
European Parliament workshop on the “Free flow of data - A cornerstone of the digital single market”, 19 February 2018.

The EU Regulation on the free flow 
of data in the EU — a boost 
to the Digital Single Market!



What’s the problem?

Data localisation measures are 
on the rise globally and fragmenting 
the EU Single Market.

At least 21 direct and 35 indirect 
measures in EU member states.



Most common requirements 
relate to company data 
Companies increasingly file and store their data 
online. Data includes invoices, sales, receipts, 
payments, tax, payroll, etc.

Company data is today digital while national 
laws remain largely analogue.



Impact on the EU Digital 
Single Market

“If existing data localising measures are removed, 
GDP gains are estimated to up to 8 billion euros per year”

(ECIPE, 2016)



Future impact on the EU 
Digital Single Market

“Preventing EU Member States from imposing harmful 
data localisation measures in the future” = “52 billion euros 
per year (0.37% of GDP). This number will increase with 

further digitalisation of the European economy.” 
(ECIPE, 2016)



Impact on the EU 
Digital Single Market
The fragmentation of the EU market impacts 
investments. Investments in cloud computing 
in the U.S. almost double those in the EU.
(Lambrecht, 2017)



Impact on European consumers

European consumers (European companies and their end-users) 
are currently picking up the bill — “up to 120%”!

(ECIPE, 2016)



How to improve the EU proposal?
•  Add a narrow definition of “public security” to avoid misuse

•  All data should flow freely in the EU, without prejudice to GDPR (Recital 10)

•  Avoid overly prescriptive language, maintain contractual freedom (Art 6)

•  Codes of conduct requires +2 years to develop and implement (Art 6)



Thank you!
Christian Borggreen, Vice President & Head of Office

Computer & Communications Industry Association (CCIA Europe) 
cborggreen@ccianet.org
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