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A. Introduction 

 

The 24th EP-South Africa Inter-Parliamentary meeting (IPM) was held in April 2017 in Pretoria 

and Cape Town, South Africa. The EP Delegation was led by Hans van Baalen (ALDE, NL), 

Chair of the Delegation, and comprised seven more members - Boris Zala (S&D, SK), first 

Vice-Chair of the Delegation, Sabine Verheyen (EPP, DE), second Vice-Chair of the 

Delegation, Markus Ferber (EPP, DE), Theodor Dumitru Stolojan (EPP, RO), Anthea McIntyre 

(ECR,EN), Martina Dlabajova (ALDE,CS) and Fabio De Masi (GUE/NGL, DE). 

 

The IPM took place on 19 and 20 April and was co-chaired by Hans van Baalen (on the EU 

side) and Joan Fubbs (on the South Africa side). The discussions covered a wide range of topics, 

including the EU-SA Strategic Partnership, the future of EU development policy, trade issues, 

South African National Development Plan, Brexit, etc. (see agenda in Annex).  

 

The mission included meetings with the EU Delegation and Ambassadors of the EU Member 

States. 

 

Furthermore, there were meetings with the civil society and Non-Governmental Organisations 

(NGO), think tanks and foundations on the latest political developments, human rights, social 

situation, including unemployment, inequality, black empowerment, conditions of mining 

communities, education, and possibilities for enhancing sectorial development cooperation. 

 

There was also a variety of field visits, mostly to EU co-funded projects, including a visit to 

two primary schools, to a Salesian Institute (vocational training), to a women empowerment 

and self-awareness project and to a scientific programme, exploring the outer space. 

 

General background 

South Africa is the only country in sub-Saharan Africa with which the EU has an established 

strategic partnership (since 2006). 

The EU - South Africa cooperation is based on the “Multiannual Indicative Programme 2014-

2020”, which focuses on three main sectors: 

1. Employment creation; 

2. Education, training and innovation; 

3. Building a capable and developmental state; 

The provisional entry into force of the SADC-EU Economic Partnership Agreement in October 

2016 has a considerable potential to boost trade relations. Already today EU is by far the most 

important trading partner for South Africa. 
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B. Activities before the Inter-Parliamentary meeting 

 

Tuesday 

 

EU Delegation 

 

The Head of the EU Delegation, Ambassador Marcus Cornaro, provided a very interesting 

insight of the South African society, economy and politics to the visiting delegation. He 

presented the timeline of the EU - SA relations since the official end of the “apartheid” in 1994.  

 

EU Member States’ Ambassadors 

 

Ambassadors from 6 EU Member States described the political situation in South Africa, and 

in particular the recent cabinet reshuffling and the planned vote of no confidence in the 

Parliament. About the latter one, they informed the Delegation that it had been postponed, due 

to the uncertainty about whether it should take place by a public or by a secret ballot. They also 

pointed out the considerable real and perceived importance of the EU in the eyes of South 

African partners, and praised the visible results SA Government is obtaining in the field of 

redistribution of income, by financially helping 11 million citizens regularly and in a permanent 

way. Despite this, they said the economic and social disparity remained a big problem. 
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Lunch meeting with think thanks (ISS, SAIIA, SALC, and BMF) 

 

Following the meeting with the Ambassadors, a panel of civil society organisations (CSO) 

informed the Members of some crucial problems South Africa is facing: SA Institute for 

International Affairs (SAIIA) highlighted the rampant youth unemployment, while the Black 

Management Forum (BMF) spoke about the lack of “black empowerment” - for instance, only 

2,98% of land is owned by the black population. HIV/AIDS rate is still among the highest in 

the world, and antiretroviral treatment is not available to everyone, despite the efforts of the 

public health sector, as pointed out by the Southern Africa Litigation Centre (SALC). Drought 

is a recurrent severe environmental problem, which hampers agriculture and water provision. 

The Institute for Security Studies (ISS) expanded on the next year’s elections in Zimbabwe, 

and their possible consequences for the stability in the region. 

 

Meeting with IANRA and “Benchmarks” Foundation 

 

International Alliance on Natural Resources in Africa’s (IANRA) representatives described the 

harsh conditions and the extremely unhealthy environment in which mining communities live. 

In Soweto, a prevalently mining area, around 60% of the inhabitants live with a severe 

respiratory disease. There is environmental degrade (open shafts, radioactive debris, etc.), 

drugs, crime and prostitution. In other mining communities, the situation is pretty much the 

same. The representatives of the Benchmarks Foundation asked for a possibility to organise a 

public hearing in the European Parliament on the conditions on mining communities. Following 

this proposal, Members decided to explore the possibility to invite representatives of mining 

communities to the European Parliament.  

 

 

Wednesday and Thursday 

 

 

South African Institutional Representatives  

 

The Councillor Mayor for the East Area of Capetown stressed the big economic, trade, scientific 

and tourism potential of the city and province. In order to create a favourable business 

environment, the City administration is implementing a free wireless Internet access for 

everyone throughout the Capetown urban area and improving the network of public 

transportation 

 

Ivan Meyer, Minister of Finance in the Western Cape Provincial Government, echoed by the 

Democratic Alliance’s Chief Whip and shadow Ministers, was critical towards the present 

South African Government, and called on President Zuma to resign. He demanded the EU to 

conduct an electoral observation mission to South Africa for the 2019 general elections, while 

some Members from the European side stressed the good reputation of the South African 

electoral system and criticised the use, by Mr Meyer, of his institutional role for making partisan 

politics. 
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Salesian’s Institute Youth Programme 

 

The visit showed all the difficulties SA is faced with in trying not only to implement education, 

but also to free many children from the poor neighbourhoods from the vicious circle of social 

exclusion and marginalization. The Institute is doing an irreproachable work with excellent 

results by offering vocational training and assistance in search for an employment to young 

people aged from 14 to 18.  

 

 

Meeting with Political Parties 

 

“Inkhata freedom Party” historically represents the Zulu ethnical group. Narend Singh, the 

Chief Whip, and Sonia Nkomo, the Secretary General, underlined that Inkhata has always 

worked against the apartheid, but in a peaceful manner. They taught children to read books, not 

to throw stones. Nowadays, the Party has lost many seats in favour of the “Economic Freedom 

Fighters”, but continues to have a presence in the Parliament, with an articulated socio-

economic programme. While stressing the differences among the opposition parties, the 

representatives of Inkhata also underlined the unity among all of them in the call to President 

Zuma to resign.  

 

 

 

C. Inter-Parliamentary meeting 

 

 

 

 

Wide range of topics was discussed. The South African side had an agenda for the meeting but 

it was not really coordinated with the European Parliament side. Therefore, ad hoc points to the 

South African agenda were added.  
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Scrutiny role of the Parliaments 

 

Members from both Parliaments called for a more active parliamentary role on decisions taken 

by the EU and the South African Government. This was seen as an important issue, especially 

in view of the next EU - SA Summit (the date and place of which was not decided as yet), in 

which the Co-Chairs suggested there should be a representation of Members from both 

Parliaments. The South African side regretted that the date of the Summit has not yet been set 

by the European Union. 

 

Corruption and tax evasion 

 

Both sides underlined the importance of the fight against corruption, and the need for a full and 

transparent application, implementation and enforcement of the existing or proposed 

international financial regulations, such as the OECD legal framework, or the EU-originated 

Proposal for a Council Directive on a Common Consolidated Corporate Tax Base (CCCTB), 

the European Commission’s Action Plan to strengthen the fight against tax fraud and tax 

evasion, the Recommendation regarding measures intended to encourage third countries to 

apply minimum standards of good governance in tax matters and the Recommendation on 

aggressive tax planning, in order to stop the flee of resources into “tax havens”. The European 

side insisted on transparency by the South African Government in its expenditure and in the 

use of EU development aid, starting from the programming of the use of such funds and in the 

accountability to the legislative branch.  

 

Development cooperation 

 

According to Members, during the mid-term review of the Multiannual Indicative Programme, 

a higher priority should be given to supporting education, in particular basic education, girls’ 

education and professional skills, as well as student exchange programs, also in the light of the 

success of the existing programs, such as Erasmus Mundus. 

 

Cheryllyn Dudley, echoed by many Members from both sides, stressed the importance of 

development cooperation in sectors with a high added value, which have a potential to generate 

new and high quality jobs: in primis education at all levels, then scientific and technological 

cooperation, exchange of data and know how between EU and South African advanced 

industries, especially the ones dealing with efficient transformation of raw materials and 

development of Information and Communication Technology, were just some of the examples 

mentioned.  

 

Hans van Baalen recognised South Africa’s effort on the implementation of its National 

Development Plan. Joan Fubbs regretted the huge reduction of EU aid to South Africa in the 

2014 - 2020 planning - due to the fact that SA became a “middle income country” - and stressed 

instead the need to keep the aid at previous levels, given the significant disparities in income 

distribution in the country and the many problems South Africa is still facing (in primis youth 

unemployment and HIV/AIDS epidemics). European Members evoked the need for spending 

better and focusing the financial aid on areas that can trigger wide benefits to a sustainable 

growth agenda. 

 

Both sides underlined the importance of achieving Sustainable Development Goals (SDG). SA 

Members presented detailed national sectorial plans on how to reach them. EP Members 
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presented specific proposals about the potential added value of EU cooperation funds in helping 

SA to reach SDG targets in the areas of education, urban and rural development.  

 

Climate change 

 

The importance of adhering to the agreement reached at the 21st Conference of the Parties on 

Climate Change, specifically regarding funding commitments between developing and 

developed nations, was underlined by both delegations. In this regard, EU - SA scientific 

cooperation in the field of clean technologies, and in the exploitation of alternative sources of 

energy, was encouraged. In particular, cooperation in the field of solar and wind energy was 

evoked. 

 

Migration 

 

The two delegations recognised the need to protect the basic fundamental human rights of 

refugees and asylum seekers, together with the need for sound integration policies. Migration, 

with its opportunities and challenges, was recognised as a common challenge for both SA and 

the EU. Exchange of best practices was considered to be beneficial. EP Members deplored the 

regular and persistent xenophobic attacks, occurring in South Africa towards especially 

migrants from other African countries. Members of both delegations criticised the building of 

border fences against the arrival of refugees by considering it as an act of inhumanity. In the 

shadow of a substantial failure of the multicultural approach in Europe, which seems to 

separate, rather than unify, ethnic, religious and cultural communities, Sabine Verheyen 

underlined the need for proper and sound integration policies, based on acceptance of rights 

and duties by the immigrant population. In this regard, Members stressed the importance of 

how internal settlements of migrants are dealt with, by positively evoking, inter alia, the Italian 

“SPRAR” resettlement model: based on resettling small numbers of migrants of mixed origin 

all around the territory (thus involving local communities in the implementation of integration), 

the model has proven to be highly successful so far.  

 

Members also stressed the importance of a swift implementation of the Valetta Action Plan, in 

order to address root causes of irregular migration and forced displacement, boost socio-

economic development, support resilience, in particular to the benefit of the most vulnerable, 

in particular women and children, in communities hosting protracted refugee populations, and 

enhance sustainable livelihoods and self-reliance opportunities for displaced persons, as well 

as to host communities. 

 

Social rights 

 

Fabio de Masi, echoed by other EP and SA Members, stressed that mining communities in 

South Africa should benefit from mining activities and live in a safe and healthy environment. 

Although recognising the full right to South Africa to benefit from its own mineral resources, 

the EP Members expressed environmental concerns, especially with regard to the negative 

health impact towards communities living in mining areas. 

 

 Mike Waters, echoed by Joan Fubbs, said that there is a set of Laws in place protecting mining 

communities, which states that a new mining activity can only take place after consultations, 

and in agreement with the local communities, and that any environmental damage should be 

avoided or financially compensated to the community. The European side stressed that, if 
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compensation is done, it should benefit the people of the mining communities. This was 

answered by the South African side with the comment that everyone in South Africa should 

benefit from the mining activities not just the mining communities. The EP side stressed again 

the importance of compensation for the impact on health and safety for the people in the mining 

communities.  

 

Trade 

 

Some trade related issues, concerning the modalities of management of wheat quotas, the black 

citrus spot and the trade of race horses, were discussed: while recognising the beneficial impact 

and the considerable potential of the recently adopted EU-SADC Economic Partnership 

Agreement in boosting EU - SA trade, Bheki Radebe stressed the need to re-discuss the wheat 

quota system. Citrus black spot and a recent dispute on poultry on a phyto-sanitary basis (largely 

unjustified, according to the EU Delegation) were also discussed. Joan Fubbs underlined the 

need to revise the existing regulations in the trading of race horses. 

 

Brexit 

 

After the description of the possible reasons for which the UK population decided to leave the 

EU by Anthea McIntyre, and her reassurance that the country is committed to continue 

cooperation with the EU in a variety of fields, both sides agreed that the Brexit process should 

not impact on the EU-South Africa relationship. However, it may have an impact on the way 

South African goods and services enter the European market. Joan Fubbs said that many trade 

activities with the EU are done via the UK. 

 

Education and gender equality 

 

South Africa is one of the countries with the highest degree of gender equality in institutions 

and public life in general, but also with a very high degree of gender-based violence. Martina 

Dlabajova stated that this contradiction can only be tackled with an in-depth intervention 

starting from primary and secondary education. Sabine Verheyen said that a change of mentality 

is needed, because gender equality is not yet reached in the society.  

 

The Fourth Industrial Revolution 

 

Joan Fubbs identified the Fourth Industrial Revolution as one of the potential causes of 

unemployment. Members discussed possible solutions. The conclusion was that it is not 

desirable to stop the information technology progress, neither to abandon the modernization of 

production processes, but rather promote a fairer distribution of the additional income generated 

and use it for further productive investment (by creating new jobs) or/and for the creation of a 

universal minimum guaranteed income.. Such income should however be framed in such a way 

that it does not negatively affect nor dis- incentivize the search for employment. EP Members 

pointed out the importance and benefits of the ongoing industrial automation, freeing 

individuals from repetitive tasks and burdens, and leaving them time to develop creativity. 

However, this creativity should lead to the development of new jobs, which does not seem to 

have been the case up to now.    

 

General 
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The Co-Chairs committed to pursue a productive track of cooperation and to further valorise 

and uphold the inter-parliamentary cooperation in the framework of the strategic partnership 

among EU and SA. 

 

At the end of the Inter-Parliamentary sessions, the parliamentarians adopted a joint statement, 

which outlined the main conclusions reached during the interparliamentary debates (see 

Annex).  

 

 

 

D. Activities after the Inter-Parliamentary meeting  

 

 

 

Meeting with civil society organisations 

 

An exchange of views took place, on Thursday evening, with Institute for Justice and 

Reconciliation (IJR), Dullah Omar Institute, Salesian Institute Youth Project, Clothing Bank 

and Center for Conflict Resolution (CCR). These organisations are beneficiaries of the EU-

funded projects. Debates on women empowerment, youth, rehabilitation, social inclusion, 

education, LGBTI-related issues, social justice, transparency, accountability, migrants and 

refugees took place.  

 

 

Friday 

 

Fairview and Parkwood primary schools 

 

The Friday’s visits to the Fairview and Parkwood primary schools, both in a poor area of 

Capetown with a high rate of crime, were an occasion to assess two rather different educational 

realities: Fairview, on one side, as a model of a multifunctional, well-equipped, secure and well-

attended school, which managed to become a second home for children that thus obtain a 

possibility for an access to high quality secondary education. Parkwood, on the other side, is a 

school that is severely under resourced because of its bad reputation; it mainly attracts neglected 

children from poor families without any other choice, often sick and under-nourished, in a 

seemingly eternal vicious circle of poverty and lack of possibilities perpetuating themselves. 

Members committed themselves to explore possibilities for a direct engagement of EU funding 

for Parkwood Primary School, at least to guarantee a meal for every child.   
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Clothing Bank 

 

The visit to the project, targeted especially at young mothers, showed that women 

empowerment and emancipation through self-employment is not only possible, but gives 

excellent results, also for the wider community. Young mothers are taught to sell textiles and 

other goods, coming from the left-overs of big commercial distributers, to their community. 

They buy goods from the provider with a loan they need to reimburse when they manage to sell 

the products. This business activity is accompanied by trainings, self-awareness lessons, and 

specific enablers of social empowerment.   

 

 

Square Kilometer Array (SKA) 

 

The “SKA” is a radio telescope network project that clearly shows South African excellency in 

science, technology and innovation. Its purpose is to seek for meaningful electromagnetic 

signals from the outer space. Astonishingly, the network of radio-telescopes is currently able to 

detect a TV transmission signal on an extra-solar system planet! Beyond data analysis itself, 

the scientists in situ are building innovative computing systems for fast and intense parallel 

calculations by creatively using home-made technology. Due to its important potential to 

generate a multiplier effect on the overall scientific and technological progress in South Africa, 

Members stressed the importance to maintain consistent financial contributions for this project.  
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Saturday 

 

 

Cape Town Refugee Centre 

 

A major and widespread problem of xenophobic attacks to foreign migrants, especially to the 

ones coming from other African countries, exists in South Africa. The local population tends 

to perceive African foreigners as a danger to their social security and jobs. Members exchanged 

views with some victims of xenophobic attacks, and pledged to engage with the EU Delegation 

for a continuation of this EU co-financed Refugee Centre project, whose purpose is not only to 

develop and roll out training programmes on human rights, refugee rights, social cohesion, civic 

education and integration of refugee youth and adults, but also to offer a helping hand to 

migrants, often sad and disoriented upon their arrival, by acting as a physical place of 

community aggregation.  

 

 

 

Conclusions 

 

The following operational conclusions were envisaged by the Delegation for Relations with 

South Africa throughout the IPM: 

 

- To try to ensure the presence of Members from both Parliaments (EU and SA) in the 

intergovernmental meetings, such as the next EU-SA Summit; 

 

- To explore ways to invite representatives of South African miners and mining communities 

to the European Parliament for a hearing or a round table; 

 

- To explore possibilities, with the EU Delegation in Pretoria, of financial help to educational 

realities, such as the Parkwood primary school. 

 

- To follow-up, with the European External Action Service, on the visited EU co-funded 

projects and on the possibility/opportunity to re-finance them (see reporting sheets in 

attachment). 

 

- To explore the possibility of changing the wheat import quota management, as well as the 

regulations on the trade of race horses, with the European Commission. 
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JOINT STATEMENT 
24th SOUTH AFRICA-EUROPEAN UNION INTER-PARLIAMENTARY MEETING 

19 - 20 APRIL 2017 
CAPE TOWN, SOUTH AFRICA 

 
1. The 24th South Africa-European Union Inter-Parliamentary Meeting (IPM) 

between Members of the South African Parliament and Members of the European 

Parliament took place at the South African Parliament in Cape Town on 19 – 20 

April 2017. 

 
2. The discussions focused on the strategic, bilateral relationship between the EU 

and South Africa, broader issues of mutual interest between the two counterparts 

as well as Southern African Development Community economic and political 

developments. 

 
3. Members from both Parliaments emphasised the importance of strengthening the 

relationship between SA and the EU and ensuring more active roles by both 

Parliaments on decisions taken by the EU and the South African Government.  

 
4. Members of the South African Parliament welcomed the European Union’s 

funding of the Legislative Sector Support Programme (LSSP) for the South 

African Parliament. 

 

5. Both sides underlined the importance of transparency, efficiency, accountability 

and sound financial management of EU money spending, as well as of the fight 

against corruption. More attention should be put on sharing of good practices, on 

promotion of positive examples of successful and sustainable EU projects in SA 

and on their added value and performance. 

 
6. Both Delegations recognised the importance of the achievement of the UN 

Sustainable Development Goals. The European Parliament recognised South 

Africa’s effort on the implementation of its National Development Plan. 

 

7. While exports of citrus to the EU have been steadily increasing, differences on 

citrus black spot remain. South Africa remains concerned about the high costs of 

complying with the regulations of citrus exports. Both parts remain committed to 

the resolution of scientific differences through the International Plant Protection 

Convention mechanisms.   

 

8. The South African Development Community – European Union Economic 

Partnership Agreement (SADC-EU EPA) came into force in October 2016. While 

welcoming its entry into force, South African Members requested that the EU 

reviews the wheat quota agreement and its application to ensure that it benefits 
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all not only a few larger companies. The EP Members call on the European 

Commission to explore a possible follow-up to this request.  

 

9. While acknowledging the progress made by South Africa in the mining sector on 

mine safety and recognising the strategic need of South Africa to beneficiate its 

own mineral resources for the purpose of economic growth and job creation, it 

was emphasised that more needs to be done for mining communities to benefit 

from mining activities and to live in a safe and healthy environment.  

 
10. Both sides acknowledged the progress made in SA and the EU in advancing 

gender equality and creating opportunities for women. However, both delegations 

recognised that much more needs to be done in areas of access to education, 

finance, entrepreneurship, labour market and all parts of society. 

 

11. South Africa welcomed the commitment of the European Union to look into 

possible barriers affecting the exporting and racing of horses.    

 

12. Both Parliaments agreed on the need of compliance with the existing international 

agreements on climate change. South Africa focused on the Carbon Tax 

legislation and emphasised the need for all parties to adhere to the COP 21 Paris 

Agreement specifically regarding funding commitments between developing and 

developed nations. The European Union noted that there are opportunities for 

both parties to learn from one another in this regard, and develop further 

cooperation. 

 
13. Both sides noted the impact of the recent drought on food security and nutrition 

for South Africa and the sub-region. State intervention was acknowledged as 

instrumental in strengthening South Africa’s national resilience. The importance 

of effectively mitigating where possible the impact of climate change was also 

recognised. 

 

14. Both Parliaments recognised the rights, as enshrined in international treaties, for 

refugees and asylum seekers. The need for proper integration policies, based on 

acceptance of rights and duties by the immigrant population, was also stressed. 

 

15. The two sides recognised the need of a stronger cooperation in the fight against 

terrorism. They encouraged greater exchange of information and called on 

tackling the threat of radicalisation. 
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16. Both parties resolved to continue to strengthen the relationship between EU and 

SA, which should remain as strong as ever despite the exit of the UK (Brexit).  

 

17. Both Parliaments take into consideration the challenges arising from the fourth 

industrial revolution and its impact on youth, education, training and employment. 

 
18. Members recognised that the Inter-Parliamentary Meetings have played an 

important role in strengthening SA-EU relations, fostering the implementation of 

the strategic partnership and in addressing trade challenges faced by both 

parties. Furthermore, Members appreciated the use of this platform for 

information and knowledge sharing.  
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EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT 

 

DELEGATION FOR RELATIONS WITH SOUTH AFRICA 

 

18-22 April 2017 

 

Pretoria/Cape Town - South Africa 

 

PROGRAMME 
 

(Final version 22 April 2017) 

 

 

Monday, 17 April  Pretoria 

 

Individual arrivals of Members to Johannesburg airport - Airport transfers to the hotel, Rok 

Koželj (EP), GSM +32 479 373 376, Niina Väänänen (EP), GSM: +32 477 855 226 

Accommodation at Sheraton Pretoria Hotel (in Pretoria) 

 

Programme discussion -Secretariat EP and Mário Rui QUEIRÓ (DEL ZA), +27.82.77 8894 

 

Tuesday, 18 April Pretoria 

 

09.30 Departure from Sheraton Pretoria Hotel (or OR Tambo Johannesburg airport 

for the Members arriving with night flights) to EU Delegation 

 

10.00 - 11.00 Meeting with the EU Delegation 

Venue: EU Delegation in Pretoria 

 

11.15 - 12.30 Meeting with the EU Member States' Ambassadors 

Venue: EU Residence in Pretoria 

 

12.30 - 14.00 Lunch meeting with think tanks (ISS, SAIIA, SALC, BMF) 

 Venue: EU Residence in Pretoria 

 

14.15 - 16.15 Meeting with IANRA - International Alliance on Natural Resources in Africa, 

“Bench Marks” Foundation and community representatives (on mining 

affected communities) 

Venue: EU Residence in Pretoria 
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16.30 Departure to OR Tambo Airport in Johannesburg 

 

17.15 Check-in at OR Tambo Airport 

 

19.30  Flight to Cape Town – SA 367 (19h30/ 21h40) 

 

 22.30  Check-in at the African Pride 15 On Orange Hotel in Cape Town 

 

 

Wednesday, 19 April Cape Town 

 

 

07.30  Departure from the hotel to Cape Town Municipality 

 

8.00 - 9.00 Meeting with Albert Ntsodo, Councillor Mayor for 

   the East Area of Cape Town  

   Venue: Podium Block, Civic Centre, 12 Hertzog Blvd, 6th floor 

 

9.15 - 11.00 Salesians Institute Youth Programme 

   Project visit – EU funded project 

   Venue:  2, Somerset Road, Green Point 

 

11.15 - 12.45 Meeting with Ivan Meyer, Minister for Finance in the Western Cape  

   Provincial government and DA leaders (Chief Whip, shadow ministers) 

   Venue: Legislature building, 7 Wale str, M2 Mezzanine floor 

 

13.00 - 14.00 Meeting with Inkhata Freedom Party (IFP) 

 Venue: M46, Ground Floor, Marks Building, Parliament of South Africa 

 

14.00 - 18.00 PARLIAMENTARY MEETINGS 

 Venue: M46, Ground Floor, Marks Building, Parliament of South Africa 

 

19.15 - 22.30 Working dinner with the Members of the Parliament of South Africa 

Venue: Restaurant La Mouette (Sea Point) 

 

 

Thursday, 20 April Cape Town 

 

08.30  Depart from the hotel 

 

09.00 - 12.00 PARLIAMENTARY MEETINGS 

 Venue: M46, Ground Floor, Marks Building, Parliament of South Africa 

 

12.00 - 13.30 Lunch with the Members of the Parliament of South Africa 

 Venue: Palm Court Restaurant, Ground Floor, Marks Building 
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14.30 - 18.00 PARLIAMENTARY MEETINGS 

 Venue: M46, Ground Floor, Marks Building, Parliament of South Africa 

 

19.00 - 21.30 Reception (civil society, trade unions, industry, business, think-tanks) 

 Venue: African Pride 15 On Orange Hotel 

 

 

Friday, 21 April Cape Town and 

surroundings 

 

08.00 Departure from the hotel to the primary schools 

 

8.30 - 10.00 Visit of Fairview primary school 

 Venue: Fairview school, Capetown 

 

10.30 - 12.00 Visit of Parkwood primary school 

 Venue: Parkwood school, Capetown 

 

12.30 – 14.30 The Clothing Bank 

   Project visit – EU funded project 

   Venue:  33 Thor Circle, Viking Place, Thornton 

 

15.00 - 17.00 SKA – Square Kilometer Array – radio telescope project 

  Project visit – EU funded project  

 Venue: 3rd Floor, The Park, Park Road, Pinelands 

 

 

Saturday, 22 April Cape Town 

 

08.45  Departure from the hotel 

 

09.00 - 11.30 Cape Town refugee center 

   Project visit – EU funded project     

  Venue:  F12, First Floor, Wynberg Centre 

123 Main Road, Wynberg 

 

 

 

End of the official programme 

 

 

Individual departures of Members to Cape Town airport - Airport transfers  
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24th SA-EU Inter-Parliamentary Meeting 
 

19-20 April 2017, South African Parliament, Cape Town 

 
AGENDA 

 

Wednesday, 19 April 2017 

M46, GROUND FLOOR, MARKS 
BUILDING, SOUTH AFRICAN 

PARLIAMENT 
 

14:00-18:30 INTER-PARLIAMENTARY MEETING 
 
 I.  South Africa (SA) – EU Strategic Partnership 

  

 SA-EU Partnership Programme: Legislative Sector Policy 
Support: The Current Legislative Sector Policy support 
programme (MIP) of 2014-2020, Anti-corruption. 

 

 Development cooperation - Sustainable Development Goals as 
viewed through the National Development Plan 

- Education, employment, and health 

- Urban vs Rural Communities 

- Conditions of Miners 

 

 Trade, including the SADC-Economic Partnership Agreement 
(EPA), review of how this EPA would result in increased 
employment in the SADC region  
 

 Trade, including issues concerning the Poultry industry; Textiles 
and the safe direct Exports of Horses from South Africa 
 

 
 II. Current issues of mutual interest 
 

 Women empowerment, entrepreneurship & role of private sector 
 

 The Proposed Carbon Tax Bill and Climate Change 
 
- Mitigating Measures being adopted by countries and the financial    
Assistance to implement the Paris Agreement Resolutions 
- Current Impact of the drought in South Africa and in the SADC 
region on Trade  
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 The 4th Industrial Revolution: The economic impact including loss 
of employment. 

 

 International & Regional terrorism:  
 

- Overview of the current situations 
- The Issue of visas and porous borders 

 
19.30-21.30 Working Dinner hosted by Hans van Baalen, Chair of the EP 

Delegation to South Africa 
 Venue: La Mouette Restaurant, 78 Regent Rd, Sea Point. 
 
 

Thursday, 20 April 2017 

Meeting room:  
M46, Ground Floor, Marks Building, 

South African Parliament, Cape Town 
 

 
9.00-12.00 INTER-PARLIAMENTARY MEETING 
 
 
 II. Current issues of mutual interest continued 
 

 Economic, political and social approaches by Southern African 
and EU countries to manage challenges presented by Migration 
and the Human Rights Issues 

 

 The Impact of BREXIT on the EU and South Africa: Economic and 
financial situation in Europe and the impact on Aid and 
Development cooperation with developing countries. 

 
12:00-13:30 LUNCH 
 
 Sit down Lunch with MEPs 
 Venue: Palm Court Restaurant, Ground Floor, Marks Building 
 
 
14:00-18:00 INTER-PARLIAMENTARY MEETING 
 
 III. Regional Integration 
 

 Economic and Political challenges in regional integration models 
including the EU: Causes and Outcomes 

 

 SADC, COMESA-EAC-SADC Tripartite Free Trade Agreement 
 
IV. General 

 

 Adoption of Joint Statement 
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 Consideration of dates for the 25th SA-EU IPM 
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24th Inter-Parliamentary Meeting (IPM) EP/South Africa 

18–22 April 2017 in Pretoria-Johannesburg-Cape Town 

  

LIST OF PARTICIPANTS 

 

MEMBERS OF THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT 

 

Hans VAN BAALEN NL ALDE Chair of the Delegation 

Boris ZALA SK S&D 
1st Vice-Chair of the 

Delegation 

Sabine VERHEYEN DE EPP 
2nd Vice-Chair of the 

Delegation 

Markus FERBER DE EPP 

Theodor Dumitru STOLOJAN RO EPP 

Anthea MCINTYRE EN ECR 

Martina DLABAJOVÁ CS ALDE 

Fabio DE MASI DE GUE/NGL 

 

POLITICAL GROUPS 

 

Stefano FELICIAN EFDD Group 

 

SECRETARIAT OF THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT 

 

Rok KOŽELJ Administrator 

Niina VÄÄNÄNEN Assistant 
 

EPP: Group of the European People's Party - Groupe du Parti Populaire Européen 

S&D: Group of the Progressive Alliance of Socialists & Democrats - Groupe de L'Alliance et Progressiste des Socialistes et Démocrates 
ECR: The European Conservatives and Reformists group - Conservateurs et réformistes européens 

ALDE: Alliance for Liberals and Democrats for Europa - Alliance des Démocrates et des Libéraux pour l'Europe 

GUE/NGL: European United Left/Nordic Green Left - Gauche Unitaire Européenne/Gauche Verte Nordique 
EFDD: Europe of freedom and direct democracy Group - Groupe Europe de la liberté et de la démocratie directe 
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SOUTH AFRICAN PARLIAMENTARY DELEGATION  
 
 

24TH SA-EU INTER-PARLIAMENTARY MEETING (IPM) 
 

19-20 APRIL 2017 
 

CAPE TOWN, SOUTH AFRICA 
 

LIST OF PARTICIPANTS 
 
 

MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT PARTY AFFILIATION 

Ms Joan FUBBS,  
Co-Chairperson: SA-EU IPM & Leader of 
Delegation 
 

AFRICAN NATIONAL CONGRESS [ANC] 

Ms Mmatlala BOROTO,  
House Chairperson: International Relations, 
National Assembly 
 

AFRICAN NATIONAL CONGRESS [ANC] 

Mr Bheki RADEBE 
 

AFRICAN NATIONAL CONGRESS [ANC] 

Mr Boingotlo NTHEBE 
 

AFRICAN NATIONAL CONGRESS [ANC] 

Mr Musawenkosi MLAMBO AFRICAN NATIONAL CONGRESS [ANC] 
 

Mr Mike WATERS 
 

DEMOCRATIC ALLIANCE [DA] 

Ms Aanchen DREYER DEMOCRATIC ALLIANCE [DA] 
 

Mr Gordan MACKAY DEMOCRATIC ALLIANCE [DA] 
 

Ms Cheryllyn DUDLEY AFRICAN CHRISTIAN DEMOCRATIC 
PARTY [ACDP] 
 

 
 

 


