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Dr Jose V. Tarazona is the Head of the Pesticides Unit at the European Food Safety Authority (EFSA).
A doctor in Veterinary Medicine with a PhD in Toxicology by training, he started his professional career
as Assistant Professor of Toxicology at the Complutense University in Madrid. From 1982 to 2009 Dr
Tarazona was a researcher at the Spanish National Institute for Agriculture and Food Research and
Technology (INIA), conducting several research projects at national and EU level in the area of
environmental toxicology, ecotoxicology and chemical risk assessment. His scientific career was
complemented with managerial responsibilities at INIA, being appointed as Head of the Division of
Environmental Toxicology and also as Director of the Department of the Environment. His team
provided scientific support to the Spanish government and EU institutions in different areas related
to chemical risk assessment, including pesticides, biocides, industrial chemicals, REACH and CLP
regulations, waste management, industrial emissions and water and soil pollution. Before moving to
EFSA, from 2009 to 2013 he worked for the European Chemicals Agency (ECHA), first as Chair of the
Committee for Risk Assessment and later as Scientific Chair of the Evaluation Directorate.

Author of over 250 scientific publications including a review on the EU assessment of glyphosate,
editor of several reference books including the last edition of the Encyclopaedia of Toxicology, Dr
Tarazona has been involved in the scientific advisory board of the European Union since 1992; was a
member of the EU Scientific Committee on Toxicology and Ecotoxicology (CSTE), vice-chair of the EU
Scientific Committee on Toxicity, Ecotoxicity and the Environment (CSTEE), and vice-chair of the EU
Scientific Committee on Health and Environmental Risks (SCHER). He has been member of the United
Nations Environmental Programme (UNEP) Review Committee for Persistent Organic Pollutants (POP)
under the Stockholm Convention and external expert-consultant for different European bodies, OECD,
WHO and UN, chairing OECD and United Nations Expert Groups within the United Nations strategy for
a Global Harmonized System for Classification and Labelling of Chemicals (UN-GHS).



