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Migration problems in Afghanistan require urgent solutions

In a debate on migration issues, the Chair of the European Parliament’s Delegation for
relations with Afghanistan Mr Petras Auštrevicius asked for concrete steps to tackle the
migration problems in the country. Both, the international community and the Government
of Afghanistan must stick to their financial pledges and political commitments given at the
Brussels donors’ conference of October 2016. He expressed his conviction that in mid and
long term humanitarian aid needs to be transposed in sustainable development assistance.
The Chair called for a front-loaded national development programme in order to cope with
the huge influx of labour force preventing the youth of radicalisation.

The European Parliament’s Delegation for relations with Afghanistan discussed migration issues
in Afghanistan in the presence of the European External Action Service, different European
Commission services, as well as, the UNHCR, Amnesty International and Oxfam.

It became clear that the positive outcome of the Brussels donors’ conference from 4-5 October
2016 should materialise in concrete actions. In the second half of 2016, 372,577 registered
refugees came home after prolonged stays in neighbouring host countries, predominantly Pakistan.
They returned to uncertain futures in Afghanistan, as the country has experienced the worst levels
of conflict in 2016 since, characterized by very high levels of internal displacement and an
increasingly heavy toll on civilian populations.

In this context, the Chair underlined his political demands: “I ask for sufficient financial support
for the agreement between the EU and Afghanistan to re-integrate those returnees who have no
legal base to stay in Europe. The country is already in a turmoil. Providing unconditional
humanitarian assistance, in particular shelter, food and labour, and meaningful protection to these
populations on the move must be a priority to prevent the collapse. In the mid and long term, the
humanitarian aid must be turned into solid development assistance. I therefore call on the
Government of Afghanistan for a front-loaded national development programme.”
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