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The meeting began on 1 December, at 15:10 by opening remarks of Ms Anneliese DODDS, 

Co-chairperson of EU-Montenegro Stabilisation and Association Parliamentary Committee 

(SAPC). 

 

Ms Dodds welcomed the members of the Montenegrin Parliament's delegation, led by the 

SAPC Co-chairman Mr Ranko KRIVOKAPIĆ, Speaker of the Parliament of Montenegro, as 

well as other distinguished guests: Mr Igor LUKŠIĆ, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for 

Foreign Affairs and European Integration, speaking on behalf of Government of Montenegro, 

Mr Alberto CUTILLO, Deputy Director General/Principal Director for European Integration, 

Ministry for Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation of the Republic of Italy, speaking 

on behalf of the Presidency-in-Office of the Council of the European Union, and Ms 

Alexandra CAS GRANJE, Director for Montenegro, Iceland, the former Yugoslav Republic 

of Macedonia and Turkey, speaking on behalf of the European Commission. 

 

In her opening statement, Ms Anneliese DODDS praised the considerable progress achieved 

by Montenegro in accession negotiations and noted that it is currently the most advanced 

candidate state. Co-chairman Mr Ranko Krivokapic welcomed the new delegation of the 

European Parliament, assured that the successful cooperation between the two Parliaments 

established by the former composition will continue to support Montenegro’s accession 

efforts.  

 

 
1. Adoption of the draft agenda 

The agenda was adopted without changes, as in the draft document. 

 

 
2. Adoption of the draft minutes of the 8th EU-Montenegro SAPC meeting 

The minutes were adopted without amendments, as in the draft document. 
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3. State of Play of the Accession Negotiations and EU-Montenegro relations 

In the presence of the representatives from the European Commission, the Presidency-in-

Office of the Council of the EU, and the Montenegrin Government, the debate began with 

remarks by Chairwoman Anneliese DODDS, who emphasized the significant progress 

Montenegro achieved in the accession negotiations, but she also warned that the government 

should do more to tackle the high level of corruption. Deputy Prime Minister LUKŠIĆ stated 

that the rule of law reform is the strategic priority of the government. The representatives of 

the Council and the Commission stressed the importance of chapters 23, 24, and 31. They 

welcomed the progress in the areas in question. Deputy Director General CUTILLO added 

that strong political commitment to the reform process is necessary in order to secure tangible 

and lasting results in the field of Judiciary and Fundamental Rights. 

 

Most of MPs, who took the floor, praised EU's support and commitment to Montenegro's 

accession process. It was underlined that it is important for Montenegrin citizens to feel the 

developments in the country; otherwise it is likely that their high level support for the 

membership will fall in the future. Members of the Montenegrin opposition pointed at 

unsolved cases of corruption and alleged electoral frauds which influence the trust into the 

entire political system in the country and are not being investigated. 

 

The exchange of views was conducted among the following members: Mr Slaven 

RADUNOVIĆ (Montenegrin vice-chair), Ms Anneliese DODDS (EP chair), Ms Azra 

JASAVIĆ (Montenegrin MP), Mr Mevludin NUHODŽIĆ (Montenegrin MP), Mr Predrag 

BULATOVIĆ (Montenegrin MP), Mr Jozo RADOŠ (MEP), Mr Eleftherios SYNADINOS 

(MEP) and Mr Milutin SIMOVIĆ (Montenegrin MP).  

 

 
4. Implementation of Montenegro's Action Plans in the field of rule of law 

Main issues discussed in this part of the session were fight against corruption and domestic 

violence. Both Ms Anneliese DODDS and Director CAS GRANJE (European Commission), 

called for a sound record in implementing the reforms that have been ratified. 

 

The following members took part in the discussion: Ms Anneliese DODDS (EP chair), Mr 

Obrad Mišo STANIŠIĆ (Montenegrin MP), Mr Predrag BULATOVIĆ (Montenegrin MP), 

Mr Jozo RADOŠ (MEP), Mr Damir ŠEHOVIĆ (Montenegrin MP), Ms Nada DROBNJAK 

(Montenegrin MP) and Mr Darko PAJOVIĆ (Montenegrin MP). 

 

 
5. Protection of fundamental rights and freedoms in Montenegro 

The debate in this part focused on media freedom, freedom of expression, and the 

independence of judiciary. More specifically, the issues of threats to journalists and illegal 

police surveillance were raised by MEPs. In the context of fundamental rights, the hatred 

discourse adopted by a magazine was discussed. Both the Montenegrin delegation and the 

MEPs expressed their concerns in this regard.  

Lastly, the pride parade of November 2014 was welcomed by the MEPs, however, it was 

stated that the government should be more willing to implement the reforms related to the 

anti-discrimination. 
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The following members exchanged views: Ms Azra JASAVIĆ (Montenegrin MP), Ms Ulrike 

Lunacek (MEP), Ms Nada DROBNJAK (Montenegrin MP), Mr Ranko KRIVOKAPIĆ 

(Montenegrin chair), Mr Slaven RADUNOVIĆ (Montenegrin vice-chair), Mr Obrad Mišo 

STANIŠIĆ (Montenegrin MP), Mr Darko PAJOVIĆ (Montenegrin MP) and Ms Anneliese 

DODDS (EP chair). 

 

The 1st session was adjured on 1 December, at 18.23.  

 

 

The second day of the meeting started on 2 December at 9.12, with Speaker Ranko 

KRIVOKAPIĆ in the chair. 

 

 
6. Adoption of recommendations 

 

After a short discussion a compromise text was agreed.  

 

Before the vote took place, Mr Milutin SIMOVIĆ (Montenegrin MP) requested a procedural 

clarification concerning a need for a quorum during a vote. In lack of provisions in this regard 

in the SAPC Rules of procedure, Mr SIMOVIĆ argued that each delegation should secure a 

quorum within its ranks. The chairperson after consulting the secretariat clarified the rules in 

place (application of relevant rules of the Montenegrin Parliament and of the European 

Parliament) and the vote could take place without requirement of a quorum inside the EP 

delegation. 

 

The joint recommendations were adopted in accordance with the SAPC's rules of procedure. 

 

 
7. Any other business 

The Chairperson invited all members to take part in a meeting of the EP's Committee on 

Foreign Affairs, in the presence of MPs from EU national parliaments, which was scheduled 

immediately after the SAPC meeting and included an exchange of views with the ministers of 

foreign affairs of Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, 

Montenegro, Kosovo and Serbia. 

 

 
8. Date and place of the next SAPC meeting 

The date of the next meeting, which should take place in 1st half of 2015 in Montenegro, will 

be agreed in written by two co-chairs. 

 

 

The meeting ended on 2 December, at 9.58. 

 

* * * 
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The second day of the meeting commenced at 9h07, on 17th of December, with Ms Anneliese 

DODDS chairing the meeting.  

 

7. Sustainable development and the protection of the environment 

MEPs underlined that the European Union maintains some of the highest environmental 

standards globally. It was highlighted that the Union has focused its attention towards 

Montenegro, in particular to the conservation of the Ulcinj Salina. MEPs commended the 

efforts made so far by the authorities but urged for the further protection of the coastline. 

They advocated for further development of renewable energy and energy efficiency in the 

region.  

Montenegrin members focused on the ecological problems in Montenegro. In particular, it 

was stressed that the thermal power plant in Pljevlja must be dealt with as soon as possible, as 

it has a negative impact on the environment and health of the local population.  

Members from the Montenegrin ruling coalition highlighted that the legal and policy 

framework on environmental protection has significantly improved in Montenegro. It was 

stated that this was chiefly due to the obligations Montenegro must complete towards 

proceeding with the Union's acquis.  Montenegrin Members reiterated the Ulcinj Salina was 

an important area to promote sustainable development and conservation of the ecosystem.  

The following members participated in discussion: Ms Anneliese DODDS (EP delegation 

chair), Mr Darko PAJOVIĆ (Montenegrin MP), Mr Izet BRALIĆ (Montenegrin MP), Ms 

Ulrike LUNACEK (MEP), Terry REINTKE (MEP),  Mr Ranko KRIVOKAPIĆ (Montenegrin 

chair) and Mr Eleftherios SYNADINOS (MEP). 

 

8. Fiscal policy, including tax avoidance at global and national levels 

MEPs congratulated Montenegro on the economic growth rate, which was higher than the 

average EU rate. However the high unemployment rate, particularly amongst the youth was 

addressed as a serious problem. MEPs further highlighted the regional differences, the 

dominance of grey economy and the large informal employment market. It was stated that tax 

evasion and aggressive tax avoidance remained a key problem, which Montenegro was 

facing. 

Montenegrin Members highlighted that important chapters related the customs union and on 

taxation were opened as a part of the acquis. They informed that the Government is 

committed to reduce the grey economy and fight tax evasion through legislative and policy 

measures. It was also stressed that Montenegro struggled with high public debt.  

The following members engaged in discussion of this point of the agenda: Ms Anneliese 

DODDS (EP delegation chair), Mr Mevludin NUHODŽIĆ (Montenegrin MP), Mr Danko 

ŠARANČIĆ (Montenegrin MP), Mr Ranko KRIVOKAPIĆ (Montenegrin chair), Mr Darko 
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PAJOVIĆ (Montenegrin MP), Mr Jozo RADOŠ (MEP) and Mr Eleftherios SYNADINOS 

(MEP). 

9. Adoption of recommendations 

After a brief discussion regarding the amendments, a compromise text was agreed upon. 

The recommendations were adopted unanimously by all the Members. 

 

10. Any other business 

None. 

 

11. Date and place of the next SAPC meeting 

The next meeting of the EU-Montenegro Stabilisation and Association Parliamentary 

Committee was expected to take place on 19-20 May, in Montenegro. 

The meeting ended on 17th December at 11h50. 

 

*** 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


