
...

Opinion on the Europol 2018 to 2020 Multi-Annual Programme

By Boris PISTORIUS

Member of the Committee on Internal Affairs of the Bundesrat, Germany

1. General Comments

The objectives stipulated in the Europol Multi-Annual Programme are an appropriate
response to current challenges in the various areas involved in combatting and preventing
crime, and this Europol Multi-Annual Programme should therefore be welcomed. Priority
should however be given to addressing situations that currently constitute a threat; this
should be achieved by emphasizing the following points.

2. Increased Status

Europol needs continued unrestricted support from all Member States in order to consolidate
its role as the joint central body of all Member States, tasked with combatting serious forms
of international crime and terrorism within the EU area and as part of an international alliance
with third-country law enforcement organisations. Europol is the competence centre in
Europe for matters relating to combatting crime and terrorism, not only within the EU but also
as the focal point in the EU for all law enforcement organizations worldwide. Efforts to
consolidate and extend Europol's reputation, as indicated in the Multi-Annual Programme,
are in the interests of all EU Member States.

3. Information Processing

Systematically using Europol to exchange and process all relevant data is a crucial pre-
requisite for effective crime-fighting. Objective 1, as formulated in the Multi-Annual

Programme, i.e.

Europol will be the EU criminal information hub, providing information sharing capabilities to
law enforcement authorities in the Member States,

is therefore to be welcomed. At the same time, this entails an obligation for Member States to
recognise Europol and utilize it consistently, while also optimising their own notification
practice.

4. Expansion of Information Systems

To this end, all technical information systems, such as the Europol Information System (EIS)
and the SIS, must be utilised and expanded.

SIENA1 has proven in the past to be an effective network for exchange of information
between Europol and the Member States, as well as with third countries.

1
Secure Information Exchange Network Application.
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In the light of the constantly growing volume of information, and taking account of
implementation of new data collection procedures to secure EU external borders and obtain
relevant data on criminal and in particular terrorist activities, Europol should be supported
unconditionally in attaining the objectives relating to utilisation of SIENA that are stipulated in
the Multi-Annual Programme.

5. Focus on Combatting Terrorism

Establishment of the European Counter Terrorism Center (ECTC) in January 2016 takes due
account of the threat posed by international terrorism.

As reflected at various points in Europol's Multi-Annual Planning, Europol has clearly
identified that preventing and combatting international terrorism will remain one of its core
activities.

This is taken into account in the three objectives formulated and in the activities described,
as well as in financial and resource-focused planning for coming years.

Implementation of the European Tourist Information and Authorisation System (ETIAS) and
the planned Passenger Name Records (PNR) Agreement with Canada, the USA and other
states also poses a particular challenge for Europol; the Multi-Annual Programme anticipates
and takes account of this challenge.

Attention should be drawn in this context to the legal situation concerning data retention and
exchange of data, which is currently unclear in the light of the most recent ECJ rulings.

In this context, a systematic and coordinated approach by all EU institutions is necessary to
establish legal clarity and ensure uncompromising support for Europol's implementation of
the requisite systems.


