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- The Chairman -

STATEMENT

by Mr Jacek PROTASIEWICZ,
Chairman of the Delegation for relations with Belarus

on recent political developments in Belarus

Brussels, 6 May 2008. I am deeply concerned about the recent political developments in Minsk, 
especially the detention of several young pro-democracy activists, including Zmitser 
Dashkevich, Artur Finkevich, Yawhen Afnahel, Zmitser Fedaruk, Zmitser Barodka, Pavel 
Yukhnevich and Ivan Shyla, the sentencing to 10 days in jail of the prominent opposition 
politician Mikalay Statkevich following the official May Day celebrations in Minsk, and the 
unjustified recent expulsion of ten American diplomats from Belarus.

These arbitrary detentions and politically motivated prosecutions of members of democratic 
opposition along with the sudden and unwarranted expulsion of foreign diplomats cast serious 
doubts on the credibility of the political regime in Belarus and its real intentions. These events 
as well as the continued political imprisonment of Alyaksandr Kazulin contradict the recent 
rhetoric of the Belarusian authorities of their willingness to improve the relations with the 
European Union (EU). 

Despite some positive developments recently in the relations between the EU and Belarus, such 
as the agreement to open the European Commission delegation office in Minsk, the release of a 
number of political prisoners, and the non-interference in the commemoration of the 22nd 
Chernobyl accident anniversary in Minsk on April 26, these promising trends regrettably have 
been reversed by these most recent actions of the Belarusian authorities.

This is especially worrisome before the upcoming parliamentary elections in Belarus in October 
this year, which will serve as a real test for the future prospects of EU-Belarus relations. 

Therefore, if the Belarusian authorities are serious about renewing relationship with the EU, 
they should already today start creating conditions for a free and fair ballot, in line with 
international democratic standards. Releasing all remaining political prisoners, allowing the 
registration of the candidates of the democratic opposition, permitting their access to the media 
and inviting a fully-fledged international observation mission to Belarus would be important 
first steps in the right direction. 

For further information contact:
Arnoldas PRANCKEVICIUS, Interparliamentary Delegations – European Countries
 tel.  0032-2-283 25 69, arnoldas.pranckevicius@europarl.europa.eu


	Statement Protasiewicz 06 05 2008.doc

