
CR\755896EN.doc PE 414.680

EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT
2004 










 2009

DELEGATION FOR RELATIONS WITH JAPAN

REPORT ON THE VISIT TO TOKYO OF 
THE BUREAU OF THE INTERPARLIAMENTARY DELEGATION 

FOR RELATIONS WITH JAPAN
27-29 October 2008

This visit took place during a troubled political and economic period in Japan with the 
world financial crisis as a background. In this difficult but very interesting context 
various meetings were organized between the members of the Bureau of the 
delegation for relations with Japan and members of Parliament, cabinet's members 
and academics.

1. - The political, economic and financial situation in Japan 

Two series of meetings were hosted by the President of the EU-Japan 
Parliamentary League of Friendship, M. Taro Nakayama, and by Mr Taro Kono,
Chairman of the lower House committee on Foreign Affairs. They permitted detailed 
talks with more than fifteen members of Parliament from the two main political 
groups DPG and LDP, and also with members from other political groups. 
Discussions proceeded in an atmosphere of frankness and mutual comprehension on 
all topics. Since the beginning of the year, Japan has faced several political crises 
which led to a change of Prime Minister and have made early elections a near 
certainty. The government was to announce early elections at the end of October, 
during our delegation's visit but finally renounced. The calling of a general election 
will be delayed to January 2009 at least. The situation is all the more delicate since 
recent opinion polls are not favorable to the LDP (which has led the country for more 
than 50 years). Moreover the economic situation of Japan is worrying as the domestic 
consumption is insufficient and the country definitely needs reforms. At the time of 
the Bureau's visit, a plan of 207 billion Euros was announced but it aroused no 
enthusiasm. This plan followed a first economic plan of 73 billion Euros at the end of 
August 2008. The world financial crisis, and especially Lehman Brothers' bankruptcy, 
had negative effects on Japanese economy. In the same time the Yen has risen against 
the Euro and the Dollar during the last few weeks, which led the national Bank of 
Japan to reduce its guiding rate to only 0.3%. 

During these talks, the opposition of the European Parliament and the European 
Union to the death penalty was reminded as a prisoner's execution has just taken place 
in Japan. 
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2. - Foreign Relations

The relations between Japan and its main neighbours and partners were 
evoked repeatedly with Japanese members of Parliament as well as with Mr Nobuo 
Kishi, Parliamentary Secretary for Defense. Despite an improvement during Prime 
Ministers Fukuda and Aso's mandates, the relations between Japan and China have 
remained characterized by mutual mistrust (because of the increase in Chinese 
military forces and the history-related issues, for instance). In spite of these political 
problems, economic trade between the two countries has increased a lot and economic 
partners are very active. For instance, Japanese investments on the Chinese territory 
have strongly developed, especially in high technology. Relations with Russia are 
potentially very important but are affected by the territorial conflict over the islands 
situated in the north of Japan which remains an extremely sensitive matter between 
the two countries. The situation in North Korea still is a major concern for Japan 
despite North Korean government's commitments. One can especially note Japanese 
sensitivity about the matter of Japanese citizens abducted by North Korea about thirty 
years ago. The members of the Delegation's Bureau had exchanges on this subject 
with the Prime Minister's special adviser on this question. The defense matters were 
tackled with frankness, especially regarding the amendments to the Constitution, the 
renewal of the Sunset Law which had allowed the Japanese forces to take part in the 
fight against terrorism, especially in Afghanistan (this law is to expire in January 
2009). 

3. - The environmental aspects 

The environmental problems were more particularly discussed with the 
Environment Minister, Mr Tetsuo Saito, who is a trained engineer, specialized in 
environmental questions. The Minister reaffirmed Japan's commitments in the 
environmental field. They are based on Japanese "tradition" as well as on Japanese
industrial successes (reduction in vehicle consumption, innovations in the field of 
hybrid vehicles). However, as regards to climate change, Japan has found it difficult 
to achieve objectives which were decided in Kyoto: while Japan had an objective of 
reducing its emissions by 6% since the 1990s, it has in fact increased its emissions by 
6.2%. The Environment Minister pointed out that the Japanese government's policy is 
to achieve a long-term reduction of emissions from 60% to 80% by 2050 but it didn't 
fix medium-term objectives. The Japanese position seems to be based on its will to 
defend its industry on the one hand and a feeling that it is being imposed stricter 
measures than other countries (China) on the other hand. Japan thus primarily adopts 
non binding measures on emissions. The members of the delegation's Bureau 
mentioned in their discussions the lack of thermal insulation of buildings which 
causes very important energy expenditure. They stressed the importance of increased 
cooperation between the EU and Japan in a field where Europe possesses significant 
technological know-how.

4.-  Scientific and technological policy in Japan

M. Masuo Aizawa, chairman of the Council for Science and Technology 
Policy, presented the main principles of the Japanese science and technology policy 
since 1995. In its third phase now (2006-2010) and based on four sectors (science of 
life, information technology, environmental technology, nanotechnology and 
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materials), its aim is to tackle population ageing, environmental challenges and to
develop more competitive and innovative industries.

The members of the delegation's Bureau regretted that relations between the 
EU and Japan were very limited (ITER and GEOSS) in a domain which is 
nevertheless essential. Several projects, in particular the exchange of scientific
researchers, have been launched but they remain insufficient. The members of the 
delegation's Bureau committed themselves to conveying to the Commissioner 
responsible for research the importance of the development of this cooperation on the 
basis of common initiatives per sector which can lead to industrial applications 
rapidly. 

5.- Business cooperation relations between Japan and the EU

The economic and commercial relations between the European Union and
Japan were examined on the occasion of a visit of the EU-Japan Centre for Industrial 
Cooperation and a meeting with representatives from the EU-Japan Business 
Dialogue Round Table. The members of the delegation's Bureau spoke with Mr 
Guerrier, general manager of the EU-Japan Centre for Industrial Cooperation. The 
centre was set up by the European Commission and aimed at promoting trade and 
investment and contributing to industrial cooperation between the European Union 
and Japan. The centre, established in 1987 with offices in Brussels and in Tokyo, has 
an annual budget of 4 million Euros, more than half of which is financed by the 
European Union. The Centre pays particular attention to training programmes for 
managers of European small and medium enterprises who wish to establish 
themselves in Japan, as well as to Japanese companies in Europe. Another priority is 
the Vulcanus programme which gives Japanese students the opportunity to do 
internships in European industrial companies.

A second meeting enabled the members of the Bureau of the delegation to 
hold talks with a number of European managers installed in Japan in various
industrial sectors and associated to the European Business Council in Japan. 

6.- Meetings with Japanese academics and students on the occasion of the 
speech given by M. Jarzembowski at Hitotsubashi University "The European 
Parliament and the Lisbon Treaty - the present and the future powers and 
responsibilities  of the EP"

A series of meetings were organized at Hitotsubashi University which houses the EU 
Institute in Japan. This institute is an academic centre of studies and research on the 
European Union in Japan established in June 2004, and sponsored by the European 
Commission and four Tokyo universities.  Mr Jarzembowski's speech, pronounced in 
front of over 150 students, gave rise to a lively debate about the stakes of European 
integration.
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