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Introduction 

The 25th European Parliament-South Africa Interparliamentary Meeting (EP-South Africa 

IPM) took place from Wednesday afternoon 18 April to Thursday morning 19 April 2018 in 

Strasbourg and was co-chaired by Hans van Baalen (on the EU side) and Joan Fubbs (on the 

South African side).  

 

Preceded by in camera meetings of EP Members with South African Members, according to 

their political party affiliation, the IPM saw discussions on a wide range of topics ranging 

from strategic cooperation between the EU and South Africa, the upcoming elections in South 

Africa, the potential impact of Brexit on EU relations with the rainbow nation, to the 

possibilities for overcoming water shortages, the status of Zimbabwean refugees in South 

Africa, 21st century slavery, and translating into practice the Model Law on mining, just to 

name a few.  

 

Debates were productive, especially those on ‘trade irritants’ (poultry, textiles, citrus, wheat) 

and on the opportunity to organise the next EU - South Africa Summit still this year. 

Undoubtedly, this IPM reinforced and further improved the generally good relationship 

between the EU and South Africa. 
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Introduction 

 

South African Members regretted the initial absence of the majority of Members of the 

European Parliament delegation. (Many Members joined subsequently). 

 

 

Strategic cooperation between the EU and South Africa (Boris Zala, Joan Fubbs) 

 

Mr Zala stressed that there certainly is a strategic friendship between the two sides, but that it 

is not yet an accomplished partnership. Due to EU reticence, no EU - South Africa meeting at 

Governmental level had been organised for many years. It should be organised as soon as 

possible. Chicken and wheat imports/exports are sectorial trade issues, which could be 

resolved at technical level. What was very important was the participation of South Africa, as 

the “engine” country of Africa, in the new European External Investment Plan for Sub-

Saharan Africa, which has been conceived as a partnership on equal terms. Mr Zala also 

mentioned the importance of the integration of South Africa with other Southern African 

countries, by creating synergies in economic, trade political and social sectors, as well as 

regional standardisation, and the partnership in the framework of G20. 

 

Ms Fubbs underlined the fact that the EU did not speak loudly and clearly on Western Sahara, 

a country whose natural resources will soon be depleted if a solution is not found soon. On 

EU - South Africa relations, she asked that EU funding for South African regional 

infrastructure be preserved, by adding that although South Africa is a middle income country, 

development and wealth distribution are extremely unequal, leaving a lot of areas in poverty, 

despite consistent efforts by the South African authorities to reduce the gap. Finally, she 

called for the EU’s support for South Africa in achieving non-permanent membership in the 

UN Security Council. 

 

In the subsequent debate, the importance of exchange programmes for students and young 

entrepreneurs was stressed. It was also decided that the Delegation for Relations of South 

Africa will call for an initiative to celebrate the centenary of the birth of Nelson Mandela.  

 

 

Current water shortages in South Africa: can the EU help with expertise, funding, projects, 

etc.? Possibilities for desalination? Possibilities for conveying water from the EU to South 

Africa? (Martina Dlabajová, Mbuyiseni Ndlozi) 

 

Ms Dlabajová said Cape Town might already run out of water in May. South Africa is among 

the 30 driest countries in the world. There are several things that can be done to improve the 

situation: 

 

1. Recognising the problem and preparing for regular severe water shortages. 

2. There must be close cooperation among the involved stakeholders, especially between 

the Government and local Governments, through a holistic and multidimensional 

approach. 

3. Water consumption patterns in every city / community must be analysed and 

understood.  

4. Financial management must be improved, in order to guarantee efficient use of money 
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through budgetary control and compliance to the rules. In this way, money can be 

guaranteed for the set of new entrepreneurial projects on the efficient use of water that 

are being created.  

5. New techniques for the efficient use of water, such as rain-water capturing, must be 

introduced.  

 

For its part, the EU should offer expertise and support in advanced technologies, as well as 

offering exchange of best practices.  

 

Mr Ndlozi said that in March the South African Government declared the water crisis a 

national crisis. South Africa lost over a trillion litres of water from leaks. The life span of 

pipes is 40 years, but most of them are way over 100 years old. Therefore, the main problem 

is infrastructural. 27% of the population does not have regular access to drinking water and 

depends on communal taps or takes water from rivers.  

 

EU skills could be very useful in desalination and re-use techniques. It was calculated that by 

an efficient re-use process, half a trillion litres of water could be saved in Cape Town. 

 

Mr Ndlozi added that traditional ways of watering in agriculture, which relies on high water 

consumption, are still used. Therefore, new technologies could be used, saving up to 62% of 

the water used in agriculture!  

 

In the subsequent debate, it was stressed that South Africa is reviewing legislation on the 

distribution of water, especially in agriculture. It could be that in the future water will no 

longer belong entirely to the owner of a farm where the water source is located, but will have 

to be shared to a degree.  

 

 

Upcoming elections in South Africa (Boris Zala, Anchen Dreyer) 

 

Ms Dreyer said that South Africa uses a proportional system for national elections, in order to 

better represent small parties and candidates. For the moment there is no threshold to enter 

Parliament, but one could be introduced in the future. There is a two tier system in the 

Parliament, which enables Provinces to be represented with their own candidates.  

 

A recent huge challenge for the Independent Electoral Commission (IEC) was to collect and 

provide the addresses of voters. This exercise had proven necessary in order to organise 

transparent elections using reliable operational methods. The problem was that many voters 

do not actually have a codified “physical” address. Therefore, a system of “pinpointing” the 

place where the voter lives on an electronic geographical map was introduced, and this works. 

As a matter of fact, IEC is now 88% compliant with the address issue. However, there are still 

doubts as to whether the IEC will be ready in the event of early elections.  

 

Ms Dreyer also informed the audience that historically political parties in South Africa 

represent a cultural, ethnical or linguistic group, which is however not the case for her own 

party, the Democratic Alliance (stronger in urban areas, while the ANC is stronger in rural 

zones).  

 

She concluded by saying that the disclosure of private sources of financing, required for 
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transparency reasons, has been a problem, because private donors want to remain anonymous.  

 

Mr Zala said that elections in South Africa are an internal issue, so he did not make specific 

comments, except by stating that the EU recognises the elections held in the rainbow nation as 

being fully democratic, fair and transparent. He added that it would be good to set up an 

electoral observation mission (EOM) from the EU side, but not in order to check the electoral 

process (there is no need to do so), but instead to further reinforce the good relationship 

between the EU and South Africa.  

 

In the subsequent debate, it was recognised that a possible significant reduction of votes for 

the liberation party (the ANC), foreseen for the next elections, is a sign of a solid and mature 

democracy. Such a potential loss of votes will perhaps mean huge policy changes and also a 

change in South Africa’s strategic direction. It was also said that the IEC can be ready in three 

months, so any early elections will be held in normal conditions.  

 

In general, it was acknowledged that party structures needs to be changed because they no 

longer attract voters. It was also recognised that media freedom and plurality of sources of 

information are essential to guarantee a solid democracy. 

 

 

Brexit – state of play - what consequences for the EU-South Africa relationship? Anthea 

McIntyre, Joan Fubbs (with the contribution of Elmar Brok, co-chair of the European 

Parliament working group on “Brexit”) 

 

Mr Brok said the EU was closer to an agreement with the UK at this moment. 66% of the 

issues were already agreed upon, especially the ones concerning citizens’ rights. The most 

difficult issue to resolve was the Irish question: the internal border between UK and Ireland 

will now become an EU external border.  

 

A comprehensive agreement must be ratified by, at the latest, 29 March 2019. If not, there 

will be a “hard” Brexit, meaning that the existing arrangement in the framework of the UK’s 

membership of the EU will simply cease to exist, with a return to a pre - accession situation, 

with tariffs, customs, trade barriers, and so on.  

 

There will also be a transition agreement, valid until December 2020, in order to give time to 

all the involved stakeholders to adapt.  

 

Possible future arrangements: there will probably be a dedicated Free Trade Agreement with 

the UK. Clearly, the more standards will diverge, the fewer the possibilities for the 

penetration of UK enterprises into the EU market. There will be special sectorial agreements 

for cooperation in the fields of research, student exchanges (Erasmus...) and other areas.  

 

Mr Brok concluded that eventually “we will all lose from Brexit, but Great Britain will lose 

the most.” 

 

Ms McIntyre said she was sad, but also stressed that she respects the will of the British 

people, that in her opinion had been misled. She said the UK greatly profited from the 

Scientific Research and Development Programme Horizon 2020, although in general the UK 

contributed more than it received from the EU budget. The UK was ready to continue 
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sectorial cooperation, although trade cooperation will be more complex due to the 

globalisation of production, high geographical specialisation and the implementation of the 

Rules of Origin. The security umbrella for Europe should stay in the framework of NATO. 

She concluded by saying that Brexit will not cause problems for South Africa: on the 

contrary, it might even be beneficial because of possible reinforced trade cooperation in the 

framework of the Commonwealth.  

 

South African Members stressed that South Africa would continue to reinforce cooperation 

with both the UK and the EU.  

 

 

21st Century Slavery (Anthea McIntyre, Bheki Radebe) 

 

Mr Radebe said a slave was by definition a person who had lost control of him / herself. 

Slavery was unfortunately still a very real phenomenon. Migrants were promised good jobs, 

but then they became dependent of criminal organisations, and exploited for a number of hard 

or degrading activities, including the sex trade. According to ILO statistics, there are 21 

million slaves worldwide. The fact that migrants often have no rights in the country of 

destination reinforces the condition of slavery. Goods made under slave labour are often 

produced through recognised multinational companies, therefore a stricter control mechanism 

for such companies should be set up.  

 

Ms McIntyre added that forced marriage is a form of slavery. Women and girls account for 

more than 70% of the total number of slaves. 1 in 4 are children. There has been a shift from 

more general abuses towards organised crime infiltrating legal international workers’ supply 

chains. During the November AU - EU Summit in Abidjan, a three point plan was presented, 

including the creation of a joint task force to dismantle human trafficking network and 

evacuate migrants by repatriating them. It was stressed that the UK has a modern anti-slavery 

act. 

 

In the subsequent debate, it emerged that 18.000 people were repatriated on the basis of the 

AU-EU agreement. A debate on the legalisation of prostitution took place: the proposal from 

some South Africa Members to legalise it in order to allow regulation were rejected by the 

European side, with the argument that the situation of the exploitation of women for 

prostitution even worsened after decriminalising prostitution in some EU countries. Everyone 

agreed that the best approach was to fight international criminal organisations through 

intergovernmental cooperation, starting from the top.  

 

 

Constitutional aspects of the traditional power structure of South African society (Mbuyiseni 

Ndlozi) 

 

On the suggested land reform, currently being debated in South Africa, Mr Ndlozi wished to 

clear the field of 4 misconceptions:  

 

1.) It is not a racist process or even a genocide targeting the European diaspora, as some 

claim.  

2.) It does not encourages land grabbing.  

3.) 27% of poor South Africans have settled in informal and unregulated communities, where 
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they have occupied unused and unallocated land out of basic need for survival. 

4.) The reform is not seeking to ban private property. 

 

(“72% of land in South Africa is owned by white people. Most of this land is not being used 

at all.”)  

 

Land reform will therefore lead to a Constitutional amendment that will reallocate land in an 

equitable manner through a peaceful and democratic process, based on the Rule of Law.  

 

It would be very important to respect South Africa sovereignty in the implementation of this 

reform.  

 

In the subsequent debate, everyone agreed that it should be a peaceful process, one in which 

all stakeholders should be consulted. An ad hoc Parliamentary Committee has been 

established in South Africa to deal with the issue. European Members stressed that any 

expropriation should meet the agreement of the owners in question and that fair compensation 

should be provided.  

 

 

Migration, notably the situation in Zimbabwe, in particular on the possibilities of return for 

Zimbabwean refugees currently in South Africa through IOM actions financed out of the EU 

budget (Michael Gahler, Musawenkosi Mlambo) 

 

Mr Gahler asked whether the return of refugees to Zimbabwe, after the institutional changes 

that have occurred in the country, was perhaps possible, with the help of the International 

Organisation for Migration (IOM). He added that a return would probably be a win-win 

situation, avoiding further tensions and xenophobic attacks in South Africa, while allowing, at 

the same time, the refugees to build a life in their home country.  

 

Mr Mlambo said a White Paper had been drafted and adopted in 2017 by the South African 

Government on the status and conditions of migrants. The Paper consists of eight pillars and 

foresees, inter alia, the registration of legal and illegal immigrants, regulates admissions and 

departures, residency and naturalizations, management of asylum, etc. He added there are a 

number of Congolese and other migrants who also have to be considered in this context.  

 

In the subsequent debate, there was some suspicion on the South African side about the 

interest of the EU in the return of Zimbabwean refugees specifically. The European side 

stressed that there was no hidden agenda and that the interest of the EU was purely aimed at 

helping South Africa to cope with migrants. It also emerged that Zimbabwean migrants 

actually do not need financial or logistical help to return because they regularly go back on 

holiday to Zimbabwe, and then return to South Africa. There is free circulation between the 

two countries.  

 

 

Translating into practice the Model Law on Mining (Bheki Radebe) 

 

Mr Radebe reminded the audience that apartheid was especially harsh in mines. Minerals 

were extracted and exported without being transformed. Mining workers were left unskilled, 

uneducated and sick.  
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After the fall of the apartheid regime, it was therefore necessary to ensure that mineral 

resources belonged to the State. Anyone wanting to exploit them nowadays must obtain a 

licence from the Mineral Department. Two points are a priority for South Africa: 

 

 Mineral resources, once extracted, must be transformed as much as possible into high 

added value finite products, in order to create additional employment and 

specialisation in loco; 

 Everyone in South Africa must beneficiate from the mining resources, especially the 

community on whose territory the minerals are extracted. Therefore, direct 

involvement of local communities is essential at all stages of the extraction 

procedures. 

 

In the subsequent debate, it was stressed that mining companies must pay taxes to the State, 

which are then reinvested for the common good, and that in May 2018 a Mining Charter will 

be finalised by the Parliament of South Africa. It was also recognised that traditional and 

customary leadership are problematic in the context of guaranteeing rights, on an equitable 

basis, to mining communities.  

 

 

EU Common Security and Defence Policy – interesting aspects for South Africa (Michael 

Gahler, Musawenkosi Mlambo) 

 

Mr Gahler set out the historical background of the security and defence dimensions in the EU 

up to now. Operationally, the defence dimension became relevant in 2009 with the Lisbon 

treaty. The chapter on permanent structured cooperation (PESC) remained dormant, however, 

until December 2017. Then it was activated by the European Council and adopted by all EU 

Member States, with the sole exceptions of Denmark and Malta.  

 

The cumulated EU budget for defence, by simply adding all national budgets, is 210 bn euros. 

But there is a lack of coordination, of common planning and of common procurement. With 

proper EU coordination the efficiency of expenditure could greatly improve. Another 

challenge is to produce home - made defence capabilities, without being dependent only on 

third parties, although allied. Finally, as Russia becomes more and more assertive, there is a 

perceived need to increase European defence capabilities. 

 

Concerning Africa, through the European Defence Fund (EDF) an Africa peace facility was 

built. It intervened in Somalia, Mali and the Central African Republic, where the EU has also 

had its own training missions. Also important is the security - development nexus, on which 

the EU has been working a lot, through the introduction of the CBSD concept (capacity 

building for security and development), through which the EU provides training to the 

authorities of Sahel. 

 

Due to the terrible conditions there, it is necessary to prevent people from migrating to Libya, 

or to foresee voluntary returns.  

 

Finally, it is an EU priority to help the African Union to build the planned peace and security 

architecture for Africa, where implementation is lacking for the moment.  
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Mr Mlambo said that South African capacities to work in international defence, security and 

peace-keeping frameworks will be greatly improved if the country becomes a non-permanent 

Member of the UN Security Council. He stressed the importance of South Africa - EU 

cooperation in at least the following fields: 

 

 Maritime security and the anti-piracy fight; 

 Better access of South African defence products to the European market; 

 Exchange of technical expertise and of best practices between the sides. 

 

Marion and the Prince Edward Islands are under the common administration of France and 

South Africa. There is an agreement by which any presence of the two sides, be it strategic or 

scientific, in that area should be duly notified to the other part. However, France is patrolling 

the area and conducting scientific research without any notification to South Africa. Mr 

Mlambo called for the EU to intervene on this matter.  

 

Finally, on SADC security and defence capacities, Mr Mlambo said there is an AU defence 

budget, but it is insufficient, so South Africa has been the main funder.  

 

 

Citrus black spot (an update on the state of play) (Anthea McIntyre, Anchen Dreyer) 

with the participation of Roberto Ceccuti (DG Trade) 

 

Ms McIntyre informed the audience that she is the Rapporteur on a Resolution on protective 

measures against infesting plants and said that, for instance, xilella fastidiosa had wiped out 

olive trees in Southern Europe last year. Citrus Black Spot also affects Southern Europe. It is 

only a fungus, but EU wants to see it eradicated. There are recent European Food Security 

Agency (EFSA) reports showing new evidence that the pathogen is ubiquitous and could be 

considered as dangerous in some respects.  

 

There had been at a certain moment a steady decline in the number of contaminated fruit, 

however, also due to the fact that the disease is weather-dependent. For instance, Western 

Cape is disease-free. Ms McIntyre concluded by saying that it is good to have South Africa 

citrus in seasons in which in Europe it does not grow, and reminded that there were 26 

interceptions of citrus from South Africa in 2017, meaning that the disease could be back.  

 

Ms Dreyer reminded that South Africa is the biggest exporter of citrus to the EU. It employs 

80.000 people in South Africa. So, it is a vital industry for the country. The disease only 

affects the cosmetic appeal of the fruit, according to scientific evidence. EU measures are 

disproportionate. Nevertheless, South Africa does implement the required controls, which 

cost more than 1 million rands per year.  

 

Mr Ceccuti said that the creation of an independent panel on the citrus black spot issue had 

been requested, but it is taking some time, because initially the South African independent 

experts were not considered truly independent by the EU. He also informed the audience that 

after last year’s interceptions, citrus growers temporarily self-banned exports. 
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Other South Africa - EU trade-related chapters in the framework of the implementation of the 

EU - SADC EPA: the case of poultry and textiles (Joan Fubbs) with the participation of 

Roberto Ceccuti (DG Trade) and Bernd Lange (Chair of the EP Committee on International 

Trade) 

 

Ms Fubbs said only some production lines in textile industry had declined. Rules of origin, as 

understood by the EU, are too complicated. On poultry, the intention is not to have a 

protectionist measure in favour of other producers, such as Brazil or the USA, but to protect 

the health of South Africa consumers. On wheat, she recognised the need to close the gap 

between the big and small producer. The current system, which allows the first bidder to take 

the entire quota, if far from being perfect. She added that in general Economic Partnership 

Agreements (EPAs) are working well.  

 

Mr Lange made a distinction between chicken and textiles. He did not challenge poultry 

measures, but said that in the case of textile the Economic Partnership Agreement clauses 

were not respected.  

 

Ms Zia, the Minister plenipotentiary, said that on textile SADC provided a legal interpretation 

on which EU does not agree. A solution needs to be found without renegotiating the entire 

EPA package.  

 

Mr Ceccuti said that due to poultry sanitary issues an imposition of a 35% safeguard measure 

risks to be introduced, meaning that exports of poultry to South Africa will be taxed at 35%, 

which is exorbitant. Already up to now, there was a drop of 70% in poultry exports to South 

Africa. EU Member States are extremely upset, and it is an outrageous situation. On textile, 

Mr Ceccuti said that a dispute settlement mechanism can be used to resolve the situation. On 

wheat, he suggested a wider timeframe for the quota allocation, thus allowing more actors to 

gain access to a part of the quota, without the need to renegotiate the entire package, which 

would open a Pandora’s Box. He also complained about the South Africa National Regulator 

for Compulsory Standards, which takes up to 500 days to give a licence for any electrical, 

electronic or technical equipment.  

 

Ms Fubbs replied, on the 500 days waiting time, that in the Parliamentary Committee on 

Trade and Industry she is chairing, a solution was proposed: every product gets immediately a 

sort of green light, but if it turns out that it is of poor quality, the producer loses the licence for 

good, also for its other marketed products.  

 

 

Creation of a consultative joint civil society platform for the implementation of the EU -

 SADC EPA (Henna Virkkunen, Joan Fubbs) 

 

Ms Virkkunen said that all the efforts should be done in order to implement the existing 

Economic Partnership Agreement. In this context, she underlined the importance of the role 

of civil society and echoed a proposal, contained in the EPA itself, to create a platform for 

non-state actors thus allowing to play a stronger scrutiny role and to formulate 

recommendations to policy makers. This would be even more important in the shadow of 

some criticism expressed by a plethora of civil society organizations on the content of the 

EPA.  
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Ms Fubbs agreed with the stance of Ms Virkkunen and added that more focus should be made 

on development of such civil society platforms. We should actually develop a culture for a 

systematic inclusion of civil society stakeholders, following the example of the newly elected 

President Ramaphosa, who is always accompanied by business community, trade unions and 

other civil actors in his official trips.  

 

In the subsequent debate, it was however underlined that a set of NGOs does not want the 

creation of a new platform, because they prefer to work in the existing context with the 

existing tools.  

 

 

Education (Sabine Verheyen, Martina Dlabajová, Anchen Dreyer) 

 

Ms Verheyen said South Africa invests high sums of money in educational sector but scores 

low in education quality. The EU financed programmes for primary education sector policy 

support for 160 million euros, and supports programmes for better training for teachers. In the 

EP Culture Committee, which Ms Verheyen is a Member of, they are discussing and 

preparing a report on new technologies and modernization of education in order to teach new 

skills.  

 

Coming back to help to South Africa, she reminded that 26 million euros were given for 

professional training. Additional sums were allocated to educate teachers of blind children in 

the sign language, and she underlined the importance of the EU - Africa joint ventures. She 

concluded by saying that the most important thing is that young people have an employable 

skill or they continue to the university when they leave school.  

 

Ms Dlabajová started from the employment perspective. She works in the EP Employment 

Committee, where the priority is youth employment, especially within the critical age 18 - 25, 

by matching skills and jobs. Her Committee is therefore working on a new skills agenda, 

focusing on:  

 

1. Acquisition of digital skills, required nowadays by 90% of the existing jobs; 

2. Acquisition of soft skills (networking, critical thinking), unified to entrepreneurial skills, 

intended not only as the ability of doing business, but as an approach to life;  

3. Flexibility and adaptability.  

 

Ms Dreyer made an impact evaluation on the EU’s primary education policy support 

programme and concluded that: 

 

 Participation in education of young children had risen very sharply. However, in the 

age frame 16-20 years we are assisting to a dramatic drop-off of schooling. Mentioned 

reasons for the drop were: no money for fees, young people not interested in 

continuing, education perceived as useless, and failed exams.  

 Offer of textbooks to pupils/students, which was insufficient beforehand, raised 

significantly.  

 Before many children were hungry, but school feeding schemes increased and 

improved dramatically.  

 Quality of education is still problematic, with reading and maths ability still remaining 
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low. She mentioned the quality of the teachers: there are some excellent schools and 

teachers, but also a great disparity among schools and regions.  

 

Ms Dreyer also explained that between grade 1 and 8 there is a low rate of repeaters, then we 

assist to a dramatic increase, with a rate of up to 25% of youngsters repeating their class.  

 

On another note, she said that there was a dramatic decline of abuses on children, but still not 

enough (an appalling 16% rate is still reported from some provinces). There is also a reverse 

problem: abuse of teachers by youngsters, especially due to crime and drug related problems. 

 

Finally, she highlighted some future cooperation possibilities between EU and South Africa, 

especially in providing alternative education to young people aged from 16-20.  

 

In the subsequent debate, two thing emerged: 1. each enterprise should think pedagogically 

and pay attention to its own internal educational and formational dimension, and prepare 

plans to incentivize these aspects. 2. Banks should give loans and credits, otherwise even the 

brightest young people with the smartest ideas will not succeed.  

 

 

The participation of South Africa in the new EU External Investment Plan for Sub-Saharan 

Africa (Markus Ferber, Bheki Radebe) 

 

Mr Ferber echoed the intention of the German Government to make a “Marshall Plan” for 

Africa. The EU External Investment Plan for Sub-Saharan Africa is largely similar, and is 

based on 3 pillars, reinforced by a new generation of financial instruments as guarantees for 

banks. The pillars are: 

 

1. New generation of financial instruments as guarantees for banks. Risk-bearing by the 

EU; 

2. Technical assistance, especially for small and medium-sized enterprises;  

3. Structured political dialogue. 

 

He added that the central idea is to attract private investment, as was done with the “Junker 

plan” for the EU, with the EU bearing the main financial risks. A good cooperation with the 

African banks should be promoted. We could discuss on how to best cooperate with South 

Africa banks during our subsequent visit to the country.  

 

Mr Radebe reminded the audience that the EU External Investment Action Plan was also 

endorsed by the 5th AU - EU Summit in Abidjan. He added that in the implementation of this 

plan, strategic EU partners, such as South Africa, should be given preference and priority as 

partners, also because they have a developed banking sector, therefore the cooperation would 

undoubtfully find fertile grounds.  

 

 

Infrastructure (including digital infrastructure) - Sabine Verheyen, Mbuyiseni Ndlozi  

 

Ms Verheyen informed the audience that there are already some big infrastructural 

cooperation project, 16 of them are up and running in this moment. She stressed that they 

should address more towards rural areas and that their conduction should perhaps be more 
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decentralised (there was a successful example of a solar power plant decentralised project). 

She added that there are still a lot of steps to do in Europe on infrastructural development. 

Estonia’s showcase is excellent: beyond the wireless access available everywhere, the country 

is offering many governmental services to people via Internet. She added that in the EU the 

Regulations of the telecommunications sector are strict in order not to have an excessive raise 

in prices and concluded that free wi-fi could also be offered by local administrations with a 

central hotspot for the entire city, village or town. 

 

Mr Ndlozi said there are opportunities in the renovation of water infrastructure to address 

leakages. South Africa was not able to dismantle apartheid-built infrastructure, which kept 

communities apart. He added that South Africa should take advantage of the fourth industrial 

revolution, but this will be difficult until the cost of communication is so high. Data exchange 

is very expensive. This is because South Africa allowed private sector to thrive and to sell 

very expensive contracts to users. He added that the future generation of TV sets should be 

able to transform the analogue transmission signal, floating in the air, into a digital one and to 

show it on the screen, without the need for expensive intermediaries. Moreover, those TV sets 

should be produced locally, in South Africa, as well as other next generation electronic 

devices, and the industry producing it should be protected, at least in an initial stage. This will 

ignite real progress. 

 

 

African “Single Sky” (Musawenkosi Mlambo) 

 

The “Single Sky” is a Flagship project of Agenda 2063 of the African Union. It foresees the 

creation of a single unified transport market system. It was calculated that it has the potential 

of creating 300.000 direct jobs and 3 million indirect jobs. On 22 January 2018 the project 

was officially launched. 23 African countries out of 56 subscribed, but other countries will 

follow. The idea had been there since 1999. In more general terms, Mr Mlambo added that the 

African continent is looking for liberalization of trade and free circulation of people, like the 

EU. Single Sky project goes in this direction. He concluded that any technical assistance in its 

implementation by the EU would be welcome.  

 

 

Outcomes of and follow-up to the 5th AU-EU Summit in Abidjan (November 2017), in 

particular on the "Africa Repatriation Fund" (Bheki Radebe) 

 

Mr Radebe stated that there had already been a very productive discussion during the IPM on 

all the main outcomes of the AU- EU Summit, and notably:  

 

1. EU External investment plan for the Sub-Saharan Africa - the focus is to create sustainable 

projects; 

2. Equality of partners. AU and EU negotiated on equal ground during the Summit and this 

was highly appreciated by all the African partners; 

3. Increase resilience to natural disasters; 

4. Mobility and migration - we should leverage additional resources for dealing with root 

causes and respect of human rights; 

5. Youth entrepreneurship - the External Investment Plan could help by facilitating technical 

and financial assistance. 
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Mr Radebe concluded that whatever fears we have, we have to set them out openly. Mr van 

Baalen agreed and said that we should speed up the follow-up of the decisions that the 

delegations take and invite the other institutions to act upon such decisions. 

 

 

Adoption of the Joint Statement 

 

The draft joint statement was considered, paragraph by paragraph, and subsequently adopted 

by the two delegations. 

 

 

Consideration of dates for the 26th South Africa - EU IPM 

 

It was decided that the European side will ask for a derogation from the Conference of 

Presidents in order to be able to hold the 26th Interparliamentary meeting South Africa - EU 

in South Africa at the end of October 2018. Similarly, the South African side will check with 

their Speaker’s Office regarding this possibility. 
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JOINT STATEMENT 
25th EUROPEAN UNION-SOUTH AFRICA INTER-PARLIAMENTARY MEETING 

18 - 19 APRIL 2018 
EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT, STRASBOURG, FRANCE 

 
1. The 25th South Africa-European Union Inter-Parliamentary Meeting between 

Members of the South African Parliament and Members of the European 

Parliament took place at the European Parliament in Strasbourg on 18 – 19 

April 2018. The discussions focused on the strategic partnership between the 

EU and South Africa, as well as on broader issues of mutual interest between 

the two counterparts. This also bodes well for a constructive relationship 

between the African Union and the EU. 

 
2. Members wished the newly elected President Matamela Ramaphosa well in his 

efforts for development in South Africa, cooperation with the EU, and the 

integration of Africa, based on close cooperation within the framework of the 

African Union. 

 
3. Both Delegations agreed that the European Parliament would adopt a 

Resolution on the centenary celebrations for the late former President of South 

Africa, Nelson Mandela. 

 
4. Members called for the next South Africa - EU Summit to take place before the 

end of 2018. 

 
5. The South Africa Delegation called for the support of the EU for increased 

Development Cooperation funding post-2020 to address the national 

developmental challenges that South Africa is facing. In the framework of the 

on-going mid-term review of the Multiannual Indicative Programme for South 

Africa, Members from both Parliaments welcomed the planned increase in the 

Development Cooperation Instrument allocations to support the EU - South 

AfricaDC Economic Partnership Agreement (EPA).  

 
6. Both sides acknowledged the aspirations to self - determination of the people of 

Western Sahara and are united in the hope that a sustainable and lasting 

solution can be found quickly.  

 
7. The South African Delegation welcomed the EU Parliament’s offer of EU 

knowledge, skills and technologies that can be used to address water shortages 

in South Africa. All Members stressed the need for a holistic approach, bringing 

together all parties involved, i.e. the national government, local government, 

regulators, farmers, and others. 
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8. Both Delegations condemned, in the strongest terms, the slave trade and other 

severe human rights violations against migrants in South Africa, the European 

Union, Libya and elsewhere, in particular those affecting vulnerable populations 

such as women and children; they further called for the development and 

tightening of legislation to address modern day slavery involving inhumane 

labour conditions and human trafficking.  

 
9. The South African Delegation emphasised that the issue of an amendment in 

the Constitution to allow for expropriation of land without compensation would 

be handled with the utmost care and that the process will include wide public 

consultations. Both sides agreed that any land reform measures should have a 

sound legal basis and be handled in a constitutional, democratic, and peaceful 

manner. The South African side looks for support from the EU on this issue. 

 

10. The EU Delegation supports South Africa in its bid to become a non-permanent 

member of the United Nations Security Council.  

 
11. Both Delegations agreed that it is critical for South Africa’s minerals to be 

beneficiated in the country and for mining companies to contribute to the 

development of the local communities in which they operate. The South African 

Delegation noted that in terms of transformation in the mining sector, the role of 

legislation such as the Mineral and Petroleum Development Act (MPRDA) and 

the implementation thereof is important.  

 
12. Both Delegations took note of the significant economic impact that all measures 

affecting trade flows of citrus, poultry, textile and wheat have on their respective 

farmers, producers, workers, consumers and local communities. They agreed to 

enhance collaboration and oversight on all these issues to ensure minimal 

impact.  

 
13. Both Delegations recognised and welcomed the developments in Zimbabwe 

towards the re-establishment of democracy and democratic institutions. The 

South African Delegation and the EP side encouraged the EU Member States 

to consider lifting sanctions.  

 
14. Members called upon the South African government and the European 

Commission to elaborate steps towards the participation of South Africa in the 

new European External Investment Action Plan. 

 
15. Following the conclusions of the fifth AU - EU Summit in Abidjan, Members 

urged both sides to translate into practice in particular the education, skills and 

job-matching needed for the creation of economic opportunities for youth. They 
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called for a greater involvement of youth in decision-making processes, as per 

the outcome of the 4th Africa - Europe Youth Summit.  

 
16. Members reiterated their recognition that Inter-Parliamentary Meetings have 

played an important role in strengthening South Africa-EU relations, and 

fostering the implementation of the strategic partnership.  

 
17. Instructs its Co-Chairs to forward this statement to the President and Members 

of the European Parliament, the President of the European Commission, 

VP/HR Federica Mogherini and the European External Action Service (EEAS), 

and the Parliament of South Africa.  

 
Strasbourg, 19/04/2018 
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  EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT    

 
Delegation for relations with South Africa 

 

25th EP/South Africa Inter-Parliamentary Meeting 
 

18-19 April 2018, Strasbourg 
 

AGENDA 
 

 

Wednesday, 18 April 2018 
Meeting room:  

Salvador de Madariaga SDM-S5 
European Parliament, Strasbourg 

 
10.00-11.30 Members of the Parliament of South Africa meet the EP Political 

Groups (room Louise Weiss N3.2) 
 
 
13.00-15.00  Lunch hosted by Pavel Telička, EP Vice-President, on behalf of 

President Tajani (by invitation only)  
Venue: Private Salon 2 of the Members’ Restaurant, Ground floor of the 
Louise Weiss building, European Parliament, Strasbourg 

 
 
15.00-19.00 INTER-PARLIAMENTARY MEETING 
 

**Hans van Baalen in the chair** 
 
15.00-15.30 Introduction 

 
15.30-16.00 Strategic cooperation between the EU and South Africa - Boris Zala, 

Ms JL Fubbs 

 
16.00-16.30 Current water shortages in South Africa: can the EU help with 

expertise, funding, projects, etc.? Possibilities for desalination? 
Possibilities for conveying water from the EU to South Africa? - Martina 
Dlabajová, Dr M Ndlozi 
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**Joan Fubbs in the chair** 
 

16.30-17.00 Upcoming elections in South Africa - Boris Zala, Ms A Dreyer 
 
17.00-17.30 Brexit – state of play - what consequences for the EU-South Africa 

relationship? - Anthea McIntyre and Elmar Brok, Ms JL Fubbs 

 
17.30-17.50 21st Century Slavery - Anthea McIntyre, Mr B Radebe 

 
17.50-18.10 Constitutional aspects of the traditional power structure of South African 

society - Jean-François Jalkh, Dr M Ndlozi 
 

 
**Hans van Baalen in the chair** 

 
18.10-18.30 Migration, notably the situation in Zimbabwe, in particular on the 

possibilities of return for Zimbabwean refugees currently in South Africa 
through IOM actions financed out of the EU budget - Michael Gahler, 
Mr EM Mlambo 

 
18.30-18.50 EU Common Security and Defence Policy – interesting aspects for 

South Africa - Michael Gahler, Mr EM Mlambo 

 
 

**Joan Fubbs in the chair** 
 

18.50-19.00 Translating into practice the Model Law on Mining, Mr B Radebe 

 
 
19.30-21.30 Dinner hosted by Hans van Baalen, Chair of the EP Delegation to 

South Africa (by invitation only) 
 Venue: Restaurant “Rebstock”, Kehl, Germany  
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Thursday, 19 April 2018 
Meeting room:  

Salvador de Madariaga SDM-S5 
European Parliament, Strasbourg 

 
 
8.30-11.30 INTER-PARLIAMENTARY MEETING 
 

**Hans van Baalen in the chair** 
 

8.30-9.20 Citrus black spot (an update on the state of play) - Anthea McIntyre, Ms 
A Dreyer 

 
Other South Africa - EU trade-related chapters in the framework of the 
implementation of the EU - South AfricaDC EPA: the case of poultry 
and textiles Ms JL Fubbs 

 
9.20-9.40 Creation of a consultative joint civil society platform for the 

implementation of the EU - South AfricaDC EPA - Henna Virkkunen, Ms 
JL Fubbs 

 
9.40-10.00 Education - Sabine Verheyen, Martina Dlabajová, Ms A Dreyer 
 
10.00-10.20 Infrastructure (including digital infrastructure) - Sabine Verheyen, Dr M 

Ndlozi 

 

 
**Joan Fubbs in the chair** 

 
10.20-10.40 The participation of South Africa in the new EU External Investment 

Plan for Sub-Saharan Africa - Markus Ferber, Mr B Radebe 

 

10.40-11.00 Outcomes of and follow-up to the 5th AU-EU Summit in Abidjan 
(November 2017), in particular on the "Africa Repatriation Fund" Mr B 
Radebe 

 
African “Single Sky” Mr EM Mlambo 

 
 
General 
 

11.00-11.25 Adoption of the Joint Statement 
 
11.25-11.30 Consideration of dates for the 26th South Africa - EU IPM 

 
**** 
* MEP 
* Member of South African Parliament 
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EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT 
 

DELEGATION FOR RELATIONS WITH SOUTH AFRICA 

 

25th Inter-Parliamentary Meeting EP/South Africa 

 

 

List of Participants 

 

 

Members of South African Parliament (5) 

1. Hon. Joan FUBBS 

2. Hon. Bheki RADEBE 

3. Hon. Musawenkosi MLAMBO 

4. Hon. Anchen DREYER 

5. Hon. Mbuyiseni NDLOZI 

 

Staff accompanying the visiting delegation (2) 

6. Ms Janine PAULSEN (Parliamentary Official) 

7. Ms Zokwanda MADALANE (Parliamentary Official) 

 

EP Delegation Members (10) 

8. Mr Hans VAN BAALEN (P) (ALDE) 

9. Mr Boris ZALA (1st VP) (S&D) 

10. Ms Sabine VERHEYEN (2nd VP) (EPP) 

11. Ms Martina DLABAJOVÁ (ALDE) 

12. Mr Markus FERBER (EPP) 

13. Mr Michael GAHLER (EPP) 

14. Mr Giovanni LA VIA (EPP) 

15. Mr Bernd LANGE (S&D) 

16. Ms Anthea MCINTYRE (ECR) 

17. Ms Henna VIRKKUNEN (EPP) 

 

EP Members (1) 

18. Mr Elmar BROK 

 

South African Embassy to the EU (1) 

19. Ms Suhayfa ZIA, Minister Plenipotentiary at South African Embassy to Belgium and 

Luxembourg and Mission to the European Union 

 

EC (1) 

20. Mr Roberto CECUTTI, Trade Affairs Officer - Trade relations with Southern Africa 



PE614.450v01-00 22/22 CR\1150798EN.docx 

EN 

 

Political Groups (4) 

21. Ms Catarina CALDEIRA DA SILVA (EPP) 

22. Mr Tomas GOLDSTEIN (EPP) 

23. Rose BAGUDU (S&D) 

24. David BATT (ECR) 

25. Willem VANDEN BROUCKE (ALDE) 

 

Protocol Unit (2) 

26. Ingrid PONCE 

27. Damien BLONDEAU 

 

DG EXPO Officials (3) 

28. Ms Rosemary OPAČIĆ 

29. Mr Rok KOŽELJ 

30. Ms Niina VÄÄNÄNEN 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

EPP: Group of the European People's Party - Groupe du Parti Populaire Européen 

S&D: Group of the Progressive Alliance of Socialists & Democrats - Groupe de L'Alliance et Progressiste des 

Socialistes et Démocrates 

ECR: The European Conservatives and Reformists group - Conservateurs et réformistes européens 

ALDE: Alliance for Liberals and Democrats for Europa - Alliance des Démocrates et des Libéraux pour 

l'Europe 

GUE: European United Left/Nordic Green Left - Gauche Unitaire Européenne/Gauche Verte Nordique 

GREENS/EFA: The Greens/European Free Alliance - Les Verts/Alliance Libre européenne (ALE) 

EFDD: Europe of freedom and direct democracy Group - Groupe Europe de la liberté et de la démocratie directe 

ENF: Europe of Nations and Freedoms - Europe des Nations et des Libertés (ENL) 


