
STATEMENT

MEPs call on Moldova to continue reforms and dialogue during election year

MEPs and Moldovan MPs met for two days in Strasbourg for the 5th EU-Moldova
Parliamentary Association Committee (PAC) to debate the state of play of European reforms

Strasbourg, 26 October 2017. On Wednesday and Thursday parliamentarians debated the
state of the implementation and reforms linked to the EU-Moldova Association Agreement
and its Deep and Comprehensive Free Trade Area (AA/DCFTA), the reform of the electoral
system in Moldova, EU´s macro financial assistance to the Eastern partner and the
expectations for the upcoming Euronest Parliamentary Assembly in Kiev (30 October – 1
November) and the Eastern Partnership Summit in Brussels (24 November).

At the end of the meeting, parliamentarians adopted a set of recommendations which called
on Moldova to stay on the course of reforms, tackle corruption heads-on and avoid the
dangers of polarisation during a key election year. MEPs and MPs urged Moldovan
authorities and EU institutions to cooperate even more intensely in order to tap the full
potential of the AA/DCFTA and ensure the timely disbursement of the MFA.

The reform of the electoral system was one of the most sensitive issue in the debate, with
MEPs stressing the importance of seeking impartiality in the definition of single-mandate
constituencies and composition of the electoral commission as key for trust-building both
within Moldova and between Moldova and the EU.

Parliamentarians finally called on the Euronest Parliamentary Assembly and the Eastern
Partnership Summit to show ambition and pragmatism towards the Eastern Partners so that
Eastern Partnership citizens can also benefit from EU´s successes.

At the end of the meeting, the EP Co-Chair of the EU-Moldova PAC Andi Cristea (S&D,
RO) stated:

“PAC meetings are key for deeper EU-Moldova relations. Discussions over the last two days
were intensive, but also extremely productive: as only through dialogue we get a sense of
shared ownership and priority. We left no stone unturned: from reform of the electoral system
to the investigation of the banking scandal, from energy cooperation to reform of the public
administration, there were no taboos in our exchange. The EU and the EP should be seen as
serving Moldova both as an anchor when the waters are turbulent and as a compass when the
wind is behind Moldova´s sails.”



Former Moldovan Prime Minister and now MP and Co-Chair of the PAC Iurie Leancă stated:

“We leave Strasbourg with the certainty that EU-Moldova relations are healthy and growing.
We may have at times divergent views on the fine-print of reforms, but we both know that the
final objective we are pursuing together is a more prosperous, just, stable and united
Moldova. The EU is our partner in this endeavour and Moldova knows that the EU is both an
end and a mean to deliver successful reforms. Our commitment to this partnership is
unshakable. I am convinced that this partnership should develop new perspectives and open
the door to Moldova’s European future. The future of my country lies in the EU.”

Links:
European Parliament's Delegation to the EU-Moldova Parliamentary Association Committee (the
adopted recommendations of the PAC will be available here):
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/delegations/en/d-md/home

European Parliament’s debate on the situation in Moldova, 3 October 2017:
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//TEXT+CRE+20171003+ITEM-
008+DOC+XML+V0//EN&language=EN
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