
 

 

NEWSLETTER

Meetings of the Committee on Budgets
 
 

Wednesday 29 August 2018
 

14.30 – 17.30
 

Brussels
 

Room: Altiero Spinelli (5G-3)
 

VOTING TIME

Common provisions on the European Regional Development Fund, the European Social Fund, 
the Cohesion Fund, the European Agricultural Fund for Rural Development and the European 
Maritime and Fisheries Fund

2017/0336(COD)
Rapporteur: Jens Geier (S&D)
Consideration and adoption
 
The proposed changes to the Common Provisions Regulation aim at providing Member States with the possibility
to use part of the performance reserve in the current European Structural and Investment Funds to support agreed
reforms. The rapporteur believes that the possibility to use the performance reserve for structural reforms clearly
undermines its original purpose and the purpose of cohesion policy, as the performance reserve was set up to

allocate funds to ESIF-programmes that have reached their milestones. He proposes to reject the Commission proposal, as it is the
best way of guaranteeing an efficient, autonomous and successful cohesion policy. No amendments were tabled to the draft opinion.

Date Body Event

10 July 2018 BUDG Consideration of draft opinion

12 July 2018 at 12:00 BUDG Deadline for Amendments

29 August 2018 BUDG Vote in BUDG

9 October 2018 REGI Vote in REGI

 

http://www.newsgate.europarl.europa.eu/newsgate/dgipol/resource/static/images/budg_newsletter_v01.png
http://www.emeeting.europarl.europa.eu/committees/agenda/201806/BUDG/BUDG(2018)0618_1/sitt-8203327
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2017/0336(COD)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96833/JENS_GEIER_home.html


Mobilisation of the European Union Solidarity Fund to provide assistance to Bulgaria, Greece, 
Lithuania and Poland

2018/2078(BUD)
Rapporteur: Janusz Lewandowski (PPE)
Consideration and adoption
 
The European Commission proposes to mobilise the EU Solidarity Fund for Bulgaria, Greece,
Lithuania, and Poland for a total amount of EUR 33 992 206 million following earthquakes, floodings
or storms that affected those countries in 2017. The rapporteur, Mr Janusz Lewandowski (EPP, PL),
recommends going ahead with the mobilisation as proposed by the Commission. Two amendments
were tabled to the draft report.

Date Body Event

10 July 2018 BUDG Exchange of views

12 July 2018, 12.00 BUDG Deadline for Amendments

29 August 2018 BUDG Vote in BUDG

September 2018 Plenary Vote in Plenary

Draft Amending Budget No 4 to the General Budget 2018 accompanying the proposal to 
mobilise the European Union Solidarity Fund to provide assistance to Bulgaria, Greece, 
Lithuania and Poland

2018/2082(BUD)

Rapporteur: Siegfried Muresan (PPE)

Consideration and adoption

The purpose of Draft Amending Budget N°4/2018 (DAB4) is to accompany the proposed decision to mobilise the EU Solidarity Fund for
Bulgaria, Greece, Lithuania and Poland for a total amount of EUR 33 992 206 million following earthquakes, floodings or storms that
affected those countries in 2017. The European Commission’s DAB4 proposes to enter this amount in the 2018 budget, both in
commitment and payment appropriations. The rapporteur, Mr Siegfried Muresan (EPP, RO), recommends going ahead with the
mobilisation as proposed by the Commission. No amendments were tabled to the draft report.

Date Body Event

10 July 2018 BUDG Exchange of views

12 July 2018, 12.00 BUDG Deadline for Amendments

29 August 2018 BUDG Vote in BUDG

September 2018 Plenary Vote in Plenary

2018 Budget: Section III - Commission

Rapporteur: Siegfried Muresan (PPE)
Consideration and adoption of transfers
 
No requests received.

2018 Budget: Other Sections

Rapporteur: Richard Ashworth (PPE)
Consideration and adoption of transfers
 
No requests received.

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2018/2078(BUD)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/23781/JANUSZ_LEWANDOWSKI_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2018/2082(BUD)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124802/SIEGFRIED_MURESAN_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124802/SIEGFRIED_MURESAN_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/28132/RICHARD_ASHWORTH_home.html


Buildings policy

Rapporteur: Monika Hohlmeier (PPE)
 
European External Action Service (EEAS) - Building project (Belliard 100, Brussels) - Modification
The EEAS short-term needs in terms of office space in Brussels were expected to increase in 2018 by about 4-
5.000 m² in order to accommodate 140-150 staff. For that reason, the EEAS has already summited the Belliard
100 project earlier this year and received the approval of the two branches of the Budgetary Authority. The total
maximum cost of the initial project, including the local taxes, but not including the indexation and the running
expenses, would have been EUR 10.260.000 over the maximum lease duration of 9 years (EUR 3.420.000 over
3 first years). However, for organizational reasons the EEAS decided to take the opportunity to transfer to the

new building a larger number of staff than initially foreseen and set up some necessary meeting and training rooms. This choice
requires a deeper change of the existing fitting out of the building (from mostly individual offices to large open-space collaborative
areas). As a consequence, some new arrangements had to be negotiated with the building's landlord for the quick execution of the
necessary fitting out works and a slightly new calendar had to be set up for the project. The total duration of the lease (9 years) and the
base rent price (EUR 900,000 year) remain the same. Nevertheless, new total maximum cost of the modified project - including the
local taxes and including now the maximum possible amount of fitting out works, but not including the indexation and the running
expenses - will be EUR 11 735 700 over the maximum lease duration of 9 years (EUR 4 157 856 over 3 first years). Due to those
changes, this modification to an already approved building project is again summited to the Budgetary Authority pursuant to Art. 203(5)
of the Financial Regulation.

END OF VOTE

Buildings policy

- No information received

 

 

 

General budget of the European Union for the financial year 2019 - all sections

2018/2046(BUD)
Co- rapporteurs:  and Daniele Viotti (S&D) Paul 
Rübig (PPE)
Presentation of the Working Document on the 
Council position
 
 
The Council has carried out its reading of the

2019 budget at the level of the Coreper, to be formally approved
by the ministers in September. Compared to the Draft Budget
tabled by the Commission, the Council cuts down commitment
appropriations by EUR -1,55 billion   (-0,95%) under the MFF
headings. Subheading 1a – Competitiveness for growth and jobs -
is again by far the most affected, with EUR -794 million cuts alone.
Further cuts are borne to Heading 4 – Global Europe - (EUR -306
million, with the main focus being on IPA Turkey - EUR -147
million) and to Heading 3 (EUR -35 million).

 
In line with the established practice, the General
Rapporteur for Section III (Commission), Mr
Daniele Viotti, will present to the BUDG
Committee a Working Document which provides
an assessment of the Council's position as part of
the preparations for Parliament's own reading
and for the subsequent negotiations.

 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96780/MONIKA_HOHLMEIER_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124791/DANIELE_VIOTTI_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/2278/PAUL_RUBIG_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/2278/PAUL_RUBIG_home.html


Mobilisation of the EU Solidarity Fund to provide for the payment of advances in the general 
budget of the Union for 2019

2018/2074(BUD)
Rapporteur: Lefteris Christoforou (PPE)
Consideration of draft report
 
The Commission proposal on the mobilisation of the EU Solidarity Fund (EUSF) is not linked to a specific disaster.
Instead, it aims at entering into the general budget of the Union for 2019 the amount of EUR 50 million in
commitment and payment appropriations for the payment of advances in a timely and efficient way in the event of a
disaster occurring next year. The rapporteur recalls that the EUSF is not simply another form of EU financial support,
but that it also contributes to sending a clear political message of solidarity, while providing much-needed assistance

to affected citizens. A prompt response capacity, including through the payment of an advance, will help the Union achieve these
objectives. The rapporteur recommends, therefore, that these amounts be included in the 2019 budget. The report will be voted with the
2019 budget.
 

Date Body Event

29 August 2018 BUDG Exchange of views

28 September 2018, 12.00 BUDG Deadline for Amendments

21-22 November 2018 (tbc) BUDG Vote in BUDG

November II (tbc) Plenary Vote in Plenary

Mobilisation of the European Globalisation Adjustment Fund - EGF/2018/001 – Netherlands

2018/2220(BUD)
Rapporteur: Ivana Maletic (PPE)
Consideration of draft report
 
An EGF contribution of EUR 1 192 500 is foreseen for the re-integration into the labour market of 450 targeted
beneficiaries following redundancies in twenty enterprises operating in the banking sector in the Netherlands. The
Netherlands argues that the redundancies are linked to the global financial and economic crisis and its impact on the
services and functioning of the Dutch banks. The rapporteur will present her draft report on the Commission
proposal, which concludes that this application meets the intervention criteria of Article 4(1) of the EGF Regulation.

The proposal to mobilise the EGF is accompanied by a transfer of appropriations (DEC 19/2018).

Date Body Event

29 August 2018 BUDG Exchange of views

7 September 2018, 12.00 BUDG Deadline for Amendments

24-27 September 2018 BUDG Vote in BUDG

October I Plenary Vote in Plenary

Draft Amending Budget No 5 to the General Budget 2018 Cancellation of the reserve related to 
the support to Turkey

2018/2165(BUD)
Rapporteur: Siegfried Muresan (PPE)
Consideration of draft report
 
The rapporteur will present his draft report on the Draft Amending Budget N° 5/2018 (DAB 5), which
is devoted to cancelling, both in commitment (EUR 70 million) and payment (EUR 35 million)
appropriations, the reserve related to Turkey from the Instrument for Pre-Accession, to reinforcing of
the European Neighbourhood Instrument in commitment appropriations - to cover actions linked to

the Central Mediterranean migratory route and to fulfil part of the EU pledge for Syria - and to reinforcing of Humanitarian Aid in
payments appropriations. DAB 5/2018 also seeks to reinforce the establishment plan of the INEA in the context of the WiFi4EU
initiative. 

Date Body Event

29 August 2018 BUDG Exchange of views

11 September 2018, 11.00 BUDG Deadline for Amendments

24-27 September 2018 BUDG Vote in BUDG

October I Plenary Vote in Plenary

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2018/2074(BUD)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/26837/LEFTERIS_CHRISTOFOROU_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2018/2220(BUD)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/119436/IVANA_MALETIC_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2018/2165(BUD)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124802/SIEGFRIED_MURESAN_home.html


Proposal for a regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council establishing Horizon 
Europe and Proposal for a decision of the European Parliament and of the Council on 
establishing the specific programme implementing Horizon Europe

2018/0224(COD) and 2018/0225(COD)
Rapporteur: Nils Torvalds (ALDE)
Consideration of draft opinion
 
Item postponed to the next BUDG meeting.

European Globalisation Adjustment Fund (EGF)

2018/0202(COD)
Rapporteur: Manuel dos Santos (S&D)
Exchange of views
 
The rapporteur will present his draft opinion on the Commission proposal for a Regulation on the European
Globalisation Adjustment Fund (EGF). The prime objective of this proposal is to ensure that the EGF continues to
operate beyond 31 December 2020, without a temporal limitation to the period, as this is a special instrument
beyond the multiannual financial framework ceilings. The draft Regulation lays down the objectives of the EGF, the
forms of Union funding and the rules for providing such funding, including applications by the Member States for
financial contributions from the EGF for measures targeting eligible beneficiaries. The EGF shall contribute to a

better distribution of the benefits of globalisation and technological advance by helping displaced workers adapt to structural change.
 

Date Body Event

29 August 2018 BUDG Exchange of views

11 September 2018, 18.00 BUDG Deadline for Amendments

24-27 September 2018 BUDG Vote in BUDG

18 October 2018 EMPL Vote in EMPL
 

 

   

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2018/0224(COD)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2018/0225(COD)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/114268/NILS_TORVALDS_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2018/0202(COD)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/21918/MANUEL_DOS+SANTOS_home.html


NEWS FROM POLICY DEPARTMENT D

Recent publications

BUDG

Briefings “ ” and “ ”Defence: Member States’ Spending Defence: What has the EU done?

In-Depth Analysis “ ”The EU spending on fight against climate change

Study “ ”EU funds for migration, asylum and integration policies

Study “Potential revenue from the extension of charging fees by EU Agencies” - not available online yet

Study “Financial Implementation of European Structural and Investment Funds“ - not available online yet

CONT/BUDG

Study “ ”Oversight and Management of the EU Trust Funds

CONT

Proceedings of the Workshop on “ ”How to better combat fraud? Follow up of the Commission’s anticorruption sharing programme

In-Depth Analysis “ ”State Aid and EU funding: are they compatible?

Study “Ensuring high quality job creation from EU funding programmes: how can the best practice of Horizon 2020 be better 
”integrated into other programmes (ESF, Youth Guarantee, Globalisation Fund)?

In-Depth Analysis “The effectiveness and visibility of EU funding in the Western Balkan countries with a special focus on the cross-
border cooperation“ - not available online yet

Forthcoming publications

CONT

- Study Public procurement in EU: few winners for main large-scale infrastructure projects; Overview on the criteria selection, the “
monitoring and the control system” - 11 October 2018 - TBC

Forthcoming events

CONT Workshop on “How can we better communicate the results of the EU budgetary control process to citizens? Addressing the 
challenges of populist discourse on EU spending” - 10 October 2018 – TBC

CONT Workshop on “the Revision of OLAF regulation in light of the future cooperation with EPPO” - 11 October from 10.30 to 
12.30

Contacts

BUDG Committee - budg-secretariat@europarl.europa.eu

BUDG Committee Webpage

Policy Department for Budgetary Affairs - poldep-budg@ep.europa.eu

Policy Department Webpage

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2018/621784/IPOL_BRI(2018)621784_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2018/621783/IPOL_BRI(2018)621783_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/IDAN/2018/603830/IPOL_IDA(2018)603830_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2018/603828/IPOL_STU(2018)603828_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2018/603821/IPOL_STU(2018)603821_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2018/621781/IPOL_STU(2018)621781_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/IDAN/2018/621778/IPOL_IDA(2018)621778_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2018/603832/IPOL_STU(2018)603832_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2018/603832/IPOL_STU(2018)603832_EN.pdf
http://www.budgnet.ep.parl.union.eu/budgnet/cms/home/menu_current_leg;jsessionid=0CFF7F468F944B360E3377A9C2FF5607
http://www.poldepnet.ep.parl.union.eu/poldept/cms/cache/offonce/poldepnet/poldep_d/poldepd_presentation


Next meetings

13 September 2018 (Strasbourg)

Disclaimer

The items contained herein are drafted by the secretariat of the European Parliament and are provided for general information 
purposes only. The opinions expressed in this document are the sole responsibility of the author(s) and do not necessary represent the 
official position of the European Parliament. This document may contain links to websites that are created and maintained by other 
organizations. The secretariat does not necessarily endorse the view(s) expressed on these websites.
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