruption 
cases at all levels;
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15. Called on the authorities to actively protect and promote the rights of all groups and 
individuals, who need to be protected against direct or indirect discrimination and violence; 
noted with concern that the implementation of the anti-discrimination law remains weak and 
that its legal provisions fall short of what is needed;

16. Noted that the respect for and protection of the minorities are broadly ensured; underlined 
that Roma community, who still live in very vulnerable conditions,  continues to be the most 
vulnerable minority in Bosnia and Herzegovina; emphasized that limited steps have been 
taken on health, employment and education of that minority, while some progress was made 
with regard to housing; called that the process of revision of the action plans on housing, 
employment and health to better reflect the needs of the Roma population, in line of the 
recommendations of the Roma Inclusion Seminar of July 2011;

17. Underlined the need for a sustainable and job-creating economic development in Bosnia and 
Herzegovina, which requires progress towards EU-compliant legislative implementation, 
gradual reform and privatisation of state own companies and further efforts to support small 
and medium sized enterprises;

18. Encouraged state leaders to make every effort to restore investor's confidence and to create 
a business-friendly environment, given that BiH has fallen to bottom place in the region as 
regards its investment climate; pointed out the lack of investment is directly worsening living 
standards on account of increased unemployment, as currently experienced in BiH; asked the 
BiH authorities to have a comprehensive approach in developing an strategy aiming to 
provide a sustainable development of the country, while both improving the standard of living 
for the citizens and stimulating the business and investment sector.
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