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DELEGATION FOR RELATIONS WITH BELARUS

- The Chairman -

STATEMENT

by Mr Jacek PROTASIEWICZ,
Chairman of the Delegation for relations with Belarus

on recent developments in Belarus

Strasbourg, 20 November 2008. I welcome the Non Paper, which we have received yesterday 
from the Belarusian authorities on the future steps that the Belarusian government is planning to 
take towards improving EU-Belarus relations and meeting the EU expectations in this regard.

In particular, I am glad about the affirmed readiness of the Belarusian side to take into account 
the OSCE/ODIHR recommendations on the necessary improvements of the Belarus Electoral 
Code following the 28 September parliamentary elections, as well as it's will to allow the 
independent Belarusian newspapers "Narodnaya Volya" and "Nasha Niva" to be printed in 
Belarus and to have access to the state distribution network, and to organise an international 
roundtable in Minsk on 24 November on the legislation regulating Internet and Media, which 
could lead to an eventual review of the restrictive Media Law.

This is a very important signal from Minsk about the seriousness of its intentions to improve the 
relations with the EU and we will be looking forward to witnessing the practical implementation 
of the promised steps during the six-month period of the partial suspension of the EU targeted 
sanctions. 

At the same time, referring to President Lukashenka's declaration on November 11 in the 
interview for The Wall Street Journal about his readiness to free all existing political prisoners, I
would like to call for the immediate release of young opposition activist Alyaksandr Barazenka, 
who is held in custody pending his trial over the January's demonstration, despite his voluntary 
appearance at the Minsk city police department on October 27th for questioning, and who has 
recently started a hunger strike.

I urge the Belarusian authorities to allow Mr Barazenka to face the charges without being kept 
in custody, which is a common practice in democratic countries, and I recommend to the 
Council and the Commission to make this case and the others alike the subject of the 
negotiations with the Belarusian government. 
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