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on cancellation of European Parliament visit to Belarus

Brussels, 1 April 2009. With great disappointment we have to announce our decision to cancel 
the joint visit of the Committee on Foreign Affairs and the Delegation for relations with Belarus 
to Minsk, Belarus, which was scheduled to take place on 6-8 April 2009. 

While the European Parliament showed good will and extended its hand by proposing a well-
balanced and carefully crafted programme of meetings with the highest Belarusian authorities, 
leaders of the democratic opposition and independent NGOs, as well as the first informal 
contact with the Belarusian parliamentarians, regrettably the Belarusian side refused the 
proposed programme of the visit and set unacceptable conditions for our meetings in Minsk.

It is very unfortunate that by not creating favourable conditions for this first official European 
Parliament visit to Belarus since 2002, the Belarusian authorities once again missed an 
opportunity to positively respond to our readiness to engage in a critical dialogue and gradual 
reengagement with Belarus. By setting uncompromising conditions, which could undermine the 
values and principles that the European Parliament stands for, the Belarusian authorities failed 
to understand that we are for dialogue, but not at all costs. 

Despite certain improvements in Belarus recently, we need to say that what is being done by the 
Belarusian authorities is simply too little. Most changes during the last six months were 
positive, but not of a systematic or institutional nature. 

Therefore, during the upcoming nine months of the prolonged suspension of the targeted 
sanctions against Belarus, we should expect much more tangible and genuine results on the part 
of the Belarusian government in reforming electoral legislation, ensuring freedom of media, 
guaranteeing freedom of association, assembly and religion and stopping all kinds of politically 
motivated intimidation and persecution of civil society activists.

For further information contact:
Arnoldas PRANCKEVICIUS, Interparliamentary Delegations – European Countries
 tel.  0032-2-283 25 69, arnoldas.pranckevicius@europarl.europa.eu
Rosemary OPACIC, Committee on Foreign Affairs
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