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A. Introduction 

 

The 26th EP-South Africa Inter-Parliamentary meeting (IPM) was held from 30 October to 2 

November 2018 in Pretoria and Cape Town, South Africa. The EP Delegation was led by Hans 

van Baalen (ALDE, NL), Chair of the Delegation, and comprised 4 further members - Sabine 

Verheyen (EPP, DE), second Vice-Chair of the Delegation, Michael Gahler (EPP, DE), Anthea 

McIntyre (ECR, EN) and Maria Gabriela Zoana (S&D, RO). 

 

The IPM took place on 31 October and 1 November and was co-chaired by Hans van Baalen 

(on the EU side) and Joan Fubbs (on the South Africa side). The discussions covered a wide 

range of topics, including the strategic cooperation between South Africa and the EU in the 

wake of the upcoming seventh South Africa - EU Summit, the forthcoming elections on both 

sides, the implementation of the Economic Partnership Agreement, trade issues, the EU support 

to key sectors in South Africa (SA) such as education, health achievements, etc. (see agenda in 

Annex).  

 

The mission included a courtesy call on the Speaker of the Parliament of South Africa, meetings 

with Deputy Finance Minister Gugubele, the Deputy Minister for International Relations and 

Cooperation Landers and with the EU Delegation. 

 

Furthermore, there were meetings with civil society and Non-Governmental Organisations 

(NGOs), think tanks and foundations on the latest political developments, human rights, social 

situation, including unemployment, inequality, urban management, black empowerment, 

conditions of mining communities, education, and possibilities for enhancing sectorial 

development cooperation. In this framework, exchanges of views on the planned land reform 

in order to reduce social inequalities in South Africa were of particular importance - only 2,98% 

of land being owned by the majority black population. 

 

 

There was also a variety of field visits, mostly to EU co-funded projects, including a visit to the 

Athlone School for the blind, to the Khanyisa Centre and to an electoral violence prevention 

programme at the District Six Museum.  

 

 

General background 

The mission took place in the wake of the planned seventh South Africa - EU Summit (15 

November), and the scheduled visit of President Ramaphosa to the European Parliament (14 

November). 

 

South Africa is the only country in sub-Saharan Africa with which the EU has an established 

strategic partnership (since 2006). 

EU - South Africa cooperation is based on the “Multiannual Indicative Programme 2014-2020”, 

which focuses on three main sectors: 

1. Employment creation; 

2. Education, training and innovation; 
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3. Building a capable and developmental state; 

The provisional entry into force of the SADC-EU Economic Partnership Agreement in October 

2016 has considerable potential to boost trade relations. Already today the EU is by far the most 

important trading partner for South Africa. However, there are a number of trade issues that are 

being addressed in the appropriate fora, including high custom duties (35%) on the import of 

poultry into the EU, textile duties and planned duties on small vehicles. 

 

 

 

 

 

B. Activities before the Inter-Parliamentary Meeting 

 

 

Tuesday 

 

Briefings by the EU Delegation 

 

The EU Delegation provided a very interesting insight into the current political situation in 

South Africa. The election of President Ramaphosa awoke new hope and perspectives in South 

African society, especially concerning sound, transparent, efficient and accountable leading of 

the State and shaping of policies for a more equal redistribution of income in a nowadays still 

extremely unbalanced society. The focal point in this process seems to be the planned land 

reform, which is, however, still in its initial phases, actually at a discussion stage, and could 

pose questions of legitimacy, if not managed properly, in a Constitutional framework and with 

the involvement of all relevant stakeholders.  

 

 

Visit to Freedom Park in Pretoria 

 

Freedom Park is a cultural institution housing a museum and a memorial dedicated to 

chronicling and honouring the many who contributed to South Africa's liberation. The museum 

aims to preserve and narrate the story of the African continent, and specifically South Africa, 

from the dawn of humanity, through pre-colonial, colonial and apartheid history and heritage, 

to the post-apartheid nation of today. It is a centre of knowledge aimed at deepening the 

understanding of the nation. It strives to accommodate all of the country's experiences and 

symbols to tell one coherent story. 

 

 

 

Lunch meeting with think tanks (ISS, University of Pretoria, and SAIIA) 

 

A panel of civil society organisations (CSO) informed the Members of some crucial problems 

South Africa is facing: the South Africa Institute for International Affairs (SAIIA) highlighted 

the rampant unemployment, especially the youth unemployment, and highlighted the lack of 

employment possibilities, due to a number of factors, starting from infrastructural problems, an 

unfavourable economic environment and lack of investments. On the other hand, there was a 

discussion on the scientific progress made by South African scientists on the treatment for 
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tuberculosis, although the HIV/AIDS rate remains among the highest in the world, and 

antiretroviral treatment is not available to everyone, despite the efforts of the public health 

sector.  

 

 

 

D-ZA - INTA Seminar on land reform (with Presidential Committee and High Level Panel on 

land reform, and AgriSA business representative) 

 

 

This part of the programme was organised jointly with the EP Committee on international 

Trade’s ad hoc delegation. 

 

Professors Hall, Claessens and Kirsten, as well as the Hon. Nzimande, were all on the same 

line: they pointed out that, since the end of apartheid, nothing much has changed in South Africa 

concerning the inequalities in society. The same old mechanisms, mentality and economic 

power distribution, has been perpetuated in a vicious circle that has been difficult to break. The 

only hope, they said, was to start from making a radical and innovative agrarian reform which 

would entail a redistribution of land according to the principle of giving priority to people who 

actually cultivate and live on and from the fruits of that land. 

 

These speakers underlined that the process of land redistribution would be done in the 

framework of the rule of law and of respect of constitutionally enshrined principles, involving 

all relevant stakeholders and offering a form of compensation wherever possible.  

 

On the other hand, the representative of the business community warned against redistribution 

of land without compensation, since this would cause fear of foreign investors to invest in a 

country where property rights are uncertain. He added that in this moment South Africa needs 

foreign investors in order to create growth and jobs, especially in some key sectors, in which 

the country would like to obtain a competitive advantage, such as the automotive industry. 

 

 

 

Courtesy call with the Speaker of the Parliament  

 

 

Both the EP Delegation for Relations with South Africa and the INTA ad-hoc Delegation were 

received by Hon. Baleka Mbete for a courtesy call. The possibility of such a call clearly 

demonstrated the will by both sides to further reinforce partnership by constructive dialogue 

that might provide the backbone of concrete solutions.  

 

 

 

Meeting with Deputy Minister of Finance, Hon. Gugubele 

 

The Deputy Minister described the new Government programmes to tackle corruption and to 

ensure sound, open and transparent financial macro management. He spoke about the serious 

commitment of the Ministry to correct any mistakes done in the past, to allocate resources in 

an equitable way where they are most needed, to rationalise the work of the Ministry, and to 
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prevent any external interference in the work of the Ministry. 

 

 

 

Meeting with Deputy Minister of Department of International Relations and Cooperation, Hon. 

Landers 

 

The Foreign Affairs Deputy Minister underlined the need to form a common front between the 

EU and South Africa, to counter dangerous trends in the international relations towards 

unilateralism and economic protectionism. He saw very good perspectives for enhancing EU - 

South Africa cooperation, possibly in a wider African Union context, in many important policy 

areas, such as peace and human rights, but also crucial sectoral areas such as climate change 

and education. On Post - Cotonou negotiations, Mr Landers stated that it is important to 

somehow preserve the unity of the ACP group, since “the descendants of slaves living in the 

Caribbean are our brothers and sisters.”  

 

 

 

C. Inter-Parliamentary meeting 
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A wide range of issues was discussed. The list of topics had been previously agreed by both 

sides. 

  

 

 

I. EU - South Africa Strategic Partnership 

 

Members agreed that interparliamentary dialogue continues to be of crucial importance to 

improve mutual trust and respect and to strengthen the already good relationship between the 

parts, by creating a favourable environment to reinforce the existing cooperation, but also to 

resolve potential misunderstanding or different views and approach, as for instance in the case 

of trade irritants. 

 

They underlined the importance of especially the present IPM, due to the scheduled upcoming 

14 November visit of President Ramaphosa to the European Parliament in Strasbourg and to 

the seventh EU - South Africa Summit on 15 November. They agreed to send the Joint 

Declaration, resulting from the conclusions of the IPM, to the relevant instances of the EEAS 

and of the Government of South Africa, to serve as an input for the Summit.  

 

Triggered by a comment by Ms Joan Fubbs, Members reflected on the future setting of the EU 

- SA IPMs. While it is good to meet regularly and discuss a variety of topic, IPMs should be 

more result - oriented and focused on fewer topics, but with a constant follow-up to be done 

regularly by Members with the help of the respective Secretariats. In this context, it was stressed 

that the topics to be chosen should be ones where Parliamentarians can have an immediate and 

tangible effect. Good examples are all the fields in which there is sectoral cooperation between 

the EU and South Africa, such as education - where the EU has a strong added value with its 

support programmes and actions -, or the implementation of existing bilateral and multilateral 

agreements between the parties, possibly in the wider framework of EU - African Union 

cooperation. 

 

It should be stressed that this part of the IPM, as well as the subsequent trade-related part, was 

done in common with the ad-hoc Delegation of the EP Committee on International Trade 

(INTA). The presence of INTA to these discussions further strengthened the adopted 

conclusions. 

 

It was also agreed that the outcome of these parliamentary exchanges would inform regional 

agendas, such as the African Union and the Africa-Caribbean-Pacific instances, as well as 

global bodies, such as the United Nations and the World Bank. 

 

  

 

II. Current issues of mutual interest 

 

 

 

On Trade:  

 

While the world’s largest economies engage in anti-trade rhetoric, African nations are emerging 

as free trade defenders by doing the opposite. As a matter of fact, they have adopted a 
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developmental approach to trade policy as a means to generate domestic prosperity. They are 

in general removing restrictions to movement of goods, people and capital in an effort to boost 

intra-African trade and build a single regional market.  

 

It was agreed that we should enforce the existing ties, cooperation and mutual respect, based 

on a philosophy of partnership, and to create platforms for jobs, trade and investment to happen. 

The need to share best practices from the EU internal market in building a similar African 

regional bloc was stressed.  

 

While it is important to find political solutions to the existing trade issues and irritants, it is also 

necessary to unleash the potential for an African regional trading bloc, as a key to obtaining 

diversification, industrialization, a growing economy and jobs.  

 

 

 

On water and climate: 

 

It was stressed that although the recent severe drought in South Africa is over, the impact of 

climate change affects everyone. The increased frequency and intensity of extreme weather 

events like hurricanes, wildfires and droughts threaten food supplies, chases people from their 

homes and threatens livelihoods. The consequences are an increased risk of conflict and hunger, 

which affect the world’s poor in a disproportionate way.   

 

Therefore, all Members underlined the importance of adhering to the agreement reached at the 

23rd Conference of the Parties on Climate Change, specifically regarding funding commitments 

between developing and developed nations. 

 

A long-term partnership between the EU and South Africa in mitigating impending climate 

disasters could play an important role, especially in the areas of water management and access 

to clean water, displacement of people, food security and sustainable farming.  

 

 

On Education: 

 

Monitoring progresses in the field of education requires constant attention and an enhanced 

partnership. According to Members, education should remain a priority area of the EU - South 

Africa cooperation, at all levels: from pre-kindergarten, primary schools, program exchanges 

at all degree levels, technical and professional education (T-VET), to Erasmus Mundi. 

 

Both sides acknowledged the existing fruitful cooperation between the parties in the field of 

education, with a variety of programmes, projects and actions co-financed by the EU, but also 

recognised that it is still “a drop in the ocean”. South Africa seems to lack the structural capacity 

to raise the quality of teaching and to adapt education to the needs of the labour market, starting 

from basic literacy and calculation skills, despite the high percentage of its gross national 

income dedicated to education.  

 

Therefore, both sides agreed that cooperation should be directed, in primis, to improving the 

quality of teaching at all levels, by sharing expertise and best practices, and to a systematic 
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revision of curricula and teaching methods, in synergy with the Ministry of Education of South 

Africa.  

 

 

 

On 21st century slavery: 

 

 

An appalling picture was depicted. Slavery, especially of women and children, is an ongoing 

problem even in the most advanced European countries, such as the United Kingdom, where 

5145 victims were identified in 2017, despite its modern anti-slavery Act. Of this number, 2118 

were children, which is a 66% increase from 2016. However, these are only the identified 

victims, the nature of modern slavery means that it is impossible to know the true number, it 

could be far higher.  

 

Modern slavery is now the second fastest growing international crime, second only to the illegal 

arms trade. It has overtaken the drugs trade because of the simple fact that people can be bought 

and sold more than once.  

 

There has been a shift from more general abuses towards organised crime infiltrating legal 

international workers’ supply chains. Goods made under slave labour are often produced 

through recognised multinational companies, therefore a stricter control mechanism for such 

companies should be set up. 

 

Due to their precarious legal status, immigrants are much more likely to fall victims of slavery. 

During the November 2017, AU - EU Summit in Abidjan, a three-point plan was presented, 

including the creation of a joint task force to dismantle human trafficking network and evacuate 

migrants by repatriating them.  

 

 

On Brexit: 

  

Despite the evident difficulties to reach an agreement on the exit of the UK from the European 

Union, that put under pressure the Government of Ms Theresa May, it would seem that a 

compromise, however imperfect, may be reached.  

 

It was stressed that in general the UK contributed more than it received from the EU budget. 

The UK was ready to continue sectorial cooperation with the EU, although trade cooperation 

will be more complex due to the globalisation of production, high geographical specialisation 

and the implementation of the Rules of Origin. It was pointed out that the security umbrella for 

Europe should stay in the framework of NATO military alliance.  

 

It was also said that Brexit will not cause problems for South Africa: on the contrary, it might 

even be beneficial because of possible reinforced trade cooperation in the framework of the 

Commonwealth.  

 

South African Members reiterated the fact that South Africa would continue to reinforce 

cooperation with both the UK and the EU.  
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On the planned land reform in South Africa: 

 

Members from both sides agreed that a radical change and shift in paradigm is necessary in 

order to start reducing structural inequalities in South African society, which is one of the most 

unequal in the world.  

 

The South African side informed European Members about the ongoing debate and 

consultations in the country on how to implement a radical land reform, which is, according to 

them, the only one that can guarantee the change in the overall distribution of wealth and could 

redress some of the most blatant inequalities.  

 

The European Members said that they agree with a reform, if the South African side deems it 

necessary, but that such a reform should be done in the framework of the Constitutional 

provisions and legal order, without any forced expropriations or expropriations without a fair 

compensation. 

 

 

 

 

III. Regional Integration 

 

 

On Pan – African Free Trade Area and regional internal market, innovation partnerships   

 

 

European Members expressed very positive views on the realisation of a Pan – African 

integrated market, as foreseen in detail by the Agreement establishing the African Continental 

Free Trade Area (AfCFTA) signed in Kigali in March 2018, and already ratified by 22 States 

of the African Union, and called for its swift and rapid implementation. 

 

South African side shared the enthusiasm, but stated that first a set of public consultations has 

to be done in South Africa, also in order to evaluate the potential impact the agreement could 

have on South Africa’s economy. So, South African Members agreed with the idea of 

continental trade and economic integration, but said this should be done gradually and in 

coordination with the relevant internal economic and trade stakeholders. 

 

The EU side reiterated its willingness to support, technically and financially, the integration 

process. In this framework, the need for a good coordination with the African Union was 

stressed, as framed in the Africa – Europe Alliance for Sustainable Investments and Jobs.  

 

All Members agreed that an important pillar of the above mentioned Alliance is an increased 

cooperation in research and innovation, with a particular accent on development of digital 

infrastructure, connectivity and smart grids as a cradle for the creation of new, high added – 

value jobs. 
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EU External Investment Plan for Sub-Saharan Africa 

 

 

Both sides agreed that the first results of the implementation of the External Investment Plan 

are encouraging, because there seem to be a political interest and a generally good investment 

climate, which trusts the tools provided by the Plan. 

 

However, it was also stressed that the Plan relies for its big part on attracting private investment, 

therefore it relies on a capital which has not yet materialised and for which it is not completely 

sure it will materialise. In this regard, the South African side stressed that their country, despite 

having been classified as a middle income one, suffers from an extremely unequal distribution 

of wealth among social classes, geographical areas, etc.. And this is also due to unequally 

developed regions.  

 

Therefore, they stressed the importance of a continued financial and technical support to South 

Africa by the EU, especially in crucial sectors such as education. European Members generally 

agreed with such a stance. 

 

  

 

 

D. Activities after the Inter-Parliamentary meeting  

 

 

 

Meeting with the persons responsible for the project “City Improvement Districts”  

 

The project consists in citizens of a certain urban area to pay for additional urban life quality 

services that are subsequently ensured by an association of persons, often operating on almost 

voluntary basis, called the CID (“City Improvement District”). These urban services are 

additional to the normal services provided by municipalities, and do not thus replace them.  

 

In South Africa, the CIDs, made up of committed and dedicated people, have been very 

successful in revitalising extremely degraded and crime prone urban areas, thus benefitting not 

only the local population, but also the whole of society.  

 

The persons responsible for the overall implementation of CIDs in South Africa, as well as the 

people in charge of the Cape Town CID, presented their difficult and sometimes dangerous 

daily work, from trying to involve drug dependent, unemployed or otherwise socially excluded 

people into urban requalification project in their own areas, to the creation of teams of guardians 

of urban order and quiet living, which use non-violent methods and operate in close contact 

with local Police forces.  

 

According to Members, South African CIDs are a model that could be easily replicated in many 

EU cities and elsewhere. Therefore, there are ongoing twinning projects with some cities like 

Aachen in Germany that are working very well and should be further supported, inter alia in 

the framework of the EU regional development policy. 
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Dinner with Civil Society – Beneficiaries of the Enhancing Legislature Oversight Programme 

– Enhancing CSO participation in the legislature oversight and participation processes 

 

  

One real added value of the meeting with a variety of Civil Society Organisations consists in 

the fact that for the first time Members of the South African Parliament were invited as well to 

attend it. As a matter of fact, they created a network between them and the attending CSOs on 

relevant topics, such as monitoring of implementation of legislation, participation of citizens in 

local elections and ownership by citizens of local decisions and administrative acts, youth 

involvement in the decision – making processes and procedures, and land issues, especially for 

mining communities. 

 

European Members insured a continuous and real support for many of the ongoing projects of 

the invited CSOs, the majority being already sponsored and supported to some extent by the 

EU Delegation to South Africa.  

 

Another important result of the meeting was the exchange of views and of experiences of the 

CSO representatives with the European Members, which highlighted that many of the 

problems, especially on local governance, that affect South Africa, are also very common in the 

EU. Therefore, a proposal was made to create an SA – EU network to exchange best practices 

in tackling those issues, like the efficiency, participation and inclusion of citizens in local 

governance processes. 

 

 

 

Athlone School for the Blind 

 

The visit to the school, entirely dedicated to children suffering from visual impairment and well 

– equipped with high-quality latest generation tools for such kind of teaching, had been chosen 

because the EU is sponsoring a project for the training of teachers specifically aimed at the 

learning of skills and ways to deal with a special didactic approach and methods to teach blind 

children. 

 

The curriculum of the EU-sponsored project start with getting acquaintance with the different 

types of visual impairment diseases, to then touch the psychological dimension of a child 

suffering from the disease, and eventually concentrates on the best pedagogical approach and 

the efficient use of the available tools, especially in the Braille standard alphabet reading and 

writing.   

 

 

 

House of Smile (Khanyisa Centre) 

 

A consortium of NGOs, led by the Italian “CESVI”, created a shelter for women subject to 

gender - based violence. Also in this case, the project is co-financed by the European Union 

through a dedicated programme implemented by the EU Delegation to South Africa. In the 

majority of the cases, the women sheltered in the Centre are young mothers beaten by their 

partners. The shelter can host up to 30 women – currently there are 26 in there. It is physically 

located in the heart of a very poor and dangerous urban area named Philippi, thus allowing 
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women in need to just “walk in” by literally crossing the street.  

 

However, the shelter is meant as a temporary refugee only. The volunteers working there help 

these women to search for more long-term solutions, like, in the majority of the cases, to make 

it possible to the victim, and her children, to travel to a distant family member living possibly 

far from Cape Town.  

 

 

Roundtable at the District Six Museum –Electoral violence prevention programme 

 

One of the “flagship” EU co-financed activities, the electoral violence prevention programme 

is a milestone in the engagement of the EU, and specifically of the EP – involved at various 

stages and providing different kinds of useful inputs throughout the execution of the programme 

– for democracy building and democracy support actions.  

 

With its remarkable penetration among stakeholders and its far reach among the CSOs that are 

helping with the smooth electoral processes and procedures, the project has been widely 

considered as useful and influent in helping to guarantee transparent and fair elections. 

 

One of the initiatives in the framework of the project consists in officially rewarding the actors, 

which contributed the most to its success. In this context, our Members were invited to officially 

give the prizes to the chosen participants. 

 

 

 

Conclusions 

 

The following operational conclusions were envisaged by the Delegation for Relations with 

South Africa throughout the IPM: 

 

 

- To give a concrete follow-up to actions foreseen in the Joint Statement (see below). 

 

- To follow up, with the European External Action Service, on the EU co-funded projects 

visited and on the possibilities of re-financing them. 

 

- To reflect, together with SA counterpart, on the future structure of the IPMs, in order to 

maximise its impact and its connection with on-going issues. 
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Joint Statement 
26th South Africa – European Union, Inter-Parliamentary Meeting 

 
31 October - 1 November 2018 

 
Parliament of South Africa, Cape Town 

South Africa 
 

________________________________________________________ 
 
The 26th South Africa - European Union Inter-Parliamentary Meeting (IPM) between Members 

of the South African Parliament and Members of the European Parliament took place in the 

Parliament of South Africa on 31 October and 1 November 2018. 

  

Members reiterated their recognition that Inter-Parliamentary Meetings have played an 

important role in strengthening South Africa - EU relations, and fostering understanding and 

implementation of the strategic partnership through joint action. They highlighted that the IPM 

dialogues take place in a constructive spirit and from the perspective of monitoring progress 

and sharing best practices. 

 

Members welcomed the strong relations between South Africa and the EU, recognizing that 

the moment is politically appropriate for fostering this decades-long value-based partnership 

with renewed ambition. Members called for the building of even closer ties, as equal partners 

and in the framework of a wider regional alliance and cooperation between the African Union 

and the EU, with a focus on sustainable, mutually supportive growth, for industrial and Small 

and Medium Enterprise development, infrastructure and agriculture, including the agro-

processing, to strengthen value-addition in Africa. 

 

The Delegation welcomed the upcoming address by President Cyril Ramaphosa to the 

European Parliament, Strasbourg on 14 November 2018. Additionally, Members highlighted 

the unique opportunity of the seventh South Africa – European Union Summit of 15 November 

to anchor the relationship strategically, based on past associations and looking far into the 

future. The Summit offers an extraordinary chance to build alliances on the basis of shared 

interests and of the joint EU and SA commitment to effective multilateralism. In this context, 

the Delegation shall scrutinise the implementation of the Summit’s conclusions. 
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Members reaffirm the central role of the United Nations and the need to secure a rules based 

international system that protects fundamental principles such as peace and stability, 

democracy, the rule of law and human rights. 

 

 

Members underlined the mutually strategic importance of the South Africa – European Union 

strategic relationship, a stronger partnership with South Africa means a stronger connection 

between the European Union and the whole of Sub-Saharan Africa. This should be in the 

context of regional integration and cooperation with the African Union, as framed in the Africa 

– Europe Alliance for Sustainable Investment and Jobs. 

 

The Delegation acknowledged that climate change is having an impact globally, and agreed 

that addressing global warming should be a joint priority on sustainable development under 

the framework of the implementation of the Paris Agreement. As international relations are 

being challenged on this issue around the world, Members recognized South Africa’s regional 

role and voiced their support for South Africa’s agenda in addressing climate challenges and 

concerns, and for its leadership at the upcoming COP24 in December. 

 

Members welcomed the envisaged African Continental Free Trade Area, and the prospects of 

building on the current regional integration processes supported by the EU and the Economic 

Partnership Agreements and further, call for the swift implementation. Members emphasized 

the importance of trade between South Africa and the European Union and highlighted the 

role trade plays in facilitating peace.  

 

The Delegation agreed that fostering job creation should also be a joint priority, and exchanged 

views on the appropriate instruments to achieve this goal. For instance, Members discussed 

how additional private investments could be attracted to South Africa through policy certainty 

and examined which industrial sectors or regions should be primarily targeted, and called for 

partnerships in infrastructure development, particularly in strategic areas such as energy, 

water management and digital infrastructure. In this regard, European Members emphasized 

the importance of building a strong, resilient digital economy based on a skilled workforce, 

secure infrastructure, and research and innovation clusters fostering collaboration between 

leading universities and industry. Members also called for broader partnerships with EU 

stakeholders for innovation exchange and technology transfer. 
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At the same time, the Delegation recognized that there are some trade impediments between 

the European Union and South Africa that have to be resolved through continuing constructive 

dialogue. Members agreed that a speedy and sustainable solution should be found especially 

in the sectors of poultry, wheat, citrus in the light of a broader agenda. 

 

The Delegation acknowledged the importance of education, for promoting equality and 

opportunity, creating a robust and innovative economy, resourced by a vibrant private sector 

and anchored in a solid public commitment to sound governance and common good. Members 

welcomed South Africa’s goal to address the needs of the job market by focusing on youth 

and education, ensuring young generation acquire the necessary skills to engage with socio-

economic activities.  

 

The South African Members acknowledged and expressed their appreciation for financial 

support provided by the European Union to the education sector in South Africa.  

 

Members called for a greater involvement of youth in decision - making processes and issues 

that affect them. The South African Members highlighted the importance of and support for 

the recently launched Youth Employment Service (YES) initiative, which aims to create 1 million 

internships for the unemployed youth over the next three years. This will contribute to reducing 

youth unemployment.  

 

Members welcomed the election of South Africa as a non-permanent Member of the United 

Nations Security Council from 2019 to 2020, and the opportunity for the European Union and 

South Africa to work closely together to ensure peace and security, as well as to advance an 

ambitious human rights agenda. Members agreed to explore the deepening of cooperation in 

mediation, conflict prevention, peace and security on the continent, in alignment with the EU-

Africa agenda.  

 

The Delegation agreed that modern day slavery can affect people of any age, gender or race 

and that no country is free from modern slavery. They recognised the need for greater 

coordination of efforts to combat it at an international level.   

 

In this context, they urged both the EU and AU Member States to swiftly prepare the action 
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plan for the implementation of the conclusions of the 5th AU - EU Summit in Abidjan. 

 

The 27th Inter-Parliamentary Meeting will take place in Europe in the second half of 2019 and 

take the legacy forward. 

 

The Delegation mandated their Co-Chairs to forward this statement to the President and 

Members of the European Parliament, the President of the European Commission, VP/HR 

Federica Mogherini and the European External Action Service (EEAS), the Parliament of South 

Africa, the President of the Republic of South Africa and the Executive. 

 

Issued: 1st November 2018 
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EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT 

 

DELEGATION FOR RELATIONS WITH SOUTH AFRICA 

 

30 October - 2 November 2018 

 

Pretoria/Cape Town - South Africa 

 

PROGRAMME 
draft VIII 

(31 October 2018) 

 

Monday, 29 October  Pretoria 

 

Individual arrivals of Members at Johannesburg airport  

 

Briefing on the programme - EP Secretariat and EU Delegation officials. 
   Venue: EU Delegation in Pretoria (27 George Storrar St, Groenkloof, 

Pretoria) 

 

Tuesday, 30 October Pretoria 

 

08.00 Departure of Members from Sheraton Pretoria Hotel to EU Delegation 

 

08.30 – 09h30 Briefings by the EU Delegation - Ambassador Marcus Cornaro 
Venue: EU Delegation in Pretoria (27 George Storrar St, Groenkloof, Pretoria) 

 

 

10.00-11.30  Visit to the Liberty Park in Pretoria 
 

11.45- 13.30 South Africa Foreign Affairs policy, UNSC, cybersecurity - with think - 

tanks  
 Venue: Blue Crane, 156 Melk St, Nieuw Muckleneuk, Pretoria, 0181 

Host: EU Delegation 

 

Gustavo de Carvalho - Institute for Security Studies 

Sithembile Mbete – University of Pretoria  

Elisabeth Sidiropoulos – Chair of the South African Institute of International 

Affairs (SAIIA)  
 

13.30 Departure to Oliver Reginald Tambo Airport in Johannesburg 

 

16.00 Flight to Cape Town (arrival in CT at 18:05) 
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19.00  D-ZA - INTA Seminar on Land Reform 
Venue: Granger Bay Campus – CPUT, Mouille Point, Beach Rd, Mouille Point, Cape 

Town, 8005, phone: +27 21 440 5700 

Host: European Parliament  

 

Participants: Professors Ruth Hall (member of Presidential Committee), 

Aninka Claessens (lead Kgalema Motlanthe High - Level Panel Report on 

land), Professor Johann Kirsten,  Honourable Mr Nzimande, Vice Chair 

Parliamentary Constitutional Review Committee 

Business representatives : AgriSA tbc 

  CSOs : Association For Rural Advancement tbc    

 

 22.00  Check-in at hotel (TAJ Cape Town hotel, Cnr Wale Street & St. Georges Mall, Cape Town)  

 

Wednesday, 31 October Cape Town 

 

09.10  Departure from hotel - walk over to RSA Parliament  

 

9.30 - 11.30 PARLIAMENTARY MEETINGS (jointly with INTA Delegation) 
   Venue: Good Hope Chamber, Good Hope Building, RSA Parliament 

 

11.30 - 12.00 Working Lunch with Members of the RSA Parliament  
 Venue: National Assembly restaurant within the Parliament building  

 Host: RSA Parliament  
 

12.00 - 13.00 Meeting with Speaker of Parliament 

   

14:00 - 14:30  Meeting with Deputy Finance Minister Gugubele 

 

 Meeting with Deputy Minister Landers - International Relations and 

Cooperation 
 Venue: National Assembly 

 

14.30 - 18.00 PARLIAMENTARY MEETINGS 
   Venue: Good Hope Chamber, Good Hope Building, RSA Parliament 

 

19.30 - 21.30 Working dinner with Members of the RSA Parliament  
Venue: Pepperclub Hotel & Spa, Loop Street, Cape Town City Centre 

Host: RSA Parliament – Honourable Fubbs 

 

Thursday, 1 November Cape Town 

 

08.45  Departure from hotel - walk over to RSA Parliament 

 

09.00 - 12.00 PARLIAMENTARY MEETINGS 
 Venue: M46, Ground Floor, Marks Building, RSA Parliament 
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12.00 - 14.30 Working Lunch with South African Political Parties 
 Venue: M314, 3rd Floor, Marks Building, RSA Parliament 

 Host: European Parliament 

   

 

15.00 - 18.00 Meeting with the persons responsible for the project “City Improvement  

   Districts” 
Venue: 13th floor, 1 Thibault Square, cnr Long St & Hans Strijdom Ave, Cape Town 

8001 
 

 

19.00 - 21.30 Dinner with civil society – beneficiaries of the Enhancing Legislature 

Oversight Programme - Enhancing CSO participation in the legislature 

oversight and participation processes:  

 > Building participation and advocacy among mining communities, CSOs and 

legislatures for inclusive development 

 > Promoting Broader and Effective Civil Society Participation in 

Environmental Governance in South Africa 

 > Enhancing CSO Participation in legislature oversight and participation 

processes 

 > Putting the “People” in People’s Parliament: Scaling up inclusive 

participation in South African Legislatures to enhance democratic oversight 

 
 Venue: TAJ Cape Town Hotel, Cnr Wale Street & St. Georges Mall, Cape Town 

 Host: European Parliament  

 

Friday, 2 November Cape Town and 

surroundings 

 

8:45 – 10:15  Athlone School for the Blind  

   Venue:Athlone str Glenhaven, Bellville 

   • Learn more about how pupils with poor sight or who are blind have their right 

to education guaranteed in South Africa;  

   • Discuss challenges of education with children with special needs, as well as 

from the Athlone neighbourhood 

   • Visit the teachers and pupils at work 

 

 

10:45- 12:35  Visit to the House of Smile/Khanyisa Centre (gender - based violence and 

children’s rights in a violent township)  

   Venue: New Eisleben & Mpumelelo St, Philippi 

   • Meet the organisations providing social services at the hub and government 

department collaborating (shelter for victims of gender violence and child 

protection).  

   • Exchange of views with the beneficiaries of the programme and on the 

challenges of living in Philippi, especially in the case of young people and 

women   
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13:30 – 16:45 Roundtable at the District Six Museum – Electoral Violence prevention 

programme  

   Venue: 5A Albertus St &, Buitenkant St, Zonnebloem 

   • Discuss during lunch with selected participants, including the European Centre 

for Electoral Support (ECES), the electoral violence prevention programme 

financed by the European Union 

   • Visit the District Six Museum to learn about the history of forcible removals in 

South Africa. District six was previously a mixed community which was 

declared a "White Area" by the Apartheid Government and resulted in the 

forced removal of 60 000 people.  

 

 

 

End of the official programme 

Individual departures of Members to Cape Town airport  

 

 

Contacts: Rok Koželj (EP), GSM +32 479 373 376, Inga Urban (EP), GSM: +32 477 855 226 
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SOUTH AFRICAN PARLIAMENT 
 

26th South Africa-European Union (SA-EU) 
 Inter-Parliamentary Meeting (IPM) 

 

31 October-1 November 2018, Cape Town 
 

DRAFT AGENDA  
 

Wednesday, 31 October 2018 

Meeting room:  

Good Hope Chamber, Good Hope 
Building, South African Parliament, 

Cape Town, South Africa 

 
08:30 REFRESHMENTS SERVED 
 
 

09:00-12:00 INTER-PARLIAMENTARY MEETING 
 
 

I. EU - South Africa Strategic Partnership 
 

 Strategic cooperation between South Africa and the European Union 
(EU): Successes over the past 5 years and ways of strengthening the 
Inter-Parliamentary Partnership going forward. 
 

 Update on the incoming elections in the EU and South Africa  
 

 
II. Current issues of mutual interest 

 

 

 Trade opportunities 
 

 Agriculture: 
- Citrus Black Spot – an update on the state of play 
 
- Food Security and Trade Issues 
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 Implementation of the SADC-EU EPA: Wheat, poultry and textiles 
 

  

 Water management as part of the climate agenda 
 

 

12:15-14:00 LUNCH hosted by South African Parliament 

  National Assembly Restaurant, 2nd Floor, National Assembly Building 

 

 
 
 
14:00-18:00 INTER-PARLIAMENTARY MEETING 
 

II. Current issues of mutual interest (continued) 
 

 

 Education: Access to Education;  acquisition of skills; teacher training; 
exchange programmes; quality control and school drop out 

 

 Health: Update on the  successes and challenges of Tuberculosis (TB) 
treatment in South Africa 
 

 Update on the challenges surrounding Migration Issues in EU and South 
Africa. 

 

 21st Century slavery including trafficking and related Human Rights 
Issues 
 

 Brexit – current status and projected conclusion – Impact on EU-SA 
relationship? 
 

 
 
19.30-21.30 Dinner hosted by Mrs JL Fubbs, Co-Chairperson of the SA-EU IPM 

(by invitation only) 
 Venue: The Pepperclub, Loop Street, Cape Town 
 
 

Thursday, 1 November 2018 

Meeting room:  
M46, Ground Floor, Marks Building, 

South African Parliament, Cape Town, 
South Africa 
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08:00 REFRESHMENTS SERVED 
 
 
9:00-12:00 INTER-PARLIAMENTARY MEETING 
 

 
II. Current issues of mutual interest (continued) 
 

 Topics for discussions at the SA - EU Summit on 15 November 2018 
 

 Status and Progress report on the proposed amendments to Section 25 of the 
Constitution on expropriation of land without compensation in South Africa 

 

 

III. Regional Integration  

 
 

 Pan - African free trade area: implementation and state of play; 
 

 

 Regional internal market and connectivity (physical and digital 
infrastructure, smart grids); 

 

 

 Research and Innovation partnerships and joint ventures; 
 

 

 Update on the EU External Investment Plan for Sub-Saharan Africa. 
 

 

 
 

IV. General 

 
 Adoption of the Joint Statement; 

 

 Consideration of dates for the 27th SA - EU IPM. 
 

 

 
19.30-21.30 Dinner hosted by the European Parliament  
 Venue: Taj Hotel, Wale Street, Cape Town 
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26th Inter-Parliamentary Meeting (IPM) EP/South Africa 

30 October–2 November 2018 to Pretoria and Cape Town 

 

LIST OF PARTICIPANTS 

 

MEMBERS OF THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT 

 

Hans VAN BAALEN NL ALDE Chair of the Delegation 

Sabine VERHEYEN DE EPP 2nd Vice-Chair of the Delegation 

Michael GAHLER DE EPP  

Maria Gabriela ZOANĂ RO S&D  

Anthea MCINTYRE EN ECR  

 

POLITICAL GROUPS 

 

Willem VANDEN BROUCK Senior Adviser, ALDE Group 

Catarina CALDEIRA DA SILVA Adviser, EPP Group 

 

 

 

SECRETARIAT OF THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT 

 

Rok KOŽELJ Administrator 

Inga URBAN Assistant 

 
 

 

 

EPP: Group of the European People's Party - Groupe du Parti Populaire Européen 

S&D: Group of the Progressive Alliance of Socialists & Democrats - Groupe de L'Alliance et Progressiste des Socialistes et 

Démocrates 

ECR: The European Conservatives and Reformists group - Conservateurs et réformistes européens 

ALDE: Alliance for Liberals and Democrats for Europa - Alliance des Démocrates et des Libéraux pour l'Europe 
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SOUTH AFRICAN PARLIAMENTARY DELEGATION  
 
 

26TH SA-EU INTER-PARLIAMENTARY MEETING (IPM) 
 

30 October - 2 November 2018 
 

CAPE TOWN, SOUTH AFRICA 
 

LIST OF PARTICIPANTS 
 
 

MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT PARTY AFFILIATION 

Ms Joan FUBBS,  
Co-Chairperson: SA-EU IPM & Leader of 
Delegation 
 

AFRICAN NATIONAL CONGRESS [ANC] 

Ms Mmatlala BOROTO,  
House Chairperson: International Relations, 
National Assembly 
 

AFRICAN NATIONAL CONGRESS [ANC] 

Mr Bheki RADEBE 
 

AFRICAN NATIONAL CONGRESS [ANC] 

Mr Boingotlo NTHEBE 
 

AFRICAN NATIONAL CONGRESS [ANC] 

Mr Musawenkosi MLAMBO AFRICAN NATIONAL CONGRESS [ANC] 
 

Mr Mike WATERS 
 

DEMOCRATIC ALLIANCE [DA] 

Ms Aanchen DREYER DEMOCRATIC ALLIANCE [DA] 
 

Mr Gordan MACKAY DEMOCRATIC ALLIANCE [DA] 
 

Ms Cheryllyn DUDLEY AFRICAN CHRISTIAN DEMOCRATIC 
PARTY [ACDP] 
 

 
 

 


