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Words by the Chair

Last month, EU27 and UK 
eventually reached an 
agreement on Brexit. Our 
committee has been actively 
engaging in the negotiations on 
a number of LIBE-related issues.
Firstly, on the issue of citizen’s 
rights we worked very effectively 
with the EP Brexit Steering 
Group. There is still work to be 
done in this area, and in my view 
some vital safeguards, but 
overall we managed to secure a 
lot for ‘the 5 million’.
The second key bloc of issues 
was the proposed adequacy 
agreement for data flows and the 
question of a ‘security treaty’ 
following Brexit. There will have 
to be a settlement on how the 
UK will or will not be involved, 
and to what extent, in key JHA 
security measures such as the 
European Arrest Warrant, SIS II, 
ECRIS and PNR.
Our committee will keep a close 
eye on other aspects of Brexit 
including borders, Schengen, 
future free movement and visas 
matters. At the time of writing, 
the House of Commons is due to 
vote on the agreement on 11 
December. The future of the deal 
will stem from this crucial vote.

Claude MORAES

LIBE Committee 2018 records
Completion on security, police & judicial cooperation and data protection; 
steps forward for the strengthening of rule of law and respect for 
fundamental rights; stand-still on asylum-migration and e-privacy.

2018 has been very productive legislative year for LIBE, with the 
completion of an important number of files. This sounds rather natural as the end of the 
mandate is approaching and all institutions are eager to present positive results to the 
citizens. Beyond quantity though, some common threads are visible in terms of policy fields.

 was definitely at the forefront, first with Police and judicial cooperation in criminal matters
agreements reached on the revision of the  directive, on new rules anti-money laundering
concerning the mutual recognition of  and the asset freezing and confiscation orders controls 

. The   was also revised for even on cash entering or leaving the Union Eurojust Regulation
closer cooperation. All this should contribute to making the EU stronger in front of the terrorist 
threat.

At the cross-road of the , cooperation for exchanging security and data protection fields
electronic data stands also high in terms of legislative achievements. Three regulations were 
adopted on the Schengen Information System, in the fields of  police and judicial cooperation
in criminal matters, of  and for the  of irregularly staying third-country border checks return
nationals. Agreement was also found with Council on the establishment of a European Travel 
Information System ( ) and the revision of the regulation on the EU Agency for the ETIAS
Operational Management of Large-Scale IT systems in the area of freedom, security and 
justice ( ). As things stand, the two proposals for setting up a Framework for eu-LISA
interoperability between EU information systems (on police and judicial cooperation, asylum 

; and on ) are also likely to be adopted by the end of the and migration borders and visas
year.  As for data protection itself, the proposal on Respect for private life and the protection of 
personal data in electronic communications ( ) did not move at all this year and the E-privacy
European Parliament is still waiting for the Council to adopt its position. However, a main 
achievement in 2018 was the revision of the Regulation on the protection of natural persons 
with regard to the processing of personal data by the Union institutions, bodies, offices and 

.agencies and on the free movement of such data

Results are less conclusive in other policy fields like , in spite of asylum and migration
intensive LIBE work for negotiations within the European Parliament - mandates were 
adopted on all proposals - as well as with the Council whenever the latter was ready to 
proceed. Indeed, the reform of the Common European Asylum System and the only legislative 
file on legal migration proposed in the legislature - the  - are stalled.Blue Card

Besides legislative files, LIBE has also been very active with putting resolutions through to the 
Plenary. European Parliament positions were adopted again in the field of data protection (on 

, the adequacy of the  and soon of Facebook and Cambridge Analytica EU-US Privacy Shield
the protection afforded by Japan), but also on the promotion of fundamental rights and values 
(establishment of a ) and the rule of law (on  and European Values Instrument Hungary Poland
). On this latter subject, the setting up of a dedicated LIBE Working Group, seeking adoption 
of a resolution by the end of the mandate, is certainly to be noted as well as in 2018 records.
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Latest LIBE activities in the filed of Rule of Law

LIBE has been busy over the last weeks with several rule of law-related activities, focussing on certain Member States but also aiming at a 

reinforcement of the general monitoring and compliance mechanisms in the Union.

Exchange of views on Safety of journalists in Bulgaria
The LIBE Working Group on the Rule of Law held an exchange of views with three journalists - 
Attila Biro, Dimitar Stoyanov and Stanimir Vaglenov - on the “Safety of journalists in Bulgaria” on 
21 November. The meeting was following the recent murder of Bulgarian journalist Viktoria 
Marinova - the third assassination of a journalist in the EU in less than a year, after those of 
Daphne Caruana Galizia in Malta, and Jan Kuciak and his fiancée in Slovakia. Speakers recalled 
that first conclusions of the investigation, with the swift arrest of a suspect, point towards a non-
politically-related crime, not related to the journalistic activities of the victim. Concerns based on 
civil society reports and journalists’ testimonies were however discussed about the safety of 
journalists and of media freedom in the country, resulting notably from cross-border criminal 
activities and transformation of the media economic environment.

***
Progress in Bulgaria and Romania under the Co-operation and Verification Mechanism
Mr. William Sleath (Director, European Commission SG) presented the two reports published by the Commission on 13 November 
regarding progress in Bulgaria and Romania under the Co-operation and Verification Mechanism (CVM). For Bulgaria, developments 
since the last report were mentioned and it was underlined that if the efforts in achieving progress are continued, after a further 
assessment, the CVM could process to be concluded by the end of this Commission mandate. For Romania, it was highlighted that 
specific recommendations have been addressed in particular as regards the justice laws, the appointments/dismissals within the 
judiciary and the Criminal Codes, and that authorities need to implement these additional measures in order to put the reform process 
back on track and resume the path towards the conclusion of the CVM. This presentation was followed by an exchange of views with 
LIBE Members.

***
Rights and Values Programme in the MFF 2021-2027
The proposal establishing the Rights and Values programme as part of the MFF 2021-2027 aims at protecting and promoting 
common European rights and values as enshrined in the EU Treaties and Charter of Fundamental Rights. The LIBE rapporteur (Bodil 
Valero) and her shadow rapporteurs consider that in challenging times for democracy and rule of law in Europe, adequate funding 
and easy access to this instrument is urgently needed for supporting citizens engaged in promoting the European values. Therefore 
there is broad support for adding a new specific objective (the Union values strand) referring to democracy, fundamental rights and 
the rule of law that will fund corresponding actions at local, regional, national and transnational levels. The vote on the draft report, 
amendments and opinions given by the relevant committees is planned for today, 10 December.

***
Protection of the EU budget in case of generalised deficiencies as regards the rule of law in the Member States
On 3 December, the LIBE Committee adopted six compromise amendments to the Commission’s proposal for a regulation on the 
Protection of the Union's budget in case of generalised deficiencies as regards the rule of law in the Member States. The LIBE 
opinion aims at enlarging the scope of the instrument to include also fundamental rights, reinforcing the link between the generalised 
deficiency as regards the rule of law or fundamental rights and the proper implementation of the Union’s budget. The text provides for 
an independent panel of experts to assist the Commission in finding that there is a generalised deficiency in a Member State that 
affects or risks affecting the proper implementation of the Union’s budget. The lead Committees, BUDG and CONT, will vote their 
report on 13 December.

***
Hearing on the Rule of Law in Poland
On 20 November, the LIBE Committee held a on “The situation of the Rule of Law in Poland, in particular as regards public hearing 
the independence of the judiciary”, while on 3 December, the draft mission report on the LIBE mission to Warsaw concerning the 
Rule of Law situation in Poland (19 to 21 September) was presented .(see page 4)

***
Informal meeting with the Council Presidency on the Rule of Law in Hungary
The LIBE Chair, together with Rapporteur Judith Sargentini represented the European Parliament in a preparatory briefing at the 
invitation of the Austrian Presidency. They presented the main elements of the Parliament position adopted on 12 September calling 
on the Council to determine, pursuant to Article 7(1) of the Treaty on European Union, the existence of a clear risk of a serious 
breach by Hungary of the values on which the Union is founded. This exchange of views is considered as a preliminary step and it is 
expected to be followed up by an invitation for the Parliament to present its position in a formal Council meeting which is possible 
under Council  own internal rules. The Chair and Rapporteur reported to President Tajani.

 

State of play of the reintroductions of internal border controls 
Current reintroductions as notified to the Parliament:

-  as of 11/11/2018 for 6 months (reason: migration and terrorist threat)Austria:
- from 01/11/2018 to 30/04/2019 (art.25.1 and 27 of regulation 2016/399) (terrorist threat)France: 

-  as of 12/11/2018 for 6 months (art. 25 to 27 of regulation 2016/399) (migration and security policy)Germany:
-  as of 12/11/2018 for 6 months (art.25 of regulation 2016/399) (threat to public policy and internal security)Sweden:

-  as of 12/11/2018 for 6 months (art. 25 and 27 of regulation 2016/399) (terrorist threat)Norway:
-  as of 12/11/2018 for 6 months (art. 25 and 27 of regulation 2016/399) (terrorist threat)Denmark:

- : from 22/11/2018 to 16/12/2018 (art.25.1 and 27 of regulation 2016/399) (COP24 UNFCCC)Poland

 

 

 

   
 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/libe/events-hearings.html?id=20181112CHE05282
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Situation of fundamental rights in the EU in 2017
On 3 December, the LIBE Committee adopted with a large 
majority the  on the situation of fundamental rights in the EU report
in 2017 (Rapporteur: Josep-Maria Terricabras, Greens/EFA). The 
report, to be put to the plenary vote in January, focuses on six 
areas of concern, namely rule of law; migration; women’s rights; 
media freedom, freedom of expression and assembly; racism, 
xenophobia, discrimination and hate speech; as well as the 
important role and mandate of the Fundamental Rights Agency.

MEPs recall that respect for the rule of law is a prerequisite for the 
protection of all values listed in Article 2 TEU; they strongly condemn the efforts of some 
Member States to weaken the separation of powers and the independence of the judiciary, 
and state that the EU’s ineffectiveness in putting an end to the serious and persistent 
breaches of the values referred to in Article 2 TEU in some Member States is undermining 
both the trust among Member States and the credibility of the EU. They recall the need for 
an impartial, regular assessment of the situation with regard to the rule of law, democracy 
and fundamental rights in all the Member States, based on objective criteria.

MEPs express deep concern about assassinations still being committed against journalists 
in the Member States, and urge national law enforcement authorities to take all measures to 
prevent such violence and further cooperate with Europol to accelerate investigations into 
these killings.

MEPs also stress that solidarity must be the principle upon which Union action on migration 
is based, and call on Member States to put into place a combination of protection-related 
schemes, such as resettlement and humanitarian admission. They ask Member States to 
consider alternatives to the detention of asylum seekers, refugees and migrants, in 
particular children, regardless of whether they are accompanied by their families or not.

 

Humanitarian visas and Visa code

On 3 December, two important reports related to visa policy were adopted in LIBE.
On one side, the Members ask the European Commission to table, by 31 March 2019, a 
legislative proposal establishing a . Holders would be European Humanitarian Visa
allowed into Europe - only to the member state issuing the visa - for the sole purpose of 
submitting an application for international protection. Humanitarian visas would help to 
address the intolerable death toll in the Mediterranean and on the migration routes to the 
EU (at least 30 000 persons have died at EU borders since 2000), to combat human 
smuggling, and to manage arrivals, reception and processing of asylum claims better.
On the other side, LIBE agreed on the . The new EU short-stay visas would Visa Code
bring simpler procedures for legitimate travellers (visa applications possible nine months 
ahead of the trip, instead of six; no need to buy for a travel medical insurance any more) 
and incentives for non-EU countries cooperating on readmitting irregular migrants.

 

 

 

 

Documents adopted in LIBE

-  on Public sector Opinion
information 
-  on Rights of Motion for a resolution
intersex people
-  on Humanitarian visasReport
-  on Visa CodeReport
-  on Situation of fundamental Report
rights in the European Union in 2017
-  on EU Emergency Travel Report
Document
- Motion for a resolution on personal 
data protection with Japan
-  on Protection of personal Opinion
data in European Parliament 
elections
-  on ID card securityReport
-  on Use of financial and Report
other information for the prevention, 
detection, investigation or 
prosecution of certain criminal 
offences

***

LIBE-related resolutions in Plenary

-  on Temporary Report
reintroduction of border control

Next LIBE meetings:

10 December 2018 & 7, 10, 23-24 
and 29 January 2019

See , draft agendas meeting 
 and documents live broadcast

  10 December: Security Dialogue
with Commissioner King on 
“Cooperation with the Western 
Balkans in the field of security”

 

 

 

 

Religion and Human Rights within the EU

A  on “Religion and Human Rights within the EU - A seminar
Shared Responsibility” was held on 4 December in the 
framework of the European Parliament's dialogue with churches, 
religious, philosophical and non-confessional organisations, 
hosted by European Parliament President Antonio Tajani and 
First Vice President Mairead McGuinness, responsible for the 
dialogue prescribed by Article 17 TFEU. Representatives of 
churches exchanged with FRA Director O’Flaherty, UNHCHR 
Representative Van Hout and Professor Byrne on the role of 
religions in the development of the fundamental rights 
philosophy that gave birth to the present European and 
international legal framework, and on the role of religions in 
ensuring respect of those rights. LIBE MEPs Marek Jurek and 
Tomas Zdechovsky, as well as MEP Virginie Rozière, Co-Chair 
of the European Parliament Platform for Secularism in Politics, 
acted as Chairs and Rapporteurs. The question-time allowed for 
the participation of representatives of non-confessional 
organisations, as well as non-affiliated citizens.

Situation in Libya

On 27 November, stakeholders reported in LIBE on the Search 
and Rescue (SAR) activities by the EU in the Mediterranean, the 
cooperation with the Libyan Coast Guard (LCG), and the 
situation of refugees and migrants in Libya. The Commission 
pointed to the high number of persons rescued by operations 
Thermis and Sophia and of the traffickers arrested. They 
acknowledged the cooperation with the LCG that they 
highlighted as legitimate structure under international law. The 
EEAS pointed to the EU efforts to provide support to the 
refugees detained in Libya aiming at ultimately closing the 
detention centres. The IOM drew attention to the serious security 
situation in the country, the growing number of internally 
displaced persons, but also of persons voluntarily repatriated. Pr. 
Moreno-Lax presented the SAROBMED project and the Legal 
Service orally informed about its opinion on the Council 
Conclusions of June 2018. Several Members showed their 
dissatisfaction with the disembarkation of persons rescued in 
Libya.

 

 

https://oeil.secure.ep.parl.union.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2018/2103(INI)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?type=REPORT&mode=XML&reference=A8-2018-0423&language=EN
https://oeil.secure.ep.parl.union.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2018/0061(COD)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//NONSGML+COMPARL+PE-627.951+02+DOC+PDF+V0//EN&language=EN
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/O-8-2018-000132_EN.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?type=REPORT&mode=XML&reference=A8-2018-0423&language=EN
https://oeil.secure.ep.parl.union.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2018/0061(COD)&l=en
https://oeil.secure.ep.parl.union.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2018/2103(INI)&l=en
https://oeil.secure.ep.parl.union.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2018/0186(CNS)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//NONSGML+COMPARL+PE-630.530+02+DOC+PDF+V0//EN&language=EN
https://oeil.secure.ep.parl.union.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2018/0104(COD)&l=en
https://oeil.secure.ep.parl.union.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2018/0105(COD)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//NONSGML+TA+P8-TA-2018-0472+0+DOC+PDF+V0//EN
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/libe/draft-agendas.html
http://www.emeeting.europarl.europa.eu/committees/archives/201511/LIBE
http://www.emeeting.europarl.europa.eu/committees/archives/201511/LIBE
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/ep-live/en/committees/schedule?start-date=&end-date=&committee=LIBE
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/streaming/?event=20181204-1500-SPECIAL-OTHER


 

 

Page 4 LIBE newsletter - 10 December 2018
 

 

 

 

LIBE events
Hearing on the situation of the 
Rule of Law in Poland

On 20 November, the LIBE 
Committee organised a public 

 on “The situation of hearing
the Rule of Law in Poland, in 
particular as regards the 
independence of the 
judiciary”. The hearing was 
organised as a follow-up to the LIBE mission to Warsaw on the 
Rule of Law situation in Poland (19 to 21 September), which took 
place within the framework of the Article 7(1) TEU procedure 
activated by the European Commission on 20 December 2017 in 
relation to the rule of law situation in Poland.

The Chair opened the meeting by expressing his dissatisfaction 
with the fact that the Polish Government had not accepted the 
LIBE Committee’s invitation to be represented at this hearing. He 
then presented some preliminary Chair’s conclusions from the 
mission to Warsaw. First Vice President of the European 
Commission, Frans Timmermans, provided an overview of the 
latest developments as regards the rule of law in Poland, and on 
the Article 7 TEU dialogue between Poland and the Commission. 
Three more institutional interlocutors were heard: Pr. Emeritus 
Jean-Claude Scholsem, Substitute Member of the Venice 
Commission of the Council of Europe, Kees Sterk, President of 
the European Network of Councils for the Judiciary and Dr Adam 
Bodnar, the Polish Ombudsman, Office of the Commissioner for 
Human Rights. The last part of the hearing consisted of an 
academic and civil society panel, composed of Pr. Laurent Pech 
(Middlesex University London); Dr. Tymoteusz Zych (Cardinal 
Stefan Wyszyński University in Warsaw); Michał Wawrykiewicz, 
lawyer, "Wolne Sądy" (Free Courts); and Małgorzata Szuleka, 
Head of Advocacy, Helsinki Foundation for Human Rights.

On 3 December, the LIBE Committee considered the draft 
mission report from the LIBE mission to Warsaw on the Rule of 
Law situation in Poland (19 to 21 September). The Chair, who 
was also the Chair of the Delegation, expressed serious concerns 
about the cumulative effects of the reforms of the Polish judicial 
system carried out over the past three years, which lead to a 
situation in which the executive has an excessive influence on the 
composition and possibly the functioning of the Constitutional 
Tribunal, the ordinary courts, the National Council of the Judiciary 
and the Supreme Court. Those concerns were shared by a 
majority of the Delegation Members, with the exception of the 
ECR and ENF groups.

EYE2018 follow-
up hearing 

The European 
Youth  Hearing
(EYE2018 follow-
up hearing) took 
place in the LIBE 
Committee on 19 
November. This  was the follow-up of the European Youth hearing
Event (EYE2018), which took place on 1-2 June in the European 
Parliament in Strasbourg.  Following this event, 100 ideas were 
selected to be addressed to the MEPs. Young Europeans that 
participated in the EYE 2018 were then invited to present these 
ideas in the respective Parliamentary Committees and to start a 
dialogue with the Members. Rachele Antonia Gianfagna, Lukas 
Feuchter and Simón Cabrera Ebers were the selected EYE 
participants who presented their ideas on migration and anti-
radicalisation to the LIBE Committee. The discussion focused, 
among others, on unaccompanied children and on the role of 
migrants in civil society; education and custody of 
unaccompanied and separated children, a European residence 
for qualified migrants; tackling exclusion and disengagement of 
radicalised people as well as humanitarian corridors for refugees.

***

Hearing on e-evidence

On 27 November an  on e-evidence took place in hearing
connection with the so called "e-evidence package". In view of 
the effects this package could have (e-evidence will be the main 
evidence in the future) a hearing was held with practitioners, 
providers, fundamental rights and data protection advocates. The 
following speakers were invited: Mr. Hartmann and Mr. Kerkhofs, 
prosecutors, Dr. Schneiderhan, President of the German 
Association of Judges, Prof. Dr. Bošnjak, Judge at the ECHR, Mr. 
Mitchell, Council of Bars and Law Societies of Europe, Mr. 
Dearing, FRA, Mr. Wiewiorowski, EDPS, Mr. McNamee, EDRi, 
Ms Kyriakides, EPIC, Dr. Schubert, EuroISPA, and Ms Wagener, 
Vodafone.

Several participants raised legal issues, inter alia, doubts about 
the added value, legal basis, extra-territorial application, 
assessment of legality and fundamental rights by providers, 
proportionality, obligations under the Charter and ECHR, and 
data protection implications. Pr. Bošnjak, ECHR Judge, 
expressed doubts about the compatibility with Article 8 ECHR. 
Telecommunication providers highlighted that the proposal puts 
them into a legal vacuum. Based on the input provided to the 
Rapporteur and shadows several topical working documents will 
be prepared addressing the questions raised.

 

 

 

 

LIBE mission
Interparliamentary Mission to the Intergovernmental 
Conference on the Global Compact for Safe, orderly and 
Regular Migration, Marrakesh, 10-11 December

A European Parliament delegation participates in the  in Marrakech, Morocco, on 10-UN intergovernmental conference on migration
11 December. The delegation will represent the  at the conference to adopt the position of the European Parliament UN Global 

 adopted in April this year. From the outset, the Parliament has supported the goals Compact for Safe, Orderly and Regular Migration
of the 2016  and the related process as a unique opportunity to establish a global New York Declaration for Refugees and Migrants
governance regime and to enhance coordination on international migration. The  that the compact resolution on 18 April 2018 insists
for migration “should be people-centred and human rights-based, and should provide for long-term, sustainable and comprehensive 
measures, for the benefit of all parties involved, building on the principle of partnership and strengthened cooperation among 
countries of origin, transit and destination”. It should protect the most vulnerable (women and children, unaccompanied minors), 
prevent human rights abuses, and be based on partnership with a broad range of stakeholders, the Parliament stated. The LIBE 
members of the EP delegation are the following: Anna Maria Corazza Bildt (EPP), Cécile Kyenge (S&D), Judith Sargentini (Greens
/EFA), Laura Ferrara (EFDD) and Udo Voigt (NI).
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News from Justice and Home Affairs agencies
Frontex. - Management board activities
The Agencies management board in its decision on 6 November has approved the following 
documents. First it has adopted the  for 2019-2021. Secondly Multiannual programming document
the management board has adopted the  for 2019-2021.Anti-Fraud Strategy

***
EASO. - EASO Consultative Forum Plenary Meeting
The 8th took place in Brussels on 5th December, and EASO Consultative Forum Plenary Meeting 
focused on the issue of reception of asylum seekers. It gathered representatives of civil society, 
but also national (asylum and reception) and local authorities, EU institutions and other agencies, 
and academics. The aims of the meeting were to exchange information on how Member States 
reception system currently function, look at relevant problems (capacity, including emergency 
capacity linked to contingency planning, but also quality of reception in view of the Reception 
Conditions Directive), point to best practices and discuss the role of EASO in the context of 
reception, both current (through the network of reception authorities, relevant guidance, 

operational support, collection of data) and future. The workshops tackled more specifically the provision of information in the context 
of reception, reception of children, emergency reception provision, coordination between stakeholders, and reception and society.

***
FRA. - Severe labour exploitation explored at Greek Ministry event
The Agency’s ongoing work on severe labour exploitation formed part of discussions during a high-level one-day  at the conference
Greek Ministry of Foreign Affairs in Athens on 30 November. The conference was held to support the efforts of Greek authorities to 
combat severe labour exploitation and apply relevant fundamental rights standards effectively. The focus was on trafficking for labour 
exploitation.

***
Eurojust. - Joining forces with EU Anti-Trafficking Coordinator and FRA against child trafficking
On 28 and 29 November, the FRA, in close cooperation with the European Commission (EU Anti-Trafficking Coordinator’s Office), 

at Eurojust, experts and partners from across the European Union to enhance prevention of trafficking of EU brought together 
children. Participants included representatives from Eurojust, Europol, senior judges and prosecutors, child protection staff, central 
authorities established under the Brussels II Regulation, law enforcement officials, as well as civil society experts. The meeting was 
held in the framework of the and 2018 Joint Statement of Commitment to working together to address trafficking in human beings 
organised in the context of the work to develop common EU-wide practical guidance to enhance inter-agency and transnational 
cooperation to prevent trafficking of EU children, ensure protection of child victims, find durable solutions and safeguard their rights 
under EU and international law. The development of the guidance is a key action set forth in the 2017 Communication from the 
Commission on  Reporting on the follow-up to the EU Strategy towards the Eradication of trafficking in human beings and identifying

.further concrete actions

 

 

 

 

Three questions to... Roberta Metsola (EPP)
As before, we will continue to ask LIBE MEPs about their job as Rapporteur. 
This time we are with Roberta Metsola (EPP, Malta) in her capacity of 
Rapporteur for the new proposal on the European Border and Coast Guard 
(EBCG) agency.

For this report, what are the main challenges for the European Parliament as 
co-legislator?
As the Rapporteur on the EBCG 2.0 proposal, I have made it a point to have 
a strong European Parliament position but still finalise the process as quickly 
as possible. There are many interests at stake and many clashing positions 
on how they see the Agency moving forward. The main challenge is to try to 
bridge all the different positions into a workable solution that will give an 
enhanced mandate for the Agency to fulfil its obligations.

What do you suggest to improve the EBCG proposal?
My draft report proposes the necessary amendments to ensure that the Agency is able to address all the challenges present at our 
external borders. I am proposing a strengthened and more flexible EBCG standing corps in order to increase the human resources 
needed by the Agency in all of its activities but doing so with a credible timeline for its setting up. I also believe that it is our duty as 
co- legislator to also include the necessary fundamental rights safeguards in this proposed Regulation, whether we are talking about 
allocating adequate resources to the Fundamental Rights Office, making the complaints mechanism more effective, ensuring the 
respect of fundamental rights in returns from one third country to another and to introduce greater parliamentary scrutiny of the 
Agency. Additionally, I believe that the highest level of specialised training should be given to all staff, including statutory staff. Finally, 
I introduced two safeguards on executive powers and firearm equipment. My position is that the host Member State should decide on 
what executive powers are granted to the team members and whether they can bear arms during an operation which will be 
dependent on the type of operation that is conducted.

What is the part of your work as LIBE Rapporteur that you enjoy the most? Is there something that you like less about being a 
Rapporteur?
As the LIBE Rapporteur on such an important file, I have the opportunity to set the tone of the discussions by presenting my vision on 
the future of the EBCG. It is a big responsibility, as we have to get it right, but it is also something that I enjoy doing. There are of 
course parts of the process that are bureaucratic, but it's all part of a long process to ultimately improve the situation on the ground at 
our external borders. This is what European citizens expect us to do and that is precisely what I am aiming to achieve.

 

 

https://frontex.europa.eu/assets/Management_Board/decisions/2018/MB_Decision_32_2018_adopting_the_Programming_Document_2019-2021.pdf
https://frontex.europa.eu/assets/Management_Board/decisions/2018/MB_Decision_36_2018_adopting_the_Anti-Fraud_Strategy_2019-2021.pdf
https://www.easo.europa.eu/consultative-forum-plenary-2018
http://fra.europa.eu/en/news/2018/severe-labour-exploitation-explored-greek-ministry-event
http://www.eurojust.europa.eu/press/News/News/Pages/2018/2018-11-30-EU-Anti-Trafficking-Coordinator%2C-FRA-and-Eurojust.aspx
https://ec.europa.eu/anti-trafficking/eu-policy/heads-ten-eu-agencies-commit-working-together-against-trafficking-human-beings_en
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A52017DC0728
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A52017DC0728
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Justice and Home Affairs Council - 6 and 7 December

Home affairs and Justice Ministers of the Member States met on 6 and 7 December in Brussels to 
discuss several topics of relevance to LIBE, starting with the Justice and Home Affairs priorities for the 
next .Multiannual Financial Framework

On home affairs, the Council agreed its negotiating position on new rules proposed by the Commission 
to stop the spread of . Ministers also agreed a partial general approach on the terrorist content online

  European Border and Coast Guard (EBCG) agency, on return and cooperation with third countries,
however stipulating that the agreement does not allow for the start of negotiations with the European 

Parliament. Ministers also approved a comprehensive and operational set of measures with a law enforcement focus to step up the 
fight against , following the European Council’s conclusions of October 2018. Ministers were also meant  people smuggling networks
to assess progress on the reform of the  and the , and to more generally discuss  Common European Asylum System return directive
the EU's comprehensive approach to . This was to take place against the background of the release of a  migration new Commission 

 on 4 December, indicating that the five most advanced files of the asylum package could be treated separately Communication
from the problematic Dublin and Asylum Procedures Regulations.

As for justice-related files, Ministers reached an agreement on the Council's position on the regulation aiming to improve cross-
border access to . The Council also adopted e-evidence in criminal matters conclusions on mutual recognition in criminal matters, 
aiming at improving trust and cooperation between judicial authorities across the EU, a key aspect for the effective mutual 
recognition of judgment and judicial decisions. The conclusions foresee a number of practical actions to be taken, including: 
promoting training of practitioners; encouraging exchange of best practices; encouraging the full use of the possibilities offered by 
Eurojust and the European Judicial Network (EJN). Further, the Council adopted its position on the revision of the so-called 

 Regulation which sets out rules on jurisdiction, recognition and enforcement of decisions in matrimonial matters and Brussels IIa
the matters of parental responsibility, as well as on intra-EU child abduction.

Finally, the Council adopted a declaration on the and the development of a common security approach to  fight against antisemitism 
better protect Jewish communities and institutions in Europe, against the background of the publication of the 2018 FRA report on 

 on 10 December.antisemitism

News from Council of Europe

The European Commission for the 
 has adopted the Efficiency of Justice

first European text setting out ethical 
principles relating to the use of 
artificial intelligence (AI) in judicial 
systems. The  provides a Charter
framework of principles that can 
guide policy makers, legislators and 
justice professionals when they 
grapple with the rapid development 
of AI in national judicial processes.

On 3 December the Council of 
 has Europe Development Bank

decided to provide the Spanish 
authorities with € 1.15 million to 
support healthcare services for 
migrants and refugees transiting 
through the autonomous cities of 
Ceuta and Melilla.

Upcoming Romanian Presidency - important dates

 

Informal JHA Councils:
- 7 February (Home) and 8 February (Justice)

JHA Councils:
- 7-8 March and 6-7-8 June

European Councils:
- 21-22 March and 20-21 June

Coreper II:
- 7, 16 and 30 January; 6, 13, 20 and 27 February; 6, 13 and 27 March; 3, 11 and 17 April; 

2, 7 (tbc), 15, 24, 25 and 29 May; and 5, 12 and 26 June.

 

 

 

 

Contact

LIBE Secretariat
Head of Unit: Antoine Cahen
Square de Meeûs 8 - 8th floor

B-1047 Brussels
libe-secretariat@ep.europa.eu

Follow LIBE

www.europarl.europa.eu/libe/
https://twitter.com/EP_Justice
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https://ec.europa.eu/home-affairs/sites/homeaffairs/files/what-we-do/policies/european-agenda-migration/20181204_com-2018-798-communication_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/home-affairs/sites/homeaffairs/files/what-we-do/policies/european-agenda-migration/20181204_com-2018-798-communication_en.pdf
http://fra.europa.eu/en/publication/2018/2nd-survey-discrimination-hate-crime-against-jews?_cldee=Y2VsaW5lLmNoYXRlYXVAZXVyb3BhcmwuZXVyb3BhLmV1&recipientid=contact-13eac53bd4d3e4119de700155d040d18-1b44cbc919e84c9880f6dbc7c22442af&esid=eaa543d3-27fa-e811-80dc-00155d040a54
http://fra.europa.eu/en/publication/2018/2nd-survey-discrimination-hate-crime-against-jews?_cldee=Y2VsaW5lLmNoYXRlYXVAZXVyb3BhcmwuZXVyb3BhLmV1&recipientid=contact-13eac53bd4d3e4119de700155d040d18-1b44cbc919e84c9880f6dbc7c22442af&esid=eaa543d3-27fa-e811-80dc-00155d040a54
https://www.coe.int/en/web/cepej/home/
https://www.coe.int/en/web/cepej/home/
https://rm.coe.int/ethical-charter-en-for-publication-4-december-2018/16808f699c
https://www.coe.int/en/web/portal/-/council-of-europe-development-bank-provides-financial-assistance-for-refugee-healthcare-in-ceuta-and-melilla
https://www.coe.int/en/web/portal/-/council-of-europe-development-bank-provides-financial-assistance-for-refugee-healthcare-in-ceuta-and-melilla
http://www.newsgate.europarl.europa.eu/newsgate/dgipol/resource/static/images/import/libe_2018_december_3rd_version/romania-council.png
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/libe/home.html
https://twitter.com/EP_Justice
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/ep-live/en/committees/schedule?committee=LIBE
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