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Introduction 

 

A Working Group of the EP Delegation for Relations with Iraq composed by Struan Stevnson 
(Chair, ECR - UK), John Attard-Montalto (S&D - MT), Jelko Kacin (ALDE - SL) joined by Mario 
Mauro (EPP - IT) Member of Committee of Foreign Affairs and Rapporteur on Iraq visited Iraq 
(Baghdad and Erbil) from 26-29 April 2011.  

This was the first ever official visit of the European Parliament to Iraq and the first 
Interparliamentary meeting between the full fledged EP Delegation for Relations with Iraq 
(established under the current legislature, on 30 September 2009, by upgrading the existing 
Permanent Ad-hoc Delegation) and the Iraqi Council of Representatives.  

In Baghdad, the mission included high level meetings with the President of Iraq, Jalal 
Talabani, the Speaker of the Iraqi Council of Representatives (CoR) Osama Nujaifi, the Chair of 
the Foreign Affairs Committee of the CoR, Humam Hammoudi, the Chair of the Security and 
Defence Committee of the CoR, Hasan Al-Sunaid, the Chair of the Human Rights Committee 
of the CoR, Saleem Al Jbori, the Deputy Prime Minister of Iraq, Saleh Mutlak, the Foreign 
Minister of Iraq, Hoshayr Zebari, as well as with UNAMI, EU JUSTLEX and US Embassy.  The EU 
Delegation in Baghdad provided a considerable support all along the EP mission, its obvious 
understaffing notwithstanding. The Polish Presidency also continuously supported the 
mission.  
The Delegation travelled also to Erbil, where they met the President of the Iraqi Kurdistan 
Region (KRG), Massoud Barzani, the Speaker of the Iraqi Kurdistan Parliament, Kemal Kerkuki, 
the Prime Minister of the Iraqi KRG, Barham Saleh, the leader of Al-Iraqiya, Ayad Allawi, the 
Bishop Bashar Matte Warda of Erbil, the Governor of Erbil, Nawzad Hadi, leaders of the Goran 
(Change) Party.   

Among the key items discussed were the situation of the region after the Arab spring, the 
respect of human rights, women's rights and the situation of ethnic and religious minorities in 
Iraq, the security situation and economic growth opportunities as well as the parliamentary 
democracy in the country. In particular, the issue of Camp Ashraf was also discussed.  

The Joint Declaration adopted at the Interparliamentary meeting calls for a swift ratification 
of the EU-Iraq Partnership and Cooperation Agreement initialled in 2010 and states that both 
parliaments are engaged in mutual cooperation in the respect of human and minorities' 
rights, including improvement of their security and living conditions.  

The Delegations considered that concrete ways of cooperation for future activities, should be 
established, in particular in the areas of: Human rights; Education & Higher Education; Health 
and Environment;  Economy, Investment & Construction; Oil, Gas and Energy; 
Parliamentary Development; Women’s issues and Civilization dialogue and cross-cultural 
respect.  

Both sides agreed to establish an EP-Iraqi CoR Friendship Group.   
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BAGHDAD  
 

1. President Jalal Talabani  

 
Informed that Prime Minister Nouri Al Maliki was in South Korea and regretted that he 
could not meet the EP delegation.  
 
Iraqi economy is growing fast. The Gulf States want to involve themselves in Iraqi tourist 
projects, particularly in Kurdistan. 12 new licenses have been awarded for oil fields.  
 
Iraqi President will provide full cooperation in the EP initiative to set up a major conference 
in the European Parliament later this year on inward investment opportunities for Iraq. 
This should cover not only oil and gas, but electricity production, financial services, service 
sector, agriculture, water etc. 
 
Ashraf: Iran uses the MEK as an excuse to put pressure on Iraq. Iran is threatening to launch 
rocket attacks on Ashraf if no action is taken.  
 

2. Iraqi Council of Representatives (CoR)  

 
HE Osama Nujaifi – Speaker 
 
Minorities are of great concern to Iraqi authorities. There is new legislation going through 
parliament insisting on the employment of minority communities in key government and 
security posts. The religious minorities who fled Iraq need to be encouraged to return. The EU 
can play a role in this. 
 
Iraq is entering a new phase, building up new political agreements with its neighbours. 
 
As far as Camp Ashraf is concerned a full investigation is underway into the events of 8th 
April.  
 
Dr Nada M Ibrahim 
 
There are only 2 women in the Iraqi Cabinet. Women are hardly given any key posts. The 
government needs to implement all the international agreements that it has signed on 
gender equality. Women represent 55% of the population in Iraq and yet they are regarded as 
a minority.  
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CoR Foreign Affairs Committee 
Chair: Mr Humam Hammoudi 
 
Concerning the relations between the EU & Iraq, the economic relation should be highly 
developed in the benefit of mutual interest:  the instability of the Euro requires a strong 
partnership with Iraq and the oil and gas resources that we can supply. 
 
This is the final year of US military presence in Iraq. Iraqi democracy is in a state of transition. 
There are many things that the Constitution does not provide for. But having emerged from 
50 years of dictatorship, all efforts are done for the best.  
 
For providing people with jobs and services, this can only be done through improving the 
economy and improving the democratic process, not by the sort of uprisings and killings like 
in North Africa. 
 
There is a need for great friendship and cooperation between the EU and Iraq. This has 
continued since the time of MEP Emma Nicholson. Investments are highly needed and 
political cooperation; but Chapter 7 imposed by the UN after the war has placed many 
impositions on Iraq; EU support is needed to end these impositions. Cooperation with the EU 
on higher education issues is also highly needed.  
 
More help from the EU is expected on how to create a functioning social welfare system. But 
in the case of minorities, EU is asked not to encourage the Christians to come to Europe. They 
are Iraqis, like everyone else and their place is in Iraq, in a fully inclusive society.  
 
Security & Defence Committee of the CoR 
Chair: Mr Hasan Al-Sunaid 
 
Terrorism continues to increase outside the Green Zone. Statistics show fewer suicide 
bombings, as a result of the disruption of the higher echelons of the terrorist leadership. But 
they have simply changed tactics. No longer do they carry out synchronised, high-profile 
suicide attacks. Now they systematically assassinate police and military personnel at 
checkpoints throughout Iraq with silenced pistols. Dozens have been killed in the past few 
weeks. There are many factors causing this increase in violence, not least the delay in 
appointing a Security Minister. Also there has been no reaction from our Judiciary. Combined 
with administrative corruption on a wide scale, with little or no accountability from security 
officials, this could be a recipe for disaster.  
 
After 2003 Iraq became the first model of democracy in the Middle East. Iraqi neighbours 
tried to interrupt this progress and to destroy this democratic experiment. Iran is largely 
responsible for this onslaught. But the failure to fulfil the terms of the Erbil Agreement has 
obstructed all attempts to improve the security situation. 
 
The Goran (Change) Party is facing a crackdown because the security situation dominates all 
debates in Baghdad and the Iraqi security forces deal with uprisings in a severe way. Foreign 
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powers might be behind the Goran demonstrations, trying to destabilise Iraq. But the military 
and police must realise that their job is to protect and not attack the public. 
 
Regarding MEK, the Chair of the Committee stressed their willingness of discussing the issue 
between Iran, Iraq and the MEK. MEK are treated by the Iraqi authorities from a humanitarian 
position. But the MEK website incites to terrorist acts. The camp is filled with weapons. They 
attacked neighbouring areas near Ashraf. They attacked Iraqi forces. They constantly abuse 
the government and call for their downfall. They have abused their position as guests in Iraq 
and are no longer welcome. But nevertheless the Committee on Defence & Security will 
investigate what happened on 8th April and punish those responsible.  
 
Human Rights Committee of the CoR 
Chair: Mr Saleem Al Jbori 
 
Human rights are of vital importance in Iraq. Freedom of the individual, care for the disabled 
(thousands disabled by the war), care for the poor and low-income families, all are essential 
and important.  
 
The word ‘minorities’ should be replaced with ‘component’, because all Iraqis are equal. 
However, poor security allows terrorists to target minorities. EU support is asked for 
enhancing security measures. A minorities' caucus has been set up in the Iraqi Parliament. EU 
help is needed to keep these minorities in Iraq.  
 
Camp Ashraf: The HR Committee is deeply alarmed at what happened on 8th April, but aware 
of Iraqi sovereignty situation and the situation regarding neighbours like Iran and the 
provocation to them from Ashraf. The UN must take over and help to resolve this issue. But 
any resolution must respect Iraq’s concerns over sovereignty.  
 

3. Dr. Saleh Mutlak - Deputy Prime Minister  

 
The uprisings across the Middle East prove that the people, especially the young people, 
want freedom. However, there is the danger that some of these changes will not lead to 
mature governments.  
 
The protests in Sulemaniyah were in demand for jobs, services and an end to corruption. The 
protesters were complaining that the Peshmerga and the election officials are politically 
biased. 
 
The EU and US must put and end to the UN Chapter seven resolutions introduced after the 
invasion. These are an impediment to change. But parliamentary democracy is really working 
in Iraq now, although some Defence issues are being dealt with directly from the Prime 
Minister’s office and this is not constitutional. 
 
After the invasion everything was destroyed; the infrastructure, the environment and even 
the moral and ethical basis on which our society was founded. All of these needs to be rebuilt. 
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But in 3 to 4 years time oil production will have doubled and the economy will grow 
substantially. EU support is needed to attract Iraqi professional classes to return to Iraq.  
 
There are still 40,000 US troops in Iraq providing stability & security. 
 
Ashraf: The events at Ashraf are deeply sad. It hurts the reputation of Iraq after 5000 years of 
civilization that now it resorts to murdering unarmed guests. A humanitarian solution is 
needed, that involves the EU, Iraq, Iran, UNAMI etc. But any solution must serve both the 
interests of the MEK and Iraq.  
 

4. Mr Hashayr Zebari - Foreign Minister of Iraq 

 
The partnership and cooperation agreement with the EU is in its final stages. EU needs Iraqi 
energy supply and Iraq needs EU investment. Win/win agreement.  
 
As far as security in Iraq is concerned, 2 or 3 years ago, suicide bombs and gun attacks were a 
daily occurrence. The situation has improved thanks to the government of national unity 
which has involved all of the Iraqi communities in the process of rebuilding Iraq. However, US 
forces will leave at the end of this year. But Iraqi forces are fully capable of taking over and are 
already more or les doing so. Al Qaeda has been dislocated and disorganised. They no longer 
control some towns and enclaves in Iraq. They are isolated. But this has driven them to 
change tactics. They now assassinate targeted people, including checkpoint police and 
military and diplomats/civil servants etc. Most of these attacks take place in Baghdad. 
 
Iraqi democracy has acted as a spur for the Arab Spring in North Africa and the Middle East. 
Other countries want Iraqi freedom. That is why almost every suicide bomber in the Middle 
East was, for a time, sent to Iraq. There are many vested interests which were desperate to kill 
off our democracy at birth. 
 
But the Arab Spring has proved that the legitimacy of long-term, dictatorial leadership has 
passed. The movement for freedom is unstoppable. This is having a huge impact on Syria and 
the consequences of a civil war and regime change in Syria will have major implications for 
the rest of the Middle East. Turkey tried to play a leading role in the region to impress the EU 
and the EU must recognise that Turkey is its longest and most loyal partner in the region. 
 
Mr. Zebari said it was shameful the way the West had ignored and abandoned the massive 
uprisings in Iran after the last presidential elections and yet they were involving themselves 
deeply in Libya and Syria etc. Now the Iranian uprisings have lost momentum, he said. 
 
Iraq is keen to hold the Arab League Summit in Baghdad, but because of the Arab Spring it 
has been postponed until either September this year or March next year. 
 
Ashraf: Iraqi Government has no animosity towards the MEK. However, these are the facts: In 
2003, a well-armed and well organised division of MEK fought the Kurds. The US disarmed 
them and then the US and Bulgaria provided them with protection in Ashraf. The handover 
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agreement of Ashraf was signed by the foreign minister. The residents agreed to follow Iraqi 
laws and Iraqi authorities agreed that there would never be any forced extraditions to Iran 
and that their human rights will be respected.  
 
But now the MEK regard Ashraf as their liberated territory, as if they have conquered it in a 
war. They are Iraqi guests. They cannot seize part of Iraq and claim it as their own. They are 
strong and effective lobbyists in the US and EU. But in 2009 they were asked to allow Iraqi 
police into the camp and it ended in a riot where 12 people were killed. This year, in April, 
there was an even worse attack. But the PKK and the Muslim Brotherhood also suffer these 
violent attacks and deaths, so the MEK are not alone. They have to realise that this is Iraqi land 
and they are Iranians.  
 
Now Iraq and Iran are friends, so the situation has changed. Iraqi authorities have tried to 
suggest voluntary repatriation to the Ashraf residents, but no country seems to agree to take 
them. This is unfortunate, because the government has taken a clear decision that there is no 
place for them in Iraq by the end of 2011. The government are prepared to work closely with 
UNAMI on a solution. Extensive talks have been held with Iran and the Iranians had agreed to 
voluntarily repatriate to Iran those who wished to return, with a cast-iron guarantee signed by 
both governments that they would not be arrested or prosecuted. They would even seek 
ICRC cooperation on this.  Alternatively, Iran had even agreed to supply all 3400 residents 
with Iranian passports so that they could go wherever they liked. 
 
So the last window of opportunity is now. Iraq wants the UN to register each resident 
individually in a peaceful environment without intimidation. The Iraqi authorities will try to 
help to re-settle them. As for the 8th April events, there is no clear answer on what happened, 
but an investigation was launched to uncover the truth. 
 
The Chair of the EP Delegation protested against the attack of heavily armed Iraqi troops on 
Camp Ashraf and asked if the delegation could go to Ashraf to see for themselves what had 
happened. Iraqi Foreign Minister stressed that such a visit would not be allowed. Regarding 
on what would happen at the end of the year if all attempts to repatriate the residents of 
Ashraf had failed, Mr. Zebari stated that they would be forcibly moved to an alternative camp.  
 

5. UNAMI  

Special representative Ad Melkert, Jerzy Skuratowicz, & Tahar Boumedra 
 
The meeting focused on political situation in Iraq, as well as on humanitarian issues and 
economic development.  
 
On the internal political situation, it was underlined the effervescence of the political 
spectrum, while mentioning the divisions within political groups. The possibility of revisiting 
the Erbil Agreement in view of a better implementation was mentioned. He recalled that the 
demonstrations in Iraq were mostly about jobs, services and corruption and mentioned the 
readiness expressed by the government to alleviate these problems.  
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Regarding Camp Ashraf, it was recalled that the Iraqi government is determined to close the 
camp by the end of this year. They stressed the importance of EU and US positions in 
resolving this issue while underlining that UNAMI mandate covers only the monitoring of the 
situation. UNAMI has demanded an international inquiry into the recent attack. If they will be 
asked by the Iraqi authorities to get involved in such inquiry, they would consider it but the 
army must withdraw first. In order to find a win/win solution for everyone good 
communication channels with MEK should be established and, in this respect, the support of 
the Chair of the EP Delegation was asked for. The possibility of individual relocations of 
Camps' residents, and not as a community, should be envisaged.  
 
With regard to the Iraqi economy, it was underlined that the interest in investments in Iraq in 
general is growing. In Kurdistan region there are already huge investments.  
 

ERBIL 

 

6. President of the Kurdistan Region - Massoud Barzani  

 
The uprisings in the Middle East mark a major turning point for the entire region. Iraq 
democracy could serve as a model. Attention should be given by the respective states against 
allowing terrorists to replace the former dictatorial regimes.  
 
There still are major challenges in Iraq. Terrorism is the major problem, together with the lack 
of services and mis-management.  
 
The Opposition movement in Kurdistan pretends to be following the example of the Arab 
spring uprisings, but the maximum they have ever managed to get out on the street has been 
only 5000. Opposition has been offered a place in a broad-based government but refused it. If 
necessary early elections could be held, as the votes of the people must always be the final 
arbiter.  
 
On the economy, Kurdistan has 18 hours electricity per day forecast for this summer 
compared to 6 hours per day in Baghdad. The water problems have been solved for the next 
15 years.  The health and education systems are in course of being updated.  
 
On the minorities, it is considered as a duty to look after all of the people who seek safe 
haven in Kurdistan. Now there are 30,000 Arab families and 12,000 Christians who have fled 
here for safety. 
 
Syria: There are many Kurds in Syria, but KRG has warned them that they should exercise 
restraint and only use peaceful demands for their rights. If the Kurdish community in Syria 
took to violent protests it would look like a separatist movement. They must co-ordinate their 
activities with the other Syrian protesters. It is shameful for President Assad to now offer 
Syrian nationality to the Kurds in an attempt to placate them, decades after they took up 
residence in Syria. 
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Kirkuk: Power-sharing is the answer and that is why the seat of the local Governor was given 
to a Turkman, despite the KDP/PUK having a majority. 
 
It would be very much supported the opening of an EU Delegation office in Erbil.  
 
The initiative to hold a major conference in Brussels on inward investment opportunities in 
Iraq is fully supported.  
 
Ashraf: This was a very sad and appalling affair. Thousands of people took refuge in Ashraf 
and it was shameful to do this to them. They must be protected. It is their right as long as they 
are our guests in Iraq and until there is regime change in Iran.  
 
 

7. Dr Kemal Kerkuki - Speaker of the Iraqi Kurdistan Parliament  

 
Kurds have suffered historic atrocities, amounting virtually to genocide. There is a need to 
raise awareness internationally about this issue to prevent the emergence of a new Saddam 
here or anywhere else. 
 
When Iraq was established after World War 1, Kurds were marginalised due to the politics of 
oil and because they are a different ethnic group. But there is the need to build a federal 
democracy in Iraq. Toppling Saddam was essential. He was a second Hitler. The only way to 
topple him was by war.  
 
Now there is democracy in Kurdistan. The parliament has 111 members, 41 of whom are 
women. The KDP/PUK has 59 members. Goran – 25. Islamic Union – 6, Islamic Group – 4, 
Kurdish Socialists – 2, Islamic Movement – 2, Communists – 1, Turkmen – 5, Armenians – 1 
and Tarwar – 1. So everyone has been included in the Kurdistan parliament. Although the 
KDP & PUK together formed a government, an offer was extended to Goran and the Islamic 
parties for a broad-based government but they refused to participate.  
 
Opposition have started now encouraging demonstrations and protests against the 
government. KDP Party Headquarters in Sulemaniyah were attacked and some people were 
killed and 500 injured.  
 
 The law on demonstrations is based on international standards. Permits are required from 
local councils for local demonstrations. But Goran wants these laws abolished. They wish the 
right to demonstrate anytime, anywhere, any place without the need for approval. The 
parliament debated their demands. A special committee was set up to meet with the 
protesters and hear their demands. However, parliament decided that the demonstrations 
were aimed at disrupting the work of the democratically elected parliament and voted 
against meeting the protesters’ demands. 
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It is false for Goran to claim that we are trying to hide the workings of parliament from the 
people. Kurdistan has more than 1000 media outlets. All these debates are broadcast and we 
even have our own parliamentary TV channel. Elections are held every 4 years. The President 
is elected directly by the people for a maximum of two terms.   
 
There is great economic growth in Kurdistan. It is rich in minerals and gas and can export oil 
and gas to the EU via Turkey. International investments continue to be welcomed. The 
initiative to hold a major conference on this issue in the European Parliament before the end 
of this year is wholly supported.  
 
As far as Kirkuk is concerned, we have a constitutional Article (140) that would resolve the 
situation. It needs to be implemented.  
 

8. Dr Barham Saleh - Prime Minister of the Kurdistan Region  

 
Iraq has led the Middle East in the process of change. It may be an Arab Spring elsewhere, but 
Iraq has had already its winter and spring and now has a functioning democracy. Saddam 
Hussein diminished society and now Iraqis have the complex process of transition back to a 
normal society. There is a lack of strong institutions to manage politics in Iraq and for that 
reason full implementation of the Erbil Agreement is needed.  
 
The quality of life in Kurdistan is better than elsewhere in Iraq. There are now 18 hours per 
day electricity supply (only 12 hours last year). But the PUK and KDP dominate Kurdish politics 
and the ‘Facebook Generation’ wants something different. The Opposition protesters 
demand an end to corruption and better services and jobs.  
 
Local government elections will be held in September then early parliamentary elections 
are likely. The PUK and the KDP are being forced to change to face up to the new reality.  
 
As far as the economy of Iraq is concerned, it has been in deep trouble, but has great 
potential. There has been a surge of economic activity in Basra, Karbala etc. In four years time, 
oil production will have doubled and trebled in ten years. This will enable the growth of 
welfare and social security systems in Iraq.  
 
In Kurdistan, growth is around 10% per annum. Per capita annual income is around $3500 in 
Iraq and $4500 in Kurdistan. Only 9% of our Kurdish population do not own their own homes. 
Trade with Turkey has topped $8 billion and with Iran $7 billion. An ambitious oil policy aims 
exporting 100,000 barrels per day to Turkey. Also, hard efforts are deployed for new 
developments in agriculture and industry. 
 
The Kirkuk situation has been marked by a programme of Arabisation. It needs to be 
reversed. The US presence is necessary for this purpose. The Christians are Iraqi people and 
we hate the kind of tyranny they have been subjected to. The EU needs to do more for the 
Christians in Iraq and to help civil society to develop religious tolerance.  
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9. Dr Ayad Allawi - Leader of Al-Iraqiya  

 
Ashraf: This was a black mark on Iraq’s movement towards democracy. These people should 
have been protected. It was done simply to please Iran. 
 
Dr Allawi wrote to PM Maliki stressing the need for: Iraq-Iran talks on Ashraf; talks between 
the Iraqi Government and the MEK Leadership in Ashraf; involvement of the UN in these talks; 
the involvement of the international community.  
 
An absolute assurance from Iran is needed that they will stop meddling in Iraqi internal 
affairs. It would be great to see the 3400 residents repatriated to the EU, but that could take a 
long time. An interim solution is needed, but not one that involves intimidation, killing and 
physical harm being used as a political tool. This does not represent a move towards 
democracy, but towards dictatorship.  
 
There were 9 conditions agreed in the Erbil Agreement. None of them have been 
implemented. Instead, a series of oppressive institutions were set up under the direct control 
of Prime Minister Maliki. He has 2 or 3 brigades and an intelligence outfit similar to the one 
Saddam used to have, as well as a so-called anti-terrorist group. When Al Iraqiya agreed to 
share power with him it did so in good faith. All to no avail.  
 
There has been no division of labour. The economy is stagnant. The security situation is 
actually getting worse. 81 police and military personnel have been killed by pistols with 
silencers at roadblocks and checkpoints in the past 16 days. 
 
Mr. Allawi stated his willingness to recreate the Erbil initiative but stressed that the 
international community fails to deal with this in a proper way. Meanwhile there are 
demonstrations across Iraq with many people killed and injured. The Prime Minister responds 
by using force against the people. Many are arrested and held in secret prisons where they 
are tortured. It seems like a dictatorship in the making. After fighting Saddam Hussein for 30 
years a new dictatorship is inconceivable. EU support was asked for helping preserving 
democracy in Iraq.  
 
Iraq is now in a key position in the Middle East, between Iran and Turkey, and rich with natural 
and human resources.  
 
Al-Iraqiya may call for early elections or it may pull out of the government altogether. All 
options are being examined.  
 
Mr. Allawi informed that will come to Brussels at the end of May 2011 and would like to meet 
again with Members of the EP.  
 
He stressed the high importance of a swift signature of the agreement between the EU and 
Iraq.  
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New oil and gas laws are being prepared and a revenue-sharing bill and even a law on 
security, but all are being blocked by indecision and division. The institutions are simply not 
working. There is also huge corruption. This is a socialist economy. There is no free market. 
 

10.  Bishop Bashar Matte Warda of Erbil  

 
Since 2003 things have been very challenging for the Christian communities in Iraq. Most 
Christians fled from Kurdistan during Saddam’s era, to escape the oppression of the Kurds. 
There were 266 Christian villages in Kurdistan in the 1960s now there are only 15 or 16 left. 
Most Christians fled to Baghdad and Mosul. But after 2003 and the insurgency, they started to 
return, fleeing the horror in the rest of Iraq. Many of the former villages are now being rebuilt. 
 
The KRG provides schools for Christian kids. But there is great pressure on the schools, 
universities and health facilities because of this. There is a great willingness to help families 
who are seeking to make Kurdistan their final settlement and safe haven, but for this there is a 
desperate need for more schools, hospitals and housing. There are no jobs. Life in Kurdistan is 
safe, but there is no economic help. The Federal Government needs to provide more 
assistance. Right now when a family flees to Kurdistan for safety, they lose all of their social 
security and welfare benefits from the central government. The Kurdish Government cannot 
afford to take over this financial burden.  
 
The EU needs to put political pressure on the Federal Iraqi Government and on other Arab 
countries to help. The message for Europe is that the urgent need is not for new churches 
but for schools, hospitals and houses. The Syrian crisis may send another 500 Christian 
families fleeing for safety. Right now the financing comes mainly from land sales and 
collections.  
 

11.  Governor of Erbil - Nawzad Hadi  

 
After 2003 a budget was developed and Erbil began to be rebuilt. $4 billion were spent since 
2004. The number of cars during the past 7 years has increased from 30,000 to 400,000 and 
65,000 new homes were built.  
 
The area of the Erbil region is 16,000 square kilometres, almost the size of Israel. The total 
population is 1.8 million with 0.9 million living in the city of Erbil itself. There are over 1600 
villages in the region, many high up in the mountains. Many Kurds, Arabs and Christians have 
moved to Erbil. There are 900 doctors here who have moved their clinics to Erbil from 
Baghdad, Mosul and other parts of Iraq because it is safer here and there is a good 
communication network with the rest of Iraq. 
 
The energy needs are served by gas-fired power stations. General Electric and ABB provided 
the equipment and a private sector company runs the supply system.  
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12.  Friday 30th April - Opposition Goran (Change) Party - Erbil  

 
Ashty Aziz Salih, Dr Yousif Ibrahim Chalabi, Aram Qadir (Head of Islamic Group) 

 
EU was asked for help in restoring the democratic rights in Kurdistan. The Change List won 
25 seats together with the Islamic Parties and formed the opposition. They hoped this would 
strengthen good governance and the rule of law, as any democracy needs a solid opposition 
movement. The people of Kurdistan are in despair about the lack of progress here. This is why 
they took to the streets recently to protest. But these events have shown that the 
government is prepared to infringe its own laws. The law says demonstrators must be 
protected by the police. But they attacked them. This caused the demands to change and 
escalate and the protests grew in size. Ultimately ten people were killed and 500 injured. 
25,000 Peshmerga were sent to Sulemaniyah to put down the protests. 
 
The Opposition tried to raise these issues inside the parliament, but their demands were 
rejected. Parliament is only concerned with the security perspective and not with the root 
cause of the protests. But the way they have set about controlling the protests in 
Sulemaniyah is outwith their democratic mandate. Now they have launched an economic 
battle against the Opposition, slashing their budget. Goran TV channel was banned.  
 
Pro-Opposition journalists cannot sleep safely in their own homes any longer. Villages where 
the Opposition has strong support like Halabja, have been occupied by a large military force. 
The villagers of Halabja even wrote to the EU and to President Obama pleading for help.  

 

13. Conclusions 

The high level of the meetings reflected the interest and expectations from Iraq for a more 
consistent interaction with the EP on EU-Iraqi relations.  There is a common understanding on 
the need to continue to enhance the regular, consistent dialogue EP - Iraqi Council of 
Representatives.   
The evolutions of the political democratic system in Iraq have come long way. The EP 
followed with great interest the general elections of March 2010 and welcomed the 
enthusiasm and large participation of Iraqis in the electoral process. The following eight 
months of negotiations between the political parties concluded with the November 2010 
power sharing agreement between the four main political groups in Iraq ended the existent 
deadlock and opened new opportunities to build solid state structures. Still, the government 
of national unity has not been fully realised and the Erbil Agreement not fully implemented. 
Three key ministries – Security, Defence & Interior – remain unfilled, with all of their powers 
assumed by the office of Prime Minister Nouri Al Maliki. The National Council for Strategic 
Policies has not been formed.  
 
The Arab Spring is expected to have huge implications for Iraq too. It is seen as a momentous 
time for Middle East politics, similar to the fall of the Berlin Wall. Many political leaders in Iraq 
expressed the opinion that the rest of the Middle East wishes to follow Iraq’s lead in creating 
democracies. But the overspill of Arabs, Kurds and Christians, who may flee from countries 
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like Syria into Iraq seeking shelter, may cause massive problems in areas like Kurdistan, where 
there has already been a huge influx of refugees, placing a great strain on their economy. 
 
Nevertheless, overall, the economy of Iraq continues to strengthen, with oil production set to 
double in the next few years and with increasing interest in inward investment from the EU 
and countries like Turkey. Many large infrastructure projects are underway and electricity 
supplies are gradually improving. Kurdistan in particular is thriving economically, with around 
10% annual growth against a background of relative safety and political stability, despite a 
recent rash of protests in Sulemaniyah. 
 
The security situation in Baghdad and other major Iraqi cities remains tenuous, with daily 
missile and mortar attacks. The US withdrawal of their military forces by the end of 2011 is 
generating various opinions, in Iraq, with regard to the future impact on security.   
 
There is an urgent need for the EU to upgrade its EEAS structure in Iraq, increase staffing 
levels and improve office accommodation, moving eventually towards opening a branch 
office in Erbil. The EU HR/VP Baroness Catherine Ashton should visit Iraq in the near future.   
 
There must be an independent inquiry into the tragic confrontations that occurred in Camp 
Ashraf on 8th April 2011, when 35 unarmed civilians form the MEK were killed and many 
hundreds injured. The EU should bring its contribution to facilitate urgent negotiations with 
the MEK, Iraqi Government, US and UNAMI in order to find a long-term solution to this crisis 
and to prevent further bloodshed. The repatriation of the 3400 residents of Ashraf to the US 
and to EU Member States should be highly considered as most feasible option and will have 
to be brokered before the end of 2011, the deadline set by the Iraqi Government for the 
closure of Ashraf. As preliminary measure, it is necessary that the Iraqi government withdraws 
its military forces from Ashraf, provides urgent medical attention for the critically injured, 
ends the siege of the camp and restores relative normality to the situation. 
 
Regarding Kurdistan, the need for new housing, schools and hospitals must be highlighted 
and assistance sought from Europe to help the KRG deal with the on-going influx of refugees 
who are fleeing to Erbil and other cities and villages in Northern Iraq, seeking a safe haven 
from other parts of Iraq and from countries in the Middle East affected by the current wave of 
unrest.  
 
The newly formed minorities' caucus from the Iraqi Parliament should be invited to Brussels 
to meet Members of the European Parliament. 
 
The Polish Presidency, together with the European Parliament, have foreseen to hold a major 
conference in Brussels, in December 2011, to highlight inward investment opportunities for 
EU business & industry in Iraq. The offices of President Talabani and President Barzani have 
expressed interest to cooperate in identifying key speakers for this event. The subjects 
envisaged include the areas: oil, gas and energy; financial services, service sector and 
agriculture. Leading business people and industrialists from across the EU will be invited to 
participate and hear presentations from key Commissioners etc.   

 



 ANNEX I 

 

 

 

European Parliament  Council of Representatives of 
Iraq 

Delegation for Relations with Iraq  

 
 

JOINT DECLARATION 
                                                     Baghdad, 26 April 2011 

 
 

We, Members of the European Parliament and Members of the Foreign Relations Committee of 
the Iraqi Council of Representatives, held an Interparliamentary meeting in Baghdad on 26 April 
2011.  
 
We underlined the importance of this first Interparliamentary meeting taking place in Iraq, which 
is also the first meeting between the fully- fledged European Parliament Delegation for Relations 
with Iraq and the Council of Representatives of Iraq, and is considered as a measure of the 
development of the relationship between our parliaments.  
 
We appreciate the importance of the general elections held in March 2010, and in particular the 
enthusiasm and large participation of Iraqis in the electoral process. This is a clear sign of 
interest of the Iraqi people in the new democratic system in Iraq.  
 
We recognize that a strong, functioning, autonomous Parliament, controlling, monitoring, 
auditing the decisions of the Executive provides the true voice of the people in any democracy. 
 
We value that the November 2010 power-partnership agreement between the four main political 
groups in Iraq has ended an eight-month deadlock, and opened new opportunities to build solid 
state structures.  
 
We realize that our mutual cooperation should be geared towards better corresponding to the 
expectations of our peoples, in particular with regard to rule of law, human rights, including 
rights of religious and ethnic minorities, women’s issues, education and development.  
 
While we appreciate the improvement of security in recent years in Iraq, we support the desire of 
the Iraqi Parliament in respecting human and minorities' rights including improvement of their 
security and living conditions. 
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We take note that the first ever Partnership and Cooperation Agreement between the European 
Union and the Republic of Iraq was initialled in 2010, and underline its importance as legal 
framework for EU-Iraq relations. We express our wish for a swift signature and ratification of 
the agreement, so as to move rapidly towards implementation. 
 
We warmly welcome the fact that the European Parliament and the Iraqi Council of 
Representatives have therefore delivered on their commitment to enhance parliamentary 
cooperation and managed to set up a regular and balanced dialogue. These meetings have given 
us the opportunity to achieve a better mutual understanding based on shared values and common 
experience. The establishment of a mutual Friendship Committee on both sides will contribute to 
this effort.  
 
We appreciate that, beyond these meetings, a series of high-level visits of Iraqi and European 
representatives and contacts between individual Members of both Parliaments have helped 
creating a network which has maintained EU-Iraq relations centre stage of the agendas on both 
sides.  

   
We considered that we should establish concrete ways of cooperation for future activities, in 
particular in the areas of: 

 
 - Human rights 

- Education & Higher Education  
 - Health and Environment  
 - Economy, Investment & Construction  
 - Oil, Gas and Energy  
 - Parliamentary Development 
 - Women’s issues 
   -           Civilization dialogue and cross-cultural respect     
 

 
We undertook to report to our parent bodies on the development of our dialogue and on the 
reinforcement of our interparliamentary activities.  
 
 
 
 

                   Sheik Dr. 
         Humam Baqer Hamoudi 
Head of Foreign Relations Committee 
 

  STRUAN STEVENSON 
Chair of the Delegation for  
         Relations with Iraq 
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 Annex II 
 

OPEAN PARLIAMENT  
 

DELEGATION FOR RELATIONS WITH IRAQ 
 

3rd EP/Iraq Interparliamentary Meeting 
26 ‐ 29 April 2011 
PROGRAMME  

 
Tuesday 26 April 2011            Baghdad 
 
06.00  Group Arrival from Europe to Baghdad Airport from Istanbul 

(flight TK 802) 
    

Transportation in armoured vehicles to the securised 
compound (Green Zone) provided by a specialised company    

 
08.35‐09.45   Working breakfast with UNAMI 

Venue: SRSG Villa) 
     
10.00‐ 13.30   Meetings at the Iraqi Council of Representatives 
 
10.00‐10.45  Meeting with: HE Mr. Osama Nujaifi, Speaker of the Council of 

Representatives  
 
10.45‐12.15  Meeting with the Foreign Affairs Committee ‐ Mr. Humam 

Hammoudi, Chair, Foreign Affairs Committee  
 
12.15‐13.00  Meeting with the Security and Defence Committee ‐ Mr. 

Hasan Al‐Sunaid, Chair, Security and Defence Committee  
 
13.00‐13.30  Meeting with the Human Rights Committee ‐ Mr. Salim Al 

Jabbouri, Chair, Human Rights Committee  
Also present: Mr. Mohammed Kyani Al‐Rahman, Chair 
Regions&Provinces Committee  
Mr. Kanaa, Chair, Minority Committee 
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13.30‐14.30  Lunch hosted by the H.E. Mr Osama Nujaifi, Speaker of the 
Council of Representatives 

 
15.00‐16.00  Meeting with HE Mr Hoshayr Zebari, Minister of Foreign Affairs 
 
16.30‐17.30  Meeting with Mr Saleh Al Mutlak, Deputy Prime Minister 
 
18.00‐19.00   Meeting with HE Mr Jalal Talabani, President of Iraq  

           (Palace) 
 
19.30     Dinner at the Polish Embassy 
 
Wednesday 27 April 2011     Baghdad/Erbil 
 
08.00    Meeting with EU Delegation (UK Embassy)  
 
09.30     Meeting with US Ambassador Jim Jeffrey (US Residence)  
 
10.00    Departure to BIAP  
 
12.00     Flight IA 907 departure to Erbil  
 
13.00    Arrival in Erbil  
 
16.30‐18.30   Meeting with H.E. Dr Barham Salih, Prime Minister of the Iraqi 

Kurdistan Region 
 
Thursday 28 April 2011               Erbil 
 
08.15‐09.45  Meeting with HE Dr Kemal Kerkuki, Speaker of the Iraqi 

Kurdistan Council of Representatives 
   
10.00‐11.00   Meeting with H.E. Mr Masoud Barzani,  

President of the Iraqi Kurdistan Region 
(Presidential Palace) 

 
11.30‐12.30   Visit of Misho International School 
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13.00‐15.00  Working lunch/Meeting with Dr Ayad Allawi, Leader Al‐
Iraqiyah List 

      (Hotel Rotana, Restaurant) 
 
16.00‐17.30  Meeting with Bishop Bashar Matte Warda (Assyrian Chaldean 

Church) 
 
18.00‐19.00  Meeting with Governor of Erbil Province Mr Nauzad Hadi 
 
20.00‐22.00   Dinner hosted by the EP Delegation Chair 
    (Hotel Rotana, Restaurant) 
 
Friday 29 April     Erbil 
 
09.00‐10.30  Working breakfast with opposition in Iraqi Kurdistan 

Parliament: 
  Goran Party: Mr Khardo Muhammad, Head of Goran Group; 

Ms Ashti Aziz Salih, Member, Dr Yousif Chalabi 
    Islamic Block: Mr Aram Qadri  
  (Hotel Rotana)  
 
12.00‐13.30   Visit of the old city of Erbil  
 
16.05      Departure to Europe, Flight OA830   
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Texte 
 

Delegation for Relations with Iraq 
3rd EP/Iraq Interparliamentary Meeting 

Baghdad and Erbil (Iraq) - 26-29 April 2011 

 
List of Participants 

 

Members of the Delegation 

 

Name Surname Political Group, 
Country 

Mr Struan 

 

STEVENSON, Chair 
 

ECR 

United Kingdom 

Mr Mario 

 

MAURO 

 

EPP 

Italy 

Mr John ATTARD-MONTALTO 
 

 

S&D 

Malta 

Mr Jelko 

 

KACIN 

 

ALDE 

Slovenia 
 
Abbreviations of the Political Groups: 
 
EPP  Group of the European People's Party (Christian Democrats) 
S&D  Group of the Progressive Alliance of Socialists and Democrats in the European Union 
ALDE      Group of the Alliance of Liberals and Democrats for Europe 
ECR  Group of the European Conservatives and Reformists 
 
 

Delegation Secretariat  

 

Mr Carlo CHICCO, Principal Administrator 

Mrs Maria D 

(Nekane) 

AZPIRI LEJARDI, Administrative Assistant 
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