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Brussels, 9 April 2009. As the European Union and Belarus find each other at a crucial 
crossroad of gradual reengagement and as we are closely observing the publicly made 
commitment of the Belarusian authorities in the fields of human rights, freedom of association 
and rule of law, I am deeply concerned by the recent reports on the abuse by the Belarusian 
authorities of the normal functioning of political parties and NGOs in this country.

As I was informed, on Tuesday 7 April, law enforcement agents in Belarus have raided the 
apartment that serves as the main headquarter for Aliaksandr Milinkevich's Movement for 
Freedom, one of the most well-known and the biggest NGOs in Belarus. Most of the furniture, 
computers, printers, kitchen cabinets, and mirrors were confiscated by the marshals. The main 
reason for this is claimed to be the order by the Belarusian authorities connected with legal 
matters involving the imprisoned son of the apartment's owner, Mr. Aliaksandr Pyzhkou, who 
used to live in this appartment 19 years ago. After the litigation of this case 3 years ago in 2006
the court decided to confiscate Mr. Pyzhkou´s property and after the inventory of the apartment 
proved that there were no his belongings left there. Nevertheless, no one took to the account 
the fact that a member of Movement for Freedom rented this apartment only in December 2007
and therefore such kind of an action seems nothing else as a political provocation from the side 
of the Belarusian authorities.

Another case of the abuse of the freedom of association by the Belarusian authorities is the 
country-wide pressure campaign on Belarusian Christian Democracy party (BCD). Local officials 
in regions continue exerting pressure upon participants of the foundation congress of the BCD 
held in Minsk on 28 February 2009 by threatening them by the dismissals from their jobs, 
arresting for independent press distribution, imposing fines for the actions in favour of
Belarusian language.

With reference to the both abovementioned cases I condemn the recent actions of the 
Belarusian authorities that attempt to prevent political parties and NGOs in Belarus from their 
everyday work and would like to express a deep regret that such actions run counter to the 
principles of the European Union not only once mentioned in the resolutions of the European 
Parliament and demonstrate a clear evidence of the breach by the Belarusian authorities of their
publicly declared commitments.

Therefore, in this context, I call on the Belarusian government to put an immediate end to all 
forms of harassment of the activists from the political parties and NGOs with a due respect to 
the right of the association in Belarus.
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