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DELEGATION FOR RELATIONS WITH BELARUS

- The Chairman -

STATEMENT

by Mr Jacek PROTASIEWICZ,
Chairman of the Delegation for relations with Belarus

on the abuse of compulsory army conscription in Belarus

Brussels, 26 January 2009. As the European Union and Belarus find each other at a crucial 
crossroad of gradual reengagement and as we are closely observing the implementation of the 
promised steps by the Belarusian authorities in the field of human rights, freedom of expression 
and rule of law, I am deeply concerned by the recent reports of the abuse by the Belarusian 
authorities of compulsory army conscription against young democratic activists.  

In this context I am especially worried about the currently practiced methods in certain cases, 
such as forceful army conscription, the abuse of the results of the medical examinations of the 
conscripts, and active participation in this matter of the representatives of special services of 
Belarus. 

These practices cause serious doubt if the regular execution of the military duty is not 
sometimes used as a means of political repression against opposition activists. 

In this regard, I would like to recall that in its resolution of 15 January 2009 on the EU strategy 
towards Belarus, the European Parliament urged the Belarusian Government to refrain from 
threatening criminal prosecution, including for avoiding military service in Belarus, against 
students expelled from universities for their civic stance. 

This issue of refraining from the usage of army conscription for the reasons of political 
repression will remain among the key factors in the evaluation process of the human rights 
situation in Belarus during the six-month period of partial suspension of travel restrictions 
imposed on certain Belarusian Government officials.
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