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Words by the Chair

LIBE is continuing to assess the 
Council proposals on ‘regional 
disembarkation platforms’ and 
‘controlled centres’. The 
Commission recently published 
new legislative proposals - on 
EASO, Frontex and the Return 
Directive - to support their 
eventual implementation. LIBE 
has held a first exchange of 
views with the IOM and UNHCR 
on the concept of ‘regional 
disembarkation platforms’. 
However, concerns remain 
regarding their legal and 
practical feasibility. The 
upcoming structured dialogue 
with Commissioner 
Avramopoulos on 10 October 
and additional discussion with 
IOM and UNHCR will provide 
LIBE Members with the 
opportunity to further engage 
with the topic. The monitoring of 
the rule of law in several EU 
Member States has also been at 
the top of the agenda this month. 
For the first time, the European 
Parliament made use of its right 
of initiative with regard to 
breaches of EU values when 
adopting the Sargentini report 
which called on the Council to 
trigger Art. 7.1 as regards the 
situation in Hungary. LIBE also 
met with representatives of 
governments, parliaments, civil 
society and the judiciary by 
sending delegations to Poland, 
Malta and Slovakia to assess the 
rule of law.
Claude MORAES

3rd meeting of the Joint Parliamentary Scrutiny 
Group on Europol - 24/25 September

The third meeting of the Joint Parliamentary Scrutiny Group on 
Europol (JPSG) brought together 73 Parliamentarians of 37 
Parliaments/Chambers from 27 Member States and the 
European Parliament on 24 and 25 September 2018 in 
Brussels. The meeting was co-organised by the European 
Parliament and the Austrian Parliament.

The agenda of the meeting featured a consultation on the 2019-
2021 Europol Multiannual Work Programme with Ms De BOLLE, the Executive Director of 
Europol. Parliamentarians gained valuable insight of the most recent activities of Europol from 
Mr PÄRKNA, Chairperson of the Europol Management Board and Mr TSVETANOV, former 
JPSG Co-Chair, who reported on the Management Board meeting he was invited to attend.

On the second day of the conference, an in-depth exchange of views with Wojciech 
WIEWIÓROWSKI, the European Data Protection Assistant Supervisor, on the latest findings 
on the protection of personal data, with regard to Europol's activities. This discussion was 
followed by a thematic debate on 'Europol's contribution to the fight against financial crime, 
asset recovery and money laundering'.  Mr Maarten RIJSSENBEEK, Dutch national 
coordinating prosecutor on terrorism financing presented the successful Dutch pilot project, 
while Europol’s Executive Director stressed the need for further European policy development 
in this area.

Appearing for the second time before the JPSG, Commissioner KING, responsible for the 
Security Union provided an update on the European Commission’s recent work in the areas of 
terrorism, cybersecurity and serious and organised crime. The Commissioner acknowledged 
the importance of the JPSG, which he described as a valuable tool for national Parliaments 
and the EP to understand the functioning and the needs of the Agency and, in return, for the 
agency to be more accountable.

The very lively debates, with over 40 interventions from the Members of the national 
Parliaments and MEPs revolved around the conclusion of cooperation agreements with third 
countries, and the need to ensure the right balance between security and privacy. Members 
called for a clear definition of “organised crime” and for deepening cooperation with national 
authorities, the EU institutions and agencies, safeguarding their respective prerogatives. 
Parliamentarians referred to the provision of necessary budgetary resources for ensuring the 
interoperability of large-scale databases set up at EU level to deal with migration, asylum and 
internal security; they also highlighted the gaps in the need for more action in the field of 
money laundering regime and the lack of regulation of crypto currencies.

Overall, parliamentarians praised the activity of Europol and expressed their willingness to 
exercise constructive scrutiny and encourage governments to support the work of Europol, 
including by providing it with an adequate budget, and share more information.

The next meeting will be held in Bucharest in February 2019.

Also in this issue...

New MFF's issues (p.2)
Establishment of the EPPO (p.2)
Situation of Fundamental Rights in the EU (p.3)

Agreed text on cash control (p.3)
ECA report on radicalisation (p.3)
What's new in the JHA agencies (p.5)
Other news on justice and home affairs matters (p.6)

http://www.newsgate.europarl.europa.eu/newsgate/dgipol/resource/static/images/common/banners/2016_directorate_c_libe_newsletter_v01.png
http://www.newsgate.europarl.europa.eu/newsgate/dgipol/resource/static/images/import/libe_2018_september_2nd_version/moraes-new.jpg


 

 

Page 2 LIBE newsletter - 27 September 2018
 

 

 

 

New MFF (2021-2027) : sectorial programmes to be adopted by February 2019

The LIBE Committee plans to adopt the 6 Multiannual Financial Framework (MFF) Sectorial 
programmes for which it is the lead ( -AMF, -ISF, Asylum and Migration Fund Internal Security Fund
Integrated Border Management-IBM, Pericles IV, Rights and Values and Justice in association 
with the JURI Committee under Rule 55) by February 2019 at the latest.

For the financing of security and migration policies, the Commission proposes to re-structure the 
2 existing AMIF and ISF funds and to create in addition a new third IBM fund in the post 2020 
MFF. Altogether, the funding of the new AMF, ISF and IBM increases by +125% (from 13.4 bn to 
30.2bn in constant prices) compared to the funding of AMF and ISF in the current MFF; +37% for 
the new AMF (from 6.7 to 9.2 bn); +83%  for the new ISF (from 1.2 to 2.2 bn); + 295% bn for new 
IBM (from 2.7 bn to 8.2bn).

The annual budget of the European Border and Coast Guard agency (Frontex) increases on 
average by 286% over the period 2021-2027 compared to the currently programmed one by the 
European Commission for 2020 (the last year of the current MFF) and becomes nearly the same 
as that of the new AMF (whereas the commission proposes a corresponding reduction of -4 % for 
EASO, EUROJUST, EUROPOL, CEPOL, EMCDA and a -13% for FRA and eu-LISA). The LIBE 
Committee Rapporteurs responsible for the different sectorial proposals intend to provide 
feedback on this proposal to the BUDG Committee by 15 October in a Chair to Chair letter for 
input to the "MFF interim report" planned for adoption by the Parliament in November 2018.

The LIBE Committee will also provide an opinion to the Common Provision Regulation (CPR) sectorial proposal (lead by the REGI 
Committee) that regulates common financial rules applicable to AMF, ISF and IBM. The new CPR is strategic for the execution of the 
programmes funded by these three funds as it proposes to simplify financial rules to the benefits of final recipients and managing 
authorities.  It aims at further increasing flexibility to respond to true migration and security crises by allowing small transfers between 
programmes without the need to amend them as well as easing transfer between funds at the Member States level. The goal of the 
new CPR regulation is also to improve the efficiency of those three funds by forging closer links to the EU semester, by improving 
programming, monitoring and reporting phases. Last but not least the new CPR seeks engagement into stronger and deeper policy 
dialogues as part of the annual performance review and mid-term revision of the programs of these three funds.

State of play of the reintroduction of internal border controls 

Current reintroduction as notified to the Parliament:
-  as of 11/05/2018 for 6 months (reason: migration and terrorist threat)Austria:

-  as of 12/05/2018 for 6 months (art. 25 to 27 of regulation 2016/399) (migration and security policy)Germany:
-  as of 12/05/2018 for 6 months (art.25 of regulation 2016/399) (threat to public policy and internal security)Sweden:

 Latest reintroduction as notified to the Parliament:
- from 01/11/2017 to 30/04/2018 (art.25.1 and 27 of regulation 2016/399) (terrorist threat)France: 
-  as of 11/11/2017 for 6 months (art. 25 and 27 of regulation 2016/399) (terrorist threat)Norway:

-  as of 12/11/2017 for 6 months (art. 25 and 27 of regulation 2016/399) (terrorist threat)Denmark:

 

 

 

 

Establishment of the EPPO: next steps

On 8 June 2017, 20 EU Member States reached a political agreement on the 
establishment of a new European Public Prosecutor's Office (EPPO) under 
enhanced cooperation. Council Regulation (EU) 2017/1939 establishing the EPPO 
under enhanced cooperation was adopted by the JHA Council of 12 October 2017 
and entered into force on 20 November 2017. In August 2018, two other Member 
States, the Netherlands and Malta, became also part of this enhanced cooperation.

The EPPO is envisaged to take up its functions by the end of 2020. Several steps 
have already been taken to implement the Regulation establishing the EPPO. In 
particular, the Vacancy Notice for the post of European Chief Prosecutor, who shall 
be appointed by common accord by the European Parliament and the Council, shall 
be published shortly.

The EPPO will be an independent and decentralised prosecution office of the European Union, with the competence to investigate, 
prosecute and bring to judgment crimes against the EU budget, such as fraud, corruption or serious cross-border VAT fraud. The 
EPPO will operate as a single office across all participating Member States and will be built on two levels: the central and the national 
level. The central level will consist of the European Chief Prosecutor, its two Deputies, and European Prosecutors (one per 
participating Member State) and the Administrative Director. The decentralised level will consist of European Delegated Prosecutors 
who will be located in the participating Member States. The central level will supervise investigations and prosecutions carried out at 
the national level.
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Report on the 2017 situation of fundamental rights in the EU

On 6 September, the LIBE Committee held 
an exchange of views on the  on draft report
the situation of fundamental rights in the 
European Union in 2017 by MEP Josep 
Maria Terricabras (Greens/EFA).

The draft report addresses the main 
challenges and concerns identified in the 
field of fundamental rights in the European 
Union in 2017. It focuses in particular on 
six topics, which have been at the forefront 
of the EU political life during 2017, namely 
migration; the rule of law; women’s rights; 
media freedom, freedom of expression and 
assembly; discrimination, racism, 
xenophobia and hate speech; as well as 
the important role and mandate of the 
Fundamental Rights Agency (FRA).

Topics such as migration and the rule of law have become recurrent issues and this year, 
the draft report expresses concerns over persistent fundamental rights migration 
challenges, especially as regards access to territory, reception conditions, asylum 
procedures, immigration detention and protection of unaccompanied minors. It calls in 
particular for credible and effective solutions to avoid detaining children for asylum or return 
purposes.

Rule of law is again highlighted as an issue of major concern in many Member States, 
where questions relating to the independence of the judiciary, separation of powers and 
corruption reached an alarming level and culminated with the triggering of Article 7 of the of 
the Treaty of the European Union (TEU). The draft report refers to the Parliament’s 
recommendations to the Commission on the establishment of a comprehensive Union 
mechanism for democracy, the rule of law and fundamental rights which would include all 
relevant stakeholders (2015/2254(INL)), and points at the need for reinforced cooperation 
between European Union institutions and Member States in the framework of Article 7 TEU. 
It stresses the importance of improving the quality, independence and efficiency of national 
justice systems.

The rapporteur also highlights the crucial role of media freedom, pluralism and 
independence as  importance components of the right to freedom of expression, and 
stresses that they are vital to the democratic functioning of the EU and Member States. He 
notes with concern that journalists in the EU continue to be the target of attacks, threats and 
pressures from state and non-state actors.

The draft report is now open for amendments until 2 October. Amendments will be 
considered in the LIBE Committee on 18 October, and the vote is scheduled on 19/20 
November.

 

 

 

 

Documents adopted in LIBE
-  on the 2019 EU general Opinion
budget
-  to enter into Decision
interinstitutional negotiations on visa 
requirement for Kosovo
-  on Combating fraud and Report
counterfeiting of non-cash means of 
payment

***

LIBE-related resolutions in Plenary
-  on the Situation in Hungary (Report

)press release
-  on Subjecting the new Report
psychoactive substances 
cyclopropylfentanyl and 
methoxyacetylfentanyl to control 
measures
-  on Cash controlReport
-  on Countering money Report
laundering by criminal law
-  on Eurojust-Albania Report
cooperation agreement
-  on Data protection rules for Report
EU institutions and agencies

Next LIBE meetings:

27 September & 1, 10-11, 15 
and 18 October 2018

See , draft agendas meeting 
 and documents live broadcast

1 October: Debate on the 
with situation in Romania 

Commission First Vice 
President Frans Timmermans

10 October: Structured 
 with Commissioner dialogue

Avramopoulos

 

 

 

 

ECA report on tackling radicalisation

On 6 September, the European Court of Auditors (ECA) 
presented its special report “Tackling radicalisation that leads to 
terrorism”. Following the exchange of views which took place 
with the Court, both Commission and Parliament welcomed the 
relevance of the court's findings. Both institutions highlighted the 
quality of Court’s recommendations and accepted them.

In this context, the Commission committed to report more 
regularly on the overall progress made in achieving policy goals 
and implementation of the EU funds involved; to provide more 
detailed reports on the effectiveness of the radicalisation 
awareness network (RAN); to ensure a better complementarity 
between the EU Internet Referral Unit (IRU) and national IRUs; 
to examine the extent to which removing terrorist propaganda 
has an impact or not on its prevalence on the internet; to 
measure the speed of removal of content referred by the EU 
IRU; and to ensure that future applicants better demonstrate 
how they will measure the effectiveness of their projects.

Political agreement on cash control

On 12 September, the Parliament adopted by 625 votes to 39, 
with 34 abstentions, a  on controls on cash entering or regulation
leaving the Union and repealing Regulation (EC) No 1889/2005 
(Raps.: Ms. Delvaux and M. López Aguilar - S&D).

The new legislation extends the obligation of any citizen entering 
or leaving the EU and carrying cash of a value of €10,000 or 
more to declare it to the customs authorities. In particular, it 
extends the scope of the existing rules to cover not only cash but 
also other liquid assets such as gold, prepaid cards or cheques. 
It also includes cash that is sent by post, freight or courier 
shipment.

This new regulation complements the EU’s legal framework for 
the prevention of money laundering and terrorist financing laid 
down in directive 2015/849. It aims at preventing criminals from 
taking advantage of loopholes in the current system to move and 
launder their money.
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http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/libe/draft-agendas.html
http://www.emeeting.europarl.europa.eu/committees/archives/201511/LIBE
http://www.emeeting.europarl.europa.eu/committees/archives/201511/LIBE
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/ep-live/en/committees/schedule?start-date=&end-date=&committee=LIBE
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?type=TA&language=EN&reference=P8-TA-2018-0338
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LIBE missions
Delegation to Slovakia and Malta

LIBE carried out a fact-finding 
mission to Slovakia and Malta, from 
17 to 20 September. Headed by 
Sophia in't Veld, this five-member 
mission was organised at the 

initiative of the LIBE "Working group with a general mandate to 
monitor the situation as regards rule of law and fight against 
corruption within the EU and addressing specific situations, in 

" established in May and due to particular Malta and Slovakia
complete its work at the end of 2018. The objective was to take 
stock of latest developments in the two countries and to continue 
the work based on the results of the previous ad hoc delegations 
to both countries after the murders of Ján Kuciak and his fiancée, 
and Daphne Caruana Galizia. The focus this time was set on 
issues within the remits of the LIBE committee in relation to the 
situation of rule of law and the fight against corruption, as well as 
concerns regarding the safety of journalists and media freedom. 
Members met with Government, judiciary, financial authorities, 
police forces, journalists and NGOs. Findings will be reflected in 
the mission report and will serve as a basis for a resolution to be 
put forward by LIBE at the initiative of the Working Group.

***

Delegation to FRA

A LIBE delegation visited the EU Agency for Fundamental Rights 
(FRA) on 25-26 September. This mission took place during the 
Fundamental Rights Forum, organised by FRA in the same 
period, as a flagship event targeting leading global and EU voices 
from the human rights field. Members of the delegation had the 
opportunity to participate in various sessions that challenged 
policies and practices on issues ranging from the situation of 
people of African descent in the EU, refugee inclusion and anti-
discrimination. Specific meetings organized aside of the event, on 
the functioning and the cooperation with the agency, were also 
organized such as the meeting with the FRA Director or meetings 
with FRA Stakeholders. Members of the delegation also 
participated in the Informal meeting of FREMP organised by the 
AT Presidency of the EU at the Forum.

Rule of Law mission to Poland

The mission, held from 19 to 
21 September 2018, is part of 
the formal procedure under 
Article 7(1) TEU launched by 
the Commission in order to 
assess the Rule of Law 
situation in Poland. The aim of 
the mission was to assess 
whether the reforms of the 
judicial system in Poland, 
legitimately undertaken by the 
Polish Government, may inhibit Poland’s ability to fulfil its 
obligations under the EU Treaties, more specifically as regards 
the values referred to in Article 2 TEU. The delegation of seven 
MEPs, presided by LIBE Chair Claude Moraes, met with 
representatives of the Polish government, Senate and Sejm, 
political parties, the Ombudsman, civil society and journalists. 
However, certain relevant interlocutors of the Polish government 
and ruling party were not available to meet the delegation. The 
LIBE Committee will present a report in the coming weeks.

***

Delegation to EASO

On 17-18 September, the 
delegation was introduced to 
key aspects of EASO’s work, 
such as asylum support, 
including information analysis 
and training, operational 
assistance to Member States 
and activities in third 
countries, and support with 

the ad hoc relocation scheme. It had very interesting and lively 
exchanges with the a.i. Executive Director and EASO staff. The 
experiences and lessons learned from a several-year-long 
experience were shared with the delegation, constituting a useful 
reality check against the ongoing discussions on the future 
CEAS. EASO is currently in a transition phase with internal 
restructuring and new recruitments taking place following the 
resignation of former ED Carreira, and getting ready for an 
enhanced mandate under the future EU Asylum Agency 
regulation.

 

 

 

 

LIBE events

Mini-hearing on Minimum standards for minorities

On 3 September, the LIBE committee organized a mini-hearing on minimum standards for minorities in 
the EU, as part of the ongoing work on an Own-Initiative Report on the same topic (Rapporteur: József 
NAGY (EPP)). The speakers included Gabriel Toggenburg, Senior Legal at the Fundamental Rights 
Agency (FRA), Representatives of the Commission, Marco Leidekker, Head of Secretariat of the 
Advisory Committee on the Framework Convention for the Protection of National Minorities, Council of 
Europe, Gabriela Hrabanova, Executive Director, European Roma Grassroots Organisations Network 

(ERGO), László Bukovszky, Slovak Plenipotentiary of for National Minorities as well as Edit Slezak, President of the European 
Association of Daily Newspapers in Minority and Regional Languages. The speakers discussed, inter alia, EU competence in the field 
of minority rights including possibilities of EU legislation, the role of the Council of Europe and its Framework Convention as well as 
the importance of language rights, while regretting that several Member States did not implement international recommendations.

***
Hearing on Facilitation Directive and humanitarian assistance to irregular migrants

LIBE is organising this public hearing on "The Implementation of the Facilitation Directive and humanitarian assistance to irregular 
migrants" as a follow-up to the recent adoption (5 July ) by the European Parliament of a resolution calling on the Commission to 
develop " ". Over the years, it appeared that Guidelines for Member States to prevent humanitarian assistance from being criminalised
implementation of the current EU legislation - the “Facilitators package”, which includes the Facilitation Directive of 2002 and the 
related Council Framework Decision - raises legal ambiguity and uncertainty between the need for sanctions for smugglers and the 
risk of criminalising humanitarian assistance.
The programme includes the presentation of an update of the 2015 study on the implementation of 2002 Directive (“Fit for purpose? 

”) and point of views and experience The Facilitation Directive and the criminalisation of humanitarian assistance to irregular migrants
of two citizens engaged in NGOs active with assistance to migrants, of a Member State (France), of the Border and Coast Guard 
Agency (Frontex) and of the Commission.
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News from Justice and Home Affairs agencies

Frontex. - Multiannual Programming 2019-2021
The LIBE Committee has given its views on the Agencies Multiannual Programming document for 
2019-2021. The Committee highlighted among other topics on which the Agency should take 
decisive steps to move forward in creating its technical and operational strategy.

In addition the Committee also called for the Agency to work towards effectively supporting the 
Member States in return operations. The Agency was also reminded of its obligations of providing 
adequate staffing of the Fundamental Rights Officer and access to necessary information to the 
Frontex Consultative Forum.

- Liaison officers to Member States
In the end of August Frontex has deployed its  to one of the Member States. The first liaison officer
role of the liaison officer is to enhance the cooperation between the Agency and the Member 
States. The Agency will deploy altogether 11 liaison officers.

 
***
 

eu-LISA. - Consolidated Annual Activity Report
The Executive Director of eu-LISA, Krum Garkov, will present the  of the Agency in the LIBE Consolidated Annual Activity Report
Meeting of 27 September.
 

***
 

EDPS.  International Conference of Data Protection and Privacy Commissioners-
The European Data Protection Supervisor, together with the Bulgarian Data Protection Commission, will host the 2018 International 
Conference of Data Protection and Privacy Commissioners in Brussels. This  will take place in the premises of the conference
European Parliament 22 – 26 October.
 

***
 
FRA. - Fundamental Rights Forum
FRA organised its annual Fundamental Rights Forum on 24-25 September. A LIBE delegation participated (see p.4).

- Latest publications
FRA recently published two studies which are relevant to LIBE's work: an update of its 2015 study on "Severe labour exploitation: 

", entitled this time "workers moving within or into the European Union Protecting migrant workers from exploitation in the EU: 
", and a European Commission requested study on "boosting workplace inspections How the Eurosur Regulation affects fundamental 

". The latter study presents main findings of FRA's review of the work of the European Border and Coast Guard Agency rights
(Frontex) and analysis of cooperation agreements concluded by EU Member States with third countries which are relevant for the 
exchange of information for the purposes of the European Border Surveillance System (Eurosur).

- Criminal justice to combat violence against women
On 20 September, the Agency gave a  in Vienna during the kick-off event of the OSCE project ‘Effective Criminal Justice presentation
Strategies and Practices to Combat Gender-based Violence in Eastern Europe’. FRA’s contribution was based on the results of the 
agency’s , which is the most comprehensive set of survey data available on various forms of violence violence against women survey
experienced by women in public and private spheres.
 

***
 

  Cepol. - Delegation from the Police College of Libya
On 12 September, CEPOL welcomed, for the first time, a delegation from the Police College of Libya, comprising of the Head of the 
Police College, Mr. Yahia Moussa Khalifa Tabouna, and the Head of the Administration Department, Mr. Mustafa Salem Ahmid 
Elkharaz. During the , the guests had the opportunity to familiarise themselves with CEPOL’s training portfolio and learning visit
activities, with a special focus on projects implemented in the Middle East and North Africa region.
 

***
 

EMCDDA. -  3rd Inter-sessional meeting of the UN Commission on Narcotic Drugs
On 25 September, EMCDDA Director Alexis Goosdeel addressed the 3  Inter-sessional  of the United Nations Commission rd meeting
on Narcotic Drugs (CND) in Vienna. The four-day meeting are focused on: demand reduction; access to controlled substances for 
medical and scientific purposes; cross-cutting issues, such as human rights; and preparations for the next CND session (March 2019).
 

***
 

Europol. -  INTERPOL-Europol conference
Cyber experts from law enforcement, the private sector and academia gathered in Singapore last week to devise strategies for 
promoting the global cybersecurity agenda. With cybercriminals using increasingly sophisticated methods and technologies to carry 
out their illicit activities, the 6th INTERPOL-Europol Cybercrime  focused on the most pressing cyberthreats today and in Conference
the future, from attacks against the financial and government sectors and the rise of ‘cybercrime as a service’ to denial of service 
attacks and business e-mail compromise scams.

 

 

https://frontex.europa.eu/media-centre/news-release/frontex-sends-first-liaison-officer-to-eu-member-state-E21l7y
https://www.eulisa.europa.eu/Publications/Corporate/eu-LISA%20Annual%20Activity%20Report%202017.pdf
https://www.privacyconference2018.org/en
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http://fra.europa.eu/en/publication/2015/severe-labour-exploitation-workers-moving-within-or-european-union
http://fra.europa.eu/en/publication/2018/protecting-migrant-workers-exploitation-eu
http://fra.europa.eu/en/publication/2018/protecting-migrant-workers-exploitation-eu
http://fra.europa.eu/en/publication/2018/evaluation-impact-eurosur-fundamental-rights
http://fra.europa.eu/en/publication/2018/evaluation-impact-eurosur-fundamental-rights
http://fra.europa.eu/en/event/2018/criminal-justice-combat-violence-against-women
http://fra.europa.eu/en/publication/2014/violence-against-women-eu-wide-survey-main-results-report
https://www.cepol.europa.eu/media/news/cepol-welcomes-first-time-delegation-police-college-libya
http://www.emcdda.europa.eu/news/2018/emcdda-at-un-commission-on-narcotic-drugs_en
https://www.europol.europa.eu/newsroom/news/interpol-europol-conference-calls-for-global-response-to-cybercrime
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Austrian Presidency ministerial conference on security and migration (13-14 September)

On the first day, the  took place together with representatives of the Western Balkan conference
countries. Following discussion on the security and migration challenges in South-Eastern 
Europe and respective support by Europol and the European Border and Coast Guard Agency 
(EBCG), a Prüm-like agreement was signed between several Member States and some Western 
Balkan states to enhance the exchange of fingerprint and DNA data. With regard to migration 
management, it was noted that numbers were rising on the Western Balkan route during the first 
half of 2018 and that, for example, Albania and FYROM had difficulties to provide reception 
facilities to the new arrivals. UNHCR was worried about the high rate of absconding and 
announced more support for proper asylum procedures in these countries.

The  focused on the cooperation with the African countries. It built on the previous meetings of the Central second day
Mediterranean Task Force as well as the multilateral Valletta, Rabat and Khartoum Processes and the trilateral Task Force AU-EU-
UN against trafficking in human beings in Libya. Violent extremism, terrorism and organised crime were threats for countries on 
both sides of the Mediterranean and needed common solutions. With regard to migration challenges, it was said that the deaths in 
the Mediterranean were unacceptable and that making money through smuggling and trafficking should be stopped. The 
representatives of Tunisia, Morocco and Libya took the floor and agreed on the need for cooperation on border protection, security, 
and better migration management. They rejected the idea of disembarkation platforms for their countries.

Representing the LIBE Committee, Claude Moraes highlighted the role of the Parliament as co-legislator with regard to security, 
legal migration and asylum. He emphasised the need to solve the reform of the Common European Asylum System, in particular of 
the Dublin system as a solution with regard to the discussion of disembarkation platforms. There was a need to look for a 
comprehensive package, genuine burden sharing and by leaving the pressure on a few Member States. He underlined the 
legislative role of the Parliament with regard to interoperability and the exchange of information in the area of police cooperation 
and recalled the relevance of data protection laws for agreements with third countries.

News from Council of Europe

From 4 to 5 September, the 
Committee of Experts on 
Administrative Detention of Migrants, 
operating under the supervision of 
the Council of Europe’s European 
Committee on Legal Cooperation, 
held its 11th . The committee meeting
aims at codifying existing European 
rules and standards on 
administrative detention of migrants.

The objective of the draft codifying 
instrument is twofold: to protect 
individuals held in administrative 
detention by providing them with 
individual guarantees on their 
administrative detention and to 
provide guidance to both national 
authorities of detention places and 
persons working closely with the 
persons held. The Committee works 
in consultation with the FRA. The 
committee’s work will continue until 
early 2019.

European Commission: new legislative package on migration and security

On the occasion of the last "State of the Union" speech delivered by President Juncker on 
12 September, the European Commission published four new legislative proposals. Three 
of them have to do with the migration and asylum policy while the fourth is an initiative for 
a Regulation on preventing the dissemination of terrorist content online. The new asylum 
and migration legislative package includes a revision of the Regulation adopted in 2016 on 
the European Border and Coast Guard (Frontex), for a further reinforcement of the 
agency. Also in the package is a proposal coming as an addition to that of May 2016 for a 
Regulation on the European Union Agency for Asylum (EUAA), on which a provisional 
agreement between the Parliament and Council had been reached in June 2017 for 
transforming the European Asylum Support Office into an fully-fledged agency. Finally, a 
recast of the Directive on common standards and procedures in Member States for 
returning illegally staying third-country nationals was issued as well, following the 2017 
Action Plan on Return and aiming at increasing return rates and the whole efficiency of the 
EU return system.

Two LIBE-relevant Communications were also published on that same date: on "A Europe 
that protects: an initiative to extend the competences of the European Public Prosecutor's 
Office to cross-border terrorist crimes" and on "Enhancing legal pathways to Europe: an 
indispensable part of a balanced and comprehensive migration policy", in which the 
Commission called upon the Council to "swiftly agree on a position realising a real added-

" […] so as to ensure the adoption of the value compared with the current Blue Card
revised Directive before the European Parliament elections. All those legislative 
documents published on 12 September were presented as "contribution[s] from the 
European Commission to the Leaders’ meeting in Salzburg on 19-20 September 2018".
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