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EP delegation chair Karas met Russia’s State Duma Vice-Speaker
Epifanova

Russian parliamentarians need to engage in improving relations between the EU
and Russia, said EP delegation chair Karas.

Brussels, 22 November 2017. In the margins of the Fifth Northern Dimension
Parliamentary Forum, the European Parliament’s delegation to the EU-Russia
Parliamentary Cooperation Committee chair Othmar Karas (EPP, Austria) and four
MEPs met informally State Duma Vice-Speaker Epifanova and five Members of the
Russian Federal Assembly.

They discussed the ways of solving current disputes between the EU and Russia. EP
delegation chair Karas reasserted the European Parliament’s firm condemnation of the
illegal annexation by Russia of Crimea and its violation of the sovereignty and
territorial integrity of Ukraine. On the conflict in eastern Ukraine, he said that if an UN
peacekeeping mission is established, it should be deployed over the whole territory of
the region affected by the conflict. He enquired about a draft legislation introducing the
obligation for foreign media operating in Russia to register as so-called “foreign agents”
and asked Russian parliamentarians to re-consider it. MEPs expressed concerns about
human rights situation and several cases of infringement to the fundamental freedoms of
expression, association, assembly and religion in Russia.

MEPs and Russian MPs also touched upon the perspectives for re-launching EU-Russia
cooperation, on issues of common interest, such as climate change, global security and
counterterrorism, should the current disputes be overcome. They praised the valuable
contribution of the Northern Dimension Policy Framework to the sustainable
development of Northern Europe. Finally, they welcomed positive developments,
concerning people-to-people contacts, especially among young generations, academic
exchanges and mobility of students that are promising for the improvement of EU-
Russia relations in the future.
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