
 

 

NEWSLETTER

Meetings of the Committee on Budgets
 
 

Tuesday 10 July 2018
 

9.00 – 12.30 and 14.30 – 17.30
 

Brussels
 

Room: Altiero Spinelli (5G-3)
 

Buildings policy

Exchange of views on European Parliament's building policy in the presence of the Vice-
Presidents of the European Parliament in charge of the building policy and the Secretary 
General
 
Exchange of views on Institutions' building policy: European Commission, European 
External Action Service
 
The Committee on Budgets, as one branch of the Budgetary Authority receives every year the
annual working document (AWD) on building policy for each Institutions. The AWD, as required by
the Financial Regulation, must provide, for each building, the expenditure and the surface area
covered by the appropriations of the corresponding budgetary lines. It also includes the expected

evolution of the global programming of surfaces and the final terms and costs of project previously submitted projects. Today,
Parliament, Commission and the EEAS will present to Members the main elements of their respective building policy and their
budgetary consequences for the years to come. 

Annual meeting with EU Agencies

Exchange of views
 
 
As every year the Committee on Budgets invites the EU Agencies Network to discuss the agency-
related aspects of the draft budget, ahead of the deadline for budgetary amendments. The Network
will be represented by representatives of the EU Agencies troika currently led by the Executive
Director of FRONTEX, Mr Fabrice Leggeri. This year, representatives of agencies clusters (Migration
and Home Affairs, Social and Employment, and European Supervisory Authorities) will also have the
possibility to make a statement and directly comment the main challenges they face for this budgetary

procedure.
Members will find in the meeting documents a written contribution from the Agencies Network.

 

http://www.newsgate.europarl.europa.eu/newsgate/dgipol/resource/static/images/budg_newsletter_v01.png
http://www.emeeting.europarl.europa.eu/committees/agenda/201806/BUDG/BUDG(2018)0618_1/sitt-8203327


VOTING TIME

Regulation amending Regulations establishing European Supervisory Authorities and 
Regulations on financial markets

2017/0230(COD)
Rapporteur: Jens Geier (S&D)
Consideration and adoption
 
The Rapporteur welcomes the Commission proposal for a Revision of the European Supervisory Authorities
(ESAs). The proposal reforms the revenue structure of the three agencies. Thus, the Commission proposes for
EBA an increase of permanent staff by 29 establishment plan staff by 2022 and an increase of the EU contribution
to its annual budget of EUR 6,6 million under the current MFF (2019-2020). Likewise, ESMA would increase its

permanent staff by 156 by 2022 and the EU contribution to its annual budget will rise by EUR 48,5 million (2019-2021). Finally, for
EIOPA an increase of permanent staff by 35 TA by 2022 and an
increase of the EU contribution to its annual budget by EUR 9,1 million (2019-2020) is proposed. In parallel, further legislative proposals
affect the financial and human resources allocation of the three agencies.
The Rapporteur is of the opinion that the current arrangement of the revenue side of the agencies is in need of urgent reform. Currently,
the size of the contribution of national supervisory authorities is defined according to the voting rights in the Council. The size of
national financial sectors across Member states is not taken into account, which means that some Member states with small financial
markets pay more than they are able or willing to. The proposal of the Commission aims to resolve this situation by introducing indirect
fee-financing, whereby national supervisory authorities collect fees from market participants on behalf of the ESAs. This ensures a
more balanced and fair distribution of the financial burden. At the same time, the rapporteur proposes 33 amendments to ensure the
democratic scrutiny and the appropriateness in developing the modalities of the fee-financing model. 18 additional amendments have
been tabled.
 

Date Body Event

19 June 2018 BUDG Exchange of views

20 June 2018 at 11:00 BUDG Deadline for Amendments

10 July 2018 BUDG Vote in BUDG

5 November 2018 ECON Vote in ECON

2018 Budget: Section III - Commission

Rapporteur: Siegfried Murean (PPE)
Consideration and adoption of transfers
 
DEC 17/2018
This transfer aims at transferring EUR 20 million in commitment appropriations from the Macro-financial assistance
(MFA) to the Common Foreign and Security Policy (CFSP) chapter (EUR 11 million to cover extra needs of the EU
Advisory Mission in Iraq and a new initiative in support of Yemen, under discussion by Member States, and EUR 9
million to cover the growing ambitions of the Council for projects in the field of non-proliferation and disarmament).
 

DEC 18/2018
This transfer aims at transferring EUR 11,5 million in commitment appropriations from the MFA to the budget line Migration and asylum
of the Development Cooperation Instrument (DCI), to be then channelled to the Sahel and Lake Chad window of the EU Trust Fund for
Africa to fund priority actions along the Central Mediterranean Route.
 
 

2018 Budget: Other Sections

Rapporteur: Richard Ashworth (EPP)
Consideration and adoption of transfers
 
The rapporteur will present the following requests for transfer, all submitted under Article 25 of the Financial 
Regulation.
 
 
ECJ INF1/2018
This transfer intends to reinforce budget Item 1654 “Early childhood centre” with EUR 111 000. A reinforcement of

this budget line is requested in order to ensure the increase in expenditure expected in 2018 with respect to the contribution of the
Court of Justice of the European Union to the expenditure of the Early childhood centre (ECC) managed by the European Commission.
That increase in appropriations is made possible as a result of savings in appropriations obtained in Article 100 ‘Remunerations and
other entitlements’ of Chapter 10 of the budget of the Court.

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96833/JENS_GEIER_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124802/SIEGFRIED_MURESAN_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/28132/RICHARD_ASHWORTH_home.html


ECJ INF2/2018

This transfer intends to reinforce budget Item 1400 “Other staff” with EUR 185 000. A reinforcement of this budget line is requested in
order to finance the employment of auxiliary contract staff in the second half of 2018. The staff employed will have the task of producing
summaries of unpublished court decisions.
That increase in appropriations has been made possible as a result of savings in appropriations obtained within Article 272
“Documentation, library and archiving expenditure”. A proportion of the appropriations entered in that article was intended to finance the
abovementioned activity by making use of outsourcing.

Buildings policy

Rapporteur: Monika Hohlmeier (PPE)
 
European Banking Authority: Headquarters in Paris
This file received pursuant to Art. 88 of the Framework Financial Regulation sets out a proposal for a long-term
office solution for the EBA in Paris starting from March 2019. Following an overview of the status of EBA’s office
accommodation and summary of the office selection process, the proposal is to proceed with a 9 years lease
contract in the selected building with a tenant break option after 6 years conditional only on EBA’s seat being
relocated from Paris. Out of the total of 28 buildings that met the minimum requirements (set by EBA in this
procurement procedure) and that were invited to submit an offer, 14 offers were received. The selected offer is

“Tour EUROPLAZA” in La Défense 4, France, with a proposed surface of 5,336 m² (on 5 floors) and for a cost of EUR 460/m² excluding
charges and taxes. The offer include a 22 months' rent-free period. In addition, The French government intends to pay its contribution
directly to the building landlord. This will be covered in the lease agreement and in the EBA’s agreement with the French government.
 
European External Action Service: Washington
This project is submitted to the Budgetary Authority pursuant to Articles 203(5), (7)(ii) and (8) of the Financial Regulation. Approval is
sought for the EEAS to buy at a price of $ 103.999.000 (EUR 89.400203) the entire 11-storey building at 2175 K Street NW,
Washington, D.C. in which the Washington Delegation currently rents the majority of the space (51 %) under a lease with 12 years left
to run. As the EEAS request a loan as foresee in Art 203(8) of the Financial Regulation, the total costs of the project would be EUR
146.482.677 over a period of 20 years.
 

END OF VOTE
 

 

 

Buildings policy

Exchange of views on any new information received
 
European Commission: Representation office in Paris
The document received by the European Commission is an update that regards solely the
Commission file of the joint project with the Parliament on the Paris site, already adopted on 4
December 2017 in the BUDG Committee.     The purpose of this project is to co-sign with the
European Parliament a new 20-year lease contract for the accommodation of the European
Commission Representation (ECR) and the European Parliament Liaison Office (EPLO) in the new
House of the European Union in Paris. The new building is located on 51 Blvd Haussmann. The
European Parliament and the European Commission have shared the current House of the

European Union situated at 288 Blvd Saint-Germain under separate leases since 1990. However, the current building has no joint
conference areas or meeting rooms, does not possess all the features required from a House of the European Union due to the
absence of a European Public Space. Fire safety restrictions prevent full use being made of the premises, the access to persons with
reduced mobility is problematic, the technical installations are outdated and the building’s energy performance no longer meets the
current requirements.

Presentation of the study on the Financial Implementation of European Structural and 
Investment Funds

This research paper provides an informative overview of the state of play of the financial
implementation of European Structural and Investment Funds (ESIF), with an assessment of the
reasons for the state of implementation and the implications. The study is based on desk-review
research. It identifies and analyses factors that influence the pace of ESIF financial implementation.
It then considers financial implementation in the 2007-2013 funding period, before focusing on
implementation thus far in the 2014-2020 period and drawing together conclusions and
recommendations.
This study, commissioned by the European Parliament’s Policy Department for Budgetary Affairs at
the request of the BUDG Committee, was prepared by the European Policies Research Centre,
University of Glasgow.

BUDG designated Jan Olbrycht and Isabelle Thomas to follow the study as co-rapporteurs for the multiannual financial framework.
The study will be presented by Martin Ferry from the European Policies Research Centre, University of Glasgow.

 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96780/MONIKA_HOHLMEIER_home.html


Financing the development of a common defence policy

Jointly with the Subcommittee on Security and Defence (SEDE)
 
Exchange of views with European Commission and European External Action Service
 
 
BUDG will hold a joint exchange of views with the Subcommittee on Security and Defence (SEDE)
on the financing of the development of a common defence policy. Members will discuss the latest
proposals for a European Defence Fund or the European Peace Facility with the Director-General
of the DG Budget Silvano Presa, the EEAS Deputy Secretary-General Pedro Serrano and the head
of the Foreign Policy Instruments’ service Hilde Hardeman.

Pilot Projects and Preparatory Actions in budget 2018 and 2019

Co- rapporteurs:  and Daniele Viotti (S&D)
Siegfried Murean (PPE)
Exchange of views
 
For the 2019 Budget, parliamentary committees 
and individual BUDG Members have submitted in 
total 344 proposals for new (313) and renewals of 
on-going (31) Pilot Projects and Preparatory 

Actions (PPPAs) for pre-assessment by the European 
Commission. In addition, in the draft budget 2019, the 
Commission does not introduce any new PPPAs, but proposes 
new commitment appropriations for the preparatory action on 
defence research in Heading 1a for an amount of 25 million EUR, 
and payment appropriations for PPPAs for which commitments 
were entered into the budget in previous years.

As a result of its pre-assessment, the 
Commission estimates that 42 of the proposals 
submitted could be implemented as suggested by 
the authors, and further 56 partially implemented 
with some re-designing or under certain 
conditions. In the Commission’s view, 185 
proposals are already fully covered by an existing 
or proposed legal basis (and are therefore being 
addressed in EU programmes or actions), while 61 of them do not 
meet the conditions to be carried forward due to their content or 
they have already been implemented in the past.
As a second, necessary, step to become part of the EP position to 
the Draft Budget, PPPAs must be tabled as budgetary 
amendments after the summer break according to the general 
deadlines.

Payments implementation and forecast

Exchange of views with European Commission

In July, the European Commission usually provides Parliament and Council with a state-of-play and forecast of budget implementation
during an interinstitutional meeting on payments. As this interinstitutional meeting does not take place this time, the Commission will
present this update during a BUDG committee meeting on the basis of a note on "Active Monitoring and Forecast of Budget
Implementation", and taking into account the payment requests contained in the Draft Budget 2019.

Common provisions on the European Regional Development Fund, the European Social Fund, 
the Cohesion Fund, the European Agricultural Fund for Rural Development and the European 
Maritime and Fisheries Fund

2017/0336(COD)
Rapporteur: Jens Geier (S&D)
Consideration of draft opinion
 
The BUDG committee will be discussing the proposed changes to the Common Provisions Regulation that aim at
providing Member States with the possibility to use part of the performance reserve in the current European
Structural and Investment Funds to support agreed reforms. The rapporteur believes that the possibility to use the
performance reserve for structural reforms clearly undermines its original purpose and the purpose of cohesion

policy, as the performance reserve was set up to allocate funds to ESIF-programmes that have reached their milestones. He proposes
to reject the Commission proposal, as it is the best way of guaranteeing an efficient, autonomous and successful cohesion policy.

Date Body Event

10 July 2018 BUDG Consideration of draft opinion

12 July 2018 at 12:00 BUDG Deadline for Amendments

29-30 August 2018 BUDG Vote in BUDG

9 October 2018 REGI Vote in REGI

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124791/DANIELE_VIOTTI_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124802/SIEGFRIED_MURESAN_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96833/JENS_GEIER_home.html


Establishing a European Labour Authority

2018/0064(COD)

Rapporteur: Jens Geier (S&D)

Consideration of draft opinion

The rapporteur welcomes the Commission’s proposal for a European Labour Authority and considers it an important step in achieving
the Pillar of Social Rights. While the Commission proposal is a good starting point, the rapporteur proposes to equip the Authority with
more powers in order to successfully implement its role and to be a useful addition to the existing structures. As a new priority, the
Authority should be financed exclusively by fresh resources and not to the detriment of existing programmes.

Date Body Event

10 July 2018 BUDG Consideration of draft opinion

13 July 2018 at 12:00 BUDG Deadline for Amendments

29-30 August 2018 BUDG Vote in BUDG

18 October 2018 EMPL Vote in EMPL

Mobilisation of the European Union Solidarity Fund to provide assistance to Bulgaria, Greece, 
Lithuania and Poland

2018/2078(BUD)
Rapporteur: Janusz Lewandowski (PPE)
Consideration of draft report
 
In its meeting of 10 July 2018, the BUDG Committee will discuss the European Commission's proposal to mobilise
the EU Solidarity Fund for Bulgaria, Greece, Lithuania, and Poland for a total amount of EUR 33 992 206 million
following earthquakes, floodings or storms that affected those countries in 2017. The rapporteur, Mr Janusz
Lewandowski (EPP, PL), recommends going ahead with the mobilisation as proposed by the Commission.
 
 

Date Body Event

10 July 2018 BUDG Exchange of views

12 July 2018, 12.00 BUDG Deadline for Amendments

29-30 August 2018 BUDG Vote in BUDG

September 2018 Plenary Vote in Plenary

Draft Amending Budget No 4 to the General Budget 2018 Accompanying the proposal to 
mobilise the European Union Solidarity Fund to provide assistance to Bulgaria, Greece, 
Lithuania and Poland

2018/2082(BUD)
Rapporteur: Siegfried Murean (PPE)
Consideration of draft report
 
The purpose of Draft Amending Budget N°4/2018 (DAB4) is to accompany the proposed decision to mobilise the EU
Solidarity Fund for Bulgaria, Greece, Lithuania and Poland for a total amount of EUR 33 992 206 million following
earthquakes, floodings or storms that affected those countries in 2017. The European Commission’s accompanying
DAB4 proposes to enter this amount in the 2018 budget, both in Commitment and Payment appropriations. The
rapporteur, Mr Siegfried Muresan (EPP, RO), recommends going ahead with the mobilisation as proposed by the

Commission.

Date Body Event

10 July 2018 BUDG Exchange of views

12 July 2018, 12.00 BUDG Deadline for Amendments

29-30 August 2018 BUDG Vote in BUDG

September 2018 Plenary Vote in Plenary
 

 

   

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96833/JENS_GEIER_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/23781/JANUSZ_LEWANDOWSKI_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124802/SIEGFRIED_MURESAN_home.html


NEWS FROM POLICY DEPARTMENT D

Recent publications

CONT

In-Depth Analysis “ ”State Aid and EU funding: are they compatible?

Study “Ensuring high quality job creation from EU funding programmes: how can the best practice of Horizon 2020 be better 
”integrated into other programmes (ESF, Youth Guarantee, Globalisation Fund)?

CONT/BUDG

Study “ ”Oversight and Management of the EU Trust Funds

BUDG

In-Depth Analysis “ ”The EU spending on fight against climate change

Study “ ”EU funds for migration, asylum and integration policies

Study “Potential revenue from the extension of charging fees by EU Agencies” - not available online yet

Forthcoming publications

BUDG

Study “Financial Implementation of European Structural and Investment Funds“ - 10 July 2018 am - ASP5G3

CONT

- Study Public procurement in EU: few winners for main large-scale infrastructure projects; Overview on the criteria selection, the “
monitoring and the control system” - 11 October 2018 - TBC

Forthcoming events

CONT

Hearing “Performance and visibility of EU funded projects in the EU’s Neighbourhood Policy with a special focus on the cross-
border cooperation between Western Balkan Countries“ - 11 July 2018 - JAN6Q2

BUDG

Exchange of views “Financing the development of a common defence policy -  10 July 2018 pm - ASP5G3

CONT

Workshop on “How can we better communicate the results of the EU budgetary control process to citizens? Addressing the 
challenges of populist discourse on EU spending” - 10 October 2018 – TBC

Contacts

BUDG Committee - budg-secretariat@europarl.europa.eu

BUDG Committe Webpage

Policy Department for Budgetary Affairs - poldep-budg@ep.europa.eu

Policy Department Webpage

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/IDAN/2018/621778/IPOL_IDA(2018)621778_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2018/603832/IPOL_STU(2018)603832_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2018/603832/IPOL_STU(2018)603832_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2018/603821/IPOL_STU(2018)603821_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/IDAN/2018/603830/IPOL_IDA(2018)603830_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2018/603828/IPOL_STU(2018)603828_EN.pdf
http://www.budgnet.ep.parl.union.eu/budgnet/cms/home/menu_current_leg;jsessionid=0CFF7F468F944B360E3377A9C2FF5607
http://www.poldepnet.ep.parl.union.eu/poldept/cms/cache/offonce/poldepnet/poldep_d/poldepd_presentation


Next meetings

29-30 August 2018

Disclaimer

The items contained herein are drafted by the secretariat of the European Parliament and are provided for general information 
purposes only. The opinions expressed in this document are the sole responsibility of the author(s) and do not necessary represent the 
official position of the European Parliament. This document may contain links to websites that are created and maintained by other 
organizations. The secretariat does not necessarily endorse the view(s) expressed on these websites.
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