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A WORD FROM THE CHAIR 

The highlight of the upcoming ITRE meeting 

will be the Joint Committee Meeting with 

national parliaments on 

the subject of the 'EU 

Internal Energy Market for 

the 21st Century'.  

It is being jointly 

organised by ITRE and the 

Committee on Economics 

of the Lithuania 

Parliament and will be an excellent 

opportunity for a wide-ranging discussion 

on the challenges facing Europe's energy 

policy today. 

We have to ensure affordable and secure 

energy supplies for both European 

consumers and industry while at the same 

time reducing our carbon emissions. To 

achieve these goals the EU will need an 

internal energy market that operates 

efficiently, which is not the case yet.   

Investments in the energy sector are 

lacking, energy prices remain relatively 

high while economically rational 

investments in energy efficiency are not 

being made.  

To bring about a transition to a low-carbon 

economy and ensure affordable and secure 

energy supplies more attention needs to be 

given to further opening up the EU's 

internal energy market, improving 

competition and fully integrating Europe's 

energy networks and systems.  

We hope that you can join in the discussion 

on Tuesday, 17 December. 

In addition to the Joint Committee Meeting, 

ITRE will vote on reports on the European 

GNSS Agency, the EU-Russia agreement on 

cooperation in science and technology, the 

steel action plan, and the space 

surveillance and tracking support 

programme. 

And finally, as this will be our last ITRE 

meeting of 2013, I'd like to thank you all 

for your cooperation and hard work over 

this past year. I wish you all a happy 

Christmas and all the best for 2014. 

Amalia Sartori 

 

MEETING OF 16-17 DECEMBER 2013 

 

 

The Nuclear Safety of 

nuclear installations 

(Rapporteur: R.Jordan) 

Exchange of views 

The draft Council directive aims to amend 

the 2009/71/EURATOM directive 

establishing a Community framework for 

the nuclear safety of nuclear installations.  

The current Nuclear Safety Directive has 

been a key advancement. However, in 

order to take account of the lessons learned 

from the Fukushima nuclear accident and of 

the outcomes of the subsequent Stress 

Tests, it was necessary to reconsider the 

sufficiency of the existing provisions.  

The proposed amendments aim at: 

 enhancing transparency on nuclear 

safety matters;  

 strengthening existing principles and 

introducing new general nuclear 

safety objectives across the entire 

lifecycle of nuclear installations; 

 reinforcing monitoring and exchange 

of experiences by establishing a 

European system of peer reviews; 

and 

 establishing a mechanism for 

developing EU-wide harmonised 

nuclear safety guidelines. 

The proposed text aims also to include the 

Parliament resolution on stress tests 

adopted early this year. 

PROVISIONAL TIMETABLE 

Consideration of a draft report: 12 February 
(tbc) 

Deadline amendments: 18 February 2014 
(tbc) 

Consideration of amendments: 17 March 2014 

Vote in ITRE: 18 March 2014 

Vote in plenary: April 2014 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/4423/Amalia_Sartori_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/28291/Romana%20JORDAN_home.html
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Indices used as 

benchmarks in financial 

instruments & fin. contracts 

(Draftsperson: M.Matias) 

Consideration of a draft opinion 

The pricing of many financial instruments 

and financial contracts depends on the 

accuracy and integrity of benchmarks.  

Cases of manipulation of interest 

benchmarks such as Libor and Euribor, as 

well as allegations that energy, oil and 

foreign exchange benchmarks have been 

manipulated, are important factors behind 

the proposal. In addition, the current 

situation with divergent national regulatory 

approaches leads to fragmentation in the 

internal market for provision of 

benchmarks.  

The proposal for a regulatory framework 

intends to ensure the proper functioning of 

the internal market and ensure a high level 

of consumer and investor protection.  

The proposal has its main emphasis on the 

financial markets but does also cover 

trading in physical commodities such as 

energy products.  

Unlike in financial benchmarks, energy 

benchmarks are also used as indexes to 

settle contracts for physical goods such as 

transport fuel and energy for industry.  

Physical benchmark prices are provided by 

specialist news agencies, price reporting 

agencies (PRAs).Annex III of the proposal 

introduces sets out specific requirements 

that shall apply for commodity benchmarks.  

Representatives of the industry (the price 

rating agencies) are strongly critical of the 

proposal and argue that it risks choking off 

the voluntary information flows from 

market participants that PRAs need to 

identify benchmark prices.  

On the other hand, the Commission impact 

assessment of the proposal gives a number 

of arguments in favour of stronger 

regulation.  

PROVISIONAL TIMETABLE 

Deadline amendments: 17 December 2013 

Vote in ITRE: 23 January 2014 

A single global market-

based measure to 

international aviation 

emissions  

(Draftsperson: E.R.Korhola) 

Consideration of a draft opinion 

Emissions from aviation are one of the 

fastest growing sources of greenhouse gas 

emissions. As the technological potential for 

emissions reduction is limited in the 

aviation sector, market-based measures 

(MBMs) allow aviation to contribute to 

emission reductions by the airlines 

offsetting their strong emission growth 

through funding emission reductions in 

other sectors.  

Following the International Civil Aviation 

Organisation (ICAO) 2004 endorsement of 

regional MBMs, the EU led the way by 

including aviation in its Emission Trading 

System (EU ETS). Despite its positive 

environmental effects the EU ETS has faced 

significant international opposition and 

allegations that regulating emissions from 

airlines based outside the EU would violate 

the sovereignty of third states.  

The European Court of Justice has however 

confirmed the legality of the EU ETS1. At 

the same time, the integration of aviation 

into the EU ETS has been decisive in driving 

forward ICAO discussions and the ICAO 

Assembly has now decided on the 

development of a global MBM to be 

implemented by 2020. In line with this, the 

Commission proposes that there should be 

a single global market-based measure 

(MBM) applying to international aviation 

emissions from 2020 onwards.  

The proposal for a Directive follows on from 

the Decision No. 377/2013/EU, which was 

adopted in order to promote progress on 

global action through ICAO. As with 

Decision No. 377/2013/EU, it is important 
that this proposal is agreed swiftly between 

the European Parliament and Council, so as 

to be in place when the next allowance 

surrender obligations fall due on 30 April 

2014.  

PROVISIONAL TIMETABLE 

Deadline amendments: 19 December 2013 

Vote in ITRE: 23 January 2014 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96820/Marisa%20MATIAS_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/itre/draft-opinions.html#menuzone
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/4260/Eija-Riitta%20KORHOLA_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/itre/draft-opinions.html#menuzone
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EU-Russia agreement on 
cooperation in science & 

technology 
(Rapporteur: A. Sartori) 

Adoption of a draft report 
(Simplified procedure) 

The Agreement on cooperation in science 

and technology between the European 

Community and the Government of the 

Russian Federation was signed in Brussels 

on 16 November 2000. 

The Agreement is renewable by common 

agreement between the parties for 

additional periods of five years.  

Following a review of the Agreement, jointly 

conducted by independent experts from the 

European Union and the Russian 

Federation, a set of recommendations was 

drawn up by the appointed expert groups.  

Both sides took note of the expert groups' 

recommendation to renew the Agreement 

in its current form for another five years at 

a meeting between representatives from 

the European Commission and the Ministry 

of Education and Science of the Russian 

Federation held on 15 February 2013 in 

Moscow. 

According to the Commission proposal a 

renewal of the Agreement for five more 

years would be in the interest of both 

Parties so as to maintain continuity in the 

scientific and technological relations 

between Russia and the European Union.  

The material content of the renewed 

Agreement will be identical to that of the 

current Agreement, which expires on 20 

February 2014.The Council on 17 October, 

2013 decided to request the approval of the 

European Parliament of the renewal of the 

EU-Russia agreement on cooperation in 

science and technology. 

The ITRE committee has decided to proceed 

with a simplified procedure [rule 46]. 

PROVISIONAL TIMETABLE 

Vote in plenary: January 2014 

 

 

 

 

 

'TOP TEN' Consultation of 

SMEs on EU Regulation 

(Rapporteur: P.Rübig) 

Adoption of an oral question/draft 
motion for a resolution  

ITRE will vote on a Question with Oral 

Answer to the Commission and on an 

accompanying resolution, both concerning 

the "TOP TEN" consultation process and the 

reduction of EU regulatory burden on SMEs.  

Fifty amendments have been tabled to the 

draft resolution of the Rapporteur.  

Both the parliamentary Question and the 

Resolution are part of a continuous process 

of scrutiny, from the European Parliament, 

of Union policies and Commission proposals 

which have an impact on EU SMEs. 

PROVISIONAL TIMETABLE 

Vote in plenary: February 2014 

 

 

 

Competitive and 

sustainable steel industry 

in Europe 

(Rapporteur: A. Gyürk) 

Adoption of a draft report 

The Commission has proposed an Action 

Plan to support the steel industry in Europe.  

183 amendments have been tabled and 

most probably 11 compromise amendments 

will be voted.  

The main topics for amendments are about: 

 how to conciliate energy, 

environment and industrial policies; 

  how increase resources efficiency 

mainly through the valorisation of 

waste and scrap metals;  

 how to reduce the impacts of the 

restructuration of the sector, 

especially for the workers;  

 how to advance towards a same 

play level field in times of fierce 

global competition; and  

 how concentrate R&D efforts.  

PROVISIONAL TIMETABLE 

Vote in plenary: February 2014 

 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/4423/Amalia_Sartori_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/itre/draft-reports.html#menuzone
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/2278/PAUL_RUBIG_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2009_2014/documents/itre/dv/2013_12_12_oq_top_ten_/2013_12_12_oq_top_ten_en.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/23816/ANDRAS_GYURK_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/itre/draft-reports.html?linkedDocument=true&ufolderComCode=ITRE&ufolderLegId=7&ufolderId=13720&urefProcYear=&urefProcNum=&urefProcCode=#menuzone
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Space surveillance and 

tracking support 

programme 

(Rapporteur: A. Andersdotter) 

Adoption of a draft report 

111 amendments have been tabled by the 

ITRE Committee members, including 36 

from the Rapporteur, and most probably 14 

compromise amendments will be voted on 

16 December. 

PROVISIONAL TIMETABLE 

Vote in plenary: February 2014 

 

 

 

Cybersecurity 

(Draftsperson: V.P. del Castillo) 

Adoption of a draft opinion 

362 amendments have been tabled by the 

ITRE Committee members, including 126 

from the Draftsperson, and most probably 7 

compromise amendments will be voted on 

16 December during the ITRE Committee 

meeting. 

 

 

 

Debriefing of the ITRE delegation to 

Indonesia (22-25 October 2013)  

 

The Internet Governance Forum (IGF) is a 

direct outcome of the World Summit on the 

Information Society (WSIS) held in Tunis 

on 2005 and its main purpose is to bring 

people together from all stakeholder groups 

to engage as equals in a dialogue on public 

policy issues related to the Internet and its 

governance. 

The 8th annual meeting of the IGF was held 

from the 22nd to the 25th of October 2013 

in Bali, Indonesia with the main theme 

being “Building Bridges - Enhancing 

Multistakeholder Cooperation for Growth 

and Sustainable Development”. 

The EP was represented at the 8th IGF 

meeting by four Members. The final 

composition of the official EP delegation 

was: 

 Salvador Sedo I Alabart  (EPP/ITRE 

Committee)  

 Maria Badia I Cutchet (S&D/ITRE 

Committee) 

 Sabine Verheyen (EPP/CULT 

Committee) 

 Teresa Riera Madurell (S&D/STOA) 

 

 

 

JCM with Lithuanian Parliament EU 

Internal Energy Market for the 21 

Century 

In the framework of the 

parliamentary dimension of 

the Lithuanian Presidency of 

the Council of the European 

Union, the Committee on 

Industry, Research and 

Energy (ITRE) of the 

European Parliament and the 

Committee on Economics of the Seimas of 

the Republic of Lithuania are organising a 

Joint Committee Meeting on "The EU 

Internal Energy Market for the 21st 

Century" with the participation of Members 

from National Parliaments.  

The event will take place on Tuesday, 17 

December 2013, from 10.15 - 17.30, in the 

premises of the European Parliament. 

The meeting will offer Members from the 

relevant Committees of national 

Parliaments the possibility to express their 

views on the crucial elements of the EU 

Internal Energy Market and address the 

following questions:  

 What are the achievements and 

perspectives of the European energy 

policy?  

 What are the best ways to make the 

EU's internal energy market fit for 

current and future challenges?  

 What are the major steps to ensure 

that the European energy policy will 

foster sustainable growth and 

competitiveness?  

 

 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/108570/AMELIA_ANDERSDOTTER_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/itre/draft-reports.html?linkedDocument=true&ufolderComCode=ITRE&ufolderLegId=7&ufolderId=12177&urefProcYear=&urefProcNum=&urefProcCode=#menuzone
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/28390/Pilar%20del%20CASTILLO%20VERA_home.htmll
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/itre/draft-opinions.html?linkedDocument=true&ufolderComCode=ITRE&ufolderLegId=7&ufolderId=11960&urefProcYear=&urefProcNum=&urefProcCode=#menuzone


 

Issue 16/2013 

 

NEWS FROM THE AGENCIES 

The Agency for the Cooperation of 

Energy Regulators (ACER) 

Pre-consultation on “Energy Regulation: A 

bridge to 2025” set of papers More 

The Body of European Regulators for 

Electronic Communications (BEREC) 

Launch of Public Consultation on the Draft 

Review of the BEREC Common Position on 

geographical aspects of market analysis 

(definition and remedies) More 

The European Network and 

Information Security Agency (ENISA) 

ENISA publishes new study on securing 

personal data in the context of data 

retention. More 

 

 

 

COMING SOON 

Upcoming Report votes: 

 Innovative Medicines Initiative 2 Joint 

Undertaking – 9/01 (tbc) 

 Bio-Based Industries Joint Undertaking – 

9/01 (tbc) 

 ECSEL Joint Undertaking – 9/01 (tbc) 

 Clean Sky 2 Joint Undertaking – 9/01 

(tbc) 

 Fuel Cells and Hydrogen 2 Joint 

Undertaking – 9/01 (tbc) 

 SESAR Joint Undertaking until 2024 – 

9/01 (tbc) 

 Supporting research performing small and 

medium-sized enterprises – 9/01 (tbc) 

 European Metrology Programme – 9/01 

(tbc) 

 Clinical Trials Partnership Programme – 

9/01 (tbc) 

 Active and Assisted Living – 9/01 (tbc) 

Upcoming Opinion votes: 

 Carbon dioxide emissions from maritime 

transport - 9/01 

 Deployment of the eCall in-vehicles - 9/01 

Amendments deadlines: 

 European single market for electronic 

communications – 17/12 

 Indices used as benchmarks in financial 

instruments and financial contracts – 

17/12 

 Single global market-based measure to 

international aviation emissions - 19/12 

 

http://www.acer.europa.eu/
http://www.acer.europa.eu/Official_documents/Public_consultations/Pages/PC_2013_E_05.aspx
http://berec.europa.eu/
http://berec.europa.eu/eng/news_consultations/whats_new/1735-launch-of-public-consultation-on-the-draft-review-of-the-berec-common-position-on-geographical-aspects-of-market-analysis-definition-and-remedies
http://www.enisa.europa.eu/
http://www.enisa.europa.eu/media/news-items/enisa-publishes-new-study-for-securing-personal-data-in-the-context-of-data-retention
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Watch online 
The Committee meetings are web-streamed and can be watched live on the EP website or on Europarl TV 
Past meetings can be watched or extracts downloaded via the EP Live Multimedia Library 
Speeches and presentations held during ITRE meetings are available on the ITRE website. 
 

ITRE Newsletter 
If you wish to receive the ITRE Newsletter, please send an e-mail with your contact details and "Newsletter" in the 
subject field to: itre-secretariat@europarl.europa.eu 
 

Further information 
For further information please contact: itre-secretariat@europarl.europa.eu or visit ITRE website. 
 

Next ITRE meetings 
9 January 2014, Brussels 
22 and 23 January 2014, Brussels 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/eplive/public/default_en.htm
http://www.europarltv.europa.eu/
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/en/multimedia-library/
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/ITRE/publications.html
mailto:itre-secretariat@europarl.europa.eu
mailto:itre-secretariat@europarl.europa.eu
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/itre/home.html

