
 

Issue 15/2013 

 

 

 
A WORD FROM THE CHAIR 

After the successful adoption 

of the Horizon 2020 package 

last week in plenary, ITRE 

will start working on a new 

package which is directly 

linked to the implementation 

of Horizon programme.  

The Innovation Investment Package 

encompassing: 

 six public-private partnerships in 

innovative medicines, aeronautics, 

electronics, bio-based industries, fuel cells 

and hydrogen, and air traffic management; 

and 

 four public-public partnerships between 

the European Commission and EU Member 

States on new treatments against poverty-

related diseases, measurement 

technologies for industrial competitiveness, 

support for high tech SMEs, and solutions 

for the elderly and disabled to live safely in 

their homes. 

Two important hearings will take place 

during the ITRE-meeting of 27 and 28 

November 2013: 

 "Using NER 300 and the European 

energy recovery programme to renew the 

energy sector" which will bring together 

stakeholders and policy-makers to look at 

the experience with implementation so far 

and lessons learned. 

 "The Commission’s proposal on 

measures concerning the European single 

market for electronic communications" 

addressing different areas of the 

Commission proposal for a Regulation 

laying down measures concerning the 

European single market for electronic 

communications and to achieve a 

Connected Continent (COM(2013)627). 

 

 

 

 
Amalia Sartori 

 
 

 

 
 

MEETING OF 27-28 NOVEMBER 2013 

Horizon 2020 - Public-Private and 

Public-Public Partnerships (PPP and 

P2P) package 

Consideration of draft reports 

Last 7 October Commissioner Geoghegan-

Quinn presented in ITRE committee the 

Public-Private and Public-Public 

Partnerships (PPP and P2P) package 

proposal as a powerful implementing tool of 

Horizon 2020 in order to deliver on 

innovation and growth in Europe. 

This week the six EP rapporteurs of the 

legislative proposals to establish PPPs under 

Article 187 TFEU and the four rapporteurs 

of the legislative proposals to establish 

Public-Public Partnerships with Member 

States under Article 185 TFEU will present 

their findings in the form of amendments.  

This package is of high importance for the 

ITRE Committee as the topic was heavily 

discussed during Horizon 2020 negotiations 

and pressure is high to start the 

implementation of the initiatives in time. 

 

 

Joint Undertakings 

under Article 187 TFEU 

 Innovative Medicines Initiative 2 

Joint Undertaking 

 (Rapporteur: T. Riera Madurell) 

 Bio-Based Industries Joint 

Undetaking 

 (Rapporteur: L. van Nistelrooij) 

 Clean Sky 2 Joint Undertaking 

 (Rapporteur: C. Ehler) 

 ECSEL Joint Undertaking 

 (Rapporteur: L. Kolarska-Bobińska) 

 Fuel Cells and Hydrogen 2 Joint 

Undertaking 

 (Rapporteur: V.T. Panayotov) 

 SESAR Joint Undertaking 

(Rapporteur: B. Thomsen) 

 

 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/4423/Amalia_Sartori_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/itre/draft-reports.html#menuzone
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/28349/Teresa%20RIERA%20MADURELL_home.htmlhttp:/www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/28349/Teresa%20RIERA%20MADURELL_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/28165/Lambert%20van%20NISTELROOIJ_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/28226/Christian%20EHLER_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96785/Lena%20KOLARSKA-BOBIŃSKA_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/38602/Vladko%20Todorov%20PANAYOTOV_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/28153/Britta%20THOMSEN_home.html
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Joint Undertakings  

under Article 185 TFEU 

 Active and Assisted Living  

(Rapporteur: C. Turmes) 

 Clinical Trials Partnership 

Programme  

(Rapporteur: V. Ford) 

 Supporting research performing 

small and medium-sized enterprises 

(Rapporteur: M. Ransdorf) 

 European Metrology Programme 

(Rapporteur: N. Tzavela) 

 

 

Carbon dioxide emissions 

from maritime transport  

(Draftsperson: M. Ulvskog) 

Consideration of a draft opinion 

The draftsperson will present her draft 

opinion on Monitoring, reporting and 

verification of emissions from maritime 

transport.  

In her draft opinion Ms Ulvskog asks the 

Commission to present a legislative 

proposal on emissions reductions and 

instruments if no international agreement 

which includes emissions reduction 

commitments is signed by 31 December 

2015. The draftperson considers that the 

proposed timetable for the entry into force 

and implementation of this regulation is too 

slow and proposes a faster timetable that 

reflects the importance of rapid action on 

climate issues. 

Ms Ulvskog also proposes to remove the 

exemption included in the Commission's 

proposal that fishing vessels above 5000 

gross tons be exempted from this 

regulation. As regards the methods of 

determining emissions the rapporteur 

proposes that companies should be able to 

choose between flow meters for applicable 

combustion processes and direct emission 

measurements. 

PROVISIONAL TIMETABLE 

Vote in ITRE: 9 January 2014 

Deployment of the eCall 

in-vehicle system 

(Draftsperson: A.I. Vălean) 

Consideration of a draft opinion 

The draftsperson will present the draft 

opinion on the deployment of the eCall 

system. Ms Vălean highlights the 

importance to regulate the system – that 

has been introduced since 2005 on a 

voluntary basis - and to equip future 

vehicles with a basic in-vehicle telematics 

platform linked with 112-based eCall 

service. 

The proposed Regulation will improve the 

efficiency of emergency services and will 

contribute to reduce the road fatalities. 

PROVISIONAL TIMETABLE 

Deadline for tabling amendments: 5 December 
2013 

Vote in ITRE: 9 January 2014 

 

 

Investment projects in 

energy infrastructure  

(Rapporteur: A.I. Vălean) 

Adoption of a consolidated text 

The Committee will vote on a draft 

compromise text, which was agreed at the 

first and only trilogue on 26 October 2013.  

The proposed Regulation will establish a 

common framework for the notification to 

the Commission of data and information on 

investment projects in energy infrastructure 

in the petroleum, gas, electricity and bio-

fuel sectors and related to carbon dioxide 

produced by these sectors.  

The proposed Regulation is intended to 

replace the existing Council Regulation (EU, 

Euratom) N° 617/2010, which was annulled 

by a judgment of the European Court of 

Justice following a request by the European 

Parliament, who had contested the legal 

base for the Regulation. The compromise 

text includes some of the amendments that 

formed part of Parliament's negotiating 

mandate. Thus, the scope of the Regulation 

will be extended to cover also electricity 

 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/4432/Claude%20TURMES_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96949/Vicky%20FORD_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/23706/Miloslav%20RANSDORF_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96660/Niki%20TZAVELA_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96672/Marita%20ULVSKOG_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/itre/draft-opinions.html#menuzone
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/37324/Adina-Ioana%20VĂLEAN_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/itre/draft-opinions.html#menuzone
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/37324/Adina-Ioana%20VĂLEAN_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2009_2014/documents/itre/dv/consolidated_energy_infra_valean_/consolidated_energy_infra_valean_en.pdf
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from coal, combined heat and power as well 

as biofuel production. Furthermore, it is 

clarified that interconnections between the 

Union and third countries are included. 

In addition, the Commission must examine, 

by 2016 at the latest, whether the scope 

should be further extended, e.g.; by 

including terminals for compressed natural 

gas and by lowering thresholds for 

renewable energy installations. Other 

accepted changes to the text which had 

been requested by Parliament include 

amendments aimed at minimising the 

administrative burden and a reinforcement 

of provisions on the confidentiality of 

information and data security. 

PROVISIONAL TIMETABLE 

Vote in plenary: 4 February 2014 

 

 

Trans-European 

telecommunications 

networks 

(Rapporteur: E. Tošenovský) 

Adoption of a consolidated text 

On 5 November the ITRE negotiating team 

reached a political agreement with the 

Lithuanian Presidency on the amended 

proposal for a Regulation on guidelines for 

trans-European telecommunications 

networks. 

By the vote on Thursday 28 November, 

ITRE committee will formally decide if the 

agreed text goes to plenary. 

PROVISIONAL TIMETABLE 

Vote in plenary: 3 February 2014 

 

 

High-speed electronic 

communications networks  

(Rapporteur: E. Herczog) 

Adoption of a draft report 

The committee will vote on Ms Herczog's 

report on "Measures to reduce the cost of 

deploying high-speed electronic 

communications networks". 

In total, 181 amendments have been tabled 

to the EC proposal. 

The main issues addressed include: 

 a Directive to replace the Regulation; 

 a refusal to access to existing physical 

infrastructure within three months from 

the written request for access; 

 the respect of the principle of 

confidentiality when accessing to the 

information for a specified area; 

 a permit granting within a maximum of 

four months from receiving a request.  

PROVISIONAL TIMETABLE 

Vote in plenary: tbc 

 

 

Reindustrialising Europe to 

promote competitiveness 

and sustainability  

(Rapporteur: R. Bütikofer) 

Adoption of a draft report 

The Rapporteur has evaluated 509 

amendments and the five opinions with 

altogether 147 points suggested by the 

EMPL, ENVI, FEMM, IMCO, INTA, and REGI 

committees. The current proposal put for 

the vote includes 62 compromise 

amendments. 

The proposed compromise amendments 

evaluate the present situation of the 

industry in Europe and propose a variety of 

measures to tackle the current challenges. 

The report advocates a Renaissance of 

Industry for a Sustainable Europe (RISE) to 

pursue innovation towards a new industrial 

revolution. 

The draft report is divided in thematic 

subcategories: 

 such as main principles of the future 

industrial strategy; 

 elements of innovation, efficiency 

and sustainable development 

offensive; 

 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96713/Evžen%20TOŠENOVSKÝ_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2009_2014/documents/itre/dv/consolidated_trans_eu_telecomm_/consolidated_trans_eu_telecomm_en.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2009_2014/documents/itre/dv/consolidated_trans_eu_telecomm_/consolidated_trans_eu_telecomm_en.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/itre/draft-reports.html#menuzone
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96739/Reinhard%20BÜTIKOFER_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/itre/draft-reports.html#menuzone
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 completion of the internal market 

and opening the external markets 

for the RISE; 

 financing the RISE; 

 skills and labour force for RISE; 

 resource and energy policy; as well 

as a specific focus on regional 

industry strategy. 

The Rapporteur and shadow Rapporteurs 

have negotiated compromise amendments 

on almost all paragraphs, resulting in a 

shared view on present challenges and next 

steps to be taken in this matter. 

PROVISIONAL TIMETABLE 

Vote in plenary: January 2014 

 

 

Deployment of the 

interoperable EU-wide eCall  

(Draftsperson: A.I. Vălean) 

Adoption of a draft opinion 

The opinion is intended to support the EC 

proposal to deploy the EU-wide eCall 

service in the vehicles in all the EU 

countries. The aim of the in-vehicle eCall 

system is to alert emergency services and 

to speed up the arrival of qualified and 

equipped assistance in case of a serious 

accident, with a net gain around 10 

minutes. 

 

 

Copernicus Programme  

(Rapporteur: V. Prodi) 

Adoption of a draft report 

The report by Mr Prodi on Copernicus will 

take place. Members have tabled 118 

amendments, and there will be a number of 

compromise amendments.  

The main issues addressed include: the 

governance of the programme and data 

and information policy. 

PROVISIONAL TIMETABLE 

Vote in plenary: tbc 

 

Local and regional 

consequences of the 

development of smart grids  

(Draftsperson: M. Ulvskog) 

Adoption of a draft opinion 

The Committee will vote on Ms Ulvskog's 

draft opinion on Local and regional 

consequences of the development of smart 

grids. 

Members tabled a total of 55 amendments, 

most of which are supportive of the draft 

opinion.  

Many of the amendments put emphasis on 

the importance of action at the level of 

distribution networks, need for research 

and development, standardisation, 

synergies between the ICT and energy 

sectors and related concerns as regards 

data protection. 

 

 

Disclosure of non-

financial and diversity 

information by certain 

large companies and 

groups 

(Draftsperson: B. Bendtsen) 

       Adoption of a draft opinion 

The committee will vote on Mr Bendtsen’s 

draft opinion on the amendments of the 

amending Directive on disclosure of non-

financial and diversity information by 

certain large companies and groups. 

In total, 97 amendments have been tabled 

and 7 compromise amendments have been 

proposed. 

The main issues addressed are the level of 

obligation, the scope and the format of the 

report on mainly social corporate 

responsibility activities of large companies 

and groups. 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/37324/Adina-Ioana%20VĂLEAN_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/itre/draft-opinions.html#menuzone
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/28370/Vittorio%20PRODI_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/itre/draft-reports.html#menuzone
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96672/Marita%20ULVSKOG_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/itre/draft-opinions.html#menuzone
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96705/Bendt%20BENDTSEN_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/itre/draft-opinions.html#menuzone
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Creating a hospitable 

environment for 

enterprises, businesses 

and start-ups to create 

jobs 

(Draftsperson: J. Andrés Barea) 

Adoption of a draft opinion 

The Committee will vote on the ITRE draft 

opinion, which, among other things, calls 

for greater integration of EU (EU, national, 

regional and local level) SME policies and 

makes the reference of good examples in 

the recently adopted major legislative 

packages (COSME and Horizon 2020) while 

regretting of their reduced budgets in the 

overall MFF negotiations with the MS. The 

importance of education and potential of 

ICT are also being underlined. 

91 amendments have been introduced by 

the ITRE Members to the draft opinion. The 

compromises proposed by the ITRE 

draftsperson deal with points directly 

related to the competences of the ITRE 

Committee. 

 

Public Hearing on 'Using NER 300 and 

the Energy Recovery Programme to 

renew the energy sector'  

(Agenda of the hearing) 

On 27 November 2013 the Committee on 

Industry, Research and Energy will hold a 

public hearing entitled "Using NER 300 and 

the European energy recovery programme 

to renew the energy sector”. 

NER300 is one of the world's largest 

funding programmes for innovative low-

carbon energy demonstration projects. Its 

name, NER 300, reflects that the funding 

comes from the sale of 300 million emission 

allowances from the new entrant's reserve 

(NER) set up for the third phase of the EU 

emissions trading system (EU ETS). 

The NER 300 is one of the most successful 

funding schemes for financing non-

commercial energy technologies. It has 

been called “The Robin Hood mechanism” 

by Commissioner Hedegaard, since it is a 

way for the polluters to co-fund 

development of large scale demonstration 

projects of new low carbon technologies.   

The first round of the NER 300 allocated a 

total grant of 1, 2 billion euro that 

mobilized another 2 billion euro to 23 

renewable energy projects. 

This hearing will bring together 

stakeholders and policy-makers to look at 

the experience with implementation so far 

and lessons learned. On this background, 

the hearing will explore the opportunities 

for the next phase of NER300.  

 

 

Public Hearing on 'The Commission’s 

proposal on measures concerning the 

European single market for electronic 

communications'  

(Agenda of the hearing) 

On 28 November 2013 the Committee on 

Industry, Research and Energy will hold a 

public hearing on "The Commission’s 

proposal on measures concerning the 

European single market for electronic 

communications". 

The hearing aims to address different main 

areas of the Commission proposal for a 

Regulation laying down measures 

concerning the European single market for 

electronic communications and to achieve a 

Connected Continent (COM(2013)627). 

The four panels of the public hearing will 

focus on open internet, single EU 

authorisation including access products and 

BEREC, spectrum and roaming.  

 

 

Presentation of the "Annual Report on 

the results of monitoring the internal 

electricity and natural gas markets in 

2012" 

Alberto Pototschnig, ACER Director, and 

Lord Mogg, CEER President and ACER BoR 

Chair, will present the report on the 

progress towards the implementation of the 

Third Energy Legislative Package and the 

completion of the internal energy market. 

The report covers areas such as retail 

electricity and natural gas prices, access to 

the networks including access of electricity 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96986/Josefa%20ANDRÉS%20BAREA_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/itre/draft-opinions.html#menuzone
file://ipolbrusnvf01/itre/wpdoc/HEARINGS,%20CONFERENCES,%20WORKSHOPS/7è%20Législature/Public%20Hearings/2013/NER300%2027.11.2013/Draft%20Programme/Programme.doc
file://ipolbrusnvf01/itre/wpdoc/HEARINGS,%20CONFERENCES,%20WORKSHOPS/7è%20Législature/Public%20Hearings/2013/Telecoms%2028.11.2013/Programme/Telecom%20proposal_%20draft%20programme_version%2021112013.docx
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produced from renewable energy sources, 

and compliance with the consumer rights 

laid down in Directive 2009/72/EC and 

Directive 2009/73/EC.  

It focuses on the remaining barriers to the 

completion of a well-functioning internal 

electricity and gas markets. Being only one 

year away from the target date for the 

completion of the internal energy market, 

the remaining barriers call for urgent 

action. 

 

 

NEWS FROM THE AGENCIES 

The Agency for the Cooperation of 

Energy Regulators (ACER) 

ACER recommends adoption of the 

Operational Security and Operational 

Planning and Scheduling Network Codes 

More 

The Body of European Regulators for 

Electronic Communications (BEREC) 

BEREC has adopted a BEREC opinion on a 

Phase II investigation: Case DE/2013/1500 
More 

The European Network and 

Information Security Agency (ENISA) 

ENISA calls for better data sharing and 

interoperability among “Digital Fire 

Brigades” to mitigate cyber attacks in new 

report; “Detect, SHARE, Protect” More 

 

 

COMING SOON 

Upcoming Report votes: 

 EU-Russia agreement on cooperation in 

science & technology – 9/12 

 Action Plan competitive & sustain. steel 

industry – 16/12 

 Space Surveillance tracking support 

programme – 16/12 

Upcoming Opinion vote: 

 HCL of network and info. security (Rule 

50) – 16/12 

 

Upcoming Oral Question/Motion of 

Resolution vote: 

 TOP TEN – 16/12 

Amendments deadlines: 

 SESAR Joint Undertaking until 2024 – 

4/12 

 Clean Sky 2 Joint Undertaking – 4/12 

 Fuel Cells and Hydrogen 2 Joint 

Undertaking – 4/12 

 Bio-Based Industries Joint Undertaking – 

4/12 

 Innovative Medicines Initiative 2 Joint 

Undertaking – 4/12 

 Active and Assisted Living – 4/12 

 European Metrology Programme – 4/12 

 ECSEL Joint Undertaking – 4/12 

 Supporting research performing small and 

medium-sized enterprises – 4/12 

 Clinical Trials Partnership Programme – 

4/12 

 Carbon dioxide emissions from maritime 

transport - 4/12 

  Deployment of the eCall in-vehicle 

system – 5/12 

 European single market for electronic 

communications – 17/12 

 Indices used as benchmarks in financial 

instruments and financial contracts – 

17/12 

http://www.acer.europa.eu/
http://www.acer.europa.eu/Media/News/Pages/ACER-recommends-adoption-of-the-Operational-Security-and-Operational-Planning-and-Scheduling-network-codes.aspx
http://berec.europa.eu/
http://berec.europa.eu/eng/news_consultations/whats_new/1721-berec-has-adopted-a-berec-opinion-on-a-phase-ii-investigation-case-de20131500
http://www.enisa.europa.eu/
http://www.enisa.europa.eu/media/press-releases/enisa-calls-for-better-data-sharing-and-interoperability-among-certs-to-mitigate-cyberattacks
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Watch online 
The Committee meetings are web-streamed and can be watched live on the EP website or on Europarl TV 

Past meetings can be watched or extracts downloaded via the EP Live Multimedia Library 
Speeches and presentations held during ITRE meetings are available on the ITRE website. 
 

ITRE Newsletter 
If you wish to receive the ITRE Newsletter, please send an e-mail with your contact details and "Newsletter" in the 
subject field to: itre-secretariat@europarl.europa.eu 
 

Further information 
For further information please contact: itre-secretariat@europarl.europa.eu or visit ITRE website. 
 

Next ITRE meetings 
9 December 2013, Strasbourg 
16-17 December 2013, Brussels 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/eplive/public/default_en.htm
http://www.europarltv.europa.eu/
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/en/multimedia-library/
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/ITRE/publications.html
mailto:itre-secretariat@europarl.europa.eu
mailto:itre-secretariat@europarl.europa.eu
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/itre/home.html

