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Words by the Chair
The LIBE investigation into the 
Facebook and Cambridge 
Analytica case is now underway, 
following the initial meeting in 
May between founder and CEO 
of Facebook, Mark Zuckerberg, 
and EP President Antonio 
Tajani, political group leaders, 
LIBE Rapporteur and myself as 
LIBE Chair. These hearings, in 
association with AFCO, JURI 
and ITRE Committees, will 
provide a clearer picture of the 
serious allegations and worrying 
facts ensuring from the scandal. 
The first part of the set of three 
hearings has already helped us 
to better understand the case 
and to map its main elements, 
and subsequent hearings will 
focus on the consequences for 
privacy and data protection, 
electoral processes consumer 
trust in digital and cyber security 
and what possible solutions can 
be implemented going forward.

In the area of asylum and 
migration, while we are 
progressing on some files of the 
Common European Asylum 
System (CEAS) reform, we are 
still waiting for the Council to 
adopt its position on Dublin. 
Reforming the CEAS in the spirit 
of solidarity and responsibility 
remains the biggest challenge 
and opportunity we have before 
the next EP elections.
Claude MORAES

 

 

 

 

Facebook/Cambridge Analytica case

As was decided during the Conference of Presidents on 12 April, LIBE would conduct an 
investigation and organise several hearings to have a complete picture of the facts of the 
Facebook/Cambridge Analytica case. On 22 May the Conference of Presidents, the Chair of 
the Conference of Committees Chairs and the Chair and Rapporteur of LIBE held a meeting 
with Mark Zuckerberg regarding the use of Facebook users’ data by Cambridge Analytica and 
the impact on EU citizens’ data protection.

Following up on this, the first hearing to discuss the issue was organised on Monday 4 June. 
During this hearing the speakers discussed the background of the Facebook/Cambridge 
Analytica case in order to pave the way to hold two other sessions that would focus on the 
actual consequences and possible solutions. The speakers included Carole Cadwalladr 
(journalist at the Guardian, who broke the story on the Cambridge Analytica scandal), 
Christopher Whylie (whistle-blower, who was the former Director of Research at Cambridge 
Analytica), Sandy Parakilas (former Operations Manager at Facebook), Elizabeth Denham 
(Information Commissioner) and James Dipple-Johnstone (Deputy Commissioner Operations) 
of ICO UK and lastly, Professor David Carroll (Associate Professor at the Parsons School of 
Design in New York, who filed a legal challenge in the UK against Cambridge Analytica). The 
speakers were able to shed some light on the background situation and their findings 
regarding the Facebook/Cambridge Analytica case.

The second hearing will be held on Monday 25 June, which will focus on the specific 
consequences of the misuse of the case. During this, special attention will be paid to privacy 
and data protection implications (including applicable jurisdiction), the alleged impact on 
electoral processes, the consumer’s trust in online platforms and cybersecurity. This session 
will include Facebook representatives and experts.
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Working group with a general mandate to monitor the situation as regards Rule of 
Law and Fight against Corruption within the EU and address specific situations

The coordinators of the political groups of the LIBE 
Committee agreed to set up a Working Group with 
a general mandate to monitor the situation as 
regards Rule of Law and Fight against Corruption 
within the EU and address specific situations.

They have also decided on the practical modalities 
for the implementation of this Working Group that 
will cover relevant countries, such as Malta, in line 
with the general mandate.

This Working Group will build on the two ad hoc 
EP visits to Malta (December 2017) and Slovakia 
(March 2018) following the murders of the Maltese 
blogger and journalist Daphne Caruana Galizia, 
and the Slovakian journalist Jan Kuciak and his 
fiancée.

The task of the Working Group is to recommend 
specific actions, such as hearings, missions, 
meetings with stakeholders and possibly propose 
a resolution in the remit of their competences.

The mandate of this Working Group ends on 31 December 2018. This monitoring Working Group will look into aspects linked to the 
rule of law and fight against corruption such as the independence of judiciary and of law enforcement, media freedom and safety of 
investigative journalists, combatting fraud and money laundering.

One of the first actions recommended by the Working Group is the organisation of a hearing on "Rule of Law and safety of 
journalists" possibly on 11 July.

The group will be chaired by Sophia in ‘t Veld (ALDE). Other members will be Roberta Metsola (EPP), Josef Weidenholzer 
(S&D),  Anders Primdahl Vistisen (ECR), Judith Sargentini (Greens), Barbara Spinelli (GUE) and Laura Ferrara (EFDD). ENF has not 
yet appointed its representative.

 

 

 

 

Minimum standards for minorities in the EU

On 4 June, the LIBE Committee held an exchange of view of the 
 on Minimum Standards for Minorities in the EU by draft report

MEP József Nagy (EPP).

In line with the Council of Europe’s Parliamentary Assembly 
Recommendation 1201(1993), the draft report seeks to define 
the term “national minority” as a group of persons in a State who 
reside on the territory of that State, maintain longstanding, firm 
and lasting ties with that State, display distinctive ethnic, 
cultural, religious or linguistic characteristics, are sufficiently 
representative (although smaller in number than the rest of the 
population of that State or of a region of that State) and are 
motivated by a concern to preserve together that which 
constitutes their common identity, including their culture, their 
tradition, their religion or their language.

The draft report mainly addresses minority rights in the areas of 
cultural rights, right to education as well as language rights. It is 
now open for amendments by Members and will be voted in the LIBE Committee on 27 September.

In the context of LIBE’s work on the above Own-Initiative Report, LIBE invited Lina Vosyliute from Centre for European Policy Studies 
(CEPS) on 24 May to present the study she co-authored on a .Comprehensive EU Protection System for Minorities

This study was requested by LIBE as part of its 2017 annual research programme and published by the Parliament’s Policy 
Department for Citizen's Rights and Constitutional Affairs. It examines the opportunities and added value of developing a democratic 
rule of law and fundamental rights-based approach to the protection of minorities in the EU legal system, from an ‘intersectional’ 
viewpoint.

It also presents the state of play regarding the main challenges and gaps characterising the protection of ethnic, religious and 
linguistic minorities in a selection of 11 European countries, in light of existing international and regional legal standards as well as 
monitoring actors and instruments.
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Political agreements reached on eu-LISA and money laundering

A stronger mandate for EU’s IT Agency eu-LISA
On 24 May, the co-legislators  a political agreement reached
on the review of the  on the European Agency for Regulation

the operational management of large-scale IT systems in the area of freedom, security and 
justice (eu-LISA Regulation). The new rules will  the mandate of eu-LISA to strengthen
better address current migration and security challenges through IT systems.

Parliament and Council negotiators agreed that the reformed eu-LISA will have better 
capacities to improve and develop EU information systems for security, border 
management and migration, such as the entry-exit system (EES), the European travel 
information and authorisation system (ETIAS) and European Criminal Records Information 
System for Third Country Nationals and Stateless Persons (ECRIS-TCN) currently under 
negotiations. It will also develop technical solutions to achieve interoperability of EU 
information systems once the rules on interoperability have been adopted and it will deliver 
proactive advice and assistance to Member States on technical issues related to the 
existing or new IT systems, for example ad-hoc support to deal with migratory challenges. 
The LIBE Committee backed the informal agreement in a vote on Monday 11 June by 47 
votes to 4, with 6 abstentions. The agreed text now needs to be formally approved by the 
Parliament as a whole and the Council of the EU before entering into force. EP plenary is 
scheduled to vote on the agreed text in July.

***

New measures to step up EU fight against money laundering
The provisional agreement on strengthening criminal law 
measures to counter money laundering was  on 30 May reached
during the final trilogue in Strasbourg. The main objectives of the 

 are to establish minimum rules concerning the definition Directive
of criminal offences and sanctions relating to money laundering, to 
remove obstacles to cross-border judicial and police cooperation 
by setting common provisions to improve the investigation of money laundering related 
offences and to bring EU rules in line with international obligations.

The provisional agreement reached between the co-legislators provides for a maximum 
term of imprisonment of 4 years for money laundering activities as well as for the possibility 
of additional sanctions and measures to be imposed by Member States. Aggravating 
circumstances will apply to cases linked to criminal organisation or for offences conducted 
in the exercise of certain professional activities. The compromise also includes clear rules 
on establishing jurisdiction and cooperation between Member States in relation to cross 
border cases, including the involvement of Eurojust. The provisional agreement has been 
approved by the Council (Ambassadors’ level) on 7 June and will be put to the vote in the 
LIBE committee during its meeting of 9/10 July.

 

 

 

 

Documents adopted in LIBE

-  during trilogues on eu-Text agreed
LISA
-  on the EU-Motion for a Resolution
US Privacy Shield

***

LIBE-related resolutions in Plenary

-  on 2017 EU Justice Report
Scoreboard
-  on the functioning of the Report
Schengen area in 2017
-  on Minimum standards on Report
the rights, support and protection of 
victims of crime
- Reports on  and EU-Switzerland EU-

 agreements on Iceland
supplementary rules in relation to 
the instrument for financial support 
for external borders and visa
-  on Report lifting the remaining 
restrictions of the use of SIS in 
Bulgaria and Romania

Next LIBE meetings:

20-21 and 25 June - 2 and 9-11 
(tbc) July 2018

See , draft agendas meeting 
 and documents live broadcast

 

 

 

 

Motion for a resolution on the EU-US Privacy 
Shield adopted

On 11 June the LIBE Committee  a Motion for a adopted
Resolution on the adequacy of the protection afforded by the EU-

. The resolution is the result of the work US Privacy Shield
carried out by the LIBE Committee following the Commission's 
report and the Working Party 29 on the first annual joint review 
on the Privacy Shield arrangement. The LIBE Committee, in the 
light of the findings of the annual joint review, takes note of the 
improvements and of the efforts of the US authorities as well as 
of the important unresolved issues identified by these reports, as 
regards commercial, national security, law enforcement and 
institutional aspects of the Privacy Shield. It deplores that the 
Commission and the US competent authorities have not set up 
any action plan to address as soon as possible the deficiencies 
identified. Last it considers that currently the Privacy Shield does 
not provide the adequate level of protection required by Union 
law and the EU Charter. It thus calls on the Commission and on 
the US authorities to take all the necessary measures to ensure 
its compliance with EU law without delay and calls on the 
Commission to suspend the Privacy Shield as of 1 September 
2018 as long as the US authorities comply with its terms in full.

This Motion for a Resolution shall be considered by the 
Parliament during the Plenary part-session of July.

Joint debate on Security Package

On 17 April, the Commission 
published the 14  Security Union th

Progress report.

This report was accompanied by 
a set of legislative proposals 
aiming to facilitate cross-border 
access to electronic evidence 
and financial information for law 
enforcement authorities, 
measures to prevent document 
fraud and the use of false 
identities, and stronger rules on 
explosives precursors and 
controls on import and export of 
firearms.

On 11 June Members discussed 
with Commissioner King the different elements of the security 
package. Rapporteurs and shadows raised some initial 
questions and concerns.

Parliament will discuss each legislative in detail when the 
Parliamentary procedure of each file kicks off.

 

 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20180611IPR05525/deal-on-a-stronger-mandate-for-eu-s-it-agency-approved-by-civil-liberties-meps
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?lang=&reference=2017/0145(COD)
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20180522IPR04034/deal-on-a-stronger-mandate-for-eu-s-it-agency
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20180605IPR05049/eu-wide-penalties-for-money-laundering-deal-with-council
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?lang=en&reference=2016/0414(OLP)
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2017/0145(COD)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2018/2645(RSP)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?type=TA&reference=P8-TA-2018-0216&language=EN&ring=A8-2018-0161
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?type=TA&reference=P8-TA-2018-0228&language=EN&ring=A8-2018-0160
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?type=TA&reference=P8-TA-2018-0229&language=EN&ring=A8-2018-0168
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?type=REPORT&reference=A8-2018-0195&language=EN
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?type=TA&reference=P8-TA-2018-0251&language=EN&ring=A8-2018-0196
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?type=TA&reference=P8-TA-2018-0251&language=EN&ring=A8-2018-0196
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?type=TA&reference=P8-TA-2018-0253&language=EN&ring=A8-2018-0192
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/libe/draft-agendas.html
http://www.emeeting.europarl.europa.eu/committees/archives/201511/LIBE
http://www.emeeting.europarl.europa.eu/committees/archives/201511/LIBE
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/ep-live/en/committees/schedule?start-date=&end-date=&committee=LIBE
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20180611IPR05527/eu-us-privacy-shield-data-exchange-deal-us-must-comply-by-1-september-say-meps
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2018/2645(RSP)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2018/2645(RSP)&l=en
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LIBE events and missions
EP delegation visited Libya and Tunis

An official EP delegation  Libya and Tunis from 20 to 23 visited
May. Inés Ayala Sender, Chair of the delegation and of the 

DMAG), Delegation for relations with Maghreb countries ( Claude 
, Chair of LIBE, and Fabio Massimo Castaldo, Member of Moraes

DMAG, met with counterparts from the House of Representatives, 
led by Foreign Affairs Committee Chair Yousef Aghouri. They 
also met with Deputy Prime Minister Ahmed Maitiq, Foreign 
Minister Mohamed Taha Siala, and a delegation of the High State 
Council. Other meetings were held with representatives of 
UNSMIL, the IOM, UNHCR, and civil society, and the EU Head of 
Mission to Libya.

The discussions focused on Libya’s precarious political and 
economic situation and the support provided by the EU. 
According to the Chair, it became clear that only the return to 
security, stability, and social and economic growth in Libya would 
path the way for stable solutions to the migration challenges. An 
important request of the EP delegation was that Libya should 
progressively close the detention centres for migrants. In the 
meantime, a clear and transparent register of all persons 
disembarking in Libya should be set up. EU support to Libya and 
the Libyan Coast Guard has to focus on human rights.

***

Hearing on Trafficking of women and 
children in the context of migration

Scheduled on 21 June, the hearing 
aims to examine how much human 
trafficking into the EU is related to 
increased migration flows towards 
the EU. Organised in association 
with the Committee on Women’s 
Rights and Gender Equality, the 

meeting will focus on women and children, including 
unaccompanied minors, which are particularly targeted for 
trafficking, notably for prostitution and exploitation through various 
criminal activities. The first part of the meeting will tackle 
prevention and protection of victims, while the second part will 
turn to measures to combat Trafficking in Human Beings. 
Speakers will include representatives of specialist EU and 
intergovernmental institutions, such as IOM, OSCE, Europol and 
the EU Anti-trafficking Coordinator, but also of the academia and 
practitioners from NGOs.

Mini hearing on 
"Supporting Niger, key 
cross-road of 
migrations to the EU via 
Libya"

Organised in 
association with the 
DEVE committee, the 
mini-hearing was 
following the recent 
LIBE delegation visit to Niger from 2 to 6 April. Headed by LIBE 
Chair Claude Moraes, the delegation had been accompanied all 
along by Members of the National Assembly, with whom MEPs 
wished to establish a longer-term cooperation.

In this spirit, two Nigerien Parliamentarians - Ms Saminou and Mr 
Aghali, respectively Chair and Rapporteur of the Parliamentary 
Network on migrations -, were invited to the mini-hearing to share 
their knowledge of the . Also invited was situation on the ground
the Head of the EU delegation in Niger, Ambassador Raul 
Mateus Paula, representatives of international organisations 
(IOM, UNHCR), NGOs (the Red Cross and Médecins du Monde), 
as well as the European Commission (DG HOME Director for 
Strategy and General Affairs, Marta Cygan).

A transit rather than emigration country, Niger is seen as a very 
strong EU cooperation partner, rather stable and resilient in spite 
of the challenges it has to face - poverty, demography, security. 
Discussions stressed that the situations in Libya and Niger are 
interlinked and migration management in the region cannot be 
seen in isolation from the whole development situation and 
security issues.

Support needs to come in a comprehensive way, through long-
term development assistance and the strengthening of EU 
development aid.
 

Upcoming  hearings:
- Visa code and humanitarian visas (10 July) 
- Rule of Law and safety of journalists (11 July) 

Upcoming missions:
- Migration and border management - Ceuta/Melilla (16-18 July)
- Terrorism, visa reciprocity, data protection - Washington (16-20 July)

 

 

 

 

European Youth Event 2018
The third edition of the European Youth Event (EYE2018) took place on 1-2 June in the 
European Parliament in Strasbourg. This event, held every two years, is an opportunity for 
young Europeans to engage in a debate with decision-makers on the future of Europe.

Around 8,000 young people participated in inter-active dialogues and workshops, where 
they could propose solutions to overcome issues that exist in the sphere of European 
politics or that might arise in the future.

The LIBE Secretariat organised two sessions together with DG COMM, one dealing with 
cyber-attacks and one on preventing terrorism and radicalisation. The panel ‘Cyber-

 involved specialists like Aglika Klayn (Cybercrime  attacks: Not just a phantom menace’
Specialist at Europol EC3), Francesca Spidalieri (Senior Fellow at Pell Center), former 

hacker Mustafa Al-Bassam (researcher at University College London), and moderator Poisson Fécond (Video Creator on Youtube). 
The panel , included Rajan Basra (Research fellow at the International Centre for the ‘Europe’s Fight against terror: Die another day’
Study of Radicalisation) and Simón Cabrera Ebers (Project manager at Fryshuset), moderated by TV host Leila Ghandi.

The debate focused on what the EU should do in these areas, and both speakers and participants expressed their high level of 
interest, enthusiasm and commitment. The ideas stemming from the event will be presented in a follow-up “European Youth Hearing” 
to be hosted in LIBE in autumn 2018.

 

 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20180522IPR04048/mission-to-libya-the-ep-ready-to-support-the-national-dialogue-amongst-libyans
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20180524IPR04269/migrants-in-libya-a-more-human-and-coherent-eu-approach-is-needed
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20180524IPR04269/migrants-in-libya-a-more-human-and-coherent-eu-approach-is-needed
https://www.clingendael.org/pub/2017/turning_the_tide/1_the_transsaharan_migration_route/
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/ep-live/en/other-events/video?event=20180601-1330-SPECIAL-UNKN8
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/ep-live/en/other-events/video?event=20180601-1330-SPECIAL-UNKN8
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/ep-live/en/other-events/video?event=20180602-1100-SPECIAL-21
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News from Justice and Home Affairs agencies

EMCCDA. - European Drug Report 2018: Trends and 
Developments
On 7 June the EMCDDA released the 2018 edition of the 

 (EDR). This yearly publication gives an European Drug Report
overview of the drug phenomenon in Europe, covering drug 
supply, drug use and public health problems as well as drug 
policy and responses. The analysis is complemented by an 
online Statistical Bulletin and 30 Country Drug Reports. On 20 
June the EDR will be presented in LIBE by the EMCDDA 
Director.
 

***
 

Frontex. - High-level roundtable on Securing European Border 
and Coast Guard capabilities for both the short and the long term
The roundtable meeting was organised on 17 April for the 
Member States representatives in the context of significantly 
larger number of operations since 2015. The aim of the meeting 
was to assess e.g. how the Annual Bilateral Negotiations (ABN) 
can be improved and how can the limited resources of the 
Member States be mobilized in a better way and be managed 
more efficiently. The ABN process will be thoroughly analysed in 
order to be optimized.

 High-level roundtable on vulnerability assessment-
Frontex organised a High-level round table discussion on the 
development of the Vulnerability Assessment on 7 June in 
Warsaw. The aim of the meeting was to elaborate to the 

Member States high-level representatives the fundamentals of the assessment process and the need to develop the methodology. In 
addition, the Agency called on the Member States to allocate adequate resources to implement the process nationally. Next steps in 
the development of the Vulnerability Assessment will be the re-evaluation of the scope of the methodology and the adoption of the 
revised methodology in the Management Board in November.
 

***
 

EASO. - 2017 Annual General Report published
The European Asylum Support Office just released its Annual General Report for 2017. The document presents an overview of the 
Office’s sixth year of operation, supporting Member States to deal with the migratory challenges and continued pressure on their 
asylum and reception systems. The very high number of new applications for international protection persisted, which meant that a lot 
of work remained for the Agency. The increased focus that EASO had to place on operations in 2016 continued in 2017. In particular, 
the opening of the new EASO offices in Cyprus, Lesvos and Kos in 2017 highlighted EASO’s expanding role in operational support.

 EASO Info Day 2018 in the European Parliament - 10 July-
This year again the LIBE Secretariat is supporting the organisation of EASO’s Info Day in the European Parliament. This annual 
event, open to both Members and staff, is a way to learn more about the Office’s activities and raise questions to its representatives. 
It will take place on 10 July from 12.45 to 14.00 (room tbc).
 

***
 

FRA. Fundamental Rights Report 2018 discussed at LIBE- 
The FRA Director will present the key findings of FRA’s Fundamental Rights  2018 in the LIBE on 20 June.Report
This year the report’s focus chapter is dedicated to equal treatment for older people and respect for their fundamental rights. The 
Commission will also present its report on the application of the Charter of Fundamental Rights in the EU in 2017.

 - Introducing FRA’s research on big data, artificial intelligence and fundamental rights
The Agency introduced its project on Big Data, Artificial Intelligence and Fundamental Rights during ENISA’s Annual Privacy Forum 
in Barcelona on 13 and 14 June. It also presented its  on Discrimination in data-supported decision making. The FRA’s focus paper
Forum brought together participants with IT and legal expertise, from different backgrounds such as academia, civil society, 
businesses and EU institutions. Participants will discuss how technical innovations can contribute to better protection of privacy and 
personal data. The day after, FRA attended the Internet Privacy Engineering Network workshop organised by the European Data 
Protection Supervisor in Barcelona to discuss similar topics.
 

***
 
EUROJUST.  - Visit of JHA Counsellors
On 15 June, for the first time, Justice and Home Affairs Counsellors from 22 Member States  Eurojust, accompanied by visited
representatives of the Council and the Commission and the Minister of the Permanent Representation of Bulgaria to the European 
Union. They met with the President, Ladislav Hamran, the Vice-President, Klaus Meyer-Cabri, and members of the Eurojust National 
Desks. The purpose of their visit to The Hague was to get more first-hand knowledge about the roles and competences of Eurojust 
via presentations on migrant smuggling, terrorism and cybercrime cases in which Eurojust has played a major coordinating role, and 
insight into operational tools, institutional developments and budget-related matters.

 

 

http://www.emcdda.europa.eu/edr2018
http://fra.europa.eu/en/publication/2018/fundamental-rights-report-2018
http://fra.europa.eu/en/news/2018/4-possible-ways-avoid-big-data-bias
http://www.eurojust.europa.eu/press/News/News/Pages/2018/2018-06-18_Visit-JHA-counsellors.aspx
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News from the Presidency of the Council

Given the very limited results of the Justice and Home Affairs (JHA) Council meeting of 4-5 June in the 
search of a common position on the Dublin and Asylum Procedure Regulations, all eyes are now 
turned towards the European Council of 28-29 June. Cecilia Wikström, Rapporteur for the reform of the 
Dublin Regulation, had expressed her disappointment after the JHA meeting and stressed that “the 
June summit is the last viable point for the Council to reach an agreement on entering trilogues with the 

”. Will Heads of State manage to give a common direction to the European Parliament in this mandate
reform of the Common European Asylum System, opening the way to an agreement between co-
legislators before the end of the current mandate? Prospects are rather gloomy if mainstream news 
channels are to be trusted.

Also on the agenda of the summit are the internal and external dimensions of migration policy, as well 
as issues related to Brexit, EU-NATO cooperation ahead of the NATO summit in July and economy and finance (adoption of 
conclusions on several issues recently debated under the Leaders' Agenda, such as taxation, innovation and digital, endorsement 
of country specific recommendations under the 2018 European Semester, reform of the economic and monetary union).

News from CoE

On 6 June, the Council of Europe’s drug policy network (the 
), together with Eurojust, Europol, Interpol, Pompidou Group

OSCE and SELEC (South East European Law enforcement 
Centre), launched an online handbook designed to help drug 
enforcement officials increase the number of arrests of drug 
smugglers. The new online guidebook is expected to enhance 
co-operation across borders, and improve the international co-
ordination that is required to effectively carry out controlled 
delivery operations on illicit drugs.

On 8 June, the CoE’s expert group against human trafficking (
) published its  on Sweden. GRETA second evaluation report

The report assesses developments since GRETA's first 
 in May 2014 as regards the implementation of evaluation report

the CoE’s Convention on Action against Trafficking in Human 
Beings. According to the report, Sweden has made progress in 
a number of areas, in particular the development of the legal 
framework for combating human trafficking, the setting up of 
specialised anti-trafficking police units and the establishment of 
the National Support Programme which allows presumed 
victims of trafficking to receive assistance through the Platform 
Swedish Society against Human Trafficking.

On 14 June the Council of Europe has  a new launched
interactive  highlighting the positive impact of the website
European Convention on Human Rights across the continent. 
The site illustrates how judgments from the European Court of 
Human Rights, and their implementation by national authorities, 
have affected people’s lives in many different ways across all 
47 Council of Europe Member States. 101 different case 
studies are presented by country and by topic, with separate 
sections explaining how the system works and the state of 
implementation of other key Council of Europe conventions. 
The site is currently available in English, French and Turkish.

News from the European Commission

Between the end of May and mid-June, the Commission 
published several sectorial proposals as part of the Multiannual 
Financial Framework (MFF) package. In the remit of the LIBE 
Committee, these include a proposal for a Regulation of the 
establishing an exchange, assistance and training programme 
for the protection of the euro against counterfeiting for the 
period 2021-2027 (the ‘ ') and the Pericles IV programme
proposal for a Regulation establishing the Rights and Values 
programme.

As regards proposals on EU funds, these compromise the 
Regulation establishing, as part of the Integrated Border 
Management Fund, the instrument for financial support for 

, the Regulation establishing theborder management and visa  
 as well as the Regulation Asylum and Migration Fund

establishing the . Also relevant to LIBE’s  Internal Security Fund
work, are the Regulation on the European Regional 

 and the Development Fund and on the Cohesion Fund
Regulation on the  (ESF+) as these  European Social Fund Plus
funds now explicitly cover integration of third-country migrants.

Other important Commission proposals on which LIBE will soon 
start its work are the proposal for a Regulation on the protection 
of the Union's budget in case of generalised deficiencies as 

 and the regards the rule of law in the Member States
Regulation establishing the Justice Programme.

In addition, the Commission proposed, on 31 May, a Council 
Directive establishing an .  EU Emergency Travel Document
Finally, it also proposed amendments to its interoperability 
proposals (police and judicial cooperation, asylum and 

and ), which are necessary to cover migration borders and visa
those legislative acts which are currently under negotiations 
(such as SIS, ECRIS, ETIAS, Eurodac and eu-LISA).

 

 

 

 

Contact

LIBE Secretariat
Head of Unit: Antoine Cahen
Square de Meeûs 8 - 8th floor

B-1047 Brussels
libe-secretariat@ep.europa.eu

Follow LIBE

www.europarl.europa.eu/libe/
https://twitter.com/EP_Justice
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