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DELEGATION FOR RELATIONS WITH BELARUS

- The Chairman -

STATEMENT

by Mr Jacek PROTASIEWICZ,
Chairman of the Delegation for relations with Belarus

on the conditions of everyday work for political parties and NGOs in Belarus

Brussels, 17 April 2009. On behalf of the European Parliament Delegation for relations with 
Belarus I would like to express my great disappointment about the denial of the registration of 
the Belarusian Christian Democracy Party (BCD) led by Mr. Pavel Sevyarynets. As I was 
informed the Justice Ministry of Belarus has based its decision on the "number of irregularities", 
including "foreign national among the BCD founders, a registration fee slip missing from the 
application papers and submitted data on the founders was incomplete". However, according to 
the representatives of the BCD during their visits to the Ministry of Justice they were not 
informed about any irregularities, on the contrary, the documents submitted were in order. Pavel 
Sevyarynets underlines that denial to register the party is not a juridical, but political decision. 
Having in mind the last developments in Belarus, in particular the police raids to the Freedom of 
Movement headquarter in Minsk and denial of the registration of the Human Rights Centre 
Nasha Viasna, the decision of the Ministry of Justice concerning BCD case is another example 
that declarations of the Belarusian authorities on letting political parties and NGOs in Belarus to 
function normally fall short of the reality. 

Therefore I would like to call on the Belarusian authorities to keep up to their promises not only 
on the declarative, but most importantly on the practical level. I also call on the European 
political leaders to take not only the declarations but the facts into the consideration while 
assessing the situation in this country and designing policy towards Belarus. 
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