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DELEGATION FOR RELATIONS WITH BELARUS

- The Chairman -

STATEMENT

by Mr Jacek PROTASIEWICZ,
Chairman of the Delegation for relations with Belarus

on the parliamentary elections in Belarus

Minsk, 29 September 2008. With great disappointment I have to conclude that yesterday's
parliamentary elections in Belarus regrettably failed to meet the recognised international 
standards for democratic elections, which was also initially confirmed by the OSCE observers. 

In spite of certain positive developments and several minor improvements from the previous 
elections, it is deeply regrettable that the Belarusian authorities fell short of their promises and 
did not ensure a transparent ballot. The fact that the OSCE monitors were prevented from 
observing the vote count in 35 percent of cases, testifies to fundamental flaws in the conduct of 
these elections.

Yesterday's vote in Belarus was further compromised by the fact that not a single representative
of the democratic opposition was elected to the Belarusian Parliament. This is not a case in any 
democratic country around the globe.

Moreover, the restrictions imposed by the state authorities on the candidates of the democratic 
opposition as regards their access to the media, their meetings with the voters and the 
distribution of their electioneering material, further undermined their chances of being elected 
and stripped Belarus of a genuine and vibrant political campaign.

In the run-up to the elections, the EU presented a significant offer to Belarus, expressing its 
readiness to begin to review the restrictive measures against Belarusian leaders, and to take 
positive and concrete measures that may lead to a gradual reengagement with Belarus, if the 
parliamentary elections met democratic standards. Now the EU needs to consider to what extent
this offer is still valid. 

The Union, as a value-based community, should first and foremost uphold the values of 
democracy, human rights and rule of law and therefore, it should step up its support for the civil 
society, for the independent media and for the young people of Belarus. It should furthermore 
extend its hand to the citizens of Belarus by looking for the solutions to facilitate their travel to 
the EU and by more effectively communicating to them the benefits of living in a democratic 
society and of enjoying a full partnership with the EU.
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