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Plenković: "We strongly support Ukraine's territorial integrity and right to defend itself".

Brussels, 5 February 2015. Chairman Andrej Plenković (MEP, EPP, Croatia) presided the 7th meeting 
of the Delegation to the EU-Ukraine Parliamentary Association Committee, which was partly dedicated 
to the preparation of the 1st Meeting of the EU-Ukraine PAC, which will take place in Brussels on 24-25 
February 2015.

Chairman Plenković called for the de-escalation of violence in Eastern Ukraine and strongly condemned 
the escalating attacks by Russian backed separatists, especially aimed at Debaltseve as well as shelling of 
populated areas and the grave crimes that have been committed. He reminded that Ukraine, as victim of 
aggression is facing a dire humanitarian situation, has the right of self-defence. Plenković appealed for 
the continuation of the peace talks and respect of the Minsk cease-fire agreements and the 
implementation of the commitments made therein. This should lead to the peaceful reintegration of the 
currently occupied territories into the legal and constitutional order of Ukraine. He welcomed 
constructive contribution of various diplomatic formats (Minsk, Normandy, Geneva) to alleviate the 
conflict and bring peace to Ukraine.

The overall political, security and economic situation in Ukraine was discussed by the MEP's with the 
participation of Mr Balas, Head of Commission's Ukraine Support Group, Mr Schumann-Hitzler, 
Director in DG NEAR and Mr Schübel, Head of Division in EEAS, who explained in detail the current 
comprehensive engagement of the EU institutions in Ukraine.  Mr Yelisieiev, Ambassador of Ukraine to 
the EU, presented the state of play of the security and humanitarian situation as well as the government's 
reform activities. The meeting was also addressed by Archbishop Yevstratiy, Representative of the Kyiv 
Patriarchate to the European institutions, which provided valuable perspective of the current events in 
Ukraine.

The EP Delegation appreciated the efforts of the Commission to support the European reform agenda of 
Ukraine and emphasised the need for the implementation of political, legal, economic and sectorial 
reforms guided by the Association Agreement regardless of the ongoing military conflict in eastern 
Ukraine. Further financial assistance by the EU to Ukraine was positively assessed, including the steps 
aimed at the realization of the Visa-Liberalisation Action Plan.

Plenković announced the intention of the EP to launch specific programmes to assist Verkhovna Rada in 
strengthening its capacity in managing the European affairs and thus positioning itself as a key 
contributor to the overall Ukraine's institutions efforts in advancing the European integration process. 
The foreseen presence of Mr Groysman, Speaker of the Verkhovna Rada, at the first PAC meeting on 24 
February will be an opportunity to start the process of strengthened parliamentary co-operation.
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