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Foreword - STOA annual report 2010
The world is increasingly driven by scientific progress. We enjoy the benefits of Science 
and Technology (S&T) in every aspect of our lives, as we work, travel, eat, communicate 
and relax. But as science continues to move further and faster, there is a growing need for 
legislators and policy-makers to rely on independent, impartial and accessible information 
about developments in S&T, the opportunities they offer, but also the risks they entail and 
their ethical implications.

The launch of STOA (Science and Technology Options Assessment) in 1987 was the 
European Parliament's response to this need.

STOA has come a long way since then. Initially set up as an 18-month pilot project, 
STOA has followed an evolution ever since, reflecting that of the European Union (EU) 
and its Parliament and, in a more general context, that of S&T in modern society. In the 
course of this evolution, STOA consolidated its role and became firmly rooted in the 
European Parliament's structure as a reference point for S&T advice and Technology 
Assessment.

The STOA Panel that I have the honour to chair has indicated six long-term orientations, 
following the work accomplished in 2009 and the vote that took place on 20 May 2010:

1. Deployment of sustainable transport systems.

2. Sustainable management of natural resources.

3. Assessment of the impacts of new and emerging Information, Communication, 
Security and Safety Technologies.

4. Assessment of the impacts of the latest development and future prospects in health 
and life improvements.

5. Development of appropriate policies for the protection of intellectual property and 
copy rights.

6. Development of policies for efficiently promoting ‘research and innovation’.

While pursuing these six main orientations, STOA will continue to strive for the highest 
quality possible as regards the sound science underpinning its products and activities, and 
their effective and timely contribution to Parliament's work.

Finally, I was particularly happy to cooperate, within the STOA Bureau, with STOA 
Vice-Chairmen António Fernando Correia De Campos and Malcolm Harbour, and Vice-
President Silvana Koch-Mehrin, whose commitment and determination crucially helped 
me ensure the fulfilment of STOA's ambitions for the 7th legislative period. I take the 
opportunity to welcome Giles Chichester, the new Vice-President responsible for STOA, 
who joined in 2011 and whose valuable experience will surely enrich the work of the 
STOA Bureau.

Paul Rübig
STOA Chairman
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Executive Summary

This Annual Report covers the period from 1 January to 31 December 2010.

Chapter 1 outlines the mission of STOA, its objectives within the European Parliament
(EP), its working methodology and finally its main priorities and long-term orientations 
(as established following the work accomplished in 2009 and the vote on new project 
proposals that took place during the STOA Panel meeting of 20 May 2010).

Chapters 2 to 7 present the STOA activities that took place in 2010, their status (interim / 
final reports, workshops, presentations) at the end of the year and the outlook for 2011. 
The domains concerned are:

1. Deployment of sustainable transport systems.

2. Sustainable management of natural resources.

3. Impacts of new and emerging Information, Communication, 
Security and Safety Technologies.

4. Latest development and future prospects in health and life improvements.

5. Development of appropriate policies for the protection of intellectual
property and copy rights.

6. Development of policies for efficiently promoting ‘research and
innovation’.

The STOA activities included, for all the domains listed above:

- the realisation of long-term studies,

- the organisation of workshops and conferences on specific topics of interest to 
Members of the European Parliament (MEPs),

- participation of experts and MEPs in external events.

At the end of 2010, a total of 9 projects were ongoing, of which 6 were initiated in 2010:

- Eco-efficient transport systems

- Smart Grids/Energy grids

- Security of e-government systems

- Copyrights in a (Digital) Single Market

- Technology across borders

- Technological impacts of knowledge transfer from Public Research Organisations
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STOA organised 11 S&T workshops/conferences inside the EP and contributed to the 
organisation of an additional 8 other ones sponsored by third parties. It contributed to 
more than 14 events organised externally, providing participants, guest speakers or 
facilitators.

Chapter 8 summarises the execution of the 2010 budget which was € 650.000:

- 77% of the funds were spent as initially planned beginning of 2010.

- The balance (23%) was not spent due to the planning changes decided during the 
year.
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1. Presentation of STOA

1.1. Mission

STOA provides Parliament's committees and other parliamentary bodies concerned with 
independent, high-quality and scientifically impartial studies and information for the 
assessment of the impact of possibly introducing or promoting new technologies and it 
identifies, from the technological point of view, the options for the best courses of action 
to take.

1.2 Working methodology

The STOA Panel decides on all STOA's activities. It meets at each plenary session in 
Strasbourg:

- to review the status of the execution of approved projects,

- to initiate new activities corresponding to the needs of the STOA Panel,

- to review and approve the deliverables of ongoing projects.

The STOA Panel is composed of 15 members with the right to vote:

- the Vice-President of Parliament responsible for STOA;

- four members nominated by the Committee on Industry, Research and Energy;

- two members nominated by the Committee on Employment and Social Affairs;

- two members nominated by the Committee on the Environment, Public Health and 
Food Safety;

- two members nominated by the Committee on the Internal Market and Consumer
Protection;

- two members nominated by the Committee on Transport and Tourism;

- two members nominated by the Committee on Agriculture.

The work of the STOA Panel is prepared by the STOA Bureau (composed of 4 Members). 
STOA Bureau meetings are held in camera, whereas the STOA Panel ones are open to the 
public.

The STOA secretariat executes the decisions of the STOA Panel with the assistance of 
external contractors. Each project launched is supervised by a Panel member. External 
experts are selected by STOA based on the skills needed for the STOA projects and in
line with the financial regulation of EU institutions. The list of current multi-annual 
framework service contracts is shown in Chapter 10 (‘Ongoing contracts’).
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1.3 Panel and Bureau members

The members of the STOA Panel and the STOA Bureau are appointed at the beginning of 
each parliamentary term for a renewable two-and-a-half-year period.

STOA PANEL AND STOA BUREAU MEMBERS (2010)
Panel Member Committe

e
Panel Member Committee

Paul RÜBIG
(EPP, AT)
Chairman
STOA Bureau 
member

ITRE Giovanni LA VIA
(EPP, IT)

AGRI

Silvana KOCH-
MEHRIN
(ALDE, DE)
STOA Bureau 
member

EP
Vice-
President

Ria OOMEN 
RUIJTEN
(EPP, NL)

EMPL

Antonio. F. 
CORREIA DE 
CAMPOS (S&D, PT)
1st Vice-Chairman
STOA Bureau 
member

IMCO Vittorio PRODI
(S&D, IT)

ENVI

Malcolm HARBOUR 
(ECR, UK)
2nd Vice-Chairman
STOA Bureau 
member

IMCO Teresa RIERA 
MADURELL
(S&D, ES)

ITRE

Philippe 
LAMBERTS
(Greens/EFA, BE)

ITRE Csaba Sándor
TABAJDI
(S&D, HU)

AGRI

Françoise CASTEX
(S&D, FR)

EMPL Salvatore 
TATARELLA
(EPP, IT)

ENVI

Jorgo 
CHATZIMARKAKIS
(ALDE, DE)

ITRE Silvia Adriana 
TICAU
(S&D, RO)

TRAN

Dieter-Lebrecht 
KOCH
(EPP, DE)

TRAN AGRI: Agriculture and Rural Development
EMPL: Employment and Social Affairs
ENVI: Environment, Public Health and Food Safety
IMCO: Internal Market and Consumer Protection
ITRE: Industry, Research and Energy
TRAN: Transport and Tourism



PE 460.354 STOA Annual Report 2010

STOA Annual Report 201010

1.4 Long-term orientations and priorities

The priorities of STOA in 2010 were concentrated in 6 main domains which resulted from 
the work accomplished in 2009 and the vote that took place during the Panel meeting on 
20 May 2010.

1. Deployment of sustainable transport systems.

2. Sustainable management of natural resources.

3. Impacts of new and emerging Information, Communication, 
Security and Safety Technologies.

4. Latest development and future prospects in health and life improvements.

5. Development of appropriate policies for the protection of intellectual
property and copy rights.

6. Development of policies for efficiently promoting ‘research and
innovation’.

For each of these domains the STOA activities included:

- execution of long-term projects delivering in-depth studies,

- organisation of workshops and conferences on specific topics of interest to MEPs,

- hosting of external events related to S&T,

- participation in external conferences as guest speakers or experts,

- organisation of external visits or meetings with external guests visiting the EP.

In 2010, STOA gave several presentations to the ENVI, TRAN, IMCO and DEVE 
Committees to inform them of its mission and objectives, and to explore possible future 
areas of long-term cooperation.
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2. Deployment of sustainable transport systems

2.1 Technology Options Assessment for Sustainable Urban Transport

Project Supervisors: 

- Malcolm Harbour

- Silvia-Adriana Ţicău

Project duration: December 2009 - December 2011

2.1.1 Project definition

This long-term project examines, from an innovation-oriented angle, the technologies 
responding to the complexity and interdependence of the different types of urban travel 
systems. The project provides:

- an inventory of both existing and future technology options in urban transport,

- an overview of the scientific knowledge about the potential impacts of urban 
transport systems on health and environment,

- an analysis of the socio-economic context in which new technologies and 
innovations are being or will be implemented,

- an analysis of users' motivations and behaviours that are relevant for the successful 
implementation of technological and organisational innovations in urban transport.

2.1.2 Project status end of 2010

 January 2010 - Project kickoff

 April 2010 - Phase 1: Scoping report

 July 2010 - Presentation of the Scoping report to the STOA Panel

 October 2010 - Phase 2: Interim report on technologies

 7 December 2010 - Workshop to present the results of phase 2 (as part of the 
Annual Lecture 2010)

2.1.3 Project outlook for 2011

 March 2011 - Phase 3: Changing paradigms and promising innovation pathways

 September 2011 - Phase 4: Report on empirical findings - September 2011

 December 2011 - Phase 5: Final report
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2.2 Eco-efficient transport futures for Europe

Supervisors:

- Malcolm Harbour

- Silvia-Adriana Ţicău

Project duration:  December 2010 - December 2012

2.2.1 Project definition

This long-term project focuses on the implications of the new emerging eco-efficient 
transport concept and its impact on society and on related developments of the transport 
demand. The project addresses the following areas:

- exploration of alternative fuels and propulsions systems,
- possible use of emerging ICT technologies in support of eco-efficient mobility,

- need for new infrastructural approaches,
- need for innovative business models, such as car sharing,

- specific issues related to maritime transport.
Some possible future scenarios will be developed with key experts and stakeholders 
which will be then be discussed with citizens “to assess their likely impact on their 
behaviour”. The project will provide an updated synthesis of all work done by STOA in 
similar areas in the recent past.

2.2.2 Project status end of 2010

This project is scheduled for 2011, but the initial preparation work started end of 2010 
and was funded out of the 2010 budget.

2.2.3 Project outlook for 2011 and 2012

 January 2011 - Project kickoff

 April 2011 - Phase 1: Scoping report

 October 2011 - Phase 2a: Assessing potentials of eco-efficient technologies and
concepts

 October 2012 - Phase 2b: Overview of potentials for an increased eco-efficiency 
in maritime shipping

 April 2012 - Phase 3: Designing scenarios on eco-efficient transport futures

 October 2012 - Phase 4: Discussion of scenarios with citizens

 December 2012 - Phase 5: Final report
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3. Sustainable management of natural resources

3.1 Smart Grids/Energy Grids

Supervisor: 

- Malcolm Harbour

Project duration: November 2010 - March 2012

3.1.1 Project definition

This medium-term project assesses the status of the current developments of smart electric 
grids and analyses the political, societal and economic implications related to their 
deployment in the EU electricity sector. The project provides:

- an overview of the EU existing research initiatives on smart grids technology and 
identification of the possible policy issues related to their deployment,

- an analysis of the potential role of smart grids in enhancing the share of renewable
energy sources in the European generation mix,

- an analysis of the economic and regulatory implications for smart grids 
deployment in relation to the liberalisation in the European electricity sector.

3.1.2 Project status end of 2010
 November 2010 - Project kickoff

3.1.3 Project outlook for 2011 and 2012

 January 2011 - Phase 1 : Scoping report

 March 2012 - Phase 2: Final report

3.2 Energy Foresight Network Project - Final conference

Welcome:

- Jerzy Buzek, MEP, President of the European Parliament

Chairs:

- Paul Rübig, António F. Correia De Campos, Malcolm Harbour

This conference, hosted by STOA on 7 and 8 June 2010, was the final event of the 
‘Energy Foresight Network project’ (EFONET), to which STOA had contributed since its
beginning. This project, funded under the EU 7th Research Framework Programme (FP7),
has explored what are the possible energy futures in order to build visions of what could 
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be transition scenarios toward a European Sustainable Energy Strategy with a secured 
energy future and low carbon emissions.
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4. Impacts of emerging ICT, Security and Safety Technologies 

4.1 Use electronic voting and other internet tools in EU countries

Supervisor:

- Silvana Koch-Mehrin

Project duration: December2009 - September 2011

4.1.1 Project definition

Since the late 1990s, the World Wide Web has become a ubiquitous phenomenon in the 
area of political communication in all developed democracies. The project assesses the 
potential of current and future Internet-based applications to:

- create and develop an European discussion sphere,

- improve the quality of citizens' political participation at the institutional level,

- improve the quality of democratic decision-making at the European level.

The existing practices are analysed and used as one of the key elements to identify 
possible long-term policy options for European decision-makers.

4.1.2 Project Status end of 2010

 January 2010 - Project kickoff

 March 2010 - Phase 1: Detailed project plan

 October 2010 - Phase 2: Theoretical framework and overview, in-depth selection 
of three areas

4.1.3 Project outlook for 2011

 17 March 2011 - Workshop on e-voting

 April 2011 - Phase 3 : Draft conclusion paper

 26 May 2011 - Workshop on e-participation

 September 2011 - Phase 4: Final report

4.2 Security of e-Government Systems

Supervisor:

- Silvia Adriana Ţicău



PE 460.354 STOA Annual Report 2010

STOA Annual Report 201016

Project duration: December 2010 - June 2012

4.2.1 Project definition

The objective of the project is to analyse the implications of the deployment of existing 
and future ‘e-Government systems’ both from a security and a personal data protection 
perspective. More specifically the project:

- Identifies existing implementations of national and international e-Government 
services in Europe, which are relevant to analyse for the purposes of this study.

- Analyses what are the relevant issues of security and personal data protection and 
what are the possible responses/solutions to these issues.

- Explores policy options for the implementation of ‘future advanced’ EU e-
Government services.

4.2.2 Project status end of 2010

This project was scheduled for 2011, but the initial preparation work started end of 2010 
and was funded out of the 2010 budget.

4.2.3 Project outlook for 2011 and 2012

 March 2011 - Project kickoff

 May 2011 - Phase 1: First interim report

 October 2011 - Phase 2: Second interim report

 March 2012 - Phase 3: Third interim report

 April 2012 - Conference and debate with MEP and experts

 June 2012 - Phase 4: Final report

4.3 Governance and ethics of emerging ICT and Security Technologies

Welcome and introduction to the workshop:

- Jorgo Chatzimarkakis

This workshop, hosted by STOA on 18 November 2010 upon request of the European 
Commission (FP7 project), discussed early results of research and coordination projects 
funded under FP7, from the following perspectives:

- how our current understanding of data privacy may possibly have to change in the 
light of new emerging technologies,

- how data privacy may have to be weighed against other important ethical values 
related to security and practical convenience,
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- the relevant European directives and national legislation related to data privacy, 
data access to the public, and data confidentiality for security purpose.

4.4 Avoiding ash disruptions - Can technology help to manage air space 
better?

Chair:

- Paul Rübig

This workshop, organised by STOA on 23 June 2010, was decided following the major 
disruption of the European air traffic that took place in April 2010 due to the massive 
volcanic eruptions in Iceland. The workshop included speakers from the aeronautic 
industry, as well as meteorologists, Technology Assessment experts and Space (Earth 
observation) scientists. The conclusion of the workshop was that technology can indeed 
contribute towards better managing the security and safety risks related to such massive 
volcanic eruptions, with the objective to reduce air traffic disruptions as much as possible.

4.5 DTV4All workshop on a ‘Barrier-Free Digital Television’

Welcome:

- Silvia-Adriana Ţicău

- Ádám Kósa

The workshop, hosted by STOA on 28 October 2010, was organised by the FP7 project 
DTV4All (Digital TV for all). The project aim is to facilitate the provision of services of 
digital television across the whole European Union for impaired people.

During the workshop, best practice solutions, financing considerations, as well as 
strategies for realising ‘barrier free’ access to digital television, were discussed.

4.6 ICT solutions for the real economy

Welcome and Introduction:

- Edit Herczog, MEP and EIF Governor

Closing remarks:

- Silvana Koch-Mehrin

This dinner debate was organised by the European Internet Foundation (EIF) in 
cooperation with STOA on 4 May 2010. The discussion focussed on how ICT solutions 
can play a crucial role in increasing the competitiveness of European Industry in an ever-
increasing number of sectors. This debate also showcased concrete success stories, as well 
as a futuristic vision of how ICT solutions could be further transforming our economy.
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5. Health and life improvements 

5.1 Making perfect life

Supervisors: 

- Malcolm Harbour

- Vittorio Prodi

Project duration: August 2009 - November 2011

5.1.1 Project definition

This long-term project provides insight into a broad spectrum of developments in S&T, 
from modifying existing living organisms to synthesising new life forms, and from 
improving the mind to brain-machine interaction and artificial intelligence. These 
developments refer to a mutually empowering set of advanced research areas and key 
technologies, including nanotechnology, biotechnology, information technology, and the 
neurosciences.

The project aims to offer policy-makers a ‘trans-technological’ view on existing research 
efforts and networks, while also providing the tools and inputs for discussing wider policy 
implications across existing research themes and the various social, ethical and legal 
issues that are connected to these new technological skills.

5.1.2 Project status end of 2010

 August 2009 - Project kickoff

 October 2009 - Brainstorming meeting with project partners and stakeholders

 November 2009 - Phase 1: Project plan

 October 2010 - Phase 2: Monitoring report on Bio-Engineering in the 21st century

 November 2010 - Conference on Bio-Engineering in the 21st Century

 December 2010 - Report on the Bio-Engineering in the 21st Century conference.

5.1.3 Project outlook for 2011

 June 2011 - Phase 3: Delivery of 4 in-depth reports on bio-sciences (2) and info- /
cogno-sciences (2)

 September 2011 - Final report

 October 11th 2011 - Workshop for the presentation and discussion on the main 
findings of the whole project
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5.2 Nanosafety

Supervisors: 

- Reinhard Bütikofer

- Vittorio Prodi

Project duration: December 2009 - November 2011

5.2.1 Project definition

The project explores the major challenges and uncertainties which need to be tackled for 
the establishment of risk assessment procedures (toxicology, exposure and hazard 
assessments, life cycle assessment, analytics, and others) related to the potential 
environmental, health and safety (EHS) risks of engineered nanomaterials (ENM).

The project focuses on two important perspectives of regulation: Risk management 
strategies for ENM as discussed or proposed for the EU or its Member States, and risk 
communication problems and needs for EHS risks of ENM.

5.2.2 Project status end of 2010

 January 2010 - Project kickoff

 Mars 1010 - Phase 1: Project description

 October 2010 - Phase 2: Report on Risk Management

 December 2010 - Presentation of the report on Risk Management to the STOA 
Panel

5.2.3 Project outlook for 2011

 July 2011: Report on risk communication strategies

 October 2011 - Phase 3: Final report on the project findings

 November 21st 2011: Workshop on the project findings
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5.3 Road map for ageing research

Chairs: 

- Paul Rübig

- António F. Correia De Campos

The workshop was hosted by STOA on 11 May 2010. It provided a strategic overview of 
the current state and the future requirements for European ageing research. The event was 
attended by over 150 participants from the EU and national institutions, academia, and 
public and private research organisations.

The presentations addressed, with a multi-disciplinary approach, the research topics being 
explored in the FP7 project FUTURAGE (which aims at defining a road map of priorities 
for ageing research for the next 10 to 15 years).

The final discussion focused on the social and financial challenges raised by the 
progressive ageing of the European population.
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5.4 Nanomedecine in Europe: presently and for the future

Chair:

- António F. Correia De Campos

The workshop, organised by the European Commission as part of an FP7 project, was 
hosted by STOA on 2 June 2010. It focused on the possible impacts and consequences of 
this new field, as well as on the regulatory actions required.

This event demonstrated the need to take the right action now, in order to facilitate the 
development of these innovations and to correctly position the EU for the future, in terms 
of:

- research and development

- promotion and development of healthcare industries

- patient care and services

5.5 Hearing on health-related research infrastructures

Chair:

- Paul Rübig

On the 26 October 2010, STOA hosted a hearing in the European Parliament entitled 
‘Health-related Research Infrastructures and their contribution to the EU’s Grand 
Challenges’, presenting three research infrastructures:
- the Biobanking and Biomolecular Resources Research Infrastructure (BBMRI)
- the European Clinical Research Infrastructures Network (ECRIN)
- the European Research Infrastructure on Highly Pathogenic Agents (ERINHA).

The purpose of the Hearing was to determine how the EU’s biological and medical 
science research infrastructures would contribute to key health-related strategic policy 
priorities, such as sustainable health care, particularly in the context of an ageing 
population, pandemics, innovation, and European cohesion.

The hearing situated the health-related research infrastructures in the medical and research 
context of the EU, touching upon the role of the European Strategy Forum on Research 
Infrastructures (ESFRI), the industry perspective, financing mechanisms, the European 
Commission actions and point of view, and international cooperation issues.
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5.6 The impact of EU GMO regulations on biotechnology research for 
the public good

Chair:

- Antonio F. Correia de Campos

On 25 February 2010, STOA and the Public Research and Regulation Initiative (PRRI) 
organised a seminar on the impact of EU GMO regulations on research in biotechnology 
for the public good, to strengthen sustainable agricultural production, to improve health 
care and contribute environmental protection.

The seminar primarily addressed the potential of and constraints to public sector research 
in green biotechnology and discussed how current regulations and policies impact the 
potential for public biotechnology research.

The seminar, which was held in the European Parliament, was attended by over 150 
participants from the Parliament, the European Commission, Governments, Permanent 
Representations to the EU, academia, government research institutes, international 
research institutes, and people from various non-governmental organisations and 
companies.
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5.7 Brain Awareness Week at the European Parliament

Chair:

- Paul Rübig

On 16 March 2010, STOA organised a conference by Prof. Karl Friston FRS, Scientific 
Director of the Functional Imaging Laboratory at the University College London, on how 
the brain works and the recent advances in the theory of brain function, as the quest to 
understand the most complex object in the known universe is still going on despite all the 
progress made so far. What is still missing, though, is an overarching theory of how the 
brain works like Einstein’s general theory of relativity.

This conference covered the latest development in:
- the mathematical modelling of the functioning brain and the related supporting theories,
- measuring brain function,
- imaging the brain.
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6. Intellectual property and copy rights policies

6.1 Copyright in a (Digital) Single Market

Project supervisor:

-  Paul Rübig

Project duration: July 2010 - November 2010

6.1.1 Project definition
The project aimed to contribute to the ongoing discussion of important IPR-related topics 
from a political perspective. It addressed and analysed some of the current challenges in 
the field of copyright. It also tackled issues of a more general nature, such as 
harmonisation and enforcement issues across the Member States and in particular the 
challenges that arise in the area of the ‘digital economy’.

6.1.2 Project status at the end of 2010
Report realised in October 2010 and workshop organised at the 2nd European Innovation 
Summit, European Parliament, Brussels on 12 October 2010.
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7. Development of research and innovation policies

7.1 Technology across borders

Supervisor:

- Csaba Tabajdi

Project duration: January 2010 - October 2011

7.1.1 Project definition

The main objective of this long-term project is to analyse current Parliamentary practices 
in EU Member States related to Parliamentary Technology Assessment (PTA), and then 
to define what could be the elements of an integrated process of PTA at the European 
level. The assessment of current practices focuses on the following issues:

- Institutional approaches

- Theories and methodologies followed

- Impacts on policy and decision-making processes

The definition of the elements of a future integrated process will focus on the following 
issues:

- Identification of the main beneficiaries and their needs
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- Possible benefits of a shared common European vision

- Positioning the concept of European Technology Assessment projects compared to 
national ones

- Identification of possible new forms of scientist-politician interaction

- Recommendations for the development of policies related to S&T

7.1.2 Project Status end of 2010

 January 2010 - Project kickoff

 29th June 2010 - Workshop on the overview of existing (P)TA practices in Europe

 September 2010 - Phase 1: Final report, part I

7.1.3 Project outlook in 2011

 September 7th 2011 - Workshop on the final study results

 October 2011 - Phase 2: Final report, part II

7.2 Technological impacts of knowledge transfer from Public Research 
Organisations

Supervisor: 

- Salvatore Tatarella

Project duration: January 2010 - February 2012

7.2.1 Project definition

The project analyses the real impacts of current knowledge transfer practices from Public 
Research Organisations toward the industry, its strengths and weaknesses, its 
technological and regional breakdown.

It attempts to assess what is the actual level of matching between what the scientists are 
doing and what society needs or can use, taking into account:

- the current capacity of the industry to absorb research knowledge from the public 
sector

- the identification of common research areas between the industry and the public 
sector

- the effects induced by market dynamics

- other unidentified constraints at this stage
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Based on these findings, the project aims to identify what could be the key elements of 
future EU policies.

7.2.2 Project status end of 2010

 January 2010 - Project kickoff

 September 16th 2010 - Workshop on ‘Increasing Impacts of Technology Transfer 
from Research’

 October 2010 - Phase 1: Report on ‘Technology Transfer Offices and Knowledge 
Transfer from Public Research Organisations’

7.2.3 Project outlook in 2011 and 2012

 December 6th 2011 - Workshop about final study results

 January 2012 - Phase 2: Final report

7.3 STOA-JRC high-level coordination meeting

STOA Panel participants:

- Paul Rübig

- Antonio F. Correia de Campos

- Malcolm Harbour

- Vittorio Prodi

- Silvia Adriana Ţicău

A strategic meeting between STOA and the Joint Research Centre of the European 
Commission (JRC) took place on 14 October 2010 with the objective to discuss the long-
term collaboration between the two organisations. The following actions were agreed:

1. The JRC will identify societal, scientific or technical issues which may require 
attention by the EU Institutions. STOA Panel members will be invited to the JRC 
anticipation workshops.

2. The JRC will contribute to the scientific and independent evaluation, and to the 
peer-review of STOA projects and studies, as well as to the drafting of opinions.

3. The JRC and STOA will hold regular exchanges of views, notably on the JRC 
Work Programme for 2011.

4. The JRC will participate in STOA workshops and conferences, and will provide 
speakers.

5. The JRC will be present at STOA Panel meetings, and it will present the status of 
its activities and the scientific reports that are of interest to STOA.
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6. The JRC and STOA will hold annual high-level coordination meetings.

7.4 Participation in the EuroScience Open Forum 2010

Participants:

- Paul Rübig

- Antonio F. Correia de Campos

- Malcolm Harbour

- Vittorio Prodi

STOA, in cooperation with other EPTA (European Parliamentary Technology Assessment 
network) partners, coordinated the EPTA participation at the 4th EuroScience Open 
Forum (ESOF2010) that took place from 2 to 7 July 2010 in Turin.

STOA contributed to the coordination of the following activities:

- round table discussions about ‘How technology assessors can best stimulate the 
political debate’,

- scientific discussions/meetings between MEPs, scientists and the public,

- EPTA exhibition stand.

7.5 Dinner with Congressman Bart Gordon, 12 July 2010

STOA Panel Participants:

- Paul Rübig

- Jorgo Chatzimarkakis

- Teresa Riera Madurell

On Monday, 12 July 2010, STOA organised a dinner with Congressman Bart Gordon, 
Chairman of the Committee on Science and Technology of the US House of 
Representatives. The meeting allowed an exchange of views on several organisational 
matters common to both institutions and as well as an exchange of the best practices.
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7.6 Final event of 2WAYS project, 1 December 2010

Chairs:

- Paul Rübig

- Silvana Koch-Mehrin

On 1 December 2010, STOA contributed to the organisation of the final event of the 
2WAYS project which was coordinated by EUSCEA, the European Science Events 
Association, and funded by the European Union under the 7th Framework Programme. 
The main objective of the project was to engage European citizens for new and also 
controversial issues of modern life sciences using science presentations for the general 
public and by organizing Science Parliaments for young people in 30 science festivals.

The main purpose of the final event was to:

- Conduct a plenary session of the Young Europeans Science Parliament at the EP,
- Organise the final ceremony and reception at the European Parliament.

The event was combined with an exhibition organised at the Royal Belgian Institute of 
Natural Sciences.
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8. Annual lecture 2010

Chairs: 

- Silvana Koch-Mehrin

- Paul Rübig

The 9th STOA Annual Lecture took place on 7 December 2010 at the European 
Parliament and was focused on the subject ‘Is an oil free future possible?’ The event 
lasted a full day and included three presentations by worldwide renowned specialists, a 
cocktail for all participants, as well as a lunch and a dinner for guest speakers, the STOA 
Panel and invited guests.

Speakers and topics presented:

1. Shai Agassi, Founder and CEO of ‘Better Place’ - ‘How to run a country 
without oil?’

2. Prof. Dr Paul Crutzen, Max-Planck-Institute for Chemistry, Nobel Prize in 
Chemistry 1995 - ‘Atmospheric Chemistry and Climate in the Anthropocene’

3. Prof. George Oláh, University of Southern California, Nobel Prize in 
Chemistry 1994 (via video link) - ‘Technological carbon cycle based methanol 
economy for a sustainable future’
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9. External visits / Attendance at workshops/conferences

9.1 STOA delegations and informal visits

 Visit to BASF Agricultural Research Centre, 11 February 2010, Limburgerhof,
Germany
Participants: Paul Rübig, Malcolm Harbour, António Fernando Correia de 
Campos, Vittorio Prodi, Csaba Sándor Tabajdi, Giovanni La Via.

 Visit to CERN (European Organisation for Nuclear Research), 27-28 May 2010,
Geneva
Participants: António F. Correia de Campos, Malcolm Harbour, Rafal 
Trzaskowski, MEP, member of IMCO Committee, Edvard Kožušník, MEP, 
member of IMCO Committee.

 Science and Technology in Society (STS) forum, 3-5 October 2010, Kyoto.
Participants: Paul Rübig, Antonio F. Correia de Campos, Teresa Riera Madurel.

 Visit to Offshore Basis in Cuxhaven, 11 October 2010, Niedersachsen
Participants: Paul Rübig, Antonio F. Correia de Campos.

 Visit to the ITU-JRC, Karlsruhe, 21 October 2010
Participants: Paul Rübig, Antonio F. Correia de Campos, Malcolm Harbour, Giles 
Chichester, MEP, member of ITRE Committee.

 EPTA Council and Conference, 2-3 November 2010, Copenhagen
Participant: Paul Rübig.

 Visit to the Deutsche Post DHL Innovation Center in Bonn, 25 November 2010
Participants: Paul Rübig, Antonio F. Correia de Campos.

9.2 Attendance at workshops/conferences by the STOA Secretariat

 EFONET workshop, 23 February 2010, Brussels

 EPTA Practitioner's meeting, 3-5 May 2010, Germany

 EPTA Directors' meeting, 10 -12 May 2010, Denmark

 Scanning for Emerging Science and Technology Issues (SESTI) workshop,
26 October 2010, Brussels

 The Strategic Energy Technology (SET) Plan Conference 2010, 15-16 November
2010, Brussels
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10. Budget execution

10.1 Ongoing contracts

STOA signed in 2009 a multi-annual framework contract covering the delivery of 
technological and scientific expertise in the following areas:

Lot Contractor(s)

1 – Energy 1) ISIS
2) KIT

2 – Transport 1) KIT
2) Consultrans

3 – Environment
(including Climate Change)

1) IEEP
2) KIT

4 – ICT and Information Society 1) KIT

5 – Nanoscale science and technology (including industrial 
applications)

1) KIT
1) IVAM UvA BV

6 – Life-sciences and human well-being 1) KIT

7 – Agriculture, food and biotechnology 1) KIT

8 – Science Technology and Innovation Policy 1) Technopolis
2) KIT

KIT - Karlsruhe Institute of Technology -Hermann-von-Helmholtz-Platz 1, D-76344 
Eggenstein - Leopoldshafen, Germany

IEEP - Institute for European Environmental Policy - 15 Queen Anne’s Gate, London 
SW1H 9BU, United Kingdom (UK)

ISIS - Institute of Studies for the Integration of Systems - Via Flaminia, 21, I-00196 
Rome, Italy

IVAM UvA - Interfaculty Environmental Science Department of the University of 
Amsterdam - P.O. Box 18180, 1001 ZB Amsterdam,The Netherlands

Consultrans - Serrano 6, 2nd floor, E-28001 Madrid, Spain.

Technopolis, 3 Pavilion Buildings, Brighton, BN1 1EE, UK
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10.2 Execution of the STOA expertise budget (budget sub-item 3200-04)

Funds available : € 650,000
Funds spent in 2010 : € 498,812
Unspent : € 151,188

Execution of the STOA budget : 76.7%
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