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A WORD FROM THE CHAIR 

The meeting of 18 

September will be 

dedicated for a big part 

to industrial and space 

projects.  

The headlines of the 

news in the last weeks 

mentioned satellites, 

cyber security and 

other subjects related to information 

society, but during the hearing which is 

planned at the beginning of the meeting, 

the side of the possibilities for the industry 

and the protection of European assets and 

inventions related to Galileo are dealt with. 

Further there is an important draft report 

concerning the European car-industry in 

which many European are employed and 

which must be strong, competitive and 

sustainable in order to develop in the 

future. 

Horizon 2020 is the biggest research-

programme and there is still an exchange 

of views foreseen on the state of play. 

I can’t stop here without indicating that the 

publicity around the proposal from last 

week by the European Commission on 

telecom shows the importance of the 

European Union in the every-day life of the 

citizens of the Member States. Already the 

former telecom-packages were steps 

forward in the direction of more 

competition, lower prices for clients and 

also more chances for the companies 

working in the sector.  

ITRE will, during this meeting, in the 

afternoon, deal with 2 telecom-related 

subjects showing that the subject of 

telecom receives much attention in ITRE.  

The proposals from the Commission in the 

telecom-sector from last week will be 

considered in later meetings and, by the 

way, will have to be examined by the 

Parliament and the Council (Ministers of the 

Member States) and thus are still in a 

preliminary stage. 

As last remark I call your attention to the 

fact that the rapporteurs for the 2030 

framework on energy and climate change 

(on which the ITRE and the ENVI 

Committees cooperate as equals and 

together), agreed on a timetable for 3 

common ITRE/ENVI meetings planned in 

2013: 26 September 2013 afternoon 

(exchange of views); 7 November 2013 

(discussion on the draft report); 2 

December 2013 (exchange of views on 

amendments). 

Amalia Sartori 

 

 

MEETING OF 18 SEPTEMBER 2013  

 

 

System of registration of 

carriers of radioactive 

materials  

(Rapporteur: B. Kovacs)  

Adoption of a draft report 

At European level, carriers of radioactive 

materials are covered by transport 

legislation under the Treaty on the 

Functioning of the European Union (TFEU) 

and legislation of the radiation-specific 

aspects including the health protection of 

workers and the general public under the 

Euratom-Treaty.  

In total 89 amendments have been tabled 

by the Members to the COM proposal. The 

amendments in addition to the 24 

amendments tabled by ENVI aim to: take 

into account the provisions concerning 

transports of radioactive goods laid down in 

the Directive 2008/68/EC, to include road, 

rail and inland waterway transports and to 

replace some definitions, to specify the role 

of Member States to regulate the transport 

of different radioactive materials as well as 

the compliance with existing standards 

including common safety standards and to 

clarify the development of the registration 

system by means of a delegated or 

execution act. Other amendments propose 

to modify the validity of the certificate, to 

check the financial situation of applicants, 

to specify the registration process and 

information flows, to suggest the 

inspections rate and the suspension criteria.  

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/4423/Amalia_Sartori_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/102887/BELA_KOVACS_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/itre/draft-reports.html?linkedDocument=true&ufolderComCode=ITRE&ufolderLegId=7&ufolderId=06741&urefProcYear=&urefProcNum=&urefProcCode=#menuzone


 

Issue 10/2013 

 

 

 

At its meeting of 4 July 2013 the 

Committee of Legal Affairs decided that the 

proposal should be based on Article 91 

TFEU (transport). In line with this opinion, 

some amendments seek to modify the legal 

basis of the proposal by replacing it with a 

reference to TFUE and in particular Article 

91 or by adding this provision to the legal 

basis proposed by the Commission.  

PROVISIONAL TIMETABLE 

Vote Plenary: October II 2013 (tbc) 
 

 

 

Follow/up Com's Exercise 

of Implementing Powers 

(Rapporteur: A. Sartori) 

Adoption of a draft opinion 

The Rapporteur will present her draft report 

on Amendment of Regulation (EU) No 

912/2010 proposed by the Commission.  

Regulation (EU) No 912/2010 established 

the GNSS Agency. It is necessary to amend 

the Regulation in order to resolve the issue 

of the future of the security accreditation of 

the European satellite navigation systems 

during the future financial framework 2014-

2020. 

Amending the Regulation also presents an 

opportunity to incorporate changes in the 

text to bring it into line with the principles 

contained in the common approach of the 

European Parliament, Council and 

Commission on the decentralised agencies, 

as approved by the Commission on 12 June 

2012. 

 

 

 

The Implementation of 

REMIT and the ACER 2014 

Budget  

(Rapporteur: A. Sartori) 

Adoption of a draft oral question  

ITRE will adopt an oral question to the 

European Commission concerning the 

apparent discrepancy between the 

increased competences that ACER (Agency 

for the Cooperation of Energy Regulators), 

in particular with regards to the REMIT 

regulation, and the limited budgetary 

resources foreseen for the Agency for 2014. 

PROVISIONAL TIMETABLE 

Vote Plenary: October 2013 (tbc) 
 

 

 

European satellite 

navigation systems 
(Rapporteur: M.J. Marinescu) 

Adoption of consolidated text 

Following intensive negotiations with the 

Council, an agreement was reached 

between the European Parliament and the 

Council on 9 April.  

The final text includes Parliament's key 

demands, such as a clear breakdown of the 

budget; a stronger focus on realising the 

potential socio-economic benefits of the 

programmes; a clear governance structure; 

a stronger role for the GSA Agency in 

helping to develop downstream markets; 

and better defined performance indicators. 

PROVISIONAL TIMETABLE 

Vote Plenary: October 2013 
 

 

 

CARS2020: towards a 

strong, competitive and 

sustainable European car 

industry 
(Rapporteur: F. Proust) 

Consideration of a draft report 

The rapporteur will present his views on the 

Commission’s CARS 2020 action plan. 

Whereas he welcomes that the industrial 

policy focus now on manufacturing and 

concretely on the car industry, he regrets 

that the Commission has failed to take 

account of the structural changes this 

industry is suffering.  

The report calls for a better use of the trade 

policy to improve reciprocity and ensure 

competition on the same level playfield. 

Whereas the report recognises the 

importance of fighting the climate change 

and the European leadership on this field, it 

calls for an approach that focus as well on 

improving mobility through technological 

change, better legislation, anticipating 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/4423/Amalia_Sartori_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/itre/draft-opinions.html?linkedDocument=true&ufolderComCode=ITRE&ufolderLegId=7&ufolderId=11514&urefProcYear=&urefProcNum=&urefProcCode=#menuzone
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/4423/Amalia_Sartori_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/33982/Marian-Jean%20MARINESCU_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/108080/Franck%20PROUST_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/itre/draft-reports.html#menuzone
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future needs and boosting the internal 

market. The political governance should be 

improved, to which purpose a better 

collaboration among stakeholders to define 

the roadmap and the long term strategies 

are needed. 

PROVISIONAL TIMETABLE 

Deadline amendments: 25 September 2013 

Vote in ITRE: 14 October 2013 

Vote in plenary: 19 November 2013 

 

 

 

Measures to reduce cost of 

deploying high-speed 

electronic communications 

network 
(Rapporteur: E. Herczog) 

Consideration of a draft report 

 

The rapporteur will present her draft report 

on the Proposal for a regulation on 

"Measures to reduce the cost of deploying 

high-speed electronic communications 

networks". 

Mrs Herczog welcomes the proposal and 

believes that high-speed broadband 

infrastructure is a prerequisite for global 

competitiveness and a pillar of the 

European digital single market. The 

rapporteur is of the opinion that the 

potential offered by faster network 

development based on the regulation can 

be fully exploited to develop cross-border 

public services, to create a pan-European 

market for the creation and distribution of 

legal digital content and online services, as 

well as giving consumers easy, safe and 
flexible access to digital content and service 

markets. According to the rapporteur, the 

measures proposed in the regulation 

appear to comply with the subsidiarity and 

the proportionality principles. In her draft 

report, Mrs Herczog proposed 23 

amendments to Commission's proposal 

such as: 

 a new Union Broadband-ready 

voluntary label for buildings and 

apartments to help buyers and 

renters to identify buildings with 

access to a high-speed electronic 

communications networks; 

 the necessity to reduce the permit 

granting procedure for civil works 

from six to four months; 

 the respect by every public sector 

body of the principle of 

confidentiality with regard to the 

information on existing physical 

infrastructure of a network operator. 

PROVISIONAL TIMETABLE 

Deadline amendments: 3 October 2013 

Consideration of amendments:  

5 November 2013 

Vote in ITRE: 28 November 2013 

Vote in plenary: January-February 2014 

 

 

 

Public Hearing on 'GALILEO'  

In the context of Ms Niebler's report on 

space industrial policy and Ms Sartori's 

report on the GSA Agency, the ITRE 

Committee is holding a hearing on to 

protect and valorise European assets and 

inventions developed in relation to the 

Galileo.  

The focus will be on how best to ensure 

that the EU's space programmes serve as a 

motor for growth in other sectors of the 

economy.  

The hearing will also examine the question 

of intellectual property rights in relation to 

the space programmes. 

 

 

 

Joint debate 

 on  

Horizon 2020 

 

On 25 June, after 9 trilogues and many 

more technical meetings, agreement was 

found on all 5 files of the Horizon 2020 

package. The EP negotiating team will 

report back on the outcome of the 

negotiations. EP overall successfully 

defended EP position e.g. on the following 

topics: participation of SMEs; Widening 

excellence; science with and for society, 

open access; gender; fast track to 

innovation, time to grant; review 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/28155/Edit%20HERCZOG_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/itre/draft-reports.html#menuzone


 

Issue 10/2013 

 

mechanism, the KIC selection procedure; 

RIS scheme; balance between small-

medium and big projects; earmarking for 

research on renewables, energy efficiency, 

smart grid and storage; Synergies with 

cohesion policy; Stricter control of JTI and 

other forms of PPPs. 

 

 

 

Presentation on energy infrastructure 

projects of common interest 

Philip LOWE, Director-General of DG 

Energy, will present the state of play with 

regard to the adoption of the list of energy 

infrastructure Projects of Common Interest 

(PCI's).  

This list is required pursuant to Regulation 

(EU) No 347/2013, which lays down 

guidelines for the development and 

interoperability of priority corridors and 

areas of trans-European energy 

infrastructure.  

Accordingly, the Commission is empowered 

to adopt by delegated acts the Union list of 

projects of common interest, which will 

take the form of an annex to the 

Regulation.  

The first list must be adopted by 30 

September 2013. 

 

 

 

Presentation of the study: 

"Entertainment x.0 to boost broadband 

deployment" 

The study discusses 

definitions of 

broadband and 

explain its interaction 

with European policy 

goals; analyse 

available data in 

order to provide a 

detailed, objective 

and realistic picture 

of the situation in the 

EU from a number of 

different perspectives; and assess the 

drivers of broadband demand today, with 

particular emphasis on audiovisual and 

entertainment services. 

Basic, fast, and ultra-fast broadband can 

deliver significant socio-economic benefits 

to Europe and its citizens. Europe is doing 

reasonably well, all things considered, 

relative to global competitors in terms of 

broadband deployment and adoption, but 

there are areas of weakness that merit 

continued attention. 

Demand side measures have received far 

less attention in Europe than supply side; 

however, given that basic broadband is 

nearly universally deployed and widely 

adopted, demand side stimulus might well 

be more effective than supply for fast, and 

ultra-fast broadband. There is some 

support in the literature for consumer 
demand aggregation and for subsidies (for 

instance, vouchers for those on income 

support programmes). Given that audio-

visual media are potentially a major driver 

of bandwidth and presumably also of 

willingness to pay, improving copyright and 

ensuring that IP-based delivery platforms 

can obtain access to content appear to 

make sense. 

 

 

NEWS FROM THE AGENCIES 

The Agency for the Cooperation of 

Energy Regulators (ACER) 

ACER releases a document on the 

implementation of the guidelines for 

Congestion Management Procedures More 

The Body of European Regulators for 

Electronic Communications (BEREC) 

Announcement of an upcoming BEREC 

Accessibility Workshop More 

The European Network and 

Information Security Agency (ENISA) 

Online security: it’s in your interest! 1st 

European Cyber Security Month coming up 

in October. More 

 

 

 

 

http://www.acer.europa.eu/
http://www.acer.europa.eu/Media/News/Pages/ACER-releases-guidance-document-on-the-implementation-of-the-CMP-guidelines.aspx
http://berec.europa.eu/
http://berec.europa.eu/eng/news_consultations/whats_new/1595-announcement-of-an-upcoming-berec-accessibility-workshop
http://www.enisa.europa.eu/
http://www.enisa.europa.eu/media/press-releases/online-security-it2019s-in-your-interest-1st-european-cyber-security-month-coming-up-in-october
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COMING SOON 

Upcoming Report votes: 

 Horizon 2020 package (5 files - vote on 

consolidated text) - 26/09 

 COSME - consolidated text - 26/09 

 Regulatory framework electronic 

communications - 26/09 

 The European Defence Technological and 

Industrial Base - 26/09 

 Investment projects in energy 

infrastructure - 26/09 

Upcoming Opinion votes: 

 Consumer Product Policy - 26/09 

Amendments deadlines: 

 EU Space Industrial Policy, realising the 

potential for Growth in the Space Sector, 

A. Niebler - 18/09 

 Amendments of Regulation (EU) No 

912/2010 setting up the European GNSS 

Agency, A. Sartori- 19/09 

 Cars2020: towards a strong, competitive 

and sustainable European car industry, F. 

Proust - 25/09 
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Watch online 
The Committee meetings are web-streamed and can be watched live on the EP website or on Europarl TV 

Past meetings can be watched or extracts downloaded via the EP Live Multimedia Library 
Speeches and presentations held during ITRE meetings are available on the ITRE website. 
 

ITRE Newsletter 
If you wish to receive the ITRE Newsletter, please send an e-mail with your contact details and "Newsletter" in the 
subject field to: itre-secretariat@europarl.europa.eu 
 

Further information 
For further information please contact: itre-secretariat@europarl.europa.eu or visit ITRE website. 
 

Next ITRE meeting 
25-26 September 2013, in Brussels 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/eplive/public/default_en.htm
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http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/ITRE/publications.html
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