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Hearing on Child Marriages, 11 April

Jointly with the Committee on Women's Rights and Gender
Equality
On April 11 the DROI Subcommittee, in collaboration with
FEMM, invited prominent figures in the field of minors' rights
to a hearing to discuss the issue of child marriages inside
and outside the EU. Taking part in the event, the Swedish
Ombudsman for children described the major challenges
faced by asylum-seeking girls in Sweden, while a variety of
speakers, ranging from the Chair of the UN Committee on
the Rights of the Child to the UNICEF regional protection
specialist for west and central Africa and the umbrella
organisation ‘Girls Not Brides’, offered an in-depth overview
and raised awareness among Members about the global
dimension of child marriages. The main conclusion of the

hearing was that even though the practice of child marriage is declining, substantial efforts
are needed in the light of the continuous population growth.
Programme
Press statement

Stavros Lambrinidis, EU Special Representative for
Human Rights, 12 April

The occasion for this exchange of views was the recently renewed mandate of the EUSR,
which will run until 2019. Mr Lambrinidis outlined the challenging global environment for
the protection and promotion of human rights, noting that the global consensus on values
is being openly challenged and space to act is shrinking, not only for civil society but even
for policy-makers.
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He elaborated on the arguments used by those challenging the human rights consensus and
proposed possible responses against the backdrop of his activities and priorities. Challenging
“false equivalence” and the notion of “sustainable security” was at the core of his intervention.
The ensuing debate covered a number of horizontal topics, with questions on specific countries
such as China, Egypt, Cuba, Vietnam, Eritrea, Turkey, Belarus and Libya.

Hearing on Business and Human Rights in the EU External Policies : due diligence,
non-financial reporting and access to remedies, 3 May

Jointly with the Committee on International Trade

The joint DROI/INTA hearing focused, in turn, on three different aspects. The first, chaired by
INTA, dealt with Corporate Social Responsibility and global value chains. The second and third
panels were led by DROI. The second panel revolved around the implementation of the UN
Guiding Principles (UNGPs) on Business and Human Rights. As for the third panel, it was
devoted to a discussion on the setting-up of an international mechanism on business and human
rights.  Most of the speakers touched upon the need for the EU to encourage national and
international measures and mechanisms to advance the protection and promotion of human
rights in business. National Action Plans are an important tool envisaged in the UNGPs, whose
development is very slow at the state level. The creation of an international binding treaty was
also discussed during the hearing, and the intervening parties encouraged the EU to follow and
engage in the negotiations at the UN.
Programme
Speeches

Panel I
CSR and global value chains: non-

financial reporting and due diligence

Panel II
Implementation of the UN Guiding

Principles on Business and Human Rights
and access to remedies

Panel III
The UN Inter-Governmental Working

Group on a legally binding instrument on
transnational corporations
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Exchange of views on the occasion of Press Freedom Day, 4 May

On the occasion of World Press Freedom Day, the DROI Subcommittee invited Reporters without Borders (RsF), the European
Endowment for Democracy and the EEAS East Stratcom Task Force, to describe the state of media freedom, and, implicitly, of
democracy in the world. Their conclusions portrayed quite a bleak picture of the overall situation. In addition, RsF called for the
European Parliament to support their initiative to create a UN Special Rapporteur for the protection of journalists. Specific topics
such as disinformation campaigns and the disinformation war stemming from the Russian Federation, as well as how to counteract
the phenomenon of ‘fake news’ were discussed in depth.

Press statement

Exchange of views with Aristride Nononsi, 4 May

Mr Nononsi, UN Independent Expert on Sudan, briefed DROI about the latest developments in
Sudan. In particular, with regard to the human rights situation, Mr Nononsi pointed out that the
National Intelligence and Security Service (NISS) continues to carry out arbitrary detentions.
Human rights defenders, political opponents and journalists are regularly targeted. In Darfur,
inter-communal violence continues to be fuelled by competition for natural resources. From
South Kordofan and the Blue Nile areas, there are still reports of human rights violations and
abuses committed by government forces and the opposition armed movement. Mr Nononsi
therefore called on the European Parliament to use any available leverage it has to urge the
parties involved in the conflict in Sudan to bring this to an end and to assist the victims of the
humanitarian crisis.

Following Mr Nononsi's presentation,  MEPs asked about the risk of the Khartoum Process
being given priority over human rights and about the role of Janjaweed, a group within the Sudanese border forces which has
committed war crimes.

DROI Deleation to Bolivia, 18-20 April 2017

The ad hoc delegation to Bolivia, which took place from 18-20 April 2017, was chaired by Cristian DAN PREDA (PPE, RO), and
included Members Joachim ZELLER (EPP, DE), Ana GOMES (S&D, PR), Francisco ASSIS (S&D, PT) and Ignazio CORRAO
(EFDD, IT).

The delegation held meetings with the Minister of Foreign Affairs, the President of the Chamber of Deputies, and the President of
the Senate. The ad hoc delegation also met with representatives of regional and international organisations, opposition political
parties, NGOs and civil society organisations.

The mission took stock of the progress made by Bolivia in human rights, particularly in areas such as economic and social rights,
representation of indigenous people in Parliament, access to education, health care and access to drinking water.  DROI
members, however, expressed concern about the widespread problem of child labour, difficult working conditions imposed on
journalists and NGOs, restrictions on freedom of the press and association and lack of independence of the judiciary.

In follow-up to the visit, DROI members expressed the wish to continue to follow developments in Bolivia, as well as to further the
constructive relations between the Bolivian government and the European Union.

Press statement
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DROI Delegation to Uzbekistan, 22-24 May 2017

The DROI ad hoc delegation to Uzbekistan, which took place from 22 to 24 April 2017, was chaired by Josef WEIDENHOLZER
(S&D, AT), and composed of Members Joachim ZELLER (EPP, DE) and Klaus BUCHNER (Greens/EFA, DE).

The DROI mission was the first of its kind in the history of EU-Uzbekistan relations.  The European Parliament gave its consent to
include textiles in the 1999 EU-Uzbekistan Partnership and Cooperation Agreement in December 2016. During its stay in
Tashkent, the delegation met and had exchanges of views with a wide range of actors. These included meetings with the Uzbek
authorities, such as members of both Chambers of Parliament, Foreign Minister Mr A. Kamilov, Minister of Labour and Social
Protection, Mr A. Abdukhakimov, and the Head of the National Centre for Human Rights, Mr A. Saidov. The DROI delegation also
met with representatives of civil society and international organisations.

In these meetings, the delegation raised a number of concerns regarding the human rights situation in the country, among which
the salient issues in relation to forced labour, child labour and prison conditions. Significant progress is underway in the field of
detention conditions and the overall reform of the judiciary. Although legal changes are taking place, MEPs stressed the
importance of political resolve in advancing in a direction of openness and modernisation.

Press statement

Work in progress

Current reports

Corruption and human rights in third countries (2017/2028(INI))
Rapporteur: Petras Auštrevičius

Consideration of draft report in DROI, 12 April 2017
Deadline for tabling amendments, 2 May 2017 at 18.00
Consideration of amendments in DROI, 30 May 2017
Vote in AFET, 20 June 2017
Vote in Plenary, September 2017

Addressing human rights violations in the context of war crimes and crimes against humanity, including genocide (2016
/2239(INI))
Rapporteur: Cristian Dan Preda

Consideration of draft report in DROI, 9 March 2017
Deadline for tabling amendments, 20 March at 18.00
Consideration of amendments in DROI, 11 April 2017
Vote in AFET, 30 May 2017 am
Vote in Plenary, July  Adopted resolution
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Statelessness in South and South East Asia (2016/2220(INI))
Rapporteur: Amjad Bashir

Consideration of draft report in DROI, 28 November 2016
Deadline for tabling amendments, 8 December 2016 at 12.00
Consideration of amendments in DROI, 24/25 January 2017
Vote in AFET, 10/11 April 2017
Vote in Plenary, June  Adopted Resolution

Current opinions

The impact of international trade and the EU's trade policies on global value chains (2016/2301(INI))
Rapporteur: Pier Antonio Panzeri

Consideration of draft opinion in DROI, 3-4 May 2017
Deadline for tabling amendments, 11 May 2017 at 12.00
Consideration of amendments in DROI, 8 June 2017
Vote in AFET, 20 June 2017
Vote in Plenary, September 2017

Addressing shrinking civil society space in developing countries (2016/2324 (INI))
Rapporteur: Francisco Assis

Consideration of draft opinion in DROI, 30 May 2017
Deadline for tabling amendments, 31 May 2017 at 10.00
Consideration of amendments in DROI, 21 June 2017
Vote in AFET, 11 July 2017
Vote in Plenary, September/October 2017

Urgency resolutions

May 2017 - Strasbourg

Ethiopia, notably the case of Dr Merera Gudina; South Sudan; Zambia, particularly the case of Hakainde Hichilema

April 2017 - Strasbourg

Bangladesh, including child marriages; Belarus; Russia, the arrest of Alexei Navalny and other protestors; 

 All resolutions
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Forthcoming DROI meetings 2017

Thursday, 8 June, am
Wednesday, 21 June, am & pm
Thursday, 22 June, am
Wednesday, 12 July am & pm

Calendar of DROI meetings 2017

Links

DROI Webpage

DROI Live

DROI studies
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