
 

 

NEWSLETTER
 

Meetings of the Committee on Budgets
 
 

Wednesday 24 January 2018
 

9.00 – 12.30 and 15.45 – 18.30
 

Brussels
 

Room: József Antall (4Q1)
 

The next MFF: Preparing the Parliament’s position on the MFF post-2020

2017/2052(INI)
Co- rapporteurs:  and Jan Olbrycht (PPE)
Isabelle Thomas (S&D)
Consideration of draft report
 
The Co-Rapporteurs will present their draft 
report, which notably recommends a reinforced 
budget for a stronger Europe by setting the 
future MFF ceiling at 1,3% of the EU-27 GNI in 

order to secure the current funding for existing policies, reinforce 
priority programmes, and finance new priorities. 
 

It also calls for enhanced flexibility provisions, a 
compulsory mid-term revision and for a structure 
that reflects the political priorities, inter alia.
 
This item will be debated in the presence of the 
Commissioner responsible for budget, Günther 
Oettinger, jointly with the draft report on the 
reform of the EU's system of own resources.

Reform of the European Union’s system of own resources

2017/2053(INI)
Co- rapporteurs:  Janusz Lewandowski (PPE)
and Gérard Deprez (ALDE)
Consideration of draft report
 
 
 

Co-Rapporteurs will present their draft report, 
which recommends the introduction of five 
possible new own resources, building on the 
existing system. 
It also calls for the suppression of all rebates 
and for the creation of a special reserve fund to 
be fed by unforeseen revenue including fines 
and interests on late payments.
This item will be debated in the presence of the 
Commissioner responsible for budget, Günther Oettinger, jointly 
with the draft report on the next MFF.
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Guidelines for the 2019 Budget - Section III

2017/2286(BUD)
Rapporteur: Daniele Viotti (S&D)
Consideration of draft report
 
The general rapporteur for Section III, Daniele Viotti (S&D, IT), will present his draft guidelines for the 2019 EU 
budget, to be reflected by the Commission when it presents its draft budget for 2019.
The report is scheduled to be adopted at the Strasbourg March plenary session and discussed at the traditional 
budgetary Spring trilogue with the Council and the Commission on March 27.

Date Body Event

24 January 2018 BUDG Exchange of views

6 February 2018 at 13:00 BUDG Deadline for Amendments

21-22 February 2018 BUDG Second exchange of views

08 March 2018 BUDG Vote in BUDG

March 2018 Plenary Vote in Plenary

Establishing the measures necessary for the implementation of the Protocol, annexed to the 
Treaty establishing the European Community, on the financial consequences of the expiry of 
the ECSC Treaty and on the Research Fund for Coal and Steel

2017/0213(APP)
Rapporteur: Jean Arthuis (ALDE)
Consideration of draft recommendation
 
The Research Fund for Coal and Steel (RFCS), set up after the expiry of the Treaty establishing the European 
Coal and Steel Community (ECSC), aims at funding research activities in these sectors, respectively 72,8 % for 
steel and 27,2 % for coal. These activities are financed by means of financial investments with a low level of risk, 
operated by the Commission. Given the monetary policy done by the European Central Bank, those investments 
are substantially lower than the previous years. Indeed, it is expected that the RFCS programme envelope for 
2018 amounts to EUR 27 million, corresponding to a decrease of EUR 19 million compared to 2017. According to 

the Commission’s forecasts, this figure should be reduced further and reach a total of between EUR 14 and EUR 18 million in 2019.
The proposed Commission Decision aims to allow the use of all de-commitments under the RFCS since 2003. the Commission assess 
the potential gains that could be recycled at EUR 40,3 million. The adoption of the proposal would thus enable the Commission to 
supplement the RFCS from 2018 by an additional EUR 40 million and to use the remaining appropriations for 2019.
The rapporteur's recommendation is to give consent to this proposal of Decision.

Date Body Event

24 January 2018 BUDG Exchange of views

30 January 2018 at 12:00 BUDG Deadline for Amendments

21-22 February 2018 BUDG Vote in BUDG

12 March 2018 Plenary Vote in Plenary

Implementation of the EU external financing instruments: mid-term review 2017 and the future 
post-2020 architecture

2017/2280(INI)
Rapporteur: Jean Arthuis (ALDE)
Consideration of draft opinion
 
The rapporteur will present his draft opinion to AFET committee, in which he regrets that the quantity and lack of 
flexibility and coherence of the EU funding under Heading 4 under this MFF have been indicative of the EU’s 
limited ambition to act as a genuine global player. The post-2020 generation of the External Financing Instruments 
should, , reflect an ambitious EU global strategy, allow for increased EU responsiveness, bring real EU inter alia
added value and respect the budgetary principles of sincerity and unity. The draft also asks the Commission to 
provide Parliament with detailed information about any significant autonomous transfer or decommitment under 

Heading 4.

Date Body Event

24 January 2018 BUDG Exchange of views

2 February 2018 at 16:00 BUDG Deadline for Amendments

21-22 February 2018 BUDG Vote in BUDG

8 March 2018 AFET Vote in AFET
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Implementation of the Development Cooperation Instrument, the Humanitarian Aid Instrument 
and the European Development Fund

2017/2258(INI)
Rapporteur for the opinion: Jordi Solé (Verts/ALE)
Consideration of draft opinion
 
In his draft opinion to DEVE committee, the rapporteur recalls that long-term programming and predictability are of 
particular importance for development aid. He suggests that, independently of possible structural changes or 
mergers with regard to the EDF, the DCI and the Humanitarian Aid Instrument, including the possible 
budgetisation of the EDF, their overall appropriations for the next MFF should be increased. He also stresses that 
the objectives of the development policy should not be conflated with or subdued to general foreign policy or 
migration management.

Date Body Event

24 January 2018 BUDG Exchange of views

20 February 2018 at 10:00 BUDG Deadline for Amendments

8 March 2018 BUDG Vote in BUDG

20 March 2018 DEVE Vote in DEVE

April 2018 Plenary Vote in Plenary (tbc)

Protocol setting out the fishing opportunities and the financial contribution provided for by 
the Fisheries Partnership Agreement between the European Union and the Republic of 
Mauritius

2017/0223(NLE)
Rapporteur: Inese Vaidere (PPE)
Consideration of draft opinion
 
The first Protocol to the Fisheries Partnership Agreement between the European Union and the Republic of 
Mauritius expired on 27 January 2017, on the basis of the relevant negotiating directives the Commission 
conducted negotiations with the Government of Mauritius and a new Protocol was initialled on 26 April 2017. The 
new Protocol shall provide a total financial contribution of EUR 2 300 000 for the entire period (2017-2021). The 
rapporteur proposes to the Committee on Budgets to call on the Committee on Fisheries, as the committee 
responsible, to recommend that Parliament give its consent to the draft Council decision on the conclusion of a 

Protocol. 

Date Body Event

24 January 2018 BUDG Exchange of views

26 January 2018 at 12:00 BUDG Deadline for Amendments

21/22 February 2018 BUDG Vote in BUDG

Mobilisation of the European Globalisation Adjustment Fund (application from Sweden - EGF
/2017/007 SE/Ericsson)

2018/2014 (BUD)
Rapporteur: Urmas Paet (ALDE)
Consideration of draft report
 
An EGF contribution of EUR 2 130 400 is foreseen for the re-integration into the labour market of 900 workers out 
of 2 388 made redundant by one enterprise (Telefonaktiebolaget L. M. Ericsson) in four regions of Sweden in the 
manufacture of computer, electronic and optical products sector. Sweden argues that the redundancies are linked 
to major structural changes in world trade patterns due to globalisation, more particularly to the negative growth in 
the hardware-centric business line of the telecom industry for Ericsson in Sweden, because of global competition.
The rapporteur agrees with the Commission that this application meets the intervention criteria of Article 4(1) of the 

EGF Regulation. He emphasises the importance of EGF-funded measures destined to provide the redundant workers with retraining 
and counselling in particular and highlights the specific situation of people above the age of 55, who constitute a significant part 
(30,22%) of the concerned redundant workers.
This is the seventeenth EGF application in the manufacture of computer, electronic and optical products sector since the establishment 
of the Fund and the second application from Sweden in relation to Ericsson. The proposal to mobilise the EGF is accompanied by a 
transfer of appropriations (DEC 01/2018).

Date Body Event

24 January 2018 BUDG Exchange of views

5 February 2018 at 18:00 BUDG Deadline for Amendments

21-22 February 2018 BUDG Vote in BUDG
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Mobilisation of the European Globalisation Adjustment Fund (application from Spain – EGF
/2017/006 ES/Galicia apparel)

2018/2012 (BUD)
Rapporteur: Esteban González Pons (PPE)
Consideration of draft report
 
An EGF contribution of EUR 720 000 is foreseen for the re-integration into the labour market of 303 workers made 
redundant by 5 enterprises in the region of Galicia, Spain in the manufacture of wearing apparel sector. Spain 
argues that the redundancies are linked to major structural changes in world trade patterns due to globalisation, 
more particularly to the liberalisation of trade in textiles and clothing.
The rapporteur agrees with the Commission that this application meets the intervention criteria of Article 4(2) of the 
EGF Regulation. He puts an emphasis on the importance of EGF-funded measures destined to alleviate the 

unemployment situation in the Galicia region and highlights the specific situation of women, who constitute the large majority (83,50%) 
of the concerned redundant workers.
This is the fifth EGF application in the manufacturing of wearing apparel sector since the establishment of the Fund and the second 
application in this sector by Spain. The proposal to mobilise the EGF is accompanied by a transfer of appropriations (DEC 02/2018).

Date Body Event

24 January 2018 BUDG Exchange of views

5 February 2018 at 18:00 BUDG Deadline for Amendments

21-22 February 2018 BUDG Vote in BUDG

Location of the seat of the European Banking Authority

2017/0326(COD)
Rapporteur: Jens Geier (S&D)
Consideration of draft opinion
 
 
The European Banking Authority (EBA) has been established by Regulation (EU) No 1093/2010. In accordance 
with Article 7 of that Regulation, EBA is located in London, United Kingdom. On 29 March 2017 the United 
Kingdom notified to the European Council its intention to leave the Union, pursuant to Article 50 of the Treaty on 

European Union. On 20 November 2017, the 27 Member States, in the margins of the General Affairs Council (Article 50), selected 
Paris, France, as the new seat for the European Banking Authority. This proposal takes into consideration this decision.
The relocation of the EBA will have budgetary implications, in particular in view of the costs related to the move itself and the costs 
related to the installation in the new premises in Paris. The rapporteurs, in its draft opinion, aims at taking advantage of the relocation 
by achieving efficiency of gains with others Agencies and in particular ESMA (also based in Paris).

Date Body Event

24 January 2018 BUDG Exchange of views

30 January 2018 at 12:00 BUDG Deadline for Amendments

21-22 February 2018 BUDG Second exchange of view

Buildings policy

Rapporteur: Monika Hohlmeier (PPE)
 
Exchange of views on any new information received
Building policy related to EMA and EBA: pre-information and Working document
The European Medicines Agency (EMA) and the European Banking Authority (EBA) officially pre-informed the 
Budgetary Authority of the relocation of their headquarters, respectively to Amsterdam, The Netherlands and to 
Paris, France. This relocation follows the decision of 20 November 2017, made the 27 Member States. Now, the 
two EU bodies have to comply with the provisions contained in Art. 88 of the Framework Financial Regulation by 
pre-informing and notifying (at a later stage) the Budgetary Authority of their buildings project.

The standing rapporteur on buildings policy will present a Working document on the EMA and EBA buildings policy. The aim of this 
document is to describe the current situation and highlight the main challenges that the two agencies have to face to ensure a smooth 
and timely move to their new headquarters by also achieving efficiency of gains.
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VOTING TIME

Annual Report on the Financial Activities of the European Investment Bank

2017/2071(INI)
Rapporteur: Eider Gardiazabal Rubial (S&D)
Consideration and adoption
 
This INI report looks at current and future EIB activities. A basic document for this exercise is the rolling EIB three-
year operational plan which "the EU Bank" publishes at the beginning of each year.
This is the first time that the BUDG committee drafts this report (alternating with the ECON committee each year). 
The CONT committee for its part drafts every year an INI report on the control of EIB financial activities, thus 
covering EIB activities until year N-1.
The ECON (under rule 54) and REGI committees have delivered an opinion to this report.

121 amendments to the draft report were received within the deadline.

Date Body Event

10 October 2017 BUDG Presentation of draft report

6 November 2017 - 15:00 BUDG Deadline for Amendments

22 November 2017 BUDG Exchange of views in BUDG

04 December 2017 BUDG Vote in BUDG

February 2018 Plenary Vote in Plenary

European Semester for economic policy coordination: Annual Growth Survey 2018

2017/2226(INI)
Rapporteur: Jean Arthuis (ALDE)
Consideration and adoption
 
In the context of the European Parliament's input to the European Semester of economic governance, the ECON 
committee, after the release of the Annual Growth Survey (AGS), prepares an own initiative report, where BUDG 
committee is associated under Rule 54. The draft opinion underlines the potential of the EU budget to relieve the 
strain on national budgets and bolster fiscal consolidation efforts with full respect of the principle of shared 
management. The rapporteur stresses the importance of having a specific budget for the euro area fully within the 
EU legal framework. The need to resort to new own resources for the EU budget, such as taxation on speculative 

financial movements is also a key message and the post 2020 MFF shall take into account those aspects.
27 amendments have been tabled to the draft opinion.

Date Body Event

04 December 2017 BUDG Exchange of views

8 January 2018 at 18:00 BUDG Deadline for Amendments

24 January 2018 BUDG Vote in BUDG

tbc Plenary Vote in Plenary

Establishing the European Defence Industrial Development Programme aiming at supporting 
the competitiveness and innovative capacity of the EU defence industry

2017/0125(COD)
Rapporteur: Esteban González Pons (PPE)
Consideration and adoption
 
Members will vote on the BUDG opinion to the ITRE report on the European Defence Industrial Development Plan, 
as a first step in the creation of a European Defence Fund. In total 170 amendments have been tabled. ITRE aims 
to adopt its report in February. BUDG has a joint competence on the financing part of the proposal.
 

Date Body Event

22 November 2017 BUDG Exchange of views

7 December 2017 - 15:00 BUDG Deadline for Amendments

22 - 23  January 2018 BUDG Vote in BUDG

21 February 2018 ITRE Vote in ITRE
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2017 Budget: Section III - Commission

Rapporteur: Jens Geier (S&D)
Consideration and adoption of transfers
 
DEC 34/2017
DEC 34/2017 is the 2017 End-of-year transfer, in accordance with Article 179  of the Financial Regulation which 
enables the Commission to propose transfers of payment appropriations to the benefit of European Structural and 
Investment Funds by 10 January of the following financial year. The EP and the Council then have to take a 
decision within 3 weeks.

This transfer amounts to EUR 567,7 million in payment appropriations, fully for the purpose of covering outstanding needs in rural 
development (line 05 04 60 01 ).
The sources of redeployment are mostly the European Aid to the Most deprived (EUR 150 million), eu-LISA (EUR 85,6 million) and the 
EU Africa Trust Fund (EUR 105 million). A further EUR 227,1 million is drawn from 58 other budget lines.

2018 Budget: Section III - Commission

Rapporteur: Siegfried Murean (PPE)
Consideration and adoption of transfers
 
 At the time of writing, there is no pending request for transfer from the Commission.

2017 Budget: Other Sections

Rapporteur: Richard Ashworth (ECR)
Consideration and adoption of transfers
 
The rapporteur will present the following requests for transfers for

EP: Establishment plan modification
This proposal of modification of the EP establishment plan, submitted under Article 50 of the Financial Regulation, 
concerns the transformation of 32 temporary political group staff posts into 32 permanent posts of equivalent rank (1 
AD 11, 12 AD 9, 1 AST 9, 2 AST 8, 3 AST 7, 13 AST 6) of the General Secretariat for the purpose of implementing 
the "PASSERELLE" competition open to political group agents.

In order to allow the appointment for training of the officials that pass the competition, without recourse to an increase in the total 
number of posts or the level of appropriations, it is proposed jointly by the political groups and the Parliament to transform 32 temporary 
posts of political groups into permanent posts. At the end of the operation, presumably at the end of 2018, a new technical transfer, also 
budget neutral, will be proposed in the opposite direction.
 
ECA : VAB-01C/2018
Transfer of appropriations under Article 25 of the Financial Regulation.
This transfer intends to reinforce budget sub-Item 1400-06 “Contract workers ” with EUR 200 000. A reinforcement of this budget line is 
requested in order to recruit three new security agents to replace one person on long-term sick leave and two agents that were 
allocated to different tasks (Technical Service). It is also planned to extend three contract agents recruited for audit tasks that are not 
yet finalised.
This increase in appropriations is made possible as a result of savings on appropriations obtained in sub-Item 1200-01 “Basic salaries” 
(EUR 200 000).
 
ECA : VAB-02C/2018
Transfer of appropriations under Article 25 of the Financial Regulation.
This transfer intends to reinforce budget sub-Item 1404-01 “National and international civil servants and private sector staff seconded to 
the Court of Auditors ” with EUR 100 000. A reinforcement of this budget line is requested in order to ensure the security of the people 
working at the Court following the terrorist attacks. The Court has decided to call on the services of armed guards who will be seconded 
as national experts to reinforce the security team. These highly qualified individuals, members of the internal security forces (police or 
gendarmerie or the military of Member States), with practical experience, will be capable of handling stressful situations and reacting 
appropriately as events unfold.
This increase in appropriations is made possible as a result of savings on appropriations obtained in sub-Item 1200-06 “Family 
allowances” (EUR 100 000.
 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96833/JENS_GEIER_home.html
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Buildings policy

Rapporteur: Monika Hohlmeier (PPE)
 
EEAS - New building project (NEO, Brussels)
The EEAS occupies 3 office buildings located in Brussels, Avenue de Kortenberg, which host the CSDP 
departments and were handed over by the Council in 2011. These buildings are no longer considered suitable for 
the present and future needs and they should be completely renovated as, for example, the air conditioning, the 
electricity, the lifts are now obsolete. The EEAS envisages now a long term usufruct contract for a newly 
renovated building. The proposed new offices are located in two interconnected buildings, Arlon and Science, 
collectively called New Espace Orban (NEO), in the Brussels European District. According to the EEAS, the total 

maximum cost of the project including the cost for the essential fitting-out works, but not including the indexation, the charges and the 
running expenses, will be EUR 4.447.184 per year. This is pretty much equivalent to the current annual cost for the 3 Kortenberg 
buildings to be replaced. This building project is submitted to the Budgetary Authority pursuant to Art. 203(5) of the Financial Regulation.
 
EEAS - New building project (Belliard 100, Brussels)
The EEAS' short term needs in terms of office space in Brussels are expected to increase in 2018 by about 4-5.000 m² in order to 
accommodate 140-150 staff. After a prospection of the local real estate market and a negotiation phase on the suitable options, a short 
term lease contract for an existing building is proposed. The total maximum cost of the project including the local taxes, but not 
including the indexation and the running expenses, will be EUR 3.420.000 over 3 years. The proposed new offices are located 100, rue 
Belliard, in a building called 3Belliard 1003, in the Brussels European District and consisting in a short term rent contract for 5.243 m².
This building project is summited to the Budgetary Authority pursuant to Art. 203(5) of the Financial Regulation.
 
EEAS - Construction of a Residence and a conference facility (Moscow, Russia)
The Delegation to Russia has currently 68 staff members. A co-location agreement with the EIB is in place and covers 112 m² of the 
usable surface. A surplus of space occurred following the reduction of Delegation staff by about 30% over the past 5 years. There is 
currently a surface equivalent to one floor vacant in the building. The installation of the residence (350 m²) would reduce the usable 
Delegation surface to 2.588 m² (equivalent to 40,4 m² per staff). This project aims at the modification and extension of the lease 
agreement for the construction of a Residence and a conference facility inside the office buildings in Russia. The proposed option 
would be financially more attractive as it would bring total savings of up to EUR 5 million over the proposed rental period.
This building project is summited to the Budgetary Authority pursuant to Art. 203(5) of the Financial Regulation.
 
EP - Wayenberg Day Nursery Extension Project (Brussels)
The discussion on this point will be handled in camera

 

 

 

End of vote

 

 

 

   

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96780/MONIKA_HOHLMEIER_home.html


NEWS FROM POLICY DEPARTMENT D

Recent publications

BUDG

Briefing - Other Revenue in the European Union Budget

Briefing - Assigned Revenue in the Budget of the European Parliament

Briefing - Assigned Revenue in the European Union Budget

Briefing - Resources for the funding of the Research Fund for Coal and Steel

CONT

Study - Transitional Allowances for former EU office holders - too few conditions?

Forthcoming publications

CONT

- Study “10 years cooperation and verification Mechanism (Bulgaria and Romania) - Analyse of the Reports: evaluation and 
achievements - Study Presentation 29 January 2018 PM - JAN4Q1

- Study “Oversight and Management of the EU Trust Funds” - Study Presentation TBC

Forthcoming events

 

CONT Workshop on “Investments in the EU: where are we? European Fund for Strategic 
Investments, European Structural Investment Funds and Financial Investments” - 23 
January 2018 - 10h30-12h30 - PHS5B001

Programme

ANNUAL MEETING BETWEEN CONT COMMITTEE AND ECA MEMBERS

Coordinators have decided to invite the  to the European Parliament’s Court of Auditors
premises in Brussels to a CONT meeting - 1st February 2018 - 11:00 - 13:00 - 
PHS4B001

EUROPEAN PARLIAMENTARY WEEK - BUDG/ECON/EMPL

19 February 2018 - Discussion on and Post-2020 MFF Own Resources - Hemicycle

Joint BUDG/ECON Workshop on “A fiscal capacity to strengthen and enlarge the euro area” - 21 March 2018 - 14h30 - 17h00 - 
PHS3C050 (tbc)

CONT Workshop on “How to better combat the fraud? Follow up of the Commission’s anti-corruption sharing programme” - May 
2018 - Room TBC

Contacts

Policy Department for Budgetary Affairs - poldep-budg@ep.europa.eu

Policy Department Webpage

 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2017/603810/IPOL_BRI%282017%29603810_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2017/603802/IPOL_BRI%282017%29603802_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2017/603795/IPOL_BRI%282017%29603795_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2017/603797/IPOL_BRI%282017%29603797_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2017/603806/IPOL_STU%282017%29603806_EN.pdf
http://www.newsgate.europarl.europa.eu/newsgate/dgipol/resource/static/images/poldep.jpg
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/fr/cont/events-workshops.html?id=20171212WKS01201
http://www.poldepnet.ep.parl.union.eu/poldept/cms/cache/offonce/poldepnet/poldep_d/poldepd_presentation


 

 

Contact BUDG Committee

Contact BUDG Secretariat

Head of Unit: Elisa Daffarra

Square de Meeus, 8 - 6th floor

B-1047 Brussels

Visit us

www.europarl.europa.eu/budg/
 
webstreaming
 
@EP_Budgets

DOCUMENTS

The latest Implementation and "RAL" figures for the 2017 Budget, together with previous regular updates, have been published on the 
 Intranet page.PolDepNet

Next meetings

21-22 February 2018

 

 

 

 

Disclaimer

The items contained herein are drafted by the secretariat of the European Parliament and are provided for general information 
purposes only. The opinions expressed in this document are the sole responsibility of the author(s) and do not necessary represent the 
official position of the European Parliament. This document may contain links to websites that are created and maintained by other 
organizations. The secretariat does not necessarily endorse the view(s) expressed on these websites.
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