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1. Opening remarks by the Co-Chairs of the EU-Georgia PAC

Co-Chair Sajjad KARIM opened the 6th EU-Georgia PAC meeting. He mentioned that EU-
Georgia relations had improved in 2017, putting particular emphasis on the fact that Georgia
had become a member of the Energy Community, thus proving its commitment to connecting
up with the European energy market. Mr KARIM also touched on the visa waiver, reckoning
that, while it was true that the situation was not perfect, some media outlets and politicians had
voluntarily exaggerated it for their own agendas. He also noted that Georgia had continued to
implement the Association Agreement, cementing its standing as front-runner among the
Eastern Partners. Further approximation efforts would require continued political will,
reinforced administrative capacity and, as always, the tenacious mobilisation of civil society.

Co-Chair Ms Tamar KHULORDAVA welcomed the representatives of the Government of
Georgia to the meeting. She mentioned the challenges faced with regard to visa liberalisation
and the democratic development that Georgia had experienced. Discussions would touch on
DCFTA implementation, constitutional reform in Georgia and legislative approximation with
EU law.

2. Adoption of the draft agenda

The draft agenda was adopted as it stood.

3. Adoption of the minutes of the 5th meeting of the EU-Georgia PAC held in Tbilisi
on 19 and 20 September 2017

Members were informed that the minutes of the meeting, prepared as usual by the host
parliament, had been distributed and were available in their files. It was agreed that if no
suggestions for corrections had been received by the following day, they would be deemed
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adopted.

4. State of play of EU-Georgia relations: Opening statements

Mr KARIM gave the floor to Mr Vakhtang MAKHAROBLISHVILI, Deputy Foreign Minister
of Georgia, who talked about the merger processes the Ministry of Foreign Affairs had recently
undergone, stating that this would reduce bureaucracy and increase efficiency, which would
contribute to EU integration efforts. He also underlined that in order to boost sectorial
cooperation between the EU and Georgia even further, a new format would be established under
the supervision of the Georgian Head of Government and the President of the European
Commission. Civil society was actively involved in the process of implementing the
Association Agreement Agenda and in the dialogue with NATO.

Mr Dirk LORENZ, Deputy Head of the Eastern Partnership Bilateral Division at the European
External Action Service (EEAS), stated that EU-Georgia relations had intensified. He
mentioned the constitutional reform and expressed concerns about not reaching a consensus
with civil society and the opposition. After talking about the public administration, justice and
security reforms, and visa waivers, Mr LORENZ welcomed the appointment of the new Public
Defender in Georgia, as well as the efforts of the Georgian Government to maintain contacts
with breakaway regions.

Mr Lawrence MEREDITH, Director of Neighbourhood East at the European Commission’s
Directorate-General for Neighbourhood and Enlargement Negotiations, commented on the
progress that had been made in terms of EU-Georgia relations in the previous six months,
making specific reference to the revised Association Agenda and visa liberalisation, which he
considered to be a great and game-changing achievement. He also talked about the opening of
a European school in Georgia, which would host students from all six Eastern Partnership
countries.

5. Implementation of the visa-free regime and steps taken by Georgia to address
challenges in its application

Co-Chair Ms KHULORDAVA introduced the agenda item on implementation of the visa-free
regime and steps taken by Georgia to address challenges in its application. She said that Georgia
had perceived this policy as a clear sign of trust, understanding and appreciation on the part of
the EU. She passed the floor to Deputy Foreign Minister Mr MAKHAROBLISHVILI, who
stated that visa liberalisation boosted business, tourism and people-to-people contacts between
the EU and Georgia, giving Georgia greater responsibility. He also said that they were now
working on information campaigns on these policies and that the Georgian side was looking
forward to more enhanced cooperation with the EU and its Member States.

Afterwards, Ms Nino JAVAKHADZE, Deputy Minister of Internal Affairs of Georgia, stated
that the number of Georgian citizens who abused visa liberalisation and sought asylum in the
EU Member States, mainly in Germany and Sweden, was quite low, and that Georgian
offenders constituted less than 1 % of total foreign offenders in the EU. She touched on the
recent agreements that Georgia had signed with Europol, expressing a hope that this would help
to prevent further complications. Ms JAVAKHADZE also mentioned the practice of deploying
police attachés, and said that they would soon be introduced in several EU Member States,
enabling tighter cooperation with law enforcement bodies in the EU.
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6. Peaceful settlement of territorial conflicts in Georgia

Co-Chair Mr KARIM introduced the next agenda item on the peaceful settlement of territorial
conflicts in Georgia. He stated that the EU was following the situation in the breakaway regions
of Georgia closely, including that of the status and rights of people residing in those regions
and near the administrative boundary lines.

Mr KARIM stated that the principles underpinning the EU’s policy towards the occupied
regions of Abkhazia and South Ossetia were simple. Firstly, the EU was committed to Georgia’s
sovereignty and territorial integrity within its internationally recognised borders, which implied
a firm policy of non-recognition. Secondly, the EU was determined to contribute to a peaceful
resolution of the conflict through negotiation and diplomacy, including by means of the Geneva
International Discussions. Thirdly, the EU stood by Georgia in its efforts to tackle the
consequences of the conflicts in the occupied regions, to improve the situation through
confidence-building efforts and to defuse tension in the areas adjacent to the administrative
boundary lines.

Mr KARIM also mentioned that the EU was monitoring the impact of EU programmes in the
field closely, as it was crucial to foster new channels between societies on both sides of
boundary lines, and to make sure that the potential of the Association Agreement was fully
unlocked, including for these populations. He also noted Russia’s destabilisation efforts, its
‘creeping annexation’ strategy towards the breakaway regions and the so-called borderisation
process, illustrated by the increase in military drills over the past few months. Mr KARIM again
stressed that he had issued a statement on the tragic death in custody of a Georgian citizen, Mr
Archil Tatunashivili, in Tskhinvali, the previous February. He then gave the floor to Ms
Ketevan TSIKHELASHVILI, State Minister for Reconciliation and Civic Equality of Georgia.

Ms TSIKHELASHVILI mentioned that Russia had concentrated its military capacity in the
conflict zone, carrying out regular military drills. There was no international access to the
annexed territories. 43 rounds of the Geneva International Discussions had not yet produced
tangible results. There was still the issue of IDPs and incidents relating to the crossing of the
non-existent borders. In Abkhazia there had been numerous cases of ethnic discrimination. The
Georgian population of Abkhazia did not have access to education in their native language and
could not own property or run for public service positions. There had even been a campaign
urging people to change their ethnicity. The Georgian Government had been helping schools
and hospitals in both Abkhazia and South Ossetia; however, this did not seem to have been
enough. The Georgian Government was ready to provide access to all kinds of services and to
free trade agreements to people living in Abkhazia and South Ossetia. The EU could help to
foster contacts through public diplomacy and grassroots initiatives.

7. Consolidation of democratic reforms and protection of fundamental freedoms in
Georgia

On opening the agenda item on consolidation of democratic reforms and protection of
fundamental freedoms in Georgia, Co-Chair Ms KHULORDAVA mentioned that the Georgian
Parliament had already finalised the constitutional reform process. While the mixed electoral
system gave privileges to the ruling party, they had decided to go ahead with the change in
order to enhance parliamentary democracy in Georgia by giving smaller parties the chance of a
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presence in parliament, so that after 2020 there would be a more pluralistic and representative
Georgian Parliament.

Ms Nino LOMJARIA, Public Defender of Georgia, then took the floor. The international
community had no access to the two regions annexed by Russia and it was therefore difficult
to get a clear picture of the human rights situation there. However, people in these regions very
often did not have access to basic services, such as education and healthcare. The international
community should try to address the impunity of some of the actions of Russian soldiers on the
border. Prison conditions had seen improvements, but much remained to be done. A vital
concern was that the judicial reform was still unable to guarantee the protection of the
independence of individual judges.

8. Progress and challenges in the implementation of the EU-Georgia Association
Agreement (AA) and Deep and Comprehensive Free Trade Area (DCFTA)

Ms Ekaterine MIKABADZE, Deputy Minister of Economy and Sustainable Development of
Georgia, stated that the DCFTA continued to boost economic ties between the EU and Georgia.
In 2017 exports from Georgia to the EU had increased by 13 %. Through the DCFTA the
Georgian Government was supporting the private sector, especially SMEs. The government
was also working to ensure quality infrastructure and sufficient human capacity. She
highlighted changes in public procurement that were designed to reduce corruption, and
strengthen transparency and predictability. Consultations with civil society were being held
alongside the implementation of the DCFTA. Mr LORENZ from the EEAS put special
emphasis on the sustainable development of the agricultural sector in Georgia.

9. Adoption of the Final Statement and Recommendations

The Co-Chairs proceeded with the vote, it being understood that a double majority – i.e. a
majority on each side of the two components – would be needed for the adoption of the
amendments and of the final text. The Final Statement and Recommendations of the 6th PAC
meeting was thus adopted as modified, the double majority requirement having been met:

– European Parliament component: 5 in favour, 0 against, 0 abstentions.
– Georgian component: 7 in favour, 0 against, 2 abstentions.

10. Any other business

No points were raised.

11. Date and place of next meeting

The next meeting of the Parliamentary Association Committee would be held on 18 and 19
September 2018, in Tbilisi.


